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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


No. 1 of Second Session— 1942. 


■ 1 % TiiK* ('orxriL met in tlie Jiejrislative Chamber oi the Jiegislative 
Calcutta, on Tiiesday, tl»e 15th Septemlau', 194‘J, at 2-15 p.in., 
being the first day of the Second Session of 1942, ])ursuaiit to section ()2(2)(rz) 
of the (lovemment of India Act, 19d5. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was in the 
Chair. 


Obituary Iteferenoee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Honourable membeiH of the Council: It is with 
the deepest sorrow that the Chair has to perform the melancholy duty of 
conveying the news of the death of His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, 
which t-ook place on August 27th last in a flying-boat accident. The 
Duke is the first member of the Royal House of Windsor to lose his life 
fighting for hiai, country. 'Fhe jnesent war has left very few families 
’ unscathed and fact that it has now claimed its iidl even from the Royal 
famil\ is only one more reminder of its ruthless and devastating character, 
Nev4Tthclpss, this tragic incident will for ever bear an eloquent testimony 
to the gallantry and spirit of service on the i)art of His Royal Highness 
who. since the outbreak of the war, had carried out with ardour and 
efficieBcy the most onei-oiiN official duties, regardle.s.s of grave risks to his life. 

As the Rear-Admiral in the Royal Navy, as Major-General in the 
Army and as Air-Commodore ia the Royal Air Force, His Royal Highness 
played no iucoiisiderahh* part witli a view to ensuring victory for the Allied 
cause, and it is unfortunate indeed that it .should he dejirived of his 
brilliant services at a lime when they were needed most. 

The Chair feels sure that it voices the unanimous desire of the House 
in ])roposing that a me.ssage of respectful symjmthy and condolence he 
forwaided to His Majesty the King-Emperor and Her HomiI Highness the 
* Di^chess of Kent in their sad bereavement. 

As a murk of res])ect to the memory of His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Kent, the Chair would reipipst the honouahle members to ri.se in their 
place.s. 
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OBITUARY REFERENCES. 


415th Sbpt., 


(After tlie inenibers rose.) 

Thank you, j^eiitlenien, the message of concloleiiee will l)e forwarded in 
due course. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Since the House met last, the province 
of Bengal has sustained a great lo.ss by death of several persons who were 
promiiieiit in the dift'erent spheres of he‘r public life. 

Mah araja Baliadur Sir Brodyot Cooniar Tagore, k.c.i.k., a ])remier 
nobleman of Bengal, expired at Benares on the 27th August last •after 
brief illness. The Maharaja used to take an active interest in piiTilic 
affairs and was connected with numerous public institutions in Calcutta. 
He was TIr»norary Secretary of the British Indian Association from ISIh) 
to ]i)12 and Bresidenl of that body frojn 1919 to 1922. He was the Sheriff 
of (Jaleutta for two conse(‘utive years, 1908 and 1909. He was also a 
P\dlow of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal and a Trustee and Chairman 

of the Imlian Museum for many’ years. He was a (Commissioner ot the 

Calcutta (kirporation for six years and also a Member of the ImjHrial 
TiCgislative ( ouncil for some time. He founded the Academy oiFint* Arts 
of which he continued to be the President till his death. * 

The Maharaja Bahadur was well-know'u for his old-world court es\ and 

lihcrality. Non-cominunal in his political and social views, he was 

immensely popular with till sections of th(‘ ])eople in this ]>rovince and 
outside. 

Sir Nalini Ranjan (’liutlerjee breathed his last at the ripe old age (d 79^ 
in the first wr(*k of Sept(*mher, in his village liome in the district of ^ 

HurdN>an. Sima* his retirement from the Bemdi in November, 192 (k atter 

he had twice ofticiated as the Chief Justice ot the Calcutta High Couit, Sir 
Nalini Itanjan lived a (piiet life awa\ from the public gaze, eomhiuing ]dain 
living with a high-thinking. His services were, h()wever, requisitioned 
only about a year back for acting as Arbitrator in the complicated disimte 
between the Madras and Travaneore Governments over the usage of certain 
waters. 

Sir Nalini Ranjan was distinguished alike for his judicial work and 
sterling personal qualities. He was upright, conscientious, patient and 
modest both on the Bench and in his private life. It has been .'.aid 

of him that even an unsuccessful litigant did not go away from his Court 

with the feeling that justice had not been done. 

As a private citizen, be was an old type iutelle<*tual Hindu whose 
activities were unified by the golden chord of high purpose which expressed 
itself in devotion to God and in the service of his fellow’-men. The loss 
which Bengal has sustained by the death of this illustrious personality is 
almost irreparable. 
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^ Lieutenant-roloiiel Sir Henry Gidney, Presjident of the All-India Au^do- 
tndian and Domiciled European Association, died suddenly in Xcw Delhi 
while attendinij a meetiiifr of the National .I'efeiice Council. Sir Henry had 
attained considerahle eminence as a member of the medical profession. 
But tihe most outstanding? achievement of his public, life consisted in the 
or^arfisation and devciojunent of the Anj?lo-Indian and Domiciled European 
Association. 

Sir Henry entered the Indian Medical Service in ISltS and MM\ed in 
the (diina Expedition in DMIO. He also saw active service in llit* last 
Great War. He \^as tlie re])rt‘S(‘ntative of the .Vnf?lo- Indian Community 

tlie three Hound Table Conferences held in I/<mdoJi. prior to llie Constitu- 
tion Act of 19do. He also stuved as a Membtu of the Joint Parliamentary 
(bunmittee in 19d.‘b As the accredited Iead<‘r of the An^do-Tndian 
Community, he enjoyed uninternij)ted membership id the C(*ntral l/cgisla- 
tive Assembly which commenced since the inauguration of the M<»ntiord 
Reforms and continued till bis death. In bis death the Ang'lo-Indian 
Community lias been <leprived of the services of a capable leader and a 
towering* personality. 

The Chair would apiiii ask the honourable members to rise in their seats 
as a mark of respect to tlie memory of tin* diM'cased. 


(At tel the bonouralile membms rose.) 

The sincere e<md<denees of the House will be dul\ conv<*\e<l to tin* )m*mbeiK 
of the bereaved families. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Questions with aniwers which remained unanswered during the 
Third (December) Session, 1941. 

European wards of the Calcutta Medical College Hospitals. 

63. Mr. KH0R8HED ALAM CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in chargee of the Piihlie Health and l/oeul Self-tiovernment Depart- 
jnent be pleased to state — 

(r/) if there are European male and female wards in the Calcutta 
Medical College Hospitals; 

(b) if so, what are the conditions entitling a patient for admission into 
those wards; 
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|15tii SKFr., 


(c) whether the practice of admitting Hindus and Muslims of high^ 
social status in the European wards in the hospitals is in vogue 
for a long time; 

{fl) whether non-Bengali with difterent mother tongues from different 
parts of the world, even Chinese, are admitted in rliese war(ts ; 

(e) wlieiher patients of thoNe wards w^ere fonuerl\ supplied with 
uniform standard of food, irrespective of caste or nationality; 

(/) if the answer to i^art (e) he in the affirmative, whether Bengali 
Hindu and Muslim patients ot tliose wards hav‘^ Ikcii deprivet^ 
•of this [)rivilege from the 1st October, lb41 ; ii so, wdiy^and 
under whose authority; 

(fj) whether numerous complaints have been made by the Indian 
])atients of those wards to the authorities and to the (jovernmeiit 
to remove the distinction; if so, what action has been taken by 
the Government ; 

(h) whether the Government are aware that any patient bearing 
Christian name gets a better (luality of food than any Bengali or 
Urdu speaking Hindu or Muslim patient; 

(/) whether it is a fact that a Bengali speaking Hindu or Muslim 
I)atient is deprived of this privilege only on a(*coiint of ignorance 
of English language; and 

• 

O') if the answers to parts (h) and (i) be in the affirmative, what are the 
reasons for this distinction on the basis of language? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar, Basu): 

{a) Yes; ])ut the wards are not reserved exclusively for the European 
patients. Better class Indians are also admitted into these wards with 
Oiinese and all other races. 

(h) There are no i-onditions tor admission into tliose wards ex(‘ept what is 
mentioned above. 

(c) Yes. 

(</) The priuci])le is explained in (a) above. Serious cases coming in 
for admission are, however, admitted wherever there is a bed vaqant* 
irres]>ective of race, etc. 

(c) aud (/) The general rule is that the Indian jiatients get Indian diet 
and the European patients get European diet. As a matter of practice, 
however, the rule was not rigidly enforced and the Indians in the European 
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"ward were »'iven the privilejre of European diet. Dwin^* to tlie increase 
in the price of foodstuffs this juivilege has h »d to he withdrawn witli effect 
from the 1st Octol)er, 1941. 

{!)) No complaint has been received hv the (ton eminent . Ho\\e\(‘r, it is 

reported that wlien tlie privile^^e was withdrawn as stated ahoNc. some 
liio'her ( Ia>s ItidiaJi ]>atients (d)je(‘ted ; hut U!ider the arran;^‘enieii( \Nhich 
came into force in Octoher, 1941, Indian diet has been made better than it 
was before. 

(//) This i*. n(»t a tael. An Indi<in in the open ward ju^ets Indian diet and 
«a European, An<>]o-Tndian. (Iiinese. Javan(‘se. etc., European diet, no 
matter wliat his name mi^rht be. 

(/) No. 

(j) Does not arise. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Aii sill” out ot the answtu* to (f/). will the 
Hon’l)b‘ Miiiist (0 he plcast-d to ^tate it the (pic^tion of social status is taken 
in((» consid(‘ra( ion in the com* ot an\ iUher }»atients c\ci'pt the Indiansy 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I shall look into that. 


Primary Education. 

64. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon'blc Minist(‘r in charj^e of the 

Education Department be plea.scd to state in how m.iny districts ot Hen|.^al 
scliof)! boards have l>een established umler the provisions of l^rimarv Educa- 
tion Act ot 19d0 and in how many districts the education cess has b(*eii 
imposed under this Act ^ What are the names of the.se districts ^ 

(hf Ilnw many free .school**' each of these districts have been established 
up to March, 1940? 

(c) What are the amounts realised in ea( h of these districts by way of 
education ccss in 1940? 

(d) What are the sums contributed to each of the.se districts from the 
provincial revenues in HMO? 

(e) Is it a fact tliat a lar^e numW of existinjr primary schools has lieen 
abolished in Chitta^on#? ? If so. what i.s their number and why have they 
been al>oli.shed ? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
flon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Ahdul Karim): {m to uh A Mtat<>iiieiit is laid 
on the Table. * 

(p) Yes, primary schools numbering: 1,083 have lieen abolished. 
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In iPDHH of Govornment reHolutioii No. lO-lTEcln., dated the 9th March,' 
19dT, mid llie statutory lules under the provision of the Bengal (Rural) 
IhiniaiN ivl neat ion Act, I9d(), the District School Board had t(^ redistribute 
the |nijiiai\ schools maintained by it, in such a way that, subject to^ local 
ad just iiieiit^ and special considerations, particularly in areas with special 
peopia al features, each primary school maintained by the Board nii^ht 
serve all aiea of d'14 s(|uare miles (a circle of 1 mile radius) oi {dternat ively 
a po])ulaljon of 2,01)0 persons. Accordingly, some of the existing* schools had 
to be ahorisIn‘d or amalgamated with others for more economical and more 
ofheieni administration. 


Stalfmtni rfjfrrvd to in the reply to question Xo. 


Serial 

No. 

NamcH of (Irntrift-K 
in which District 
School Hoards 
have hnen estab- 
imhod. 

Whether education 
cess iinposod or 
not. 

Number 
of frt'o 
Hchoids 
estab- 
lished 
up to 
March, 
1940. 

Amount of 
education 
ce.Hs realised 
1940-41. 

in 

Amount 
contribu- 
ted from 
provincial 
revenues 
in 1940-41. 






Ks. a. 

P- 

Kh. 

1 

24 INirganas 

(‘ess imposed 


Nil 

5,16,151 1 

5 

94,531 

•> 

Nailia 

Do. 


1 

5,0(52 5 

6 

63,490 


Murshidahad 

Do. 


Nil 

5,51(5 0 

0 

52,052 

4 

flow rah 

( :csH imposed 
collection 
jjended. 

but 

sus- 

Nil 

Nil 


71,841 

r> 

Hirhhiiin 

CoHH not imposetl . . 

Nil 

Nil 


65,9(52 

0 

Hogrn 

Cess impostvi 


Nil 

24,006 9 

- 

62,395 

7 

Pahiui 

Do. 


Nil , 

10,097 14 

-> 

58,901* 

S 

Dinajpur 

(\*as imposiMl 
collection 
|H'nded. 

but 

su-^- 

Nil 

Nil 


*70,342 

9 

Hangpur 

Cess impo.sed 


Nil 

66,059 0 

0 

l,14,194t 

10 

Jalpaigun 

Do. 


794 

3,S4,58S 0 

0 

65,493 

ll 

Dacca 

Do. 


2.095 

2,03,812 15 

1 

4.21,341 

12 

Mynicnsingh 

Do. 


2,595 

(5,27,712 0 


5,94,189 

13 

Fandpiir 

Do. 


Nil : 

(56,790 0 

1 

0 

2,98,209 

14 

Hakarganj 

Do. 


Nil 

1,68,932 0 

0 

1,86,408 

ir> 

Chittagong 

Do. 


1,(525 

2,26,320 0 

0 

1,85,291 

10 

Noakhali 

Do. 


1,241 

2,9(5,771 12 

4 

1,92,354 

17 

Tij)pcra 

Doi 


1,135 

3,97,279 0 

0 

4.14,897 


♦There were 5 Biss Scheme Free Priinarv Schooh. 
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Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Ou lU’l'OUllt of 

tile of coimmiincation, is it not lUM-o.ssarv tliat in <01110 plaoos 

more schools should he maintained ^ 

T«he Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes; the General 

rule has to he d(‘])aited troin in siieeial eases like the out' iik'iiI ioiied h\ the 
honoiirahle inemher. 

Mfi NUR AHMED: With n'lt'reint' to tin* second iiara^^raph ol the 
answer to (e) of tlie tjueslion. will the Ilon'hle Minister lie pleasi'd to statt' 
Jf tln r? is not a ^real discontent oxt'i* the ahtdition td so man\ schotds in 
(dntta‘»(m^‘-i^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M* ABDUL KARIM: 1 am not aware of it. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: W ill the Hon hit' Minister please look intti the 
inattei- !•" 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 shall make an 
emiuirx into the matter 

Chittagong College. 

65. Mr. NUR AHMEO: {a) Will tin* Hon’hle Minister in charge (d 
the Education Departtnent Ik* pleased to stati‘ if the ])ro|H>sed schemes for 
the improvement and eNpaiiHion of the lahorator.x of the ( 'hit tap^on;^ (kille^e 
has he(*n saiictiomMl h\ the (ioveninn'iit 11 not, why not ^ 

(^/) Has the propo.sed sclnunes for tin' exjiansion of the Chitta^'on^ (kdlep»’e 
lieen sanctioned It not, why indy 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (n) l^he sidieme ha*i 

been ajiproved, but it has not yet bemi possible to provide funds. 

{(>) !No. The consideration td the scheme has Iummi jiostponed owinp»- to 
the situation <d ('liitta^’oior in (}),» 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Wdll the Hon'ble Minister be jih'used to state when 
the scheme for the improvement of the laboratory was first approved by 
Government y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; I (annot tell that 

off-hand without lookinp»' into the records. 

Government grant to Madrasahe. 

66. Mr. NUR AHMED; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in cliar^^e (d the 
Edmation Department be pleased to lay on the table a detailed statement 
showirifT allotment of Government ^rixui to different madrasahs, both old 
tfnd reformed, di,strict by district y 

d)} Is it a fact that a smaller p»Tant is heiny yiven to Hie Dar-ul-Lslam 
Madrasah at Hhittayony fhan (dher madrasahs and especiallx the Calcutta 
#Madrasa^ ? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (//) A statement has 
been laid in the JJbrary. 

(h) Tlierc is no Madrasah called “Dar-ul-Tslani Madrasah” in C'hitiajrong. 
'i'liere is a Madrasah called the ‘‘])ar-nl-riiini Madrasah" in ('hiUaf{ong. 
This madrasah leceives the highest grant among Old Scheme Madrasalis in 
the (diittagong, Dacca and Dajshahi Divi.sions. The Calcutta Madrasah is 
a (Jovernment institution and as such no comparison with it arise.s. 

Waste land in Bengal. 

67. Mr. NUR AHMED: {/t\ Will the llon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Jte\enue J>e[)artmeiit he pleased to state what is th(‘ area of waste land in 
Bengal ? 

(h) Of this total area, how much can he brought under cultivation and 
how much is incajiahh* of cultivation? 

(c) }fav(‘ the ( io vein men t got any scheme of village plantation and utilisa- 
tion of waste land for grazing, and producing timln'i* and fuel? 

((/) II so, what is their number and where havt* they been ])ut in opera- 
tion ? 

(c) It not, do the (lovernnient propose to ])rej)are such schemes and put 
them into operation under the Bengal l)eveloj>ment A(t or under any other 
Act in lorce in Bengal? If not, why not? 

(/) Is it a fact that similar schemes have Is'en put into o])eration by the 
United Brovinci's (lovernment and is it a fact tliat the> have found it a 
great succi'ss in the United Provinces? 

((/) If so, do this (Tovernment also propose to jnepare similar schemes and 
put them into operation in Bengal? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a) G.llb.oiK) acres. 

(h) Area of land that can be brought undei cultivation — ‘..h710,0()() aires. 

Area inc apable of cultivation — 3,405,(X)0 acre®. 

(c) to (e) The disatforestation of a jiart of the reserved forest in the district 
of Chittagong for colonisation purposes on a (‘o-operative basis, is under 
examination by a Committee appointed by Government in the Forest and 
Excise Department. A Committee had also been appointed by that Depart- 
ment to go into the question of utilisation of waste lands for grazing and 
cultivation purposes so far as the district of Chittagong is concerned. This 
Committee have concluded their deliberations, and have just submitted a 
report whicdi is under examination by Government in the Forest and Excise 
Department. 

(/) The flnited Provinces (lOvernmcnt appointed a Standing Fodder and 
Grazing Committee. This C<»mmittee drew up a five-year research pro- 
gramme consisting of several connected scheme.s. Xo work has, however, 
be<'n taken up under any of these schemes owing to the war. 
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iff) (jrov eminent will eonsider the appointment of a (’ommittee to ^*0 into 
the whole (luestion of fodder and g^razing* in this l'n>vinee us earl\ as possible. 


Questions with answers which remained unanswered during the 
First Session, 1942. 

Restriction of Jute. 

28. Khan Bahadur NAZIRDDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of Khan Bahadur 
Ataur Rahman): to) Will the Hon’hle Minister in (‘hiugt‘ of tlie Agi‘i<‘iilture 
and Industries Department he pleased to state whal ^^as tlu‘ oj>inioJi 
of tht? majority (d‘ the imunhius of t}n‘ Jute AdviseiN (’ommitttH* regarding 
the rt‘sliietion of jute this year!*" 

{h) What was the o]>inion of the ref»resenta1 i ve of the mill (ovnersy 

(r) Why was not the opinion ot the majority aeet‘pte<l? 

((h Are the (rovernment aware that the jute pi ie«‘ is adveisely affected 
toi; increasing the cultivation ot jutt* this year*’^ 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 

Dacca): {(D (H tin* II memhers of the Advisory Hoard on Jute Hegulafion 
jiresent on the 2‘tr(l Sejittunher, UMl , six (tin* giowau’s’ r(‘pi'(\sentatives) 
favoured a reduction to o annas of the HMd croi). The four trade n*presenta- 
tives wanted a larg(‘r acreage varying from H to 12 annas. 

(h) The representative of the mill owners wanted 12 annas. 

(r) 'Die (jovernment after cimsultation with tin* (iov(*rnment ot India 
decided on U) annas wiiieh they thought was the lowest figure oi acreage 
that would nnot the prohahle nMjuirementH of tlie season and leave an 
adequate carry-over. 

In view’ however of the shipping difficulties which are being ex]»erienced 
of late (Tovernmeni liave once clecided to advise the gn>w’ers to sow jute this 
year on less than their licensed acreage hut in no (‘use on less than 8 aniiaft 
of the acreage recorded in their names in HI40 and to grow on all lands not 
under jute the maximum amount of f(»od enqis, e.s{>e(’ially paddy. 

(d) The Government do not believe that the price of jute has been 
adversely affeeted hv their decision on the acreage. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Arising out of (o, did the 

Government get an assurance frmn the traders that tin* 10 annas acreage 
scheme w’ould not affect the prices? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: An 

assurance to this effect was given by this Government with the concurrence 
^ the Government of India. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Did the Government of Bengal 
ask tile (Tovenniient of India to assure certain ininimurii prices for this 
commodity y 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: .What 
the ftoverniuent of Bengal did say was that the Government of India 
should come forward lo hel]) the Government of IJeiigal so that minimum 
2)ric(‘s ]nipht he maintained. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What was the minimum ? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be 
])leased to state* what were the circumstances wliich were to he taken into 
consideration in fixin2»' tlie minimum price ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The circumstances, 1 mean the arrang:ements, between the Government of 
India and the Government of Bengal were that if the j)i‘ice of jute came 
below a certain figure, then and then only the Government of India would 
intervene. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, my pievious question w^as 
this: Was any figure decided upon as the minimum below whi(‘h the price 
of jute should not he allowed to go? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes, there must have been a certain figure. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But is the Hon’hle Minister 
awan* of that figure? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes, I am avvaie of tliat figure. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I enquire as to what is 
that figure? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot disclose that information. Sir, in public interest. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Arising out of (d), is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that in certain districts of Bengal jute has become 
almost I'.nsaleable? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That is not due really to the quantity of acreage; there are other factors for 
which at the present moment jute prices are so low. < 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Has the Hon’ble Minister 

enquired as to what has been the contribution of the increase in acreage 
tpwartTs this det reuse in i)rice? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, increase in aciea^e lia< nothing- to «1(» wilb the ])rt‘>eMt low ]t*Yi‘] of tli<* 
price of jute. 

M/. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYr AVhai are the lata on tlu ha^is 

of wliicli tlu' lIon'Me Mini‘<tc‘r -^ax^ that tht‘ iiH‘i‘ea>e(T a»‘i-t‘ay‘t‘ of jiito lias 
no ehect on the pi ice ot jute ])ievailiui 4 - at the prt‘.sen1 tinier 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The (lafa have heeii ^iveii to me liv the exjierts. 

Mr. ^AMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I> iho ('oii>i(iI not to 

be taken into confidence a^ le^ards the conditions jirevailin*’’ in the country 
re^ardino the jute prices and the inactixity of tlo' (lovernmimt to iulfil the 
obligations which the\ »av(‘ at the time when tliex fixed tht‘ 10 annas jute 
acreage? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sii, cpiestions are im'aut for eliciting information. ]Uit i-f the honoujiible 
member wants to have such information, he ought to do it through a special 
motion. Besides, Sir, the Hon’Me the Chief Minister is going to make a 
statement on the general situation with s]>ecial reference to prices and 
price-control in regard to jute and otlier commodities, and in that connection 
the honourable members ot this House will have an opportunity of discussing 
these matters. T shall then be in a ]>osition to mak(‘ a comprehensive 
statement. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, we ap]ieal to you in this 
niattcr. We have asked for certain information in part (r/) <d' this (piestion 
and the information given is: (loverninent do not believe that the juice of 
jute has been adversely altccted by their d(‘cision on tlu* acreage; but the 
Hon'ble ^[inister, does not want to give reasons why lie says so. Js not 
this loxv price of jute due in jiart at least to this incr(‘as(‘ in the jute 
a( 1 eager 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already stated th:»f mv answer is based on the advice of exjierts, and 
beyond that I cannot go. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But Government had an 
Advisory Committee* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ordei. order. In a question honouiable members 
max ask only for information. The form of the (juestion must not be argu- 
jnentative or meant to cross-examine the llon’ble Minister. At the same 
time, information asked for must be given by the Hon'ble Ministers unless 
they are in po.sitiou to jilead that it is against the jiublic interest. 

• Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the Hon ble Ministei s 
jdea That he cannot give this information in*the public interest is on the 
face of it simjdy absur<k Will the Chair not intervene and come to the 
Ihelj) of the House? 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The plea of the Hon hie 

Minister is also absurd. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will lh(‘ non’ble Minisler be pleaded to state 
if it is a fa(‘t that larf^e orders were plai-ed with the (jovtuniiient of Jienj^-al 
by the (ioveinnient of India on belialf of eoneerns or countries outside India 
or the Xativ(‘ Slates wlio were willing- to j)ureha>e jute? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes, tliat is so. 

Mr. ABUL QUA8EM: Will the llon’lih* Mini.^ter pJea.se stati* wiieliie]’ 
he has studied the exjiert opinion to vvliieh he has referred and Iuin also 
studied the reasons f»iven liy tlie experts}' Tf so, will he la* pleased to lay 
those reasons before the House? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes, I liave studied the opinion of the experts. Sir, I have nothino turther 
to add about the matter. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it not a fact that majority 
of the nienibers of the Advisory Board on Jute Herniation siirr’e'^l^^l that 
the aerear*e should be limited to one-third of the I94t) tir’ures? May I know 
what are the arr'uments advanced in re])ly to the arp^uments used by the 
majority of the r*T’<>wers’ representatives in supjiort of theii* (‘ontention that 
the price will be seriously affected if the aereare is extended? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, I have already answ’ered that question. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be plea.sed to state 
when this advice was tendered to the Hon’ble Minister? I mean the date 
of such advice. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot g:ive the exact date. Sir. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Was it not before 1941? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Probably so : that may be correct. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’lde Minister be 
pleased to state if Japan did not come into the war after that date? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That I cannot say. 
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Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon'hle*’ 
Minister be pleased to state it it is not a fact that shippinjr dittieulties are 
at the bottom ot this ])r()bleni? 

Tbe Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABISULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As I Jiave already stated in my printed leply, it j)artly due to shippiii|^' 
difiiculti e>. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hoii'ble Minister be jjleased to state why the majority opinion oi the 
glowers was ignored and the o]>inion ol' the mill-owners and jute ])Uirhasers 
favoured Y 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Because, the (Tovernment of India informed the (iovernment of Bengal that 
there was a good deal ot demand from outside and it was believed that this 
demand would continue. I ma\ tell the House that tluue is no ground tor 
tlic teal ol jute not being sold outside. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state what then stands in the way of the 
pr 4 ‘e ot jute being raised h 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HASIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As I have already said, it is partly due to shi])ping difficulties. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HNQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, in reply to a question 
of Mr. llumayun Kabir, the Hon’ble Minister said that there is demand 
of jute in the country and that the (TOvernment of India have placed large 
oider> with this (Government. But how is it that the price of jute in the 
mofussil is so low" that it is unsaleable? Is he not aw"are that in (certain 
areas the jute-growers are not able to sell jute at all? May I know" w’hat are 
the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sii', 1 am aware that the price of jute at present is at a low" level — I do not 
deny that. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the Advisory Board .submitted their report and W"heii 
the reiKirt was published? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: Sir, 

I have already answered that question. 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
Jileased to state if he is prepared to make a comj)rehensi ve statement on the 
jyte problem ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBlfLLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Certainly, I am prepared to make a full statement. 
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Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: WhenP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The Hon’hle Chief Minisier will shortly make a statement and on that state- 
ment there will be a discussion. In that connection, I nnll also make a 
btiitement on jute. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJI: Arisino out of the printed reply 
(n) of the Hon’ble Minister, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the Report of the Advisory Hoard on Jute was submitted some time in 
September, 1941, and will he also state whether it is not a fact that the 
decision as to what should be the amount of jute acreage was taken by tlm 
pievious (Government P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes, that decision was made by the previous (xovernment. 

Rural Public Health Units. 

29. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDURY; (n) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Seli-(jovernnient Department be 
])leased to state what conclusion the (xovcunment has arrived at as reffards 
the imi>rovement of the rural public health units from the curative and 
preventive standpoints of the question P 

(/>) Will he be ])lease(l to state what measures have been adopted by the 
(xovernment for f»ivino‘ adecjuate medical hel]) to the rural people, and for 
privin^^ them facilities of having the assistan(‘e of trained drm or midwives 
and lady vaccinators P 

(c) What steps has he taken for the establishment of the maternity wards 
and clinics foi* the examination of blood, stool, urine, sputum, etc.? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: (u) (xovernment have 
accepted tlie princij)le that as far as possible the (Uirative and preventive 
sides of I’ublic Health should be combined in the same staff. Hut as regards 
other questions, viz., whether the staff should be (xovernment servants or 
servants of local bodies, wiiether Union Hoard should make an adequate 
contribution and other details, no decision has yet been reached. 

(h) and (r) Statements furnishing necessary information have been placed 
in the Library. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Will the pj’esent Government 
ever come to a decision P 

The Hon’ble Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: If a decision is to be 
arrived at, it will be done by the present Government. 

Mri KADER BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
when they expect the decision to be arrived at? 
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The HOfl’bl.e Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US I am not in a |>osition * 
to visualise any exact date; but every effort will be made to expedite the 
matter. 

Mr> KADER BAK8HS Can the Hon ‘ble Minister ^ive ns a rou^li idea — 
whether the decision will be arrived at in :iie couise of the current year, 
i.e., lS42H 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I slmll ..rhiinlv in io 
do that. 

Evacuation of Calcutta and Chittagong. 

. 30. Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) Will (lie Hon’ble Miiitstcr in charge of 
the Public Health, Local Self-doverninent and Civil Defence Department 
be pleased to slate it it is a fatt that a .<>*eneral exodus of the residents of 
Calcutta and Chitta^ono' Municijial areas has taken ]>lace recently due to 
panic i' 

(h) T1 so, what is their approximate number in case of ("hitta"’on^:»* Muni- 
cipal area and in Calcutta resjiectively ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a lar^e number of them have ‘•‘one to different 
mufassal town areas and tlit‘v have beim sufferin*’’ from ^reai hardshijis in 
their new houses F 

{(!) Is it a fact that th<‘ rate of house r(‘nt and ])rice of all necessaries of 
life have ^one up abnormally in those areas? 

(c) It so, what steps have l)e(Mi taken b\ tlie (lovernment to prevent 
panic and to oive relict to these evacuees? 

(/) Is it a fact that the income of these* two corporate bodies, viz., the 
Chitta^oiif? Municipality and tin* Calcutta Corporation, has been much 
reduced ? 

{g) Tf so, what steps do the (government propost* to take to ht‘lp these 
bodies? 

The Hon'ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: in) Tin re has bt t n no 

general exodus though a consid<*rahh* number of rcsitlents, mainly women 
and cliildren, havt* Ictt ( \lculta and (’hittagong. 

(h) It is not ]>os>ible to give tin* number, ev(*n a])proximately, of the 
residents that have so left. 

(c) and id) (tovernment have no information. 

(c) lo ])revent jianic. the following ste])s have been taken by Govern- 
ment : — 

• (i) A.R.P. broadcasts to allay panic and to maintain morale are fre- 

quently given from Calcutta Station of the All-India Radio. 

(ii) Frequent Press-Notes and Communiques are issued. 

(m) The Public Relations Committee itinersmt vans, 15 in number, have 
been giving daily broadcasts. 
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'^{iv) A number of trained workers bave been gpoing round^ the buHeei 
doing propaganda. 

(r) A special officer has recently been appointed exclusively for Civil 
Defence Publicity. To allay panic is one of his main respons- 
ibilities. 

(/) and (< 7 ) Neither the Calcutta Corporation nor the Chittagong Munici- 
pality has represented to Government that their income has reduced due tc 
evacuation nor has either of these bodies asked for any assistance from 
Government on this ground. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: As regards the answefs 
to (/) and {g) of the question, I might say thftt they have become 
antiquated 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What is the answer please? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Antiquated in this sense 
that so far as the Chittagong Municipality is concerned, it has been 
superseded by the District Magistrate with the approval of Government. 

r 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHUHY:^ And what about Calcutta? 
What is the amount the Provincial Government contributed for the relief 
of the Calcutta Corporation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The Provincial Govern- 
ment have not yet contributed anything. ,The Calcutta Corporation has 
represented to Government that they want Bs. 50 lakhs out of which Bs. 10 
lakhs is by way of advance to be repaid within this financial year and Rs. 40 
, lakhs by way of subvention. As regards Bs* 10 lakhs, Government have 
already intimated to the Calcutta Corporation that they are prepared to 
advance Rs. 10 lakhs to be repaid within this financial year at an interest 
of Rs. 2 per annum. As regards the su!bvention of Rs. 40 lakhs, that is still 
under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Will the Hoh’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether any other munici]>ality in this province has been 'adversely affected 
with regard to the prices of foodstuff's on account of the influx of evacuees 
in those idunicipal areas? And whether they have represented to 
Government for any redress? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am not aw^are of anj 
such representation from any municipality. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Govei;ument examine 
the financial position of thd Calcutta Corporation before they grant this 
subvention of Rs. 40 lakhs? 
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The Hon*ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Government have, in 
reply to the request for a subvention, intimated to the Corporation that the 
granting of a subvention would be dependent upon the financial position of 
the Corporation being examined by an officer appointed by Government. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs Can the Hoii^ble Minister 
enlighten the House as to whether it is the intention of the Government to 
enforce this examination of accounts before they grant Rs. 40 lakhs and 
also establish some form of control over the expenditure of the Cor})oration, 
so tliat this money may not be another contribution to the wastage usual 
with Corporation aff^iirs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. t^NTOSH KUMAR BASU: As I indicated in my last 
leply, the Government have decided and informed the Corporation that they 
vill scrulinise the finances. As to what other steps will be necessary, that 
question will arise after the scrutiny has been held. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale what 
amount has been given to the Chittagong Municipality after its 
supersession? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I want notice. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Ts Ihe Houlile Minister aware that as many as 
8,000 evacuees have been encamped near Dinajore and that this has produced 
an adverse effect on the prices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am aware that a large 
number of evacuees, about 8,000 in number, have been encamped near the 
Dinajpur town. As regards the other part of the question, I have no 
intonriation. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enquire 
. into -the matter in the luar future so that Government may know* the actual 
position? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Has the Government received any representation 
on this matter? 

The Hon’bte Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as I am aware, 
no intimation has been received by Government either from the local officers 
or from the municipal authorities. 

Mr. NUR AHMID: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state if 
be is aware that about one lakh of rupees has been advanced for the main- 
tenance of the Chittagong Municipality after its supersession? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: I am not definite about 
it. If the hon’ble member can make that statement, I shall be prepared to 
accept it. There was some talk of making an advance to the municipality 
before its supersession. 

Kh&n Behedur ATAUR RAHMAH: Government published certain 
figures of people who left in December, January and February on the basis 
of reports from the East Indian Railway and Bengal and Assam Railway 
which came to about 9 lakhs. Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to give 
the up-to-date figures of such evacuees? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It is true certain figures 
were obtained from the Railways mentioned by the honourable member ; but I 
do not know whether that exhausts the entire number, because a large 
number of people must have left even by road and some other means of 
conveyance. So far as those numbers are concerned, they have also become 
antiquated, 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be })]eaHed to state if 
he will make an enquiry as to the number of residents who left Calcutta and 
Chittagong and where they have gone? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am sorry, Sir, it is not 
possible even for a Minister of Govertiment to do so. 

King Edward Hospital. 

31. Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH B08E: (u) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ivocal Self-Government Depart- 
ment be ])leased to state wliat was the yearly contribution paid by the 
Midnapore Municipality prior to 1925-26 for retaining an Assistant Surgeon 
at the (Sadar) King Edward Hospital in Midnapore? 

(5) Was there any correspondence between the Government and the 
Municipality showing that the increased (contribution was made in 1925-26 
by the Municipality for treatment of more in-door patients in the hospital 
and not for retaining an Assistant Surgeon? If so, wdll the Hon’ble Minister 
l)e pleased to, lay a copy of this correspondence on the Table of the House? 

(o) Is it a fact that the District Board, Midnapore, at the time of making 
the grant of Rs.8,0()0 to the hospital distinctly stated that this grant was 
made on condition that an Assistant Surgeon would be retained at the Sada^ 
Hospital ? 

(f/) Were the X-ray Department and the Pathological Laboratory opened 
in the said hospital with the approval of the Municipality? If so, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased Ifo lay a copy of relevant papers on the Table 
of the House? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: {a) Tlie Municipality made 
no contribution. Prior to 1925-26 the Hospital Committee paid a contribu- 
tion of Rs.290 per month to Governmeut for the services of the Assistant 
Surgieon. 

{h) There was no correspondence betw’een the Government and the Muni- 
cipality but the Civil Surgeon of the district carried on some correspondence 
with the Municipality about the desirability of increased contribution. It 
was subsequently reported to Government in 1989, that the Municipality 
had increased its annual contribution to the hospital from Rs.8,5(K) to 
Rs.4,0QP from the year 1925-26 for the treatment of a lary:er number of 
in-patients. 

(c) No such condition was made by the District Hoard. It appears, how- 
ever, tliat the District Board passed a resolution in March, 1989, requesting 
the Hospital Committee to entertain an Assistant Surgeon in jdace of the 
Sub- Assistant Surgeon. 

(d) There is nothing on record to show that the approval of the Munici- 
pality was taken in connection with the o])ening of the X-ray Department 
and the Pathological liahoratory in the hospital. The management of the 
hos[)ital is vested in the Managing Committee on which there are representa- 
tives of the Municipality. 

Insanitary ccnditions of the Midnapore town. 

32. Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE; (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge ot the Jbihlic Health and Ijocal Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state it the (luestion ot the dust nuisance and other 
insanitary conditions jmevailing in the town of Midnajiore has been con- 
sidered by the predecessor to the llon’ble Minister as promised ])y him in 
liis reply in the Council given on the 2nd May, 1989, or by tlie Hon'ble 
Minister himself h If so, what is the result.^ 

(h) Have the remedies, suggested by the Director of Public, Health, aa 
stated in the reply on the ?’•(! May, 1989, been given effect to, by the 
Muriicijmlity If not, \.hy not? 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister pro])Ose to direct the Director of Public 
Health to visit Midnapore in order to see what is needed to remedy the evil, 
and how much lias been done by the Munici])ality ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (./) Yes. It was con- 

sidered by my predecessor and the Municipality was requested to take 
remedial measures as suggested by the Director of Public Health. 

(h) The honourable member is referred to letter No. 1886, dated the 25tli 
September, 1939, from Chairman, Midnapore Municipality, to the Assistant 
Director of Public Health, Burdwan Circle, a copy of which is placed in 
ttfe Library. 

(c) The Director of rublie Health has been instructed to visit Midnapore 
and submit a report on the subject at an early date. 
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Public burial grcumtob 

33. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

{a) whether the Bengal Act IV of 1889 dealing with j)ublic burial 
grounds is still in force; and 

(b) whether the Burial Ground Board constituted under the Act is 
functioning ? 

The Hon’Me Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU; Yes. 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: What are the 
functions of the Burial Ground Board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: That information, I am 
sure, will be found in the Act itself. 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBBAIN: Is the 

Hon’ble Minister aware that the burial grounds scheduled in the Act itself 
are not being at all looked after by the Board, and they are being used in 
any way by washermen and other peojde? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: I am not aware of it. 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: Will the 
Hon'ble Minister please make an enquiry if it is a fact that even the burial 
grounds included in the schedule of the Act itself are not being taken care 
of at all by the Board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: 1 am afraid the sugges- 
tion is of a general nature and as such it is not possible to have a roving 
enquiry of this character wdth regard to the burial grounds in the whole of 
this province. 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: Then, I may 
specify the item and ask if he will be prepared to make an enquiry with 
regard to item 7 in the schedule of the Act? 

The Hon W Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: 1 shall try to find 

out * 

Mr. PREBIDENT: Order, order. As I have said before, arguments in 
a question are not allowed. 

Higher Education for Muslim girls. 

34. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of , the 
Education Department be pieased to state what measures does he propose 
to adopt for more rapid spread of higher education among Muslim girls in 
Bengal in general and in the Chittagong Division in particular? 
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(h) Is it a fact that the work of the extension and improvement of the 
Dr. Khastagir’s High School for Girls, Chittagong, which was about to 
commence, has been suddenly postponed? If so, why? 

(f) Is it a fact that the school is badly in need of a hostel for Muslim 
girls and also of extension? 

(d) If so, do the Government propose to carry out the scheme of exten- 
sion and improvement already sanctioned for whi(‘h money was provided in 
the budget for the current financial year? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; {a) In existing condi- 
tions, Government do not propose to launch any new scheme for the more 
rapid extension of higher education among Muslim girls of Bengal or of the 
Chittagong Division. 

(h) Yes. Because of the war and conditions in Chittagong. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: With regard to the answer (o), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to stale if he has got any scheme for the rapid spread of 
higher education among the Muslim girls of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Some schemes 
have been formulated, but they have not yet reached a definite crystallised 
form . 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: In reply to (r), the iloirble Minister 
says that a liostel is badly needed for Muslim girls, but in rej)ly to id), he 
says that the matter will not be taken up. Will the Jlon’ble Minister please 
state, therefore, why such an important and urgent matter should be left 
behind ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: AVell, because of the 
war situation and the conditions in Cliittagong. 

Report of the Madrasah Education Committee. 

35. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the llon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Education Department be pleased to state if the attention of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal has been drawn to the recommendations made in the Report 
of Madrasah Education Committee published in 1941 ? 

(b) If so, what steps have been taken by the Government to give effect 
to the same? 

(c) Which of these recommendations have been accepted by the Govern- 
ment and which have not been accepted? 

(d) Have the Government accepted the recommendation No. 65 regarding 
starting a University of Islamic Learning at Calcutta? If so, when will the 
said University be started? If not, why not? 
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(e) Is it a fact that there is an unanimous demand from the Moslems of 
Bengal for such a University? If so, do the Government propose to intro- 
duce a suitable Bill in the legislature with a view to establishing such a 
Universiiy? If not, why not? 

The Hofi’hle Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The report has been 
received and the Director of Public Instruction asked to submit his recom- 
mendations on it. I may add after what I have said in the printed answer 
that the recommendation of the Director of Public Instruction has been 
received by me and it is under my consideration. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
any recommendation has been made with regard to question (e) : is he not 
aware that there is a great demand for such a T^niversity in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Yes, there is a 
rerommendaiion like that in the Report itself. 

Education cess in Murshidabad. 

36. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state if the education 
cess is imposed in the district of Murshidabad? If so, from what year is it 
being realised ? 

(h) lias any scheme been drawn up about the number of schools and their 
locations ? 

(c) If the answer to part {h) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many schools will be started in each Union? 
Are all the jn-oposed schools being started? If not, why not? 

(d) What will be the jurisdiction of each school? 

(c) Is it a fact that very young boys will have to attend these schools 
from a distance of 2 or 3 miles? If so, will it be possible for them? 

(/) Is it a fact that the ])oor agriculturist.> have to ])ay the education cess 
and also to maintain Pathsalas and Muktabs for the youngsters? 

(//) Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take steps to save them from 
this double expenditure? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; (a) Yes; from the 
middle of the year 1940-41. 

(b) to (d) Yes. A scheme has been drawn up on a five-year plan and it 
is proposed to establisli 31G free primary schools in suitable areas in the first 
year, viz., 1942-43, with effect from the 1st April, 1942. The aggregate^ 
number of schools to be started in the Free Primary Education Scheme is 
708 in course of five years or earlier as finances permit. The scheme 
envisages at least two schools in each union, but the number of schools in a 
union will necessarily varj" with the area, po])ulation and accessibility of the 
unions. The unit area for each school is 3*14 square miles or a population 
of 2,000 souls whichever is more convenient in the interest of the students. 
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(e) No. It is not likely that any student will have to travel more than 
one mile. 

(/) and (g) No. When the s(‘heme is cr-Apleted there will be no occasion 
to maintain separate institutions for the children. Pending' completion of 
the scjieme, it has ])een decided to increase contributions towards existing 
institutions for primary education so that there should be no appreciable 
burden on the residents of the locality. This policy is heiiitr 'adopted in 
respect of the lueas where it will not be possible to start free primary 
schools under tlie Act and acc'ording* to the scheme adopted in this district 
for the present. 

Education of boys and girls in class I areas. 

37. Mr. NUR AHMED: (u) Will the Iloii’ble Minister in charge of the 
Education De]Kirtment be pleased to state what arrangements have been 
made by the (xovernment of Pengal for the education of boys and girls in the 
class I area of lleiigal? 

(h) Is it a fact that the regrou])ing of girls’ schools and colleges and 
boys’ schools and ccdleges would result in closing down for ever many 
private and aided institutions in these areas? 

Q') Is it a fact that aided and nnaidi'd schools luivi* no '^ur]>lns fund to 
undertala* costly A, 1Mb mersurcs .is directed b\ (he ( lovi'rnnuMil and the 
University of Calcutta? 

{(]) Are the (lovernment aware that in Madras the (iovm'nment have 
asked such institutions to function as usual and have ])romised them enhanced 
grant [)ro])ortionate to the loss of income they would sntVer due to the exodus 
of pupils, advance disbursement of grants and have also i)romised to bear 
half the cost im'urred for the A.R.P. measures? 

(e) If so, do the Government of Bengal pro])ose to ado[)t the similar policy 
as adopted by the Government of Madras in the danger zones of Bengal? 
If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Eight Central 
Schools for Girls in Ca^' vdta will be maintained and given support and 
assistance by Governimuit ami the University. Other girls’ schools may 
open on the resjionsibility of the Managing Committees but may not expect 
assiNtance from Government or the University. In ]da(‘-es w'hich are some 
distance aw'ay from the (Jentral Schools, the st'hools which decide to reopen 
will how'ever be given assistance. 

It is also i)roj)osed to regrou]» in a like manner the 160 boys’ schools in 
Calcutta into a much smaller number, say about 65 to 70, and to give such 
a^istance as is possible to these schools. 

In areas outside Calcutta, both boys’ and girls’ schools may carry on 
their normal activities, provided they have ado])ted the nec'essary protective 
measures. 

(b) This is a matter of opinion. 

(c) Some have, others have not; all schools in Calcutta can have the 
protective work demanded by the University done either through the 
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University or by the school authorities, where necessary, with advance from 
funds provided by Government and the University. The question of financial 
assistance to schools will be dealt on the merits of each case. 

(d) and (e) I read so in the newsj)apers but I have since read another 
report which said that the Government of Madras had changed their policy. 

Mr. NUR AHMEDs It has been said in answer to part (a) of the 
question that '^It is also proposed to regroup in a like manner the ICO boys’ 
schools in Calcutta into a much smaller number, say about 05 to 70, and to 
give such assistance as is possible to tliese s(‘hools,” etc. But is it a fact 
that both high schools and collegiate schools have been closed in Chittagong.^ 
And that one school w’as closed in duly? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Oh, yes, but alter- 
native arrangements have been mad(‘ for those schools which have been 
affected in Chittagong. 

Aocommodation of European evacuees from Calcutta in Taki. 

38. Mr. B. K. ROY GHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(а) if the Taki Government School and its attacdied hostel in the district 

of 24-Parganaa have been taken over by the Government under 
the Defence of India Act for the accommodation of Europeans 
evacuated from Calcutta; 

(fe) how many other such houses have been taken over by the Govern- 
ment for the same purpose; and 

(c) how many suitable houses have been taken over by the Government 
in the neiglibouring districts for the accommodation of Indian 
evacuees from Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: {a) No. 

(б) and {c) No house or building has been requisitioned by the Govern- 
ment exclusively for the European evacuees from Calcutta. The relief 
centres opened in the different districts are meant for use of evacuees of all 
classes and races and so far 122 Relief Centres have been opened, some 
being located in houses made available by the owners for this purpose. 

Mosque for litigant public of the Alipore Court. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAiN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether an application was made to the Government of Bengal vby 
the Moslem 1/egal Practitioners and litigant public of the Alipore 
Judge’s Court praying that there being no mosque near about the 
Judge’s Court, the litigant public as well as legal practitioners 
find difficulty in saying their midday prayer, and that they might 
be given some land in the Court compound for erection of a 
mosque or prayer house; 
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(6) if so, when the application was received by the Government; 

(c) whether it was recommended by the District Judge; and 

(d) if so, whether any orders have been passed on that; if not, why notP 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a) and (c) Yes. 

(b) 29th August, 1940. 

(d) The question is under the consideration of the (xoverninent. 

• 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: Will the Ilon’hle Minister he pleased to give 
an indication as to how much longer the question is destined to remain under 
the consideration of the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (Khan Bahadur 
Nazikvddin Ahmad: It is a question of destiny.) >Sir, as has been 
said by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, the question of destiny is 
a diificult (piestion. Sir, the application was made on the 29th Atigust, 
1940, and I took charge of this portfolio on the 17th December, 1941. The 
ju't^vious Government could not come to a de(dsion within 14 months, and 
I think I have still some more months left, but 1 (‘an assure my honourable 
friend that the matter will certainly re(’eive my most syinpathetii^ 
consideration. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: By what probable date may I enquire. Sir? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Sir, I am unable 
to indicate the date. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: Sir, the Uon’hle Minister has said that the 
previous Government took 14 months. So I ask whether he will exceed that 
period or he will he able to df> it in l(?.ss(.*r time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I do not want 
to sit in judgment over the conduct — the diligen(;e or the negligence — of 
my predecesvsor in office. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: Sir, I only want to know whetlier the' 
Hon ble Minister will he guided by the period the previous Government took 
in coming to a decision. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: AVell, Sir, our 
freedom broadens down from precedent to precedent. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; •Are you going to create 
another precedent? 

(No answer.) 
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Pay of Engineer Estimators. 

40. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (n) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
char^i'e of the Com in nni cations and Works Department be pleased to state 
how many Engineer Estimators are now serving in the Public Works Depart- 
ment in the different Circles? 

(h) What is the duration of service of each one of them? 

(c) Are they all graduates of the Sibpiir Engineering College? 

(d) Is it a fact that some of them get Rs.l50 as their pay, while others 
Rs.lOO only? If so, how many of them get Ks.l5() and how many ,Rs. 100? 

(e) What is ihe basis of the fixation of their pay? 

(/) Did Government receive any re])resentation at any time from these 
Engineer Estimators regarding their grievances? If so, what are they? 

{(/) Do Government propose to af)sorb tliem in substantive service of 
Government for filling up future vacancies in case they proved comj)etent 
before recruitment of outsiders not already in Government service? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) Eleven Engineer 
Estimators (1 permanent and 10 temporary). 

(h) (/) One from 2nd June, 1938. 

(ii) One from 3rd November, 1939. 

{Hi) One from 24th November, 1939. 

(//•; One from 22nd December, 1939. 

(r) One from 1st February, 1940. 

(ri) One from 3rd June, I94(h 
{vii) One from ITtli June, 1940. 

{riii) Om* from lotli Ma> , I94J. 

(i.v) One from 22iid July, 1941. 

(.0 One from 2Jst October, 1941. 

(./•V) One from 18th February, 1942. 

{(■) Ye>. 

(d) (/) Tlie permanent Engineer Estimator is drawing Rs.l25 per month 
in the scale of Rs,125— 10/2— 175—15/2— 220. 

(//) Nine temporary Engineer Estimators are drawing fixed pay of Rs.l50 
per month eacli and one is drawing fixed pay of Rs.lOO per montli. ^ 

(c) The pay of temporary posts is generally fixed at the minimum of the 
flanctioned scales of corresponding jiermanent posts. Prior to the introduc- 
tion of the scale of pay of Engineer Estimators some experienced Engineer 
Estimators were required in connection with some import^int bridge con- 
struction and some temporary Engineer Estimators were appointed at a fixed 
pay of Rs.l50 per month on the basis of the minimum pay of Assistant 
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Engineers in tlie B.E.S. In one case the post originally sanctioned on 
Rs.GO per month for an Overseer Estimator but later the pay of the post 
was raised to Es.lOO jjer month and a B.F 1‘^stimator wlio was available at 
* ^he pa;^ was ap])ointed tti the ])ost. 

(/) In 19-59 memorials were received from the Engineer I]stimators for 
improvements in their conditions of service, viz., alteration of their designa- 
tion to “Engineer Estimator” and to the grant of incremental rate of pay. 

Another representation lias recently Keen received from the Engineer 
Estimator drawing Rs.lOO ])er month lor the fixation of his j»ay at Rs.loO 
jier montl^ and for the grant of graded scale of pay and ultimate absorption 
into the permanent service as Assistant Engineer. 

(/y) If there be any permanent vacancy in the cadrt' of Engineiu’s, the 
< ases of the teni]>oiary incumlients Avill be duly considenal in filling up the 
vacancy on tlie basi^ of recommendations of the Public Seivict‘ Commission. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the llon’ble Minister be ideased to 
state when the temporary J^ngineer hlstimator at Rs. JOO was appointed P 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I want nothe. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AViJl the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state wliat became the fate of the reiiresentation of that tmnj»oraiy Engineer 
Ksiimator wlio wa> apjiointed at Rs. lOO. 

The Hon’ble Mr, SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: This < asc will ]>e ( <m^idered 
when a jiermanent vacancy arises. 

Questions tabled for Current Session and Answers thereto. 

Railway accidents, 

1. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur; 

(a) Will the Hon Tile Min ' ’icr in charge of the ( ’omm unicat ions and Works 
Dejiartmeiit be pleased to lay on tlie Table a statement siiowing the dates of 
railway accidents which have taken jdace in this Province irom January, 
11141, to July, 15142 P 

(h) Will he he pleased to state the respective causes of these accidents? 

Tho Hofl’blo Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED. I am not sure whether the 
honourable member refers to all railway accidents or only those which have 
resulted in the loss of human lives. I shall let the honourable member kiuiw 
th^etails as soon as T know what he actually means. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: With 
reference to the rejily made by tlie Hoidble Minister, I beg to state that at 
the beginning I referred to all the accidents thaUtook place during the year, 
but considering the fact that it involves much labour, I shall be satisfied if 
only the accidents that resulted in loss of human lives be mentioned. 



42 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. [15th Seft., 

Foreign liquor shops in Mytnensingh. 

2. Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID DHOWDHURY: Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state — 

(a) is it a fact that the present policy and principle of the Government 
to introduce prohibition gradually by reducing consumption by 
provision of minimum reasonable facilities; 

(5) (i) that in pursuance of the same policy and principle prohibition 
has already been introduced in some districts of this Province; 

{ii) that there are two “Off” licences for sale of foreign liquor in the 
town of Myniensingh, one shop being situated in the, heart of 
the town and another licence being held by Messrs. D. Sorabjee 
& (; 0 ., along with an “On” licence at the railw’ay refreshment 
room ; 

{Hi) that the Excise ]ii(*ensing Board, Mymensingh, at a meeting held 
on the 2^^ijd November, 1941, decided to abolish the “Off” shop 
of Messrs. D. Sorabjee & Co., with effect from 1st April, 1942; 

{iv) that on a petition of objection filed by Messrs. D. Sorabjee & Co., 
against the said decision of the Licensing Board, the matter was 
reconsidered at a subsequent meeting of the Board, held on the 
dlst January, 1942, when the previous decision of the Board was 
unanimously upheld with a view to avoiding encouraging 
consum[)tion by providing superfluous facilities; 

(c) that the privilege of having an “Off” licence of Messrs. D. Sorabjee 
& Co., was withdrawn by the Excise Commissioner with effect 
from the KHh October, 1928, on a very strong report of the District 
Magistrate of Mymensingh; and 

(iri) that a reprevsentalion of Messrs. D. Sorabjee & Co., for restoration 
of the “Off” licence was rejected by the Commissioner of Excise 
in 1980 and another representation for the same purpose met with 
the same fate in 1982 ; and 

(r) if the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, whether 
it has been finally decided to discontinue renewal of the “Off” 
licence of Messrs. D. Sorabjee & Co., as unanimously recommended 
by the Excise Licensing Board; if not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Barman): {a) and (h) (?), {Hi) to (in) 
Yes. 

{H) and (r) There were two “Off” licences for the sale of foreign liquor 
but one of them, namely, that held by Messrs. D. Sorabjee & Co., has been 
discontinued. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Eon ble 

Minister be pleased' to state if he has received subsequently any 
representation from Messrs. D. Sorabjee & Co.? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 am not aware of 
any such representation. 
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•titemeiit laid on the Table at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative Counoil 
held on the 15th September, 1S42. 

^ Thj Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, I lay on the Table the 
iniornjation promised in reply to question bearing No. 108 to which an 
4id interim reply was given on the 12th September, 1941; — 

Question : \\ ill the Hoii’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department 
be pleased to state — 

(a) what is the total number of overseers, store-keepers, head clerks, 

clerks, clerks in Fpper Division, (derks in I^)wer Division, 
section-holders and readers in the Jail Press and Forms Depart- 
ment in Alipore Jail; and 

(b) how many of them in each class are Muslims and how many are 

non-Muslims? 


Answer; A statement is placed on the Table of the House. 


• 

Name of appointment. 

Total 

number 

of 

appoint- 

ments. 

Held by the communities. 

Remarks. 

Mus- 

lims. 

Non-Muslims. 

Hindu. 

Sche- 

duled 

Caste. 

Others. 

Overseer 

1 


1 




Store-keeper, Forms 

1 

1 





Miscellaneous Store-keeper , . 

1 


1 




Paper Store- keeper 

1 


1 




Head Clerks 

2 


2 




Clerks, Upper Li vision 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Clerks, Lower Division 

32 

14 

13 

2 

2 

1 vacant. 

Section -holders 

2 









1 



1 ^'acant ; held 







in abeyance. 

Readers 

2 


2 




Assistant Miscellaneous Store- 

1 


1 




keeper. 







flft:s8istant Paper Store -keeper 

2 

1 

1 




Assistant Section -holders 

2 

1 

C 1 

i . 



^Clerks other than I^pper and 

39 

13 

25 




Lower Divisions. 



• 

i 






44 


STATEMENT OF 15TH SEPT. 


[15th Sept., 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I lay on the Table 
a statement furnisliirig* information promised in the replies to the supple- 
mentary questions relating to Council Question No. 95 (September, 1941) by 
Dr. Kumud Sankar Koy, m.l.c. 

Ehgihilify of Bengali sivdents fo7' admission into the Medical Colleges of 
cert^ain other Provinces in India, 

Bihar . — There is nothing in the rules of the Patna Medical College to 
prevent the admission of students from outside the province. But owing to 
limited accommodation students from outside Bihar have practically no 
chance of securing admission into the college. 

Madras . — Preference is given to students of the Madras Presidency. 
Students from outside the province have litttle chance of securing admission 
us accommodation is much too limited. Non-Madras students, if admitted, 
are required to pay twice the normal tuition fees. 

Bombay . — In the Grant Medical College, eight seats are reserved for 
extra-proviiK'ial students. The local Governments or Indian States desiring 
to reserve seats for their students are re(|uired to pay a capitation fee of 
Its. 700 ])er student ])er annum. ^ 

rnUcd Produces . — In the Lucknow University the declared number of 
medical seats are filled up bn the result of a com])etitive examination, the 
examination being restricted to students who are bona fide residents of the 
United Provinces or residents of other provinces or Indian States which have 
no Medical Colleges of their own and whose claim to admission has been 
recognized by tlie Executive Ccmimittee of the University. 

in the Agra Medical (College whicdi is managed by the United Provinces 
Government students of other ])rovinces are not ordinarily admitted. 

Punjab . — Students from Bengal are not admitted into the King Edward 
Medical College, Lahore, but Bengalis who are domi(*iIed in the Punjab or 
are nominees of the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, or North-West Frontier 
Province, or Eesident, Punjab States, are eligible for admission. The 
scale of fees is uniform in all cases. 

Affiliation of one of the Medical Schools in Calcutta to the M. B. Standard, 
of the Calcutta University. 

In 1935 the Calcutta University recommended that the Jatiya 
Ayurbijnan Vidyalaya (National Medical Institute), Calcutta, should be 
granted affiliation up to the Preliminary vScientific M. B. Standard of this 
Ihiiversity. The proposal was, however, not sanctioned 'by Government's 
it was considered that recognition of an ill-equipped and inadequately staffed 
medical institution inig^kt lead to a lowering of the standard of the medical 
education whi<'h was under the general supervision and control of the Medi- 
(‘al Council of India. It was, suggested to the University that the Inspectors 
of the Medical Council of India might be invited to inspect the equipment 
and teaching arrangements in the Vidyalaya. Subsequently, liowever, the 
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M. B. Regulations of the University were changed. The revised regulations 
w^hich were introduced in June, 1940, did no< provide for a Preliminary 
Scientific M. B. Examination. In the circumstances the ])ropo8al for affilia- 
tion of the Jatiya Ayurbijnan Yidyalaya up to the l*reliniinary Scientific 
• M. B.* Examination was not further pursued by Government and the 
Calcutta University was informed of this decision in May, 19^19. 

LeavjB of absonce. 

The following application has been received from Khan Bahadur Alhaj 
Muhammad Esmail, m.l.c , under sub-rule (/) of rule 7 of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Procedure Rules for leave of absence. 

‘‘I beg to apply under ruh^ 7(i) of the Bengal Legislative (k)uncil 
Procedure Rules for permission for my absence from the meetings of the 
Council from the 11th August, 1941, to 10th March, 19412, us 1 could n(»t 
be present due to ill-liealth.” 

The question before the Council is that penni.ssiou be granied to Khan 
Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Ksmail, m.l.c., for absence for a 
period of sixty days. 

Tljose who are of the same oj>inion will .say “Aye” and those who are 
of rtie contrary oiunion will say 

((The (piestinn was agreed to.) 

Adjournment motions. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The ( hair has received some notices of motions for 
adjournment of the House. The first one stands in the naim* of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed and runs as follows: — ^ 

That this (!ouneil do adjF.nrii its business for the piii‘])os(‘ of discussing 
a definite matter of urgent public iinportance, viz., tlie failure of the 
Government of Bengal L> put into operation an efficient and effective scheme 
or control of prices of foodstuff's and other necess^iries of life. 

Has the Hon’ble Ncv^ub Bahadur of Dacca got anything to say about 
this motion y 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: Sir, 

I beg to oppose the motion: fir.stly, on the ground that it is not a matter 
of urgent public importance; and, .secondly, the House will have an oppor- 
tunity of expressing its views fully on this matter in coimecdion with the 
discussion on the statement on the general situation in this province which 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister will make this Session. It is not a matter 

recent occurrence either. On these grounds, I beg to oppose the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQi Sir, ki addition to what my 
friend the Nawab Bahadur has said, I may be permitted to state that this 
question of price-control is inter-dependent oy many measures that have 
been taken by the Government of India over which thi.s Government has 
got no control. Therefore, I submit that it is impossible to discuss this 



46 


ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS. 


[15th* Sept., 


adjournment motion without bringing into the arena of discussion various 
matters which are entirely under the control of the Central Government. 
I may tell the House that I shall shortly make a statement on the general 
situation in this province and in that connection the matter may be discussed 
fully. The question is a recurring one and is being considered at the f)resent 
moment. If, however, there are any particular resolutions which ca'n give 
helpful suggestions to the Government, then nothing can be more welcome 
to Government and they will have nothing to object to. But if it is meant 
as a censure motion for something for which this Government does not 
accept entire responsibility, then I submit the motion should not be 
admitted . 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ dHOWDHURY: Sir, as regards the matter being 
inter-dependent upon certain other factors which are within the purview of 
the Government of India, I submit that section 98 of our Procedure Rules 
only requires that the subject-matter of an adjournment motion must 
primarily be the concern of the Provincial Government. But the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister has not yet stated that it is not the primary responsibility 
of the Government of this province to provide adequate supplies of food for 
the people committed to their charge. If, however, they disown their own 
responsibility in the matter, then I submit that it will not be in consonance 
with the Government of India^Act, §985, which provides that these matters 
are exclusive matters for eVery Provincial Government. If, however, bj’ 
certain arrangements this Government transfers some of its powers to the 
Central Government, then it is not a matter which this (V)uncil should take 
notice of. As regards the matter being discussed in course of a debate, 
I submit that no motion has been tabled with regard to this matter which 
w’ill be liit by rule 99 (4i;). At ])resent, there is no such question before the 
House for consideration. In these circumstances, I submit that the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister’s objection cannot he maintained. 

So far as the contention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
])ei)artment is concerned, namely, that it is not a matter of immediate 
urgency, I submit that if it is not a question of urgency I do not know wdiat 
is ! It is an every-day question — it is a question of life and death. The 
TLon'ble Chief Minister himself has said it is a vital question. So I think. 
Sir, it fulfils the conditions laid down in rules 98 and 99 of our Rules and 
there is no valid ground for objection. 

Mr. KUR AHMED: Sir, under the Defence of India Rules the Govern- 
ment of India have delegated large powers to the Provincial Government 
for control of prices and my motion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What have you got to say about the suggestion of 
the Premier that the i^atter m^y be discussed in detail on a statement ‘to be 
made by him? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I '?an assure the Hon’ble Chief Minister that my 
motion is not meant for censuring the Government. I want the Government 
to consider this vital question and to have a full discussion on the matter. I 
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think, Sir, after what has been said by the Hon'ble Chief Minister, this* 
motion may be considered after the suggested statement has been made by 
him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, in view of the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s 
statement you are not pressing this motion at this stage? 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item is a motion for adjournment tabled 
by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, viz. — 

That Jbhis Council do adjourn its business for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the 
novernment to give j>rotection to the students of CahuiHa colleges who are 
willing to attend iheir classes, by taking adequate steps against the picketers 
and closing down Ihe colleges by administrative order without having any 
regard to the interest of the peaceful section of the student community. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, on an adjournment 
motion it is necessary to make out tlu* responsibility of Government in 
certain alleged failures. The motion presupposes that it would be possible 
for the Government (d' Bengal, by punishing the strikers and other persons, 
to make the schools and colleges go on, I submit. Sir, it is not so. On the 
other hand, experience has shown that the case is just the reverse, and 
closing down of colleges and scdiools is supposed to be a bad example set 
by Government 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order. Sir. Tbe 
honourable member is going into the merits of the (juestion without 
mentioning 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; I do not express any opinion 
whether it is bad or good on the merits. But T say that the motion 
presupposes 

Mr. PRESIDENT; You say that it is not definite — it is vaffue? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIH AHMAD: Yes, Sir. It is vague. It 
does not give any definite reason. So, Sir, I object to it. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Six, it is a 
matter of definite urgent public importance, because it affects the educational 
interest of the entire community, and their interest will be jeopardised 
because we all know that after a very long vacation only the other day these 
schools reopened. They have been closed again and no action has been 
{aken by Government to stop picketting and other demonstrations. This 
shows that either the Government is in sympathy with these picketers or it 
cannot stop the picketers. By administrative orders these schools have been 
closed and so the educational interest of the entire nation are being 
peopardised. I submit that this matter is of urgent public importance and 
it should form the subject-matter of an adjournment motion. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: iSir, I want to say something 
regarding the objection of Khan Bahadur Kaziruddin Ahmad. He says 
* that it is not a definite matter of urgent public importance. I submit, Sir, 
it is a definite matter of urgent public importance. It is the duty of 
Government to see that citizens are allowed to continue their oidinary 
avocation and if there is any difficulty Government should protect and help 
the citizens in removing that difficulty. Now, there are students who are 
willing to attend the schools and colleges but, for the jiicketers they are 
unable to attend the schools and colleges. Government has failed to do 
anything to stop this picketting. And it is by this motion that we want to 
discuss the matter. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: How can the honourable member state definitely 
that Government failed to give protection 1o the students who were willing 
to attend their schools? Is it not possible that the guardians of many 
students asked them not to attend schools and colleges and thereby avoid 
risks to their lives which were very likely during the period of 
disturbances? 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir, we have got definite 
evidence that some students who wanted to attend schools and colleges 
wanted help from Government, but that help was refused. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; How do you presume that the Government closed 
the institutions because they were in sympaihy with the picketers? The 
schools may have been closed in the general interest of ilie students. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; But let Government justify 
that order. There are many students who have paid their school-fees and 
they are anxious to go on with their studies. But Government without 
giving these students any facilities are encouraging those picketers and 
are playing into their hands. It is only by this motion tliat we can discuss 
the matter fully. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Let us hear what ihe Education Minister has got 
to say on this point ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM: In the first place, Sir, 

1 oppose the motion. The underlying purpose of the motion is to state that 
as a matter of fact Government is not giving protection to those students 
who are desirous of prosecuting their studies. Analysed clearly, it resolves 
into this. As a matter of fact, Government is saving those boys, who are 
willing to read, from destruction. As a matter of fact, here Government 
has also its own institutions to close which are, however, few in number. 
The Islamic Intermediate College is a Government institution which has 
already closed for the Eamzan vacation. Lady Brabourne College has 
already closed for the same reason. There is another Government institu- 
tion, the Sakhawat MenioriaJ Institute, that also is closed for the Eamzan 
vacation. The only two institutions affected are the Presidency College 
and Bethune College. These are the only two colleges affected. 
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Mr, PRESIDENT, Will tho Hon^ble Min answ-or tho question as 
to whether Govenmient closed the iiistitu* • ns to help the picketersP 

^ Thf Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: To save the boys 
from tjie pieketers, and in trying to save the boys it would be necessary 
for Government to employ police force with disastrous consequence which 
no sensible man in Bengal would like, Therefon*, my friends on the other 
side put foiward a jiroposition for wdiich they are resjxmsible to a large 
extent. Secondly, tliere are other colleges and they have closed under 
rniversity orders. As a matter of fact, 1 will sliare the responsiliility with 
the T^ni\1prsity. It is not a matter in whicli 1 am solely concerned except 
so far as the Government institutions are (umcerned. Then, there is tlie case 
of non-(jovernment schools. They are not bound to obey my orders. 
Therefore, my submission is that this motion before the House lias the object 
of unnecessarily censuring the Government. It is a melafide motion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The Chair is bound to arce])t the statement of the 
Government unless it is refuted by evidence. I hold that this motion is not 
definite and so J disallow the motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I rise on a point of 
order P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I have also received another notice of an adjourn- 
ment motion from Mr. Abul (iuasem which reads as follows: — 

That this Council do adjourn its business for the purpose of discussing 
a definite matter of urgent juiblic importance, namely, the unprecedented, 
imjiroper and illegal conduct of the Bengal Ministry in allowing travelling 
allowance drawn by party members from public funds instead of from Jiarty 
fund for attending jiarty meetings in Calcutta and the demoralising effect 
it is likely to have on the pariiaimuitary life of the jirovince. 

Mr, ABUL QUASEM: Sir, the matter is set out siK'cifically in tbe 
motion which stands in my name. It is [lerfectly definite and is intelli- 
gible to all. And, besides, it is also of recent occurrence. It took place 
in tbe month of July. Sir, every one of us expected that a Session of the 
Legislature would be held, as usual, in the mouth of July; but for reasons 
which are not at all intelligible to the Opposition, the Ministry did not hold 
a Session of the Legislature in July. They, however, invited their party 
members to a party conference and thus enabled them to participate, at any 
rate, in part of their usual perquisites by allowing travelling allowances to 
them from the public funds, to keep them in good humour. This is against 
all previous practice, and I hope it will not ])e regarded by the Treasury 
Bench as a procedure “broadening from precedent to precedent.’^ Sir, it 
is a procedure over which the sooner the Ministry drew a veil, the better 
for them. vSir, this is a matter which concerns the parliamentary life of 
this province. It is a definite matter and one of urgent public importance 
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and concerns public morality. Having regard to the serious moral and 
legal issue involved and it being a matter which touches the parliamentary 
life of this province, 1 hope. Sir, you will allow me to move this motion. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE; Sir, is the motion of such 
importance that all the normal business of this House should be suspended? 
It seems to me that the matter is in tlie nature of a grievance and, there- 
fore, it can be brought up as a resolution. Is it fair that the House should 
be adjourned to discuss a matter of this kind? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ; Sir, the motion *has been 
tabled for the discussion of a matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the “unprecedented, improper and illegaT’ granting of travelling allow- 
ances from the public funds for a conference convened for party purposes. 
Sir, I have been a mem])er of several (Governments and I know of a 
Government which used to pay money to its sui)j)orters by appointing any 
number of bogus committees and also committees to roam about the whole 
of India, so tliai their pockets might be filled. Therefore, Sir, there is 
nothing unprecedented, nor improper, nor illegal in the present Govern- 
ment having granted travelling allowance etc., to its party members for 
attending a certain conferemie. May I point out to the House thaf the 
members of the party were called to (Calcutta to discuiss matters of urgent 
public iiii})()rtance. The views of the members of the party were necessary 
to be ascertained in order to enable Government to take up certain measures 
of urgent public importance. Government could nf)t get — and indeed they 
could not expect to get — any helpful suggestion from the Opposition, and it 
is for this reason that those members who were the supporters of Govern- 
ment were called and their opinions were obtained. As they came for a 
public purpose, it is but fair that they should be paid from the public 
funds. If, however, the Public Accounts Committee, the Accountaiit- 
(General, Bengal, or any such functionary decdines to supi)ort this exi)endi- 
ture, rejects the granting of this travelling allowance, or reports to the 
Government that the payment was illegal, then the members who had drawn 
these allowances are quite prepared to refund the money. But as long as 
we do not get any indication from those who scrutinise public expenditure 
about the illegality of the procedure, I submit that nothing illegal or 
improper has been committed and such an adjournment motion should, 
therefore, not be admitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS This is certainly a matter of public importance. 
But my difficulty is tliat it offends against the rule of anticipation, because 
notice bas been given by the Leader of the Opposition of a question on this 
subject and I have already admitted it. The question is as follows: — 

“Will the HoiPble Minister in charge of the Home Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether travelling allowance is being allowed to members of the 
Bengal Legislature for attending meetings of the Progressive 
Coalition Party in Calcutta ; 
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(h) whether hitlierto any travelling allowance was allowed to any 
member for attending party meetings; and 

(c) whether there is any precedent of such travelling allowance being 
allowed to partj’ members for attending party meetings?’* 

In view of this, iliis motion offends against the rule of anticipation. It is 
a matter which will come before the House in the ordinary course of 
business in a (iuestioii form. If, however, the answer to the question is 
found to be unsatisfactory, then that will be an occasion for a motion for 
adjournment. At present, I would ask the honourable member not to press 
the motion. The HorCble Chief Minister has said that there are precedents 
for granting travelling allowances to members in similar circumstances. The 
Leader of the Ui)position will ])ut questions and if the answers are satis- 
factory, there may not be an occasion for moving an adjournment motion. 
But if the answers are unsatisfactory, then alone there wdll be such an 
occasion, and there will be a chance of the motion being admitted. In that 
view of the matter, at this stage 1 do not think 1 should allow discussion of 
a motion of this kind and so 1 disallow it. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: May T put a sim])le question. Sir? 
May I enquire whether this ([uestion is going to be answered during this 
Session ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Have you given your ruling, 
Sir? May I make a submission — under the rule of antici])ation 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have already given my ruling. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Cnder rule (> of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

(1) Mr. Kamini Kumar llutta, 

(2) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashij)ur, 

(d) Mr. T. B. Ross, and 

(4) Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 
on the Panel of Chairmen for the current Session. 

Committee of Privileges. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T’^nder rule 120 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, a Committee of Privileges is to be constituted by elec- 
tion. Under Standing Order 10(2) (/), I therefore fix 1 p.m. on Saturday^ 
the 19th -September, 1942, as the last date for receiving nominations for the 
said committee. 
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Committee on Petitions. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Tinder rule 84 of the Beng’al Legislative Council 
Procedure Itules I nominate — 

The Deputy President (Chairman — ex-officAo), 

(1) Rai Keshab Chandra Baiierjee Bahadur, 

(ii) 'Mr. Satihindra Narayan Sanyal, 

(d) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, and 
(4) Khan Saliib Abul (Juasem, 

on the C’ominittee on Petitions for the current financial year. 

House Committee. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Pnder rule 122 of the Benj^al Legislative Council 
l^rocedure Rules, I nominate — 

The Dei)uty President (Chairman — (w-offido), 

(1) Mrs. K. D’Rozario, 

(2) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, 

(8) Mr. Dhireiidra Lai Barua, 

(4) Rai Radhica Bhusan Roy Bahadur, 

(5) Mr. Moazzeniali Choudhury, and 

(0) Mr. Ranajit Pal Choudhury, 

on the IIous(‘ Committee for the current Session. 


Library Committee, 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Under rule 121 of the Bengal Leg-islative Council 
Procedure Rules, 1 nominate — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(2) Dr. Kuniud Sankar Ray, 

(»8) Mr. W. B. (t. Laidlaw, 

(4) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(5) Mr. 1). J. Cohen, 

((>) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, and 
(7) Mr. Kauai Lai (loswami, 

on the Library Committee for the current financial year. 

Governor-General’s Assent to Bills. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I have now to inform the honourable members that 
the following Bills which were passed by bbth Chambers of the Bengal 
Legislature have been assented to by His Excellency the Governor-General 
under the provisions of section 70(7) of the Governinent of India Act, l&a5, 
namely : — 

(1) the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1942, and 

(2) the Bengal Touts Bill, 1942. 
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Governor’s Assent to Bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have also to inform Ihe ho no lira Lie inenihf'rs that 
the following Bills which were passed hy Loth Chambers of the Beng*al 
lie^rislature have been assented to by His Excellency the Governor under 
*the provisions of section 7o of the Govi'rnment of India Act, 1937), 
namely : — 

(1) the Ben^^al Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1942, 

(2) the Ben<»‘al Non-A^ricultural Tenani‘y (Temjiorary Provisions) 

Extendin^^ Bill, 1942, and 

(3) the Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas) Amendmmit Bill, 

1942. 

Messages received from the Assembly. 

The SECRETARY: Sir, I lie following* messages iiave been received 
from the Bengal Legislative Assembly : — 

“(1) 3'’hc Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 27th 
March, 1942, agreial to the Bengal Non-Agri(*iill ural Tenancy (Temporary 
Provisions) Extending Bill, 1942, as jiassed b\ -the Bengal Legislative' 
(hmncil, without any amemlments. 

S. J. Hasitkmy, 

Dt’pufif Spralicr, 

Bengal Legislative . I sse m hlg . 

(2) The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on th<' 2n(I 
A})ril, 1942, agrec'd to the Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1942, as ])assed by the Bengal liegislative Council, without any 
aiueiidmonts. 

S. J. H.^siikmy, 

Deputy Speaker, 

Beiig(il I.eifi shit ire Assemtfl y. 

(3) The Bengal Leg^ dative A'^sembly al its meeting held on the 27th 
March, 1942, agreed to the aniendn»eni madi' by the Bengal Legislative 
Council in the Beng-nl Touts Bill, 1949. 

S. J. HlSlJEMY, 

Deputy Speaker, 

Bengal Legislaf i re Assembly. 

(4) The Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1942, 
as passed by the Bengal Legislative A.ssembly at its meeting held on the 
27th March, 1942, has been duly signed by me and is annexed herewith. 
The concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Council to the Bill is re([ucsted. 

S. J. Hashemy, 

Deputy Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly. 
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Sir, I herewith lay on the Table the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
(Second Amendment) Bill, 1942, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly at its meeting held on tbe 27tb March, 1942. 

Laying of the Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 1942. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 'Sir, under section 88 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay the Bengal Turbulent Areas 
Ordinance, 1942. 

Governor’s Message regarding Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) 

Bill, 1941. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble President vacated the Chair.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am now reading the 
Message of His Exc'cllency the Governor under section 75, Government of 
India Act, 1935, regarding the Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) 
Bill, 1941. The message reads as follows: — 

The Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1941, has been 
passed by both Chambers of the Bengal Legislature and has been presented 
to the Governor in accordance with section 75, Government of India Act, 
1935. Having given my most careful attention to the Bill, I am of opinion 
that it is my duty to return it to the Legislature in accordance with the 
proviso to the said section and to request the Chambers to consider it in 
regard to the following iioints. 

2. Sufficient attention does not appear to have been paid to the effect 
of the pro])osed new sections 37A and 37B upon the ])rovisions of the exist- 
ing section 27 of Act XI of 1859. The latter section i)rovides that where 
the purchase money has been fully paid, a sale against which no appeal 
has been preferred shall become final on the (iOth day after the date on which 
it took place; and under section 28 a certificate of sale is thereafter to be 
issued immediately, and possession is to be delivered under section 29. An 
application under the new section 37A may be rejected, and an appeal can 
be preferred against an order of rejection within 30 days of the date of the 
order. That date may be considerably more than OO days from the date 
of the sale, and such an appeal is not an appeal against the sale itself. In 
order therefore to obviate the necessity for cancelling a certificate of sale 
already granted under section 28, and for the surrender of possession by a 
purchaser who has received possession, it is necessary to insert in the Bill 
itself an amendment of section 27 to provide that a sale shall not become 
final until any application under section 37 A or any appeal under section 
37B has been dismissed. 

3. Secondly, the Bill does not clearly specify whether the provisions 
of the proposed new sections 37 A and 37B override those of section 6. 
Administrative difficulty is likely to arise unless this lacuna is filled, and 
as the intention of the Bill appears to be that the provisions of section 6 
should in fact be read as being subject to those of sections 37A and 37B, 
it is necessary to make this intention clear by an amendment. 



4. After due consideration, therefore, I have decided to recommend to 
the Bengal Legislative Chambers that the Bill be amended in the manner 
stated in the following recommendation, and I appoint the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of the Revenue Depart- 
ment, to be the Meml)er in charge of the Bill. 

6. In pursuance of the provisions of the proviso to section 75 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, I, John Arthur Herbert, Governor of 
Bengal, do recommend to the Bengal Legislative Chambers that they do 
amend the Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1941, by, the 
adoption, without further amendments, of the following amendments, that 
is to say, — 

(1) After clause I of the Bill the following clause shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

^‘lA. In section 27 of the Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 1859 
(hereinafter referred to as the said Act) 

(а) after the words ‘no appeal shall have been preferred^ the words, 

figures, letters and brackets ^or in resiHJct of which no applica- 
tion under section 37A has been made or in respect of which no 
appeal under sub-section (3) of section 37B has been preferred^ 
shall be inserted ; 

(б) after the words ’dismissed by the Commissioner’ the words, 

figures, letters and brackets ‘or in respect of which an applica- 
tion under section 37A may have been made or an appeal under 
sub-section (3) of section 37B may have been preferred and such 
application or appeal has been dismissed’ shall l)e inserted.” 

(2) In clause 2 of the Bill — 

(a) for the words and figures “Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 1859” 

the words “said Act” shall be substituted, 

(b) in sub-section (1) of section 37B proposed to be inserted after 

section 37 of the Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 1859, before 
words, figur*^*^ and letter “Wliere the deposit required by section 
37 A” the words “Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere 
in this Act” shall be inserted. 


J. A. Herbert, 

Governor of Bengal. 

Ike 26th February, 1042. 

Message from the Legislative Assembly regarding Governor’s Message. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I now'^ proceed to read the message from 
the Legislative Assembly. It is as follows: — 

The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 27th 
March, 1942, considered the message from His Excellency the Governor 
under the proviso to section 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935, and 

7 
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agreed to the following amendments to the Bengal Land Eevenue Sales 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941, recommended therein by His Excellency. The 
concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Council to this decision of the Legis- 
lative Assembly with regard to the adoption of these amendmen/;s is 
requested, namely thait : — 

{1) After clause 1 of the Bill the following clause shall be inserted, 

namely : — 

“lA. In section 27 of the Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 1859 
(hereinafter referred to as the said Act) : — 

(a) after the words 'no appeal shall liave been preferred’ the words, 
figures, letters and brackets ‘or in respect of which no applica- 
tion under section r37A has been made or in respect of which no 
appeal under sub-section (3) of section 37B has been preferred^ 
shall be inserted ; 

{h) after the words ‘dismissed by the Commissioner’ the words, 
figures, letters and brackets ‘or in respect of which an applica- 
tion under section 37A may have been made or an apj^eal under 
sub-section {3) of section 37B may have been preferred and such 
application or appeal has been dismissed’ shall be inserted.” 


(2) In clause 2 of the Bill — 

(a) for the words and figures “Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 1859” 
tlie words “said Act” shall be substituted, 


(At this stage some Assembly members entered the Cliamber through 
the eastern door.) 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: -Sir, there are outsiders in this 

House. 


Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT (continuing) : Order, order. Let me 
finish the message : — 

(6) in sub-section (i) of section 37B proposed to be inserted after 
section 37 of the Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 1859, before 
the words, figures and letter “Where the deposit required by. 
section 37 A” the words “Notwithstanding anything contained 
elsewhere in this Act” shall be inserted. 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I again draw your 
attention to the fact that some strangers have entered our Chamber? 



1942.] ADJOURNMENT. 57. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT* Order, order. I aio not transacting any 
business now. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, in such a case the 
Crovernment of India Act provides that if tliere is any outsider, that is, a 
person who is not a member of the House or who is not an othcial of the 
Council, in the Chamber, then such person may be fined to tlie extent of 
rupees five hundred. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House now s binds adjourned till 
p.in. on Thursday, the 17th September. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 17th 
September, 19|2. 
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Mamberg absent. 

The following inembei^ were absent from the meeting held on the 15th 
September, 1942:— ^ 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(2) Mr. Srisli Chandra Cliakraverti. 

(3) Mr. BankiniHlhandra Datta. 

(4) Mr. NarShdra Cliandra I>atta. 

(5) Mr. Kainini Kumar Dutta. 

(6) Mr. Kauai Lai Goswami. 

(7) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(8) Khan Bahadur iSyed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(9) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(10) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(11) Sir T. Lamb. 

(12) Mr. J. M(‘Farlane. 

(13) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(14) llai Sahib J. M. Sen. 

(15) Mr. J, B. Ross. 

(16) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 
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BENGAL'^LEGISCATIVE COUNfcfc ^fi|ATES 


Second Session, 1i42-»No. 2. 


The Council met^in the Lej^islative Chamber of the Le^jislative Building, 
Calcutta* on Thursday, tke^7th September, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., being the 
second day of the Second ^ssion of 1942, pursuant to section 62 (5) (o) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chanj)U4 Mitra) was in the 
Chair. 


Obituary Reference. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Honourable members of the Council: Before taking 
up the Order Paper of the day, the Chair deeply regrets to announce the 
death of Mr. Hirendra Nath Datta, one of the most illustrious Sons of 
Bengal, which occurred yesterday at his Calcutta re^ence. An eminent 
man of letters, a reUowned philosopher and an ardent nationalist, Mr. Datta 
occupied a unique position in the soci^ and cultural life of this province 
for nearly half a century. 

After a uniformly brilliant academic career in the University, Mr. Datta 
was enrolled as a Solicitor of the Calcutta High Court where lie practised 
with oonspicjuous success. But although his achievements in these spheres 
were remarkable enough, yet it is ^r his indefaligable and inestimable 
contributions in the domain of Bengali lilerature as well as in flie cause of 
Indian nationalism tliat his memory will be cherished by his admiring 
countrymen. 

Quite early in his public life, Mr. Datta felt the nei^d for re(‘on-* 
structiiig the Indian nation on the baihis of self-help and self-realisation, 
and employed his undoubted talents to this end without allowing himself to 
be engrossed jn the more spectacular aspects of national service which would 
kaf6^J|JBDje^l,,hiiicJ||jap plaudSis from the public. He was one of the founders 
oi 0linc11.oPSi^ucation which was designed to serve as a meiins 

of turning WP snrtdyr ^d self-ri4ig&it youthrs imbued with the ideals of 
nationalism On'S services^ ft the masses. I had had ojijiortiinities 

of coming into very^^se contaflj^^ith him in connection with the affairs 
of thir institution, and € can pjk^nally testify 4hat it was to his untiring 
efforts that it owes ||fc^pre8ent development . as a College of 

Engineeri|g and Technology, 'g^oying a unique status and recognition all 
over India abroad. ■JT’ ^ . 

Another insti^tion which Had, attracted his single-minded devotion was 
the Bangiya S^hi%1i Parishad,* ^His resourcefulness and rich contributions 
during its earlier etages played no inconsiderable part in helping this 
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institution to attain it» present position "as a medium of national regenera- 
tion. His interpretatioir^'of the nfeo-romantic literature, his learned books 
on the various intpcate "'aspects of Indian pjploj^ophyiind religion constitute 
priceless .giits to"*!Bengali literature. 

Ija politics, Mr. Datta^^belonged 1o the more advanced nationalist* school 
and will be remembered for^ the Reading part he took in the Home Buie 
Movement of Mrs .V Annie B^^ant. Latterly, however, he had practically 
retired from active politics. During the lalt few years of his life, his 
interest centred'^principally round "philosophical researches which are 
specimens of his monumental scholarship. Ind'eed, in the noble but very 
difficult tisk of unfolding the truth and bea^tjSt underlying the ancient 
civilisation of India, he had hardly anj’^ rival in modern Bengal. 

In private life Mr. Datia was singuhirly unissuming and modest and 
always tried to avoid the limelight. He was a typical example of the 
ciiltured Bengalee of the old school whose rank is getting thinner day by 
day. 

Bengal is undoubtedly the poorer today by the death of this illustrious 
son of hers and the void which it hiis created in her public life will be 
difficult to fill up. 

May his soul rest in peace ! 

The Chair desir^ the honourable members to rise in their places as a 
mark of respect to tho'^memory of the deceased. 

(After the members rose^*) 

The sincere condolences of the House will be conveyed to the members 
of the bereaved family. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Questions with replies which remained unanswered during the 
First Session, 1942. 

The Bengal jShildren Act, 1922. 

41. Mr. NUR AHM>ED; Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Homo Department be pleased to- state — 

(a) to what areas and districts in Bei|g%I t^e Qhfidren Act of 

1922 has been extended up to 30th October, ^ v 

(b) how many industrial and reformatory scho(ds^l^ave'“b€en established 

under sub-section (1) of section 6 of *the*^ Bengal Children Act, 

1922; and ' ■ * 

(c) how many youngf* offenders were .Retained ^in these schools during 
V the years 1937, 1938, 1939 and .1940, res^ctivelyP 

MINISTER in charge cl the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq)S (a) Except a few sub-sectiona^of sections 27 and 
28, the Bengal Children Act, 1922, at present extelds to* the town of 
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Calcutta, tlie suburbs and the port of Calcutta, the Municipality of Hownab, 
tbe police-stations of Bally, Jagacha, Sankrail and Bomjur in the district 
of Howrah and the police-sfiitions of Baranagar, Barraokpore, Tittagarh, 
Noap^ra, Khardah, Naihatf^aiid Jagatdal in the district of 24-Parg<lfnas. 

(h) The only institutions that have been established under sub-section (1) 
of section 6 of the Bengal Children Act are the Rofo^iatoiy and Industrial 
Schools at Alipoi'e. ^ 

(c) The number of youn|f offenders detained in these schools is — 


1937 ... ’•4* ... ... ... ^273 

1938 ... .. ... ... ... 277 

1939 ... ... ... 269 

1940 ... ... ... ... 250 


42. Mr. KUR AHM^ED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many schools have been certified under sub-section (2) of 

section G of the Bengal Children Act of 1922 ; 

(b) how many children and young oft'endeis were detained (/) in the 

Government certified schools, and (/?) in private certified schools 
in 1937, 1938, 1939, 1940 and 1941; 

(c) what expenditures were incurred by the Government of Bengal 

dining tliese years for the Government certified schools and the 
piivate certified schools; 

(J) whether it is a fact that the number of the private certified scIkhiIs 
in Bengal is very small and the number of children and young 
offenders detained tlierein is also small; and 
(e) if so, whether the Government propose to certify more private 
schools jauder sub-section (2) of section 6, of the Bengal Children 
Act, 1922; if not, why not? 

Th® Hon’We Mr. A. K« FAZLUL HUQ: {a) The Salvation Army 
Women’s Industrial Home, Behala, is the only institution certified under 
section 6 (2) of the Bengal Children Act. There are six private institutions 
recognised by Government under section 28 of the Act — 

(1) The 'Gobinda Kumar Home, Paniiihati. 

(2) The Salvation Army Women’s Industrial Home, Behala. 

(3) The Fendall Home, Calcutta. 

(4) The Society for the Protection qt Children in India, Calcutta. 

(5) The All-Bengal Women’s Industrial Union. 

(6) The Calcutta Homeless Boys’ Home. 

(b) and (c) A stat^ent is laid on the Table. Figures for 1941 are being 
collected. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) No, because of lack of funds. 
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4Sb Mir. NUR AHMiED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) to what areas and districts in Bengal, the Bengal Children* Act, 

• 1922, has been extended up to 1941 ; 

(б) whether it has been extended to Dacca altd Chittagong; and 

(c) if not, whether the Government propose to extend it to Chittagong 
without further dalay; if not, why not? 

The Uott’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Except a few sub-sections 
of sections 27 and 28, the Bengal Children Act, 1922, at present extends to 
the town of Calcutta, the suburbs and the port of Calcutta, the Municiimlity 
of Howrah, the polioe^tations of Bally, Jagacha, Sankrail .and Domjur in the 
district of Howrah and the police-stations of Baranagar, Barrackpore, 
Tittagarh, Noapara, Khardah, Naihati and Jagatdal in the district of 
24-Pargana8. 

(h) and (c) No, because of lack of funds. 

Arrest of Mr. Faziul Quader Chowdhury. 

44. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMiUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
the circumstances under which Maulvi J^izliil Quader Chowdhuiy, a Law 
student, was aiTested at Laksam in the- first week of January last, and the 
offence with which he has been charged? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He was arrested at Laksam on 
requisition by the Superintendent of Police, Faridpur, and charged with an 
offence under the Defence of India Rule ^18 (prejudicial speecdi) committed 
in Faridpur. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Was there any 
trial in that case, and with what result? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say. Perhaps he 
was let out. 


Mr. 8arat Chandra Bose, M.L.A. 

* 

45. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: 4a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state what steps have so 
far been taken by the Government of Bengal to get Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose, M.T..4., released, or in the allernative, to move proper authorities to 
have his case placed before Court giving him an opportunity of being heard 
and defended? 

(6) Is it a fact that Mr. Bose is suffering from illness and many incon*^ 
vfniences in the Trichinopoly Jail? 
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(c) What steps have so far been taken by the Government to get him, 
pending his release, repatriated to Bengal or to some other healthy station 
near Bengal suited to him and also to his family members, friends and rela- 
tions to see him from time to time and to secure for his family members an 
adequate allowance ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; {a) A representation was made 
to the Governmeiit^of India by myself and my colleagues to reconsider 
their decision regarding Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

(h) No. 

(c) Several representaiions on these points have been mad6 to the 
Government ot India by the Council of Ministers collectively and by my 
colleagues. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in which jail Mr. Bose is now lodged? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He is not in jeil. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Where is he detained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mercara, in Coorg. 

^ Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the present state of the health of Mr. Bose? Is it a fact 
that he is very ill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Home Member of the 
Government of India gave a reply in the Central J^egislature which has 
been published in the newspapers today. I cannot say anything further. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
make an enquiry as regards the health of Mr. Bose? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Certainly. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: With reference to answer (a), 
what does the Hoii’ble Minister mean by “myself and my colleagues”? 
Have they made these representations in their personal capacity or as 
members of Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think sub-clause (r) gives 
the answer. ? 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Do the words Council of 
Ministers” mean the Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot throw more light than 
what I can find from the Government of India Act, 1935, and my honourable 
friend is personally aware what the “Council of Ministers” is. “Council of 
Ministers” is a body of men to advise the Governor in the administration of 
the province. 
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Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I infer that the Bengal 
Government as such were not concerned with these representations? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Has the Government of 
•Bengal made a distinction between the Council of Ministers and Bengal 
Government, because the question was not taken up by the Bengal Govern- 
ment? There is a distinction between “Council of Ministers” and “Govern- 
ment of Bengal” in the Act. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The honourable member who 
put the question put it as the “Government of Bengal” and T, therefore, 
thought *that the proper answer would be to say “Council of Ministers”. 

Mr, Ashraf addin Chowdhury. 

46. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the circminstances which 
led to the issue of orders of restraint under the Defence of India Rules on 
(1) Mr. Ashrafaddin Chowdhury, formerly Secretary, Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee, and (2) Mr. Ashu Singh, Secretaiy, Forward Bloc, 
both of Comilla, restricting their movements there, and on Mr. Abdul 
Malpk also of Comilla, President of the Krishak Proja Party, externing him 
from Calcutta? 

(h) Does the Hon*ble Minister propose to take steps to revise the 
orders and remove the order of restraint on them ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) For activities which were 
considered to be prejudicial to public order by the local officers in respect 
of (1) and (2) and by Government in respect of Mr. AMul Malek. 

(h) Order of restriction against Mr. Abdul Malek has been withdrawn, 
that against Maulvi Ashraf uddin Ahmed Chowdhury has been temporarily 
susj>ended. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; ‘Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether these men are under detention under the operation of the 
Defence of India Rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I am aware, they 
are not under detention. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR; Will the Hon’ble Minister bo pleased to state 
if Mr. Ashraf uddin Ahmed (ffiowdhury is in jail or outside? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 want notice. My information 
is that he is not in jail. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to make 
an enquiry into the matter and find out the whereabouts of the person? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Mr. Ashu Singh, the Secretary of the Forward Bloc, is in 
jail? A general answer was given that they were not in jail, but I am 
putting the question separately as to whether Ashu Singh was in jail or in 
detention. 

The Hoifble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 sliall make an enquiry; I 
cannot give any reply off-hand. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I know when this question was 
received by the Hon'ble Minister? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not remember the date. 

Crimifial appeal No. 370 of 1940. 

47. Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial De])artment be pleased to state 
who were the accused in the case out of which arose criminal ap])eal No. 
^170 of 1940 before the Hon’ble High Court of Calcutta? What were in 
short the facts of the offence and against whom and at wdiat place and 
district was the offence committed? When was the appeal disposed of by 
the Hon’ble High Court and with wdiat result? , 

(h) Who was the Deputy Jjegal Remembrancer of the Calcutta High 
Cdurt at the time of the hearing of the appeal referred to in part (a)? 
Did he a])p(*ar lor the (Vown in that ai>i)eal? If not, why not? Who 
apj>eared at the hearing on Indialf of the accused in that appeal? 

(c) Is it a fact tliat the Deputy Legal Remembrancer refrained from 
ai)i>earing on behalf of the Crown and appeared on behalf of the accused 
though the (how'ii w'as one of the parties in the said case? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a) In criminal appeal No. 370 of 1940 
amongst 12 accused persons, three (Imaiiaddi, Golap Khan and Jaynaddi) 
filed appeijil to the High Court against their {•onviction and sentence under 
section 390, Indian Renal Code, by the Additional Sessions Judge of Khulna 
on the 2()th April, 1940. The application wus summarily dismissed by 
Bartley and Roxburgh, JJ., on the 11th July, 1940. 

(h) Mr. D, N. Bhattacborji was acting as the Deputy Legal Remem- 
brancer at the time of hearing of the apjwal. As the appeal was sum- 
marily dismissed the question of appearance for the Crown did not arise. 
Mr. C. F. All, Advocate, represented the petitioners. 

(c) No. 

Co-operative Sooieties. 

43, Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebted- 
ness Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what steps do the dovernment propose to take for reducing the 
heavy arrear dues of the co-operative societies; 
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(h) what is the total amount of arrear dues and what portion of it 
has been reported by the local officers as irrecoverable; 

(c) whether anj’ orders have been issued for oil* the irrecover- 

, able arrears ; 

(d) what steps have been taken to resuscitate moribund co-operative 

banks ; 

(e) what is the number of such banks and their ag^repate capital; 

(/) what percentage of agricultural debt is dealt with by the co-opera- 
tive Iwmks; and 

(g) how the (iovernment propose to tackle the entire agricultural credit 
problem ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
IN0EBTEDN»8 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Hashem Ali Khan): Ftudlities have been provided for the settlement 

of the debts by starting a large niiniber of (\>-operative Debt Settlement 
Boards. 

(h) The overdue ])rino!pal from the meml>ers to the agri(‘ultural credit 
societies amounts approxinja(<*ly to laklis. 

The amount of irrecoverable debt will depend u|M)n th(‘ annnint to whifdi 
the debts of the members may be reduced by the Debt Settlement Boards 
w'hen the members approach them. 

(c) As the money belongs to the depositors, (iovernment have no 
authority to issue an order tor the writing oft* of any arrears. 

(^7) The following steps have been taken : — 

(/) Issue of a large amount of crop loan through the Co-operative 
Societies. 

(ii) Establishment of Co-oiwative Debt Settlement Boards which will 
settle the debts of the members and would thereby stimulate 
rejniyment. 

(e) The information will not be available till the debt of each meml)er 
is examined. 

if) Accurate figures of the totfil agricultural debts in the Province are 
not available. 

(g) Government are issuing large amounts of crop loan to meet the 
requirements of the cultivators for cultivation purjmses. The question of 
taking other measuies as may be found nece.ssary and possible, will 
receive due consideration of Government at the pro])er time. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that a sub-committee was appoiifted by the late Ministry for 
making recommendations for the improvement of the condition of moribund 
banks P If so, was any action taken on their recommendation? 
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The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I am sorry 
I am not aware of any such report : I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: WiU the Hon’bie 
Minister kindly enquire if there was any such report by the sub-oommittee ? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Certainly. 

Khan Bahadur lAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the Hon’bie 
Minister be pleased 1o state the approxijniite figure of the total agricultural 
debt of the province? The ITon’ble Minister has stated that accurate figures 
of the total agricultural debt are not available. But can he give us any 
idea of the appix^ximate figure of the total agricultural debt in this province.^ 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHi^N: Without 
notice I am unable to do that. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With reference 
to {g)f are the crop loans issued in ordinary tijues or only in times of 
distress ? , 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Yes, in 
ordinary times also, that is, at the time of cultivation, transplantation, etc. 
If there is actual necessity for any loan by a cultivator, then such loan is 
always issued. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the Hon’bie 
Minister be ple^ised to state what amount was distributed hist year? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Last year 
alK)iit Bs. 44J Inklis ora little more tlhan that wore distributed. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Will the HoulAe 
Minister be jdeased to state if this crop loun is confined to members of the 
co-operative societies or to oth(»r cultivators also? 


The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Members 
of the (‘o-operative rural societies as well as members of the new crop loan 
societies. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: May I know 
what percentage of agricultural population is covered by the members of the 
oo-opemtive societies of the province? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Without 
notice I cannot say — I want notice. 
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Quettioiis tabled for the Current Session and answers thereto. 

Chairman of the BakarganJ District Boardt 

3. Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the TIon’ble Minister, Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan, 

is still the Chairman of Bakarganj Distri(‘1 Board ; and 

(b) if the reply is in the affirmative, for how long duri.:g the last 

8 months he stayed at Barisal and carried on the work of the 

Board ? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): 

(a) No. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

Sr. HAMiDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’blo Minister b« 
pleased to state when Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali Khan resigned 
from the Chairmanship of the District Board of Bakarganj? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I think towards the end 
of July last. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Was he acting as Chairman all 
this time from December, 1941? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: There were two Vice- 
Chairmen and although he was Chainnaii, the work was lieing carried on 
by the Vice-Chairmen. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Was it a pioper course for the 
Hon’ble Minister to continue as Chairman for such a long time after he 
became a Minister? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. That is a matter of opinion. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the Hon’ble Mr. Hashem Ali refrained from sending 
in his resignation till the month of July after having been appointed a 
Minister of the Government of Bengal ? 


The Hon’blo Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I want notice. 
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Chairman of the Bogra Distriot Board. 

4. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state why the members of the Bogra District ‘Board 
were denied the right of electing their Chairman on the resignation of Khan 
Bahadur Muhammad Ali ChowdhuryP 

(h) Why was one who was not even a member of the Board appointed 
as Chairman by the Government? 

{c) What are the special qualifications of this gentleman for this 
appointment ? ‘ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: {a) When Khan Bahadur 
Muhammad Ali resigned his chairmanship of the Bogra District Board, 
Government had information that there were two strong parties in the said 
District Board almost equal in numerical strength and they were satisfied 
that the election of a Chairman from either party would not be in the best 
interest of the Board, as such a Chairman might find it difficult to carry out 
his duties without undue obstruction or hindrance. Hence Government 
decided to appoint a Chairman. 

(h) Government were advised that the Bengal Tiocal Self-Government 
Act contemfdates that a Chairman ajjpointed by Government should always 
be an outsider, i.e., a non-member. 

(c) Mr. Altaf Ali, m.l.c., had served for several years as Chairman of 
the Bogra District Board and Government considered him to be quite 
suitable for this office. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Arising out of answer («), will 
the lion hie Minister he pleased to disclose the sour(‘e of liis information 
that Bie parties were equally divided? 

Th6 Mon’blo Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Us I got a representation 
signed by a number of members of the board themselves that they were 
anxious to support Mr. Altaf Ali and that showed that the number was almost 
equally divided. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Which was the other party that 
was not supqmrting Mr. Altaf Ali? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Those who had not 

signed the representation supi>orting Mr. Altaf Ali belonged to the other 
party. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is this the information of the 
Hon^ble Minister or does he think that it is so? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr, 8ANTS8H KUMAR BA8U: I got a representation 
signed by the supporters of Mr. Altaf Ali. No representation signed by the 
supporters of the other candidate reached me. 
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Mr* HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is iluit the only reason wliy 
Mr. Altaf All was appointed Chairman of tlie lk)jrr4i Municipality ? 

Th6 Hon’bis Mr* 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Us as I have said in luy 
reply, the reason wliy a (^hairnian was apjK>inte was that there were two 
strong parties in the district l>oard almost equal in numerical strength. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs Did the Ilon’ble Minister find 
out whether these very party tactions were there before in this board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I did not consider it 
necessary to enquire. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister says 
that it would be difficult for the board to function if the Government were 
to appoint an elected chairman of the board ; but did he enquire how far the 
party factions did affect the administration of the board P 

Tbs Hon’ble Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: From the conversation I 
had with one or two members of the opposite party, it appeared that the 
administration of the bocfrd could not possibly be plain-sailing and in the 
interest of the district board and the* di.strict itself it would not have been 
fair to have an elected chairman Mho might not have a good M’orkiug 
majority. It M’ould have been difficult for the elected chairman to carry on 
the administration properly. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it noM" the policy of Govern- 
ment to appoint anoutsidc'r io a district lM)ard where there are pai'ty factions? 

Th6 Hon^ble Mr, 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Sir, as 1 have alreadv 

said that dm* to tactions and due to tin* tact that the parties Men* so 

equally balanct*d, it would have hee?» ditliciilt tor any t*leet(‘f| chairman to 
carry on the admini.stration without any undue (d)structioji or hindrauce. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Was the opinion 
of the District Magistrate tak< a as to the respective stienglh of the parties? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Well, Sir, I did not 
consider it necessiiry when I had a Mritten and signed representation of the 
members themselves. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYJED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Was the 

representation submitted from Imth sides, and udiat M'as the number of 
members who signed the representation from each side? 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I have already 
answered that question. 

(At this stage several honourable members rose to put supplementary 
questions.) 
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Mft PRESIDENT: Order, order. Let the Hon'ble iie Leader of 
Opposition first put his supplementary questions. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, the Hon’ble 

Minister has not given any definite figure as to the strength of the resT^ective 
parties. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir, I remember that a 
written representation was also shown to me by some members of the 
opposite party and from those two repjesentations it appeared that out of 18 
meml)ers, 8 members were actually supporting Mr. Altaf Ali and requesting 
that he should be appointed Chairman, and tliere was another member to 
be appointed by (iovernment whose jdaee was then vacant, and it could be 
expected that he too would sujiport the appointed Chairman. So, there 
were 0 members against 9. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the information supplied to 
the ITon’ble Minister given hy his department or has it just now been 
whispered to him by Mr. Altaf Ali? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BABU: I got this information 
from one of the elected members of the Inxird. , 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the IloiCble Minister be 
pleatsed to state whether he has verified the signatures of the members to be 
genuine or not ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; I Lad no reason to doubt 
tile correctness or tlie genuineness of the signatures. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With reference 
to (c), is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Mr. Altaf Ali was declared 
insolvent for some time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I have no information. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aw^are that due to bad management of his estate, he had to oome 
away from Ikigra and had to work in Calcutta for a very long time as an 
employee in a private firm? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I submit that this 
question is wholly irrelevant? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state when the letter of withdrawal of the resignation of Khon 
lliihadur Muhammad Ali Chowdhury was received in the department 
concerned? That is, w’as it before or after the resignation was accepted? 
And why was the withdmwal of resignation not accepted? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; Government was advised 
by its legal adviser that such withdrawal was not according to law. 
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Mfi HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble Minister awnre 
that Mr. Altaf Ali is not even a voter in the ilistrict board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: is not necessary that 

chairman apiiointed by Goveniment should be a ‘ .»tci . 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Docs ni)t the Hon’ble Minister 
consider that an elected chairniaii takes more interest in tlie atVairs of the 
district board than an apjKiinted chairman I-' 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: That mav be so. 

e 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 
that the Act provides only for 18 members y So, the chairman apiminted 
by Government is an addition to tliat number. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: As T have already s^iid, 
Government was advised that tlie chairman appointed by Government sluiuld 
always be an outsider, /.c., a non-member. 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pUntised to 
stat^ if it has become the practice with the jire.sent Government to anticipate 
troubles and quarrels amongst diflcrent parties in the district boards and in 
anticipation of the troubles to ap])oiut chairmen thereby denyinjj^ the 
members their statutory ri^dit ol clcctin*;' cliairmmr:^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Am 1 to answer this 
question, Sir? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The honourable member wants to know the jxilicy 
of the Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The Government in the 
discharge of their responsibilities have got to foresee event which probably 
the members of the Opposition are not cxjiccted to do. 

Improvement of roads, etc. 

5« Mr. NUR AHMED; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in (‘barge of the 
Communications and Works Dejiartment lie jilea.sed to state how much Tiave 
been spent from the contribution by the Central Government, and from the 
Provincial Government Fund (i) on inqirovement of road.s and communica- 
tions, (it) on improvement and construction of bridges, {lii) on excavation of 
hhaU and navigable channels, and {iv) on irrigation works in the district of 
Chittagong? 

{h) What are the scheme.s and projects on which the amounts mentioned 
in part (a) have been spent? 

(c) What further irrigation scheme, improvement of roads and construc- 
tion of bridge projects in Chittagong are still pending for allotment of 
necessary funds? 
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{d) Are any irrigation and other schemes for Chittagong still pending 
and have not been sanctioned as yet? If so, what are they? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) and {h) As 

information is required to Ik^ collected for several years it will take time to 
do so. The information will be furnished as soon as it is ready. 

(r) One project for constructing a bridge over the Sarta Khal for which 
Government have decided to make a contribution of Rs. 73,000 out of the 
Motor Vehicles Tax Fund reserve and two irrigation projects, viz., 
(1) improvement of the Dhurung Khal and (2) re-excavation of the Hangar 
Khal estimated to cost R8.26,367 and RsJ7,511, respectively, are pending for 
allotment of funds. These projects have been held in abeyance owing to 
abnormal situation created by the war. 

{d) No other schemes are pending and awaiting the sanction of Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, part (d) of the ques- 
tion has been j)ut in a vague form. If my honourable friend gives me the 
year, I will answer the question. 

Quinine plantation. 

6. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
inVlnvrge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state what is 
the total number of gazetted appointments in the quinine jdantation? 

(b) How many of them are Hindus and how many are Mu>lims? 

ic) Has the appointment of Manager oi the Quinine Sale Department 
already been made? If so, has it been given to a Hindu or a Muslim? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr, Upendra Nath Barman): Eleven. 

(b) Five Hindus. No Muslims. 

(c) No. A Hindu has been aj)])oinled temporarily. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: With regard to answer (c), 
was any attempt made to find out a suitable Muhammadan candidate? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; The man has been 
appointed tem])orarily and Government have not come to a final decision 
^8 yet. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the HoiFble Minister be pleased to 
state if the post was advertised for? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Thf matter has not 
yet heen finally decided and so the question does not arise? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon^ble Minister in finally decid- 
ing about the matter keep in mind the necessity of advertising the post? 
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Th« Hon'ble Mr. UPENORA NATH BARMAN: I will l>e«r that in 
mind. 

Mfi HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs Is the polic'y ot (ioverii- 
ment to appoint soinehody to officiate for some tiiiu’ and ilieu pres.s his 
claim ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That was tlie policy of 
rhe last Government. 

Mr. /iARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: AVill tlie Hon hie Minister he 
ploiCsod to .slate \^lia1 is the iiai]ona1il\ of tlie si\ oIIkm' ^‘azetfed (*ni])lovees 
in this department who are non-Hindus ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: They are all 

Kuropeans. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will die 
Hon hie ^linislm' he ])lease(] to state' ns to how lon/^’ this man has hemi act- 
ing’ as majiao'ery Tin’s is with reference to answer (r). 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I or the last three or 
tour*months, [ hclieve. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: With rt*f(»rence to (c), wliat 
a-ay he tlio expected duration of tliis temporary appointment 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Perliajis till a ])erjnanent 
appointment is made, or jicrhajis, what is hotter, till tin* man is himself 
appoin t i‘d jiermanen t ly . 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; I have nothinn 
further to say, Sir. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: W ill ilo Hon hli Minister he 
pleased to state what are the present .nTrtiifn'ment.s of (lovernmmit for the 
s5ih* of fininim*'' 

(So\lK IlOXorHM'.M' Ml-Mm'lf*-' 'ril.lt (jue^linji dn**^ not arise.) 

I think, Sii, liaviii” le^anl to the tart that a maiia»^er i.s ^-oin^ to he 
ap])ointed lo take I’haru-' id' tie* “ale of (|niiilrH*, 1 am imtith'd to ask what 
an' tlic‘ jiresiOit a]’iaii< 4 cinents lor ilii- s.i],* ot ijuiniiie. 

(Xo answer.) 


Application for leave of absence. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; thder, order. The followin;^' ajijilieat ion has heen 
ri*ceiv(*d lium Mr. Xanoidia (’handia I)a11a, m.j i,. niohj siih-iule t/) oi 
rule 7 ot tlic I’mpal (Council fhooedim* Itules for p<*rni i^sioji oj 

ahseiH’e : — 

“<)\vin<; to conJinued il l-li(*alt h , 1 ha^e not hecn able to attend the 

meetinp:s of the (.’oumdl. A.s far as 1 know, 1 have lu'en absent for 4‘f day.s. 
1 fear, my health will not i>ernnt me to attend the meelinys of the Council 
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during the forthcoming short session, and I am therefore applying for leave 
of absence under se(‘tion 7(7) of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure 
Rules.’^ 

The question before the Council is tliat permission be granted to 
Mr. Narendra Chandra Dutta, m.l.c., for absence for a period of sixty days. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Presentation of Appropriation Accounts, 1940-41, and Audit Report, 1942. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, on behalf of the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister, 1 lK*g to present the Apju’opriation Accounts 
for 1940-41, and the Audit Rejxirt for 1942. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: 1 rise on a point of 
order, Sir. Is any Minister otlier tlian tlie Finance Minister competent to 
present the Ap])rf>priation Accounts and tlie Audit Report? 

Mr. PRE8IDENTS Tlie Deputy President is right; for under rule lOtt 
of tlie Council Proc<‘dure Rules, “tlie Re])ort of the Committee of Public 
Ac<*ounts on the accounts of the jirovince and tlie Reports of the Auditor- 
General tbereon shall be presented to the (Vmncil by the Finance 
Minister”. 1 have received a letter from the Hon’lile the Finaiue Minister 
re(|uesting the Chair’s permission to allow the Ilon’ble ^Ir. Santosh Kumar 
Basu to deal with an.\ business standing in liis nam(‘ in to-day’s Order Paper. 
J find, however, that in the Governor’s Rules, tlu‘ t(*rni “I'inancc' Ministtu*” 
has lH‘en defined as “the Minister apjxiinted by tlie Governor to ])erform 
th(’ functions of the Finance Minister under th(*st‘ rules or in liis absence* 
any Minister authoris(‘d by the Governor to perform such tunetions of such 
Minist(‘r”. Therefore, if the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu has been 
authorised by the Governor, 1 have no objection to his moving the motion 
standing in the name of the ITon’ble Finance Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Ko, Sir. I have not 
been authorised by His Excellency exactly in this sense. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Then, 1 am afraid you cannot move this motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Very well, Sir, it may 
be left over till another day — as you please. 

The Bengal Agricultural Debtors (8econd Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I beg to 

move that the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 
1942, as passed by the Bengal Legislative As.sembly, be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1942, as passed by the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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^^MIDEMTj It is a very small Bill: so if there is no objection, 
I can take up the Bill, clause by clause, now. 

Khsii Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD s Yes. Sir, It is a very small 
•Bill ami is of a very formal character. As tb« r ■ is no objection, 1 take 
it 


Mr. ME8HBAHUDDIN AHMED: 8ir, I object. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, it is a very simple Bill. 
I may draw tlie attention ot the honourable members that the life of the 
orip’iiial Act was only live years and this period is due to expii,* very soon 
in many cases. We have recently ^iven the Debt Settlement Boards wider 
powers; and if the life of this Bill is not extended, the boards will not be 
able to exercise their new beiieficdal j)owers and <‘ons(*<|m‘ntly the poor 
debtors will suffer. So, I submit that this simple Bill may be taken up foi 
consideration and I hoju* my friends on the Opposition will not j)ress their 
objection. 

Mr. ME8HBAHUDDIN AHMED: All rif^bt, Sir, I withdraw my 
objection. 

Clause /. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand part of tlie Bill. 

(The motion was ajj^reed to.) 


(Uanse 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (JlauNe 2 stand jiart ot tin* Hill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I b<>»r to move that in 
clause 2 of the Bill, after the fi^?ure “11)115” appeariii^^ in line 2, the follow- 
ing brackets and words be iiiseited: — 

“(hereinafter referred to as the said Act)’’. 

Sir, this is absolutely a formal amendment and may be accepted. 

Mra PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in clause 2 
of the Bill, after the figure “1935” appearing in line 2, the following 
brackets and words be inserted : — 

“(hereinafter referred to as the said Act)”. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2 aa 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Clame 3, 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 ]>eg to move that after 
clause 2 of the Bill, the following new clause he added : — 

f. ■ 

In Hub-Kection (2) of section »17A of the said Act, for the words ‘five 
years’ the words ‘seven years’ shall he substituted.” 

Sir, it is necessary to explain the position. This section d7A had not 
become an Act by the time the Bill was passt‘d by the Assembly. This 
section d7A has been added later on: so this is a consequential amendment 
just to sub.stitute the words “five years” by “K(‘ven year^” in order to make 
the Bill complete. It is merely a formal amcndmeni. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that after <*lause 
2 (2) of the Bill, the following new clause be added : — 

“d. In sub-section (2) of .section t‘17A of the said Act, for the words ‘five 
years’ the words ‘seven years’ shall be substituted.” 

(The Jiinendnient was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (]uestioii beion* the lIous(‘ is that the short title 
and preamble of the Bill stand ))art of th(‘ Bill. ' 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

^ The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Sir, 1 beg 
to move that the Bill, as settled in the (k)un(‘il, be j)assed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tim (luesliou Imfoi,, dm House is Hint die Bengal 
AgrmuHural DeliUus (Seeoiid Aiimndiiieid) Bill, IW:', as sedled in (Le 
Council, be passed. 

(At dlls stage seveial lioimurulde niemliers raised ohjeelioii to this 
motion bt ing taken up.) 

11' there is any ohjeotiim, I shall not allow the motion for Third Beadino 
of this Bill to be d iscussi’d today. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZ2AMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, 1 want to 

im.ke one oliservation in eonneetioii with this Bill which is just going to he 
passed. We Ihoiighl that there would he no amemlnieiit at all and that 
this Hill would not he sent back again to the Assembly with onr anieml- 
ments. Now I find that there have heeii nmemliiieiits .it the instame ot 
the supporters of the Ministry. Had we known this previotislv, we eould 
also have sent in amendments. The Bill is, of course, a beiietieial measure 
and that is die rea.soii why we agreed to its being taken up today without 
attempting to defer its eonsideralion on technical grounds. If we knew that 
amendments would he moved, we could also have moved amendments 
proiwsuig to extend its life*for another five years instead of for only two 
years as jiropo.sed in the Bill. However, Sir, I do not want to staiid in 
Uie way of this Bill being passed. We 
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Mfi PRESIDENT; Order, order. If there ie any objeetion to this 
motion, I shull not take it up. Do I take it that there is objeetion P 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Tes, Sir, 1 object. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may I again draw the 
attenlioii of my honotiralde friendK opposiie in another important aispoot 
of the things It is essmitial that this Bill should he passed this Session. 
It is awaiting the final assent of II is Kxeellenev the (lovernor. This 
Session is a very shoii om‘ and if it is to he passed this Session, my honourahlo 
friend should reeousider his decision ami waive his object ion. I'nless he 
waives his ohjiMtion, the Third Beading of the Bill eannot he proceeded 
with. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This motion was oriiiinally pro]ULS(‘d to he taken up 
on the :.?lst Seplemher next, iuit as th(‘ Bill was a short one and there were 
few amendments, I was ready to allow tlie Bill to h(‘ passed. If tlie 
honourahle memhers stick to their ohjection, then I have no other alternative 
hut to disallow the pri'sent motion. Mr. Meshahuddin Ahmed, do you stick 
to sour object ion I' 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Yes. Sir 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Thmi I shall not allow this motion to he moved. 

The lleuse will now take up thi' Bmij^al Lal^ Bevenue Sales (Amiuidment) 

Bill, BMl. 

The Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I heg to move 

tliat till' rf’eoinmeiida t i(in> ol II l-^ Ivxfell.ouN tlie (io\ernor eonlaiiu'd in his 
message in i'i'S]iee1 ol the Ben^jal I^and J{i'\ein:e vSale.> ( .\ ni'Oid inent ) Bill, 
IIMI, he eonsideifnl in detail. Sir, the tollowin^ ainendnnuits havi‘ heeii 
reeeiiiiiiended hy ili'^ hixeelleiiev the (leveinnr nridei sci fiou 7-) of the 
(xovernmeiit of India Act, Ithlo : - 

(/) Aftei elaiise 1 of the BiB the fidlewinp ejausi* ''hall he inseitiul, 
namely : — 

“lA. I II st‘etion '21 of lh(‘ Bengal Land I{(‘venije Sales .Yet, IHof) 
(lieno’nafter redmaed to as the said Aet): — 

(V/i alter the words ‘no appeal shall liave h(*en prelerred’ the words 
tif^uies, letters and hra< kets ‘or in respect of which no application 
under .seidion d7A has heim made or in reHp<*et of whieh no appeal 
under suh-scction t/7) of section ‘»7J1 has been preferied’ shall be 
inserted ; 

(7;) after the avohL ‘dismis'^ed liy tlie Commissioner' the words, figures, 
letters ami hraekets ‘or in lespect of which an apjiJicalion under 
section .‘17A may have been made or Yin apptnil under sub-section 
(.‘]) of section -ITB may !ia\e been ymdeired and such application 
or a])peal has been disinissed' shall be inserted.” 
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(2) In clause 2 of the Bill — 

(а) for the words and figures ‘‘Bengal Land Kovenue Sales Act, 1859” 

the words “said Act” shall be substituted, 

(б) in sub-section (I) of section d7B proposed to be inserted after section 

87 of the Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 1859, })efore the words, 
figures and letter “where the deposit required by section 87A” 
the w’ords “notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this 
Act” shall be inserted. 

Sir, the reasons for the proposed message have been set out by d message 
from Jfis Excellency the Governor under section 75 of the Government of 
India Act, 19*>5, a message which Mr. Deputy President very graciously 
placed before the Douse before an invasion of the House was made. 

Mf> PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that: 

(/) After clause 1 of the Bill the following clause shall he inserted, 
namely : — 

“JA. in section Ji7 of the Bengal Jiand Revenue Sales Act, 1859 
(hereinafter referred to as the aaid Act): — , 

(a) after the words ‘no appeal shall have been preferred’ the words, 
figures, letters and brackets ‘or in respect of which no api)lica- 
tion under section 57A has been made or in respect of which no 
appeal under sub-section (.7) of section 87B has been preferred’ 
shall be inserted; 

(/j) after the words ‘dismissed by the Commissioner' the words, figures, 
letters and brackets ‘or in respe(d of which an application under 
section 87A may have b(‘en made or an ai)peal und(‘r sub-section 
(J) of section 87B may have been preferred and such upijlicalion 
or ap])eal has been dismissed’ shall be inserted.” 

(2) In clause 2 of the Bill — 

(a) for the words and figures “Bengal Jiund Re\enue Sales Act, 1859,” 

the words “said Act” shall he substituted; 

(b) in sub-section (/) of section 87B proposed to be inserted after section 

87 of the Bengal Land Revenue Sale,'. Act, 1S59, before the words, 
figures and letter “Where the deposit re([uired by section 87A” 
the words “Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this 
Act” shall be inseit(*d. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rist‘ to siij>jK)rt the 
motion. 'I'he original Bill, wdiich was ])assed by both the Ilcmses, has 
disclosed some lacunae. Sir, the pid])o.^ed amendment (</) is coiisetamntial 
upon the previous. With rf^gard to (h) in number (<?), there is possibility of 
a clash between the Bill and section (i. In order tt> remove all ]>ossible 
doubts, this amendment has been suggested. The lacunae were over-looked 
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by the House on the last occasion. This was a very simple and innocent- 
looking Bill and so this House did not caretully scrutinise all its provisions 
and compare them with those of the present A(‘t. We are very grateful to 
His Excellency the (lovernor for sending the Bill with liis recommenda- 
'tion for amendments. I think these amendmvots are very necessary and 
will remove the lacunae and greatly improve the Bill. In these circum- 
stances, I have niucli pleasure in supporting the amendments suggested hy 
His Excellency. 

MTi presidents Tlie question before the House is that — 

(/) After clausi‘ 1 of the Bill the following clauM* shall l)e inserted, 
namely, — 

“lA. In section 21 of the Beuf^al Land Bevmim* Sales Act, ISof), 
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘said Act'): — 

{a) after the words ‘no appeal shall have been pnderred’ the words, 
figures, letters and brackets ‘or in respect of whi(‘h no ai)i)lication 
under section -HA has been inadt* or in respiM't of whi(‘h no apjK'al 
under sub-section (/>) of section d7B has Ixam ]»refen(Mr shall be 
inserted ; 

•9 

{!)) after tJie words ‘dismissed b\ the (’oniinis.^ioiKn’ tin* w'ords, figures, 
letters and brackets ‘or in res]»eet of which an application under 
section -mA may have Ixon made or an apj>eal umh'r sub-s(*i*t ion 
(.>) of si‘cfiori -ITB may have been j^referred and such application 
or ap])cal lias been dismissed’ shall be ins(‘rt«‘d.” 

(‘J) 111 clause 2 of th(‘ Jtill — 

{(i) for the words and figures “Jtengal lanid Revenue Sales Act, LSoP,” 
the w’oi’ds “said .\ci” shall be substituti^d ; 

ih) in sub-section (/) of section 'm] 1 ]>ropos<Ml to be ins"rt(‘d aft(‘r si'ction 
dT of tin* Bengal Land Ke\enue Sales .\et, ISofL Indore the words, 
figures and letter “where the deposit r(‘([uii'ed by section 
the words “Not witbslanding anything contained (dsi'where in this 
Act” shall be inserted. 

(The motion was agret-d to.) 

Statement regarding General Situation in the Province. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HAQ: Sir, il is now my ])rivih‘ge, 
with your leave, to make a statement before the Houst* legarding tlie 
vaiious developments that have taken place in the general situation of this 
province since we last met. T request. Sir, that as 1 am not widl, my 
colleague, tin* Hon'bic Mr. Biirman, may be permit fid to read the 
statement. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Ail right. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr. President, Ladies 
and Gentlemen : I take this opportunity of placing before you a short 
resume of the events that have taken place in the administration of this 
Pr()vinc<i since we last met for our Budget discussion. Before I make my 
statement today, I wish to oiler an introductory remark. You have all had 
the privilege of listening to the address of TTis Kxiellency the Governor 
delivered at the Joint Session of the Legislature on Monday last 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On a point of order, Sir. It is 
very diilicult to follow the Hoirble Ministei- wlio has been reading out the 
speech of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. Will yon kindly oi\ler that 
copies of the statement be circulated to us? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, they will.be circii]ate<l. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not possible to havt* copies ot 
the statement circulated now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. (\)pics of tin* slatenient of the Hon'blc 
Cliief Minister will be circulated to the honourable imnnbcTs now, although 
the usual ju’actice is to circulate such cojn'es aftei its dcliveiy. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: T think, Sir. it it is circulated no\\ . 
we shall be in a better ])osition to follow the statement. 

MauIvi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, is it !ivcessai’\ that thi* statement shouid 
be read out at all, since we are going t(j have a <*op\ ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (baler, order. Jhuhaps tln^ honourable membe? has 
not heard that tlu' J’remier told me that he was indisposed and therefon' he 
asktal my p(‘nuission to alh»w Mr. Jlarman to itanl out his SjH'ech. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, in that cave, cannot the 
reading oi the sp»‘e{di he postp«uied till tomoirow ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN : As \i)ii are awai'e, it 
is not optui to a!i> meniher of the Legislatun* to rai^e a debate on any state- 
ment made hy the (io\erno]’. .Vf (he same time it tidt that it is ol the 
utmost imp(U’tanci‘ that the i epresenlatives ot the people in legislatuie 
assembled should have an opportunity ot expres-ing their views of the 
measure's that have h(‘(‘ii aehepted for the saletv of the cmmtrv and its ])eople^ 
from the point of view of th»*ir adeejuaev oi‘ otherwise. We’ have, the’refeue. 
dee’ided that J sheuilel make a statement today eeevering j)raetieally the fiedd 
traversed by His Pxe*elleney in order that lue’nibcrv may have aii e)ppe>rtunit\ 
of edVering any euitieisms whiedi tbev think desirable anel ueeessary. 1 aJii 
afraiel repetitienis will, in the edreuimstanees, be inevitable; the more so, 
bceause 1 have imt bael the e>j)p(»rtunity of previously ae’quainting myselt 
with what His Kxeelleiu’v wa!%ge)iug to say. The iie)ne)ur;i\)le mmnbers will, 
I ln)])e, forgive me if I have te) take up the time of the House by making a 
stab'nn'iit wbiedi mioht o{he*rwi'-e have atu)e‘are*d to be uonee’essary. 
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With .Vdur leave, I <>‘ive below a short aeeount of the varioiiK activities ot 
this Government during the period between the last Session ot the (^nlncil 
and the present one. 

One of the major problems that has faced this Governuieut in rectmt 
months and, in particAilar, since Japan tmtered the war has h(*en the 
expansion and control of the A. H. P. oiganisat ion i>t tln‘ Pnnince. As tht‘ 
nous(‘ is well aware the Provimial (iovernnu‘nt has no it“^ponsihility for 
active dchnce, hut they have a very real H‘sponsihilil y lor ouMuing that tlu‘ 
]>assive (lci(*nce measur<‘s taken for the protect inn of tin* (iti/eiis arc 
adequate. 

In recent months very considerable progress has been made. In addi- 
tion to those areas in which A. 11 . P. measures wert‘ ]>reviously being made 
arrangements have in the past few months been made to extend the A. R. 1^. 
organisation to other towns. 

In the areas wIictc A. R. P. arrang(‘nients have been in existence* for 
a considerable time the organisation htis v(‘ry largely taken shape according 
to the instructions is>ued by (ioverninent, and ])articular stress is now 
being laid on the nec(‘>sit> for testing the arrangements that hav(‘ b(‘t*n 
made and (‘nsiiring that by constant practice and ex(‘rciM‘s tin* s(‘rvi(‘(*s are 
brougjit to a high state of efficiency in the short(*st ]>ossiI)le tinn*. in tin* 
new ureas when* arrangements have* recently bet*n stai’t(‘d action is b<‘ing 
taken to ]msh on with tin* arrangements as (|uiekl> as pos.sible. 

As the House is Jiware (jov(*rnnu*ni have i-ealised that all tin* A. It. P. 
hervic(‘^, it they aie to be effiei(‘nf, must rely on paid ]>i‘rsonnel as tlie 
Jiucleus f)t each seiviee, Finler tin* ])reseTit arrangements 2t) ])(*r cent, of 
the Wardens Serviet* is jiaid, all the personnel in tht* (hmtrol and Report 
(huitres it volunteers are not availabh*. oO ])er c(*nt, ot the Messcniger Service;, 
all tin* CasLialt\ S(*Tvjc(' j)eisonin‘l attached to First Aid Parties, Ambulances 
and Sitting Case thus, and To per cent, of the pel^(^nJn*l attached to First 
Aid Po^'ts, while finally all the Iveseiie S«‘rviee personnel is paid. 

Ai)ait from the ijue-tinii (d en'>uring the ?)i:i\iniun) »d etlici(‘ne\ ofn* 
of the r(*a^ons lor the high pei-'-^'Hlago (d‘ paid p<‘isonnel in tin* various 
serviet's ha^ beMMi tln^ d]Hi('iilt\ of seeuring a sutiieient nuinbei- ot rf'liabh* 
volunteeis. Strenuous efforts in this eonneclitm have be(*n made but 
frequentlv without ^al^staetor\ I'esults. ilornnuable members will be 
])crfonning a most valuable service to the* war elfort it tln*y can, in ilmse 
areas where A. R. P. arrangem(‘nts are h<*ing put into etf(‘et, use* the*ir 
ilitlueue*e* to secure suitable* vediiuteeJs feu tliose A. JC P. sejvie(‘s wdiieli 
reejuire them. 

In additieui to tln*se services volunteer Street Fire Partie‘s and lieruse* 
Protection Fire Parties have* been errgani.sed. These; are essentially house*- 
hold serviee.s being Irodies of tlire-e* to six persons drawn from ne*igbbeuiring 
houses supplied with stirrup jrnmp.s and ee|uipment by Goveriimerii, tlieir 
sole and very important duty being to prevent* ine*eudiary bombs eniusing 
local fires in tbe vicinity of their houses. Governimiiil are aiming at an 
organisation of parties of between 3 tee (I for e*ve*rv l?o of tbe population. 



84 


SITUATION IN THE PKOVINCE. 


[17th Sept*; 


The response has been satisfactory in a number of areas: for instance, in 
Howrah 10,696 persons have been recruited; in 24-Parganas 10,791; in 
Calcutta the number recruited to date is 51,391 — not unsatisfactory but in 
view of the population involved it is clear that very large* number of 
persons have still to be brought within the scope of the scheme. 

Paiticular attention in recent months has been paid to the problem — 
one of paramount importance — of training the A. E.. P. personnel. Instruct 
tors of various grades liave been appointed in all areas to the number 
considered necessary, and full advantage has been taken of the advanced 
courses in the Government of India A. It. P. Schools. In addition the 
experienc'e that has been gained in the organisation in Calcutta 'has been 
placed at the disposal of areas elsewhere, and arrangements have and are 
being made to ensure that all areas obtain systematic instructions from the 
otiicers in Calcutta. 

Satisfactory i)rogress has been made in equipping the various services 
and First Aid j)osts. I would take this opportunity of referring in particular 
to the arraug(‘mcnts tliai have been made for providing stirrup pumps for 
the public. U]) to a short time ago the entire supply of stirrup pumps receiv- 
ed from the Government of India in this Province were earmarked for the 
A. It. P. services. Their demands have now been met and Government 
of India have been able to make available for sale to the public a large 
number of stirru]) i)umpH. Arrangements have been made to sell these 
stirru]) pumps through a large number of stockists in this city and else- 
where under arrangcMuents organised by the District Magistrates concerned. 
Govertnuent consider that the possession of a stirrup pump by all house- 
holders in a ])osition to obtain one is most essential and a definite insurance 
against the spread of fire caused by incendiary bombs, supplementing as 
it does the arrangtunents Government themselves have made through the 
Slreid Firc' Parties and House Protection Fire Parties which should ensure 
that in those areas where persons are not able to afi'ord the ]>urchase of an 
individual stiriii]) ])um]), fires do not spread. 

In addition to the strengthening and development of the A. II. P. 
organisation Government have arranged in recent months for the improve- 
ment in the warning system, and a large number of sirens have now been 
received and distributed in vulnerable areas. Though it is likely that there 
will always be complaints from individuals that a particular siren was 
not heard, the general po.sition now is infinitely better than it was some 
months ago. 

Closely connected with the warning arrangements are the lighting 
arrangements regarding whi<'h definite orders of Government have issued 
restrictnig the lighting in the vulnerable areas as well as though to a lesser 
extent throughout the Province. Opportunity is taken here to emphasize 
the essential nature of these orders and to request that honourable members 
will do all in their power to ensure that, in their areas, the orders are 
complied with. 

Air Eaid Precautions in the technical sense form only part of the system 
of Civil Defence which we have been building up, and I propose at this point 
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to review other measures wliich we have taken. I shall begin by saying 
something al>out what has been done to strengthen our fire fighting services. 

In ordinary peace time the strength of the Calcutta Fire Brigade consists 
• of 291»officers and men, with 22 fire engines, and it is liable to be called out 
to deal with fires anywhere between Budge Budge and Naihati on either side 
of the river Hooglily. For Civil Defence against fires started as a result of 
air raids, a scheme has been sanctioned for increasing the strength of the 
Fire Brigade by the formation on a temporary basis of an Auxiliary Fire 
Service, and the jurisdiction of the Fire Brigade and the Auxiliary Fire 
Service ^^as been restricted to Calcutta and Howrah. For tlic rc^< of Bengal, 
including the Calcutta Industrial Area up and down the Hooglily, separate 
arrangements liave been made. For the A. F. S. in Calcutta and lHn\ rah 
274 trailer pumps have bc(‘n sanctioned. Uj) to date 111 trailer pumps have 
been delivered to the Fire Brigade for the A. F. S. in Calcutta and Howrah; 
the present strength of the A. F. S. personnel now e.\ceeds one thousand 
and it will be steadily increased as fast as the men can be trail. ed : the final 
total strength will be about 2.(K)(I men. A special training school was opened 
at Hum Dum on July the 1st; the course lasts three months and ajiproxi- 
mately 2d() olficers and men can be trained in a course. Training however 
will^not be confined to the Dum Dum Training Scliool, and if suitable men 
can be found faster than they can lie trained at Dum Dum, they will be 
trained at existing fire stations or new reserve di‘pois still to be opened. 

In order to increase the availability of water for fire-fighting in Calcutta, 
certain measures have been taken which I do not think J m‘ed describe, in 
detail . 

As a temporary measure tor the stiengllieiiing ot the A. F. S. (not the 
Fire Brigade proper),- the appointment of 4b Sub-Ollicers from h'ire 
Brigades in England has been sanctioned, 24 of tiiese have recently arrived. 

If Air Raids take place, casualties arc irievitubh^ and wc have juepared 
a scheme for the treatment of tho.se who^e injuries require treat immt in 
hospital. The scheme pj’()vi<lcs for a total ot over cS, ()()() beds made up as 
follows : — 

By the reservation of a]>proximat<*iy lialt the existing beds in existing 
hospitals, by opening new beds in Wanl> and verandahs, etc., of existing 
hospitals and by taking adjoining bouses as annexes to these liospitals, and 
by commandeering altogether se])arate buildings in ('ulcutta or the Indus- 
trial Area and o])ening altogether new and inrlepemdeiit hospitals. 

Protective mea^uros ngaiii'-l blast have made in all hospitals wliere 

civilian casualties will be treated, and arrangements have been sfnade for 
alternative water sup])ly. 

In order to ensure the ct)ntiiniance oi E.s.-^ential Services provided by the 
Corporation in post-rairl condilioiis, the following measures have been 
taken : — 

(/) M(d)ile repair stjuads liave been tormed wifti spare stocks of 
materials and implements for repairs. 
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(n) The machinery and main pipeH ai water pumping stations and 
drainage pumping stations have been protected. 

(ui) Alternative outfall arrangements liave been arranged in the event 
of damage to drainage pumping stations. 

(zv) Camouflage is being applied U) the Tallah Water Works Reservoir 
and Engine House. 

(v) 2,500 tube-wells liave been sunk all ovei' ( aleiitta to provide alter- 
native water supply in the event of damagi^ to the water distri- 
bution system. All of these wells have been sunk on public land 
and therefore none has been placed inside a huslee; we *are now 
considering th(‘ provision of 200 additional wells with particular 
regard for the needs of bustees. For the present we have also 
undertaken the resjionsibility for maintaining these wells and 
their eonditirm is steadily improving; it is to be hoped that wil- 
ful datnage to these wells in the fntnie will be less than in the 
])Jist . 

{rl) Sjiecial eamiis of hutments have been toeeled on the outskirts of 
the city for the accommodation of 25 )»er c(Mit. of the Corporation 
conservancy labour, and puccu buildings in various parts of the 
town have also been commandeered for the accommodation *ot a 
further dO per cent. 

All the munieii)aliiies in vulnerable areas were called ui)oii to prepare 
and submit schemes for the maintenance of communications and Essential 
Services and on other (h‘vil Defence subjects. The schemes received from 
the municipalities regarding rejiairs to roads and sewers. ])t‘otection of Avater- 
works, alternative water su])ply, emergency conservancA arrangements, etc., 
have been sanctioned after a thorough scrutiny and are being executed 
under the supervision of the A.ICP. Division of the t'hitd Engineer, Public 
Health De])artment. For the Auilnerabh* areas in the districts of 24- 
Parganas, Hooghly and HunlAvan, mobile repair s(|uads under trained 
overseers have been sanctioned and stationeil ai sliategic })la{‘e.s in the area 
so as to be able to seive the needs of gro\i])s of munici])alities. 

A salvage organisation has been set uj) Avith a view to the removal for 
protection and storage of movable property irom houses damaged as a result 
of an air raid, belonging to absentee oAvners or to owners avIio are unable to 
nmke arrangements themselves. The organisation will also render all 
])ossil)le assistance to owners anxious to remove pro])ert,\ from damaged and 
tlireatened buildings to the nearest place of safety. 

It is (^nsidered desirable that the debris ot a demolished building should 
be levelledjiNDr removed as soon as possible attei' an air attack. We have 
therefore arranged for the IcA’elling of any building damaged beyond repair 
and for the clearance of any debris in ca.ses Avhere the person in control of 
the building js unable or unwilling to arrange to do so himself. Within 
the municipal limits of (’alcilfta and HoAvrah, the (diairman of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trusf%as been placed in charge ot this work. A lump pay- 
ment of Rs. 20.(1(10 has already been made to him to cover any preliminary 
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expenses incidental to the scheme. Kisewliere in the province, District 
Magistrates have been instructed to arrange with (lie municipalities in 
vulnerable areas for certain contractors to he earmarked for this purpose 
shoulc^ necessity arise. J)istri(‘t Magistrates ha\e been instructed that in 
the event of any municipality failing to perform tins function, they should 
themselves take action in exercise of their ]>ower under Kule 7S of the 
Defence of India Rules. 

With a view to ensuring as far as possible that there is shelter available 
for every hustee dweller within a reasonable distance of his dwelling, the 
Staff Offjcers of the A.R.R. Wardens* Service recently nndciiook a syste- 
matic survey of the bustees. As a result of this survey, the population of 
every hustee has been split up into sizable groups, with a leailer in charge 
of each group. As far as possible arrangements have been made with 
owners of neighbouring piicca buildings to afford slielier t(> a particular 
group in a room in his or her house — the leader of the group and in some 
cases the entire gTouji having been introduced to the ovMier. Public 
resp<3nse to this move has b(*en commendable all over the j*ity. 

My Ijon’ble colbsiguc in chargt‘ of the Revenue Department has been 
busy with sclnunes for the provision ot sh(dt<‘r for })eople who may be 
rendered homeless by air attacks and those who leave their homes in towns 
after an air raid or in tlu* event of an invasion. Tie lias decided to i>rovide 
relief arrangements for many thousands of ])ersons at a tinn' in the city of 
Calcutta. Seven relief centres now stand complete with retjuisitc staff and 
necessary water supply, sanitary and other arrangements and 7 more 
nearing completion which arrangeuKmts are now in progress for the 
provision of relief for the balance of those who a(‘cording to our estimates 
may require it. lloimdi'ss persons will be allowed to remain in thesi* relief 
centr<‘s ordinarily for d da>N and in «*x<-<‘ptional circumstances tor 7 days and 
it is exi)ect<*d that dniing this ]>eriod the\ will be able to mak(‘ arrange- 
ments tor their own food ami shelter, \\diile living at the relitd (‘CTitres 
they will be .su])plied wdth meals from th<* air raid relief kitchens which now 
stand ready fully i‘quij)]>ed with the ner es.sary establislinnmt, cooking 
utensils and a considerable stte-k of rood stuffs with watei' su})]>ly, sanitary 
and other arrangiunents. A number (d‘ lorries alnaidy j)un‘hased and 
juovided with driv<'is, cleaiHus and conduetors will he used for carrying 
■water and food to tin* relief eeiilrer* fiom the kiteheJis. 

]le.sides the above, 2 sjx'cial relhd centres for orphaned (diiblren and for 
women who will Jjav<> no guardians to look after th('m hav(* also been opened 
in Calcutta. 

As rcgard.s other vulnerahle towns in the yiiiivijice, similar relii^' centn‘h 
witli piovision for e^timated retiuiremeiit ot the total jiopulatimt of the 
res])ective areas have eitlier been ojamed already or are being opiuied in the 
industrial areas of 24-Parganas, ilooghly and llowrali and in oilier tow'iis 
in various parts of the Ibovinee. Eor other towijs which hnvfi reeeiltly been 
classified as A.R.P. areas, such relief sc hemes §tv now under preparation. 

If the eity ot Calcutta is subjected to heavy and Pdnlinuous bombing 
large niiriihers of people will pix>hably lx* jiiixious to leave il simulfaueousiy. 
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Airangements have been made with the railways for running special trains 
to cope with this traffic as far as possible and relief camps have been opened 
at two stations for the provision of temporary shelter and food for people 
moving to East Ihmgal. 

The capacity of the railways for running special trains is limited and 
if tlie rush is heavier than the railways can cope with, people may leave 
Calc.utta by road. I or the relief of such people 86 camps with necessary 
staff, slo<*ks of food stuffs and adequaie sanitary arrangements including 
isolation wards and maternity rooms have been established at regular 
intervals along the roads which will be kept open to them. These relief 
cami)s will be (;ai)able of giving shelter to (about) more than two'* lakhs of 
people and food to a very much larger number at a time. To make good 
drinking water available to tliem on the way, wells have t)een sunk every 
4 miles along these roads. The roads open to such people have also been 
improved wlicu’e necessary. A numl)er of rivers intercepting these roads 
have been bridged and ferry arrangements across the other rivers have been 
strengthened by the provision of additional ferry boats and boatmen. 

Similar relief camps have been or are being established along the roads 
leading out of other towns. 

My hon’ble colleague in charge of the Commerce and Labour Depart- 
ment has, among his other multifarious duties, to administer the War 
Injuries Ordinance. That measure was ju’omulgated hy the Government of 
India with a view to making provision for the grant of relief to persons 
sustaining injuries during the continuance of hostilities. Four whole-time 
claims officius have b<‘cn appointed, one for Calcutta, one for 24-Parganas, 
one for Howrah and Ifooghly and one for Chittagong, and part-time claims 
officers have been ap])oijiteil in all the other districts of the Province to 
examim* claims and make payments. 1 <]o not think that it would be in 
the publi<' interest for me to give details of claims received after the air 
raid in the (^hittagong area and 1 must ask the House to accept ray assurance 
that i»ractically all the cases instituted have been disposed of. 

AVe have also had under consideration a scheme for the insurance of the 
moveable proj^erty against war risks, and have received the report of the 
Committe<» of Enquiry which was appointed to make proposals on the subject 
and I welcome this oiqmrtunity of ex])ressing GovernmenCs appreciation of 
the assistance which the Committee have given us. We have examined 
their proposals and have decided on the lines of the recommendations which 
we should make to the Government of India. 

I should now like to give the House some idea of what has been and is 
being dohe for those who have had to leave their homes and their land for 
reasons of inilitary necessity. It was not long after the outbreak of the war 
in the Far East that pressing demands came from the defence services for 
the evacuation of ('ertain areas in the coastal belt of the province. In view 
of the military situation these demands had to be conceded at once and in 
several districts large areas ^ere cleared within short notice. The necessity 
for evacuation arose very suddenly at a time when the District Offioers had 
numerous complex and pressing duties but they took as much care of the 
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unfortunate evacuees as was humanly possible under the circumstances. 
In some areas free transport was provided and temporary shelters were 
constructed for those who could not readily find accommodation elsewhere; 
•,in som^ others people w’ere paid lump removal co*>ts before they moved and 
thereafter prrants for raising? temporary huts. I feel sure, Sir, that the 
House w'ill appreciate my reasons for not s])ccifyin^:^ cases more definitely. 
In view' of the hardships involved by evacuation at short notice w'e left the 
military authorities in no doubt as to our vit^ws about the need for granting 
reasonable notice and 1 am glad to say that they have gone far to meet our 
wdslies. At the initial stage when the necessity for (piick a(‘tinn w^as para- 
mount so'ine areas were cleared with as little as 48 hours’ notii'c. From May 
onwards about a fortnight's noti(‘c became more usual while during the 
rains we have been able to give still longer notice. 

In calculating the (•on]])ensati<ni which should be paid to evacuees we 
now take the following into consideration: — 

Removal costs. 

Lump compensation for standing crops, fish in tanks, etc. 

Costs of temporary sbelbu*. 

l^placement value of kut(dia homest<‘ads. 

Rent for ])ucca houses. 

Recurring c()ni])ensation for um‘ of land, tanks, etc. 

Lump compensation for loss oi earnings. 

Compiuisation for otlier claims wliich do not conn' under any of the above 
categories. 

In addition to wliat is being ])aid now people will be ])aid adecpiate 
compensation lor all damag(‘ to property during tin' jieriod of dispossession, 
after the pro])erty is restored to its owin-rs. For obvious reasons, it is 
premature to entertain such claims now. 

Great einiihasis is laid on i)romj)l payment of coni])ensation. ]tcm«)val 
costs and comi)ensation for building- temporary shelter are invariably paid 
l)efore evacuation takes phn-e. Lsually replacement costa of kutcha houses 
and compensation for standing crops, fish in tanks, etc., are paid before 
removal if possible, (hdlectors have also been given wdde powders to make 
advance payments to remove hardships. It will I am sure be readily 
understood that the as,sessment (»f a large number of claims arising out of 
evacuation of areas is a laborious task. There are difficulties regarding 
possession and title which cannot be lightly brushed aside; there are 
difficulties in maintaining contact with the evacuees after they have 
dispersed and therefore in adjudging their claims. In spite of all these 
obstacles considerable progress has been made as can be seen from the fact 
that up to the present time now the total area cleared is approximately 
75,396 acres, the number of families affected 35,963 and tlie amount of 
compensation paid out is Rs. 53,11,258. 

The possibilities of finding employment for the evacuees are also under 
constant examination. As a result of representations made by evacuees, 
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they have been allowed to reap the standing crops and to plant fresh crops 
in some of tlie abandoned areas. 

Evacuee labour is also being given preference in military and other 
public works wherever possible: and employment can be found for*a large 
number of men in the Civil Pioneer Force which is now being raised. 
Steps have also l>een taken to maintain contact with the evacuees after they 
have moved and to deal with such special ]U’oblems as may arise from 
time to time. 

It will be apprecialed ibat tlic magnitude as well as the complexity of 
the problems raised by evacuation set a formidable task before District 
Officers and (jovernment. Distress has inevitably been caused; but we have 
tried to mitigate suffering and to nunove genuine grievances as far as 
liumanly possibb*. 

Nobody likes t(» ]h‘ disturbed in the secuiity of iii.v, owji possessions. 
Nobody w'illingJy gives up his beartli and Jiome or surremlers his jiioperty 
into strange hands. Almost everybody, if (‘om]>elled to do so by overriding 
necessity, will grumble and consider almost any form of compensation offered 
him inadt‘(juate. 

* 

In Benffal, iniliiiiry iiectessily has llic wiflulrawal to siieciliod 

areas or the removal of eerlain classes of boats lielon}.in>.' to persons in a 
(leiiied area. Tn each (aise, however, fair and adequate eompensation has 
been paid for tlie pnqierfy of wliich tlie owner is denied tile use. Payment 
has been as prom|)l as eitvumstances have allowed, and eomplaiiifs have been 
promptly inve.stip'ated. The reasons which have eompelled us at llie ic(|ue.st 
of Ihe military anthorities to deny the use of boats to the enemy are well 
known. It is to pre\enl Ihe .Ia|iane.se nsinp tlu'in themselves as they have 
done elsewhere, should they ailempt an invasion of 1hcsc shores. If the 
■lapani'se were (o alteiopt a landing in Unnjj-al, it would he a simiilc matter 
for them to penetrate inland if they could find icad\-madc fleets in the 
shape of the river craft that throne each Benyars stream. At the time of 
landitiff, such boats would he eomniandeered instantaneously without eoniiien- 
sation; the hoatmen would become p:alley slaves and fire screens foi lire 
.lapanese .soldiery, and any reluetanee to work tor the invader would be 
met by death or torture. To forestall this, we have ordered the withdrawal 
ol boats to certain areas as far as can be done without causinp- distress and 
is in addition awarding comi>ensalion on a penerous .scale. Here apain, 
althoiiph the reduction of these means of transport miquestionably entails 
eonsideralde inconvenience, it would he entirely false to represent sucb 
actions as sweepinp- ordcis aiiidicd with barshncss or without close and 
sympathetic sliuU of their local effects. Tlardships there mast be but they 
are as nothinp to the di.sasli'uis eonsequences that would ensue were the 
enemy iiermilled to make free use of tlie country's means of transiiorl. 

It is clearly recopnised^Mlith by (rovernment and tbe military autlioritics 
that denial to the enemy of all forms of tran-sport would involve not only 
an intolerable depree of hardship to the people but would also cause immense 
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difficulties in the maintenance of the civil administration and is therefore 
not practicable. Accordingly a number of steamers, launches, boats have 
been allowed to remain in the denial area. 

Theee are launches and boats belonging to and maintained bv Government 
or under the direct control of Government Dei)artments. 

Steamers, launches or boats required for the purpose of removing from 
the denied area surplus stocks of food-stulfs or other commodities or things 
likely to be of benefit to the enemy. 

Steamers, launches or boats required to take into the denied area food- 
stufis or Mher commodities that are essential to the existence of the [Mqmla- 
tion remaining in that area. 

Small boats such as may be absolutely ne(‘essary to enable the ])o])iilation 
of the denied area to maintain themselves. 

To give effect to this denial policy we have ordered the withdrawal of log 
boats from the d('iiial area, and the owners tlooeof have beeii given tlie 
option of withdrawing their boats t(» a safe area and retaining them there 
until the period of danger has passed or handing them over to Government 
at one of the various receiving centres which have b(jen established for 
reception of boats from the denial area. In the latter case the owners are 
awariied adequate compensation. 

As regards the small boats their withdrawal from flic danger area is 
not compulsory but where the owners volunteer to surrender them Govern- 
ment purchase these boats locally and pay compensation on a generous 
scale. 

Arrangements on a liberal scale Imve also been made for ilu* grant of 
temjmrary permits usually for periods of 7 days to enter the denial area 
for the purpose of — 

trade between the denial area and the areas to the north ; 

conveyance of cattle or seedlings for distant cultivation. 

Arrangements have also been made for organising ferry services. 

We have taken a variety of stejis to ensure that hardshij) is reduced to 
the minimum. In case w^here the crew are em])l()yed on a wage basis we 
pay to the owner the market value of the boat and to the crew if they 
are not the owners or part owners one month’s wages. 

In special cases of hardship further compensation not exceeding another 
month’s wages is paid to the members of a crew. 

In case of boats hired by the present crew, the owner re(;eiv(*s the market 
value of the boat and the balance of the hire c-harge due from the date of 
withdrawal to the end of the term of hiring under the hire contract, while 
the crew receives one month’s average earnings. 

In cases where the boat is the sole means of livelihood of the owner, a 
sum equivalent to three months’ average earnings in addition to the market 
value of the boat may be paid. 

10 
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Fislierineii are encouraged not to part with their boats as it is the inten- 
tion of Ooverniiient to get them back to work again under control as soon 
as ])racti(;a!)le. A s(dieme is already under preparation and the matter has 
been taken up with the local officers. For the present those who, deposit 
tlieir boats are being paid allowances until final arrangements have been 
made but most of them are keener on getting the cash compensation for 
their boats outright. Fishermen who give uji their boats permanently 
receive their full value as well as compensation for loss of livelihood up to 
d months’ average earnings. 

We have also not forgotten numerous peophi who may have b(‘eu hard hit 
as a conseciuem^e of this policy although tJiey did not actually live in the 
denial areas and keep boats there; and arrangements have been made to 
extend relief in deserving c>ases even though they may have no legal claim 
to (Munpensation. 

Up to the ir)tli August, HM2, approximately Rs. 28,54,424 has been 
paid as c(*npensation f()r boats. 

I now turn to a subject which is of immediate j)ersonal interest to every 
individual — that of the supply and price of the necessities of life. In this 
Province the j)roblein is C(unpli(‘a1ed by the fact that Bengal is not self- 
suflicient as regards any of its food supplies except ricc‘. We de]»evd for 
sugar on Bihar, for salt on the western {oast ports and places outside India, 
e.g., Ad(;n, for most varieties of f/^i/ on Bihar, for oil seeds and mustard 
oil on the V . P. and Bihar, and so on. Kven in the case of rice we have 
seen the difficulties of securing adequate supplies to the ))iiblic at controlled 
prices: the difficulties of price control are greater still when we have no 
control over the source of supply. 

The difficulties of transi^ort have aggravated the problem. Recently, 
wheat allotments have been difficult to obtain on acr^ount of the disturbance 
to railway communications and sugar imports from North Bihar have almost 
8lo]q>(ul as a result of local disturbances. This fact accounts for the 
prev^ailing scarcity and high price of sugar in (5ilcutta and tlie districts, but 
W(* liave taken steps with the help of the Sugar (h>ntroller to get in supplies 
from elsewhere and they will soon be on their way. In the case of some 
other commodities, there has been a chronic shortage, for example, the 
supply of kerosene has been cut by fifty per cent. This means that every- 
one has got to reduce his consumption. 

The House is no doubt aware that we have recently established the nucleus 
of a (^ivil Supplies Directorate and I hope that it will not be long before it 
is working at full strength. Our first endeavour has been to create condi- 
tions under which supplies can move readily when needed and the trade 
itself (‘an oi)erate in a healthy manner. We seek co-operation but if the trade 
cannot deal with its own black sheep, we may have to apply compulsion. 
W e must always remember, however, that we cannot stand by ourselves. We 
need the hel]) of other Provinces and must be readv to help them. 

ft 

Members may be interested to hear something about commodities which 
have to be* imported from outside Bengal. On hearing that the Bengal 
allotments of wheat for August wore likely to be heavily reduced, we took 
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up the matter and have obtained an assuranee tluit the sperial needs of 
Calcutta will be borne in mind : We feel that the immediate prospects are 
not unsatisfactory but the House should recoj^nise that wheat su]) plies are 
not under our ultimate control. 

• t 

The question of the supply of dal has been taken up with the Bihar 
Government. 

I am glad to say that the position in regard t() salt is satisfa<‘tory, 
but efforts are being made to build up increased stocks against future needs. 
We are also making arrangements with leading dealers for the import oi 
more mu.^tard seed and oil, but the latest information makes it Niiy doubtful 
whether we shall receive before the Pujas the supply of standard cloth for 
which we have indented. 

The new Directorate of Civil Supplies, is alive U) the urgency of the 
problems wdth which it is (*onfronted and it is to he hoj)ed tlmt as soon as 
tlie various factors which I have referred to have been brought und(‘r some 
sort* of control, with the help and co-operation of the (h*ntral and other 
Provincial Governments a substantial improvement in the position of supplies 
will be effected. M(‘anwhile, th(* Provint'c can helj> itself very considerably 
by organising a comiirehensive anti-hoarding drive in Calcutta and tln‘ 
distrk'ts, with the active su])y)ort and co-operation organised trad(* and the 
leaders of public opinion. 

So far 1 have dealt with subjects which with the (‘xception of Air llaid 
Precautions arc* the concern of one or the other of my hon’ble ccdleagues. 1 
now ask the indulgence of tlie House for a few minut(*s to enable nn‘ to say 
something about matters which appertain to the department of which 1 
myself am in charge. 

Two measures which have been put into elbsd since the House last niel 
are revised provisions for the Civic (iuards and the institution of a rural 
organisation which we have called the Bengal Home (jiiards. 

The House will remeni])er that the Civic Guards were constituted under 
an Ordinance during* H14t). In Bengal in several districts th(‘y had done 
excellent work; we have, however, tor some time U'cn discpiieted by 
indications that the tjrganisation was md working as well as we could hope. 
We thought that its po.ssibilities for goml were so great, and the promise 
which it had shown where it has been working well was so encouraging that 
w^e must do everything juKssible to remove obstacles to further development 
along satisfactory lines. A .senior pediee officer w'as therefore jdaced on 
special duty to recommend measures for re-establishing the organisation on 
a sound basis. 

The Civic Guard was conceived as a purely honorary force. Without in 
any way deprecating the work done for the Civic Guards ])y influential 
non-officials to whose enthusiasm and public spirit tlie movement owes so 
much, it is clear that the success of such an organisation depends largely 
upon whether or not local officials charged with its development are able to 
devote to it the continued interest without which no purely honorary body of 
volunteers can reasonably be expected to maintain their enthusiasm. Partly 
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because most local officers were unable to spare time for detailed supervision 
of the Civic Guards and for day-to-day association with it and partly because 
there were certain small causes of dissatisfaction amongst members, the 
honorary system has broken down and it was necessary for us to devise 
reforms to set things right. 

In the first place we have appointed a number of persons whom we call 
Adjutants and Quartermasters whose duty is to organise and train groups of 
Civic Guards and to charge themselves with every detail not only of their 
efficiency but also of their welfare. These officers were chosen from amongst 
trained physical instructors who have passed through Mr. Buchanan’s school 
of training; they were posted for some time to assist in training the Civil 
Pioneer Force Battalion and with the experience there gained have now been 
allotted to districts. It will be their duty to establish and maintain direct 
personal contact with officers and memlx'rs of the Guard and to ensure that 
any suggestions or complaints are laid before the appropriate authority for 
consideration and redress. We look to these officers to ensure not only tjiat 
the Guards are organised and trained to a state of efficiency but that their 
legitimate re(iiiirements are sympathetically considered in a humane spirit 
and promptly brought to the notice of the autliorities. 

Then as regards the Guards themselves we have decided that we must he 
prepared to give allowances to men whom we ex]>e(‘t to be available tor duty 
whenever called upon. We have instituted courses of training during 
attendance at which an amount of pocket allowance of Ils. d a month will be 
given to candidates. When they have passed through this course of 
training and been enrolled each Civic Guard wlio attends four parades each 
month will be entitled to a monthly retainer of Its. (>. We have also provided 
that an allowance of six annas shall be made for eacli tour of duty which a 
Civic Guard is called upon to perform up to ten such tours monthly. 

The rates of duty allowance for officers will be higher; they will draw the 
same retainer as other members but for each tour of duty they will draw an 
allowance of Be. 1. We hope to stimulate efficiency and to establish an 
esprit de corps by recruiting officers so far as possible from the ranks. 
Promotion will depend upon the efficiency there gained and the capacity for 
leadership there shown and we hope that this will result in increased 
efficiency and keenness and also in general improvement in tone. 

All 1 can say at present of the progress of these reforms is that it is very 
encouraging. Adjutants and Quartermasters are settling down to their 
duties in districts; and in one district at least a number of Guards have 
already passed through the period of training under the reorganised scheme 
and qualified for the retainer. There should be no justification in future for 
the deprecatory references which have sometimes been made to the quality 
of recruits forming the Civic Guard organisation. 

The Civil Guard is confined to urban areas. In the r^ral areas we hav^ 
set up a Home Guard organisation, many of the details of which are, 1 
expect, known to hon’ble members. Our object was to organise a trained 
and disciplined body of men spread over the entire province to meet the 
exacting demands of the present emergent situation. There was a great 
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volume of public opinion, freely expressed Ihrough the press and otherwise, 
demanding the active association of the people, in the protection of Bengal 
against lawlessness and disorder arising out of oiu- apprehended threat to 
. our security. 

To meet this (lernfliid, we have been asked to set up an or^‘aiiisati(*u 
charged with the duty of preserving jieaee and order, aiding and assisting 
evacuees or refugees passing tlirougli their area, raising and stiifVning tlie 
morale of the people by discounting and den\ing false rumours and in the 
areas more immediately exjiosed to the danger of hostile action watching for 
and repoj-ting to the proper military or civil authorities anything of a 
suspicions nature such as crashed aircraft or susjiicious concentration of 
boats, etc. Home Guards are being organised in jiarties eacli under a 
Captain; it will be their duty to protect their own and their nciglibours’ 
families in their own local area and they will not he called iijxm to serve at 
any distance from their homes. At the present moment each unit consists of 
the area of a Union Hoard, though as the movement grows the area of the 
units will clearly have to he decreased. AVc an* thus setting uj) a body of 
men (aipable of providing at any time an effective patrol ot at least men. 

Each party will he a hand (d' friends and n(‘ighh()urs s(*l(‘cted by the 
Captain himself and since tlie Cajitain is to be a man chosen for liis influence 
in the locality, this method of selection will ensure tliat tlie parties work 
together in an atmosj)h<*re of friendliness and mutual trust. Th(‘re is no 
sectarianism in the organisation which is oj)en to all irresjx'ct ivc of i)olitical 
or religious affiliations. The Cajitain for eacdi unit is chosen with the 
assistance ot a local committee on which two influ(‘ntial hxail non-oflicials — 
one from each community are ai)pointed. We rely u])on these gentlemen 
not only to help in selecting a suitable Captain but for assistance and support 
to him by encouraging enrolment and by attra<-ting and maintaining i)ubli(! 
interest. We hope also that they will, in association with the Captain and 
with the Vice-Captain (who will lx* appointed wh(‘n the jxirty has h(*en 
formed and trained) keej) the authorities aware of all matters affecting the 
Guards or the safety and security of the area for which tliey an* n‘Sj)onsihle. 
We look to gun licensees to join the Home Guard and we sliall he j)n‘pared 
to bring pressure to bear u]xm licence-lndders either to enrol or to make their 
weapons available for the common defence. The Home (iuard will be a 
voluntary fon'e, non-political, and non-party, through which the will of the 
people can be organised to maintain law and order in th<*se troublous times 
and to arouse and confirm the will of the people to offer united resistance 
to the enemy. 

The organisation of this body has already made strides. Upwards of 
5,000 Captains have already been appointed and are organising their i)artieH. 
Twenty-three Adjutants, after a preliminary course of training, have been 
posted to districts and have embarked upon a programme of training. It is 
our intention ultimately to post two of these Adjutants in each district and 
4 in the larger districts, and there is at present a (xmrse of training being 
conducted to supply a second batch of Adjutants. For the present we have 
posted three or four Adjutants in each ot the coastal districts in order that 
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work there may be carried on along intensive lines. Their instructions are, 
as soon as possible after joining, to conduct a course of training lasting for 
a fortnight for Captains of Home Guard parties and to follow this up by 
subsequent courses so that training may become rapidly diffused. We have 
not laid down any rigid rules at present because, in a matter of this kind 
wheni much is to be gained by the method of trial and error, w^e wish to give 
the maximum scope to local officers who have ideas to try thenj out and by 
comparison of results to arrive at improved methods all round. In Chittagong, 
where there is already an organised system, of (;ivil defence parties, the 
results of the first fortnight’s training have been so encouraging that the 
District Magistrate describes them as being little short of ^tnlazing. 
Mr. Diiclianan has been placed in charge of training and organisation and 
we have Ixd'ore us now a handbook of training prepared by him in wdiich, T 
am sure, tlie members will be interested and of which 1 shall make copies 
available if members so desire. 

About the inlernal situation following upon the ratification by the 
All- India Congress (Committee of the Working Committee’s resol ul ion and 
the subseciuent arrest of Congress leaders 1 do not think that 1 can at this 
juncture profitably say very much; an oi)portunity may ()(‘cur later for a 
rather fuller statement. 

t 

Myself and many of my colleagues deprecated the initiation of a mass 
movement and assured the ])ubli<‘ that we were prepared to see that any 
movement whicli might be initiated was checked and peace and tranquility 
maintained. At the same time we were anxious to avoid action which 
might precij)itate a crisis and we appealed for a settlement which would 
avert one. Cuhajqjily such a settlement was not elfected and although 
Bengal has been sjjared disasters on the scale ex])erienced in some other 
Provinces, there have been disturbam*es both in Calcutta and elsewhere 
of sufficient gravity to give cause for serious anxiety. Apart from harUds 
and few demonstrations, instances have occurred in several districts of tamper- 
ing with (»i ilamage done to the j)ennanent W'ay or rolling slock of railway 
with interruption of railw’ay communi(‘ations and destruction of instruments. 
Members are aware of the ])ersistent interference with tramw'ay services in 
Calcutta and with the damage done to jmhlic utility services; this 
and the attack on A. B. V. dejuits and wardens’ j»osts which have 
occurred (!annot have any other result than giving assistance to tlie enemy. 
There has bi‘en sporadic cutting of telegraphic wures in many districts 
and in certain areas post offices have been attacked and looted. 
In present conditions, wdieii the enemy threat to our Province has been 
by no means removed, and when it is essential that communications should 
be kept open in order that military dispositions may be maintained and no 
obstacle placed in the w^ay of troop concentrations for any purpose, be it 
offensive or defensive, interference with railways, telegraphs and postal 
communications are very serious matters. Collective fines have had to be 
imposed upon the iuhabita|^ts of areas where such acts of sabotage occur 
and wdiere there is reason to believe that the local inhabitants are concerned 
in those offences or are harbouring the offenders or are failing to give 
proper assistance in apprehending culprits and bringing them to book. 
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District Magistrates have been directed to convey a warning to the 
inhabitants of all areas through which any line of ^ «»ninninications passes 
that they are charged with the specific duty niaintaining the sector 
^passing through their area and protecting it iiom damage and that they 
wdll be held accountable if outrages oet'ur. 

With regard to the regrettable incidents arising out ol tliese disturbances, 
in the course of which the police found it lU'cessary to open fir**, 1 do not 
wish to make any observations at the present moment bei ause we may have 
to consider this question more fully in tht‘ light of the obs»*i \ at ions which 
are going to be made by my friends in the (^ninc il in tin* course of the 
discussions which they will have the privilege to initiate* on the statement 
which I am now making before the House. 

Turning to Jail Administration 1 think 1 should mention that flu* Tribunal 
set up in fulfilment of my undertaking t(» the House* during the last sessiem 
submitted the e-ase eif r ‘]82 security priseeners to se*ruiiny anel have forwareh'el 
their rejjort to (lovernnient together with the*ir report anel ren’ornine'iielat ie»ns. 
The Hoii’ble Mr. Justice Panckridge whe> was Chairman of the Tribunal hael 
completed the draft of his report befe)re his sudden and lamentable demise 
but we have not yet had time te) scrutinise the report and cenne to any deci- 
sioKa upon the recommendations contain<*d in it. We liave, however, taken 
action on a number of points outside the terms of reference of the Tribunal 
with the fd)jecl of mitigating the rigours of detention. The ])ric,ipal 
modifi<ations which w'e have recently (h'cided upon iinduih* an amendment 
of the rule of diet allow^ance, increases in the clothing, extended facilities 
as regards private correspondence and temporary release to visit near 
relatives in case of critical illness and a more liberal scale of family 
allowance. , 

There have been tw’o major jail disturbances; the one which broke out 
at the llerhampore Special Jail on the 19th May, 1942 and which was handled 
tactfully by the local officials and about which 1 do not wish to say anything 
at the present moment. The second has been the recent unfortunate occur- 
rence in the Dacca Special Jail w^hich took place on tlie Mist August 1942. 
The Commissioner of the Dacca Division and the Inspector-General of 
Prisons have held an enquiry and are soon going to submit their rejiort to 
Government. I paid a visit to Dacca and liad been to see the locality where 
the disturbances took place and had personal discussion wdth the security 
prisoners and other persons inside the jail. I do not wish to make any 
comment at this stage because statements have appeared in the press from 
representatives of public bodies and demands have been made by the Mahalla 
Sardars of Dacca for the establishment of a special Committee of inquiry 
to investigate facts and to report the causes of the disturbance and also the 
manner in wJiich the casualties have been caused. It has been a very regret- 
table affair and I do not wish at the pre.sent stage to ,say anything further 
than w^hat I have already stated. 

The communal situation has fortunately been satisfactory. We have been 
able to settle the dispute at Dinajpur and I am happy to say that the immer- 
sion rites, which had been long suspended, w'ere amicably, completed on the 
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26tti June under arrangements mutually agreed to by members of both 
communities in the town. It is true that Dacca during the second half of 
June and the first half of duly witnessed renewed disturbances to which a 
communal colour might very easily have been given. There were unfor- 
tunately some casualties sustained by both communities. Prompt measures 
were however, taken by the local authorities and these were supplemented 
by the promulgatirin of the Turbulent Areas Ordinance which had lapsed 
early in January and by the imposition of collective fines under that 
Ordinance. We liave noi been able to ascribe responsibility for these 
disturbances; a number of political and communal groups are under suspi- 
cion of having fomented them, but the general public in Dacca was clearly 
not prepared to allow these disturbances to develop into communal riots and 
there was no demonstration at any stage indicating that communal passion 
had been widely inflamed. Elsewhere communal relations have, I am glad 
to say, been more friendly than f(»r a considerable time past. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: On a point of 
order, Sir. AVe, from this side of the House, would like to table some 
motions with regard to this statement. So, we request that a time may be 
fixed for putting in these motions. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Will it suit the honourable members if I fix 
12 noon (»f Saturday, the 19th Se]>tember, 1942, as the time for sending in 
these motions)^ 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Then, Sir, when 
VtiW the motions be taken up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; Sir, soim* time may be 
given to Oovernimmt to <*onsider those motions before they actually come up 
before the House lor discussion. We do not know how long this Session 
will "ontinuc. May 1 suggest to the honourable members to send in 
the motions by tomorrow evening? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I would like to fix Saturday noon as the timS by 
which all notices of motions must reach the office. In that case, you may 
get, copies of them by Saturday evening. The motions may not be taken 
up before Monday or Tuesday next. This was the impression I got from 
the llou'ble the Chief Minister. (Government will require some time and 
members will alsi) require some time to consider the motions that may be 
tabled. Any member desiring to give notices of motions or amendments 
will, therefore, do so by Saturday noon. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. The House now stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m, on Friday, the 18th September, 
1942. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the** meeting held on the ITth 
September 1942 : — 

(1) Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose. 

(2) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti. 

(d) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

(4) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta. 

(5) Mr. Kainini Kumar Dutta. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(7) Mr. Mohanied Hossain. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad (xhaziul IJmj. 

(9) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(10) Mr. \V. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(11) Mr. J. MeFarlane. 

(12) Dr. Radha Kumud Mookherjee. 

(43) Mr. Rauajit Pal (diowdhury. 

(14) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(15) Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

(16) Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Second Sessionf 1942 — No. 3. 


' The Council met in the Tiegislative Chamber of tlie Tje^islative Build* 
ing, Cale.utta, on Friday, the 18ih September, 1942, at 2-1 o p.m., being 
the third day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to se(‘tion (52(2) {a) 
of the (loverninent of India Act, 19fF);. ' 

Mr. President (the Hoii’ble Mr. Satyendicv Chandii.v Mitra) was in the 
Chair. 

Question with Answer which remained outstanding from the Third 
Session of 1941. 

Fisheries Department. 

es! Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Ilon'lde Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and lndustri(‘s Depart nuuit be pleased to state 
what ste])s havt* boeii taken to r(‘vive tlie Fis|»erief. l)e])artinent for W’hicdi 
grant has been recently sanctioiunl: what Ntaff has l)een eni])lr>ved and what 
are the lines of investigations adopted? 

(/y) Is he aw'aro that millions of /nJsa fish, hetki mullets (hhun (jan) and 
iop.^L (mango fish) migrate into the Sundarban ]']stuaries and that only a 
fraction of them is caught l)y <iur fisher folks and is h(‘ aw'are that their nets 
and boats are more or less of primitive types and tliat th(\v have no s\yift 
carriers like motor launches tor tiaii'^port from distant fisheries to railway 
stations like Khulna, Cainiing Town and Diamond Ilarlayui ? 

(c) Is he aw'are that in Madias l'resi<lenc\ , tin* Department of Fisheries 
started experimental yards in >ea coasts ff»r curing, sailing and canningr fish 
and that industrialists have taken over some of these yanis and are supplying 
cured and canned fisli to t)K* |>u lie? 

{(1) D(»es he jyroposc to diicct <lic Indu.stries Department of Ifengal to 
make enquiries of the Director of Foodstuffs (War Supply), Aew Delhi, 
regarding this and induce him to place orders tor sujjply of ]>reserved liiha 
and prawms {c/utnjr/,s) available in iteugul tlirough the Industries Depart- 
ment y 

(e) Does he projiose to circuiaLe the members of the Legislatnrt! a gist 
of the reports on seiv and Sundarban Fisheries and their potentialities, sub- 
mitted by late Sir K. G. Gfupta, late Mr. A. Ahmed and Mr. Soutliwell 
deputed by Bengal Goveinineiit to enquire intoAhe fisheries of Bengaiy 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaje Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) The Department of Fisheries, Bengal, w^as revived with effect 
12 
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from the 26th May, 1942. At present, the staff consists of one Director, 
one District Fishery Officer, one Glerk^ one Stenographer and a temporary 
Typist. Steps are being taken to recruit 3 more District Fishery Officers, 
5 Field Assistants, one more clerk and a permanent typist for the Depart* 
ment. 

In view of the existing emergency conditions, the Department was 
revived mainly with the object of — 

(1) Reorganising the taking and distribution of fish under the emergency 

conditions. 

(2) Conserving the present supplies, with particular reference to the 

fisheries of immature fish. 

(3) Conducting investigations on tank fisheries with a view to increasing 

the food supply in the Province, thereby aiding in the “Grow 

More Food” campaign. 

For the duration of the present emergency, the work of the Department 
will thus be principally concentrated on the conservation and be.st means 
of utilisation of existing supplies. 

(b) Yes. 

\c) I have no definite information. 

(d) The Director of Fisheries, Bengal, has already made enquiries from 
the Foodstuffs Directorate (War Supply), New Delhi, with a view to 
developing the preserved fish industry in Bengal. The Deputy Director, 
Foodstuffs, visited Bengal and made a tour of some of the fishing areas 
with the Director of Fisheries. The preserved fish product at present 
available in the country has been found unacceptable for military supply 
and attempts at salting and smoking htlsa, owing to its rich oil contents, 
ha^e not yielded satisfactory results. The other type of salted and smoked 
fish required by the military are not available at present in Bengal, as 
Iheir fisheries mostly lie in the restricted areas. Proposals are however 
under consideration for imi)roving the quality and quantity of preserved 
fish. 

(e) It is not practicable to prepare and circulate a gist of the reports of 
Messrs. K. G. Gupta, Ahmed and Southwell. Copies of the reports are 
however placed in the Library. 


Queitioii with Answer which remained outstanding from the 
First Sessioii, 1942. 

A.R.P. orgMiJsatiens. 

49. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Defence Department be pleased to state whether his 
attention has been drawn to the newspaper report of the general nature of 
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the measures against internal disturbances and of the steps taken by the 
Civil Defence Department, Government of India, published (m, the 15th 
February, 1942, indicated by Sir Reginald Maxwell in reply to Mr. Lalchand 
Navalrars question in the Central Assembly? * » ■ 

(6) Are the Government aware of the newspaper report that Mr. A. N. 
Chattopadhyaya, m.l.a. (Central), suggested in the Central Assembly that the 
Bengal Government was setting its face against private organisations 
arranging A.R.P. and other safety measures against internal disturbances 
in this war time? 

(c) What is the Government's attitude to voluntary private organisations, 
such as the Congress organising A.R.P. and other safety measures? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL DEFENCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): (a )and {h) My attention has been 
drawn to the report and the suggestion of Mr. A. N. Chattopadhyaya in the 
Central Assembly. 

(c) Government do not think that it is iXKssible for iwirallel organisations 
to function in purely A.R.P. work at the time when the enemy is actually 
carrying on a battle in the air. If, however, Government are convinced that 
thew will be no practical or technical difficulties they will recommend a 
revision of the present policy in this respect. Government will welcome non- 
official effort on an organisational basis in other spheres of civil defence 
activity such as care of the injured outside casualty clearing areas, relief 
to the homeless, relief to the people leaving the city and protecting homes 
from fire. Publicity in resi>ect of A.R.P. instructions to the ignorant and 
uneducated people is another imjK>rtant sphere where assistance will be 
welcome if it can be organised in c(vo})eration with the Warden vService. 
The reception and care of evacuees from Burma has already been entrusted 
largely to non-official effort and help in that direction will be welcome. 


(Questions tabled for the current Setsian with Answers thereto. 

The Bengal Smoke Nuisanoes Aot. 

7. Mfi NUR AHMiED; Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public 
Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(a) to what area or areas in Bengal the provisions of the Bengal Smoke 

Nuisances Act has been extende<l up to February, 1942; 

(b) if it has been extended to the Chittagong Municipal areas and other 

municipal areas in Bengal ; if not, why not ; 

(c) whether it is a fact that the offence of smoke nuisance has increased 

in Bengal ; 

(d) if so, what steps have the Government taken and propose to take 

to check smoke nuisance in urban areas of Bengal; and 
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(e) whether it is a fact that many municipal areas have grown into 
industrial areas since 1905; if so, whether the Government propose 
to bring these areas within the op)eration of the Bengal Smoke 
Nuisances Act, 1905; if not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): 

(a) The Bengal Smoke Nuisances Act is extended to the town and suburbs of 
Calcutta, the station of Howrah, tlie local limits of the Tollygunge, Garden 
Reach and South Suburban Municipalities in 24-Piirganas and the locality 
known as Panchpara in the Howrah district. 

(b) The Act has not been extended to any other areas in Bengal because 
that was not (ionsidered necessary by the Bengal Smoke Nuisances Commis- 
sion. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 
The Commission considers that it would not })e possible under the war time 
conditions to impose additional financial obligations on municipakties. 
Industrial coiK^erns would not also be able to put u]> chimneys because ot 
scarcity of sheet steel. 


Mymensifigh District Board. 

8. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and liocal Self-Government 
Depari merit bo pleased to state — 

(a) whether election to the Myniensingh District Board is now due; 

(h) if the rejdy to part (a) is in the negative, when will fhe election be 
due ; 

(r*) why the Government is making delay in publishing delimitation of 
the constituencies of the Myniensingh District Board; 

(d) when will the (ronstituencies l>e published; and 

(e) when is the next election likely to take placed 

The Hen'hio Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: (a) and (h) The five-year 
term of the Myniensingh Distriet Board expired on the 29th August, 1942. 
The general election has, therefore, been due. 

(c) Several objections to and suggestions on the delimitation scheme, as 

prepared by local officers, have been received and are now under the con- 
sideration of Government. > 

(d) The delimitation of the constituencies will be published as soon as 
possible. • 

(e) the election will be held after the constituencies have been finally 
delimited unless it is postponed owing to any emergency. 
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Khan Bahadur SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Will the ‘ 
Hoa’ble Minister be pleased to state when the delimitation of constitueneies 
is likely to be published? 

TN Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U; I cannot give any 
approximate date. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Any idea as to 
when it will be published? 

The flon’ble Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: In these nuuteis ii is 
difficult to visualise any date when actually the ])ublieati(>ii will take place. 
But I may say that it will be published as soon as possible. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: (an it bo 

published within the next two months? 

The Hon’ble Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: As 1 have already said, 

I could not give you any definite date. 


Prohibition. 

9, Mr, NUR AHMED: {n) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Forest and Excise Department he ploa.sed to state if it is a tact that the 
consumption of country spirit and other cheap intoxicants has increased in 
Bengal and also the receijit therefrom? 

(b) Has ixrohibition been intnMlueed in (’hittagong and Fbmilla as 
promised by the last Ministry? If not, why not? 

(c) Is it a fact that only a small excise shop fetching an income of less 
than Its. 30 has been abolished in Chittagong? 

(d) Do the Government propose to introduce gradual jirrohibition in 
Bengal? If not, why not? 

(e) In what other district or districts, the <-onsumption of country spirit, 
ganja and other cheap intoxicants have increased in Bengal? 

(/) What was the total number of excise shops in Bengal in 1937, and 
what is the total numW in 1942? 

{g) (i) In what districts have the Excise Licensing Boards increased the 
number of shops by recommendation and in what districts have they recom- 
mended reduction? 

(n) By how many in each district and in how many cases have these 
recommendations been accepted and in how' many cases have these recom- 
mendations been rejected? 
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MllilSTER in 0htri« of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Upondra Nath Burman): (a) Yes, consumption and 
revenue have increased due chiefly to the influx of a large number of up- 
country workers for employment in the various war production factories 
and mills, etc., in Bengal. 

(h) Partial prohibition has been introduced in selected areas of the 
Tippera and Chittagong districts. 

(c) No. To start with a country-spirit shop yielding an annual revenue 
of Rs.GOO was abolished with effect from the Ist April, 1942. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) There has been general increase in consumption of intoxicants includ- 
ing country-spirit and ganja throughout the Province. 

(/) In 1937-38 the number was 5,397; in 1941-42, 5,467. 

{g) A statement for the year 1942-43 is laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (g) of question No, 9. 


District. 

Recofhmen- 
dation of 
Licensing 
Boards. 

Final 

orders. 

Recommenda- 
tion of Licen- 
sing Boards. 

Final 

orders. 

Opening of 
new shops. 

New shops 
sanctioned. 

Abolition of 
existing shops. 

Abolished. 

Burdwan 

5 

2 

2 

2 

Birbhum 

•• 


1 

1 

Bankura 

2 

1 


•• 

Midnapore 

5 

None 

2 

2 

Hooghly 

’ * ! 

•• 

•• 


Howrah 

•• 

•• 

.. 

•• 

24-Paigana8 

3 

1 

2 Under consideration. 

Calcutta 

9* 

2 

•• 


Kadia 

• • 

•• 

• • 


Murshidabad 





Jeesore 





Khulna 





Dacca 

1 

None 

1 

1 

Mymeninngh 



2 

2 


*1 under oonsideration of Government; 1 combined dr\ig shop under consideration of 
24-Paigana8 Licensing Board and the rest rejected by Government. 
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Statement referred to in reply to clause (g) of question No, 9 ( concld.). 


District. 

Recommen- 
dation of 
Licensing 
Boards. 

Final 

orders. 

Rerommenda- 
'tion of Licen- 
sing Boards. 

Final 

orders. 


Opening of 
new shops. 

New shops 
sanctioned. 

Abolition, of 
existing shops. 

Abolished. 

Faridpur 

• 

Bakarganj 



•• 


Chittagong 



1 

1 

Tippera 



13 

10 

Noakhali 





Rajshahi 





Dinajpur 

2 

1 



Jalpaiguri 

2 

None 



Bai^gnur 

1 




Bogra 





Pabna 





Malda 





Darjeeling 






30 

8* 

24 

19 


^Including two additional bar licenoes in the Great Eastern and Grand Hotels, whore such 
licences already existed before. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Arising out of answer (/), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why the number of excise shops increased in 
1941-42 with reference to the number in 1987-38 — it appears from the 
answer that the number in 1937-38 w^as 5,397 and the number in 1941-42 
was 5,4G7? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: As it was previous to 
my assumption of office as Minister in charge of Excise, I cannot say off- 
hand without looking into the file. 

Statement laid on the Table at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council 
held on the 18th September, 1942. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, in reply to a supplementary question by Mr. Humayun Kabir at the 
meeting of the Legislative Council held on thi? 9th March, 1942, I assured 
the honourable member that an enquiry would be made of the Orissa Govern- 
ment as to whether they had conducted any experiments on water-hyacinth 
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and fourtd pajpeY made from the #ame profitable. I have now the honour to 
place, for the information of the Hou^e, the following statement^ regarding 
the action in pursuance of the above assurance, viz. — 

An enquiry^'^^as duly made of the Orissa Government in the matter and 
it revealed that they have never conducted any such experiment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, may I have 
jmur permission to present before the Ilouse the Appropriation Accounts for 
the year 1940-41. I am sorry that I was not present in the House yesterday. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Copies of file EejKjrt on the Apiiropriation /Xecouiits 
have not been brouglit in the Chamber to-day for circulation among the 
members as there was no jirevious intimation almut jiresentation of the 
same. 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; All right, Sir; then 
I shall move it on another day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir. may b have your 
permission to pr(‘sent tlie Eeport of the Select Committee. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Let me finish tlie otlnu* things first. 

Amendments to the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Notice asking for leave of the Ilouse to move the 
following amendments to the Bengal Legislative Council Pro(*edure Eules 
has been received from Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury : — 

1. After Eule 100 the following be inserted: — 
“PAET IX-A. 

Committee on Public Accounts. 

106A. (/) A Committee on Public Accounts shall be 

constituted at the commencement of the first session in each 
financial year, for the purpose of dealing with the reports 
of the Auditor-General relating to the accounts of the 
Province. 

(2) The Committee on Public Accounts shall consist of 
eight members elected by the Council from among its mem- 
bers according to the principle of proportional representa- 
tion by means of the single transferable vote, and the 
Finance Minister, who shall be the ex-officio Chairman of 
the Committee. The term of the office of the members of 
the Committee shall be one year but any member shall be 
eligible for re-election. 


Oonstitution of 
Committee on 
Public Accounts. 
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(3) Casual vacancies shall be filled aa soon as possible • 
after they occur by nomination by the President from, 
whenever possible, the party to which the member in whose 
place the vacancy occurred belonged, and aiiy person nomi- 
nated to fill such a vacancy shall hold office for so long 
only as the person in whose place he is nominated would 
have held office. 


Reference of 
accounts and 
reports to * 
Committee on 
Public Accounts. 


(4) In the case of any equality of votes on any matter 
the Chairman shall have a second or casting vote. 

lOGP. The acc>ounts of the Province and the reports of 
the Auditor-General thereon sliall, as soon as :hey are laid 
before the Council, stand referred to the Committee on 
Public Accounts constituted under liule lOOA.” 

2. After Rule 108, the following he inserted: — 


Fimction of 
Committee on 
Public Accounts. 


“108A, (I) In scrutinising the accounts of the Province 

and the reports of the Auditor-General th(‘re(m, it shall be 
the duty of the Committee on Public Accounts to satisfy 
itself — 


(a) that the moneys shown in the accounts as having 
been disbursed were legally available for and 
applicable to the service or purpose to which 
they have been apjdied or charged, 

(h) that the expenditure conforms to the authority 
which governs it, and 

(c) that every reappropriatioii has been made in accord- 
ance with such rules as may he prescribed by the 
Governor acting in his discretion or by the 
Finance Minister as the case may be. 

(2) It shall also be the duty of the Committee on Public 
Accounts — 

(a) to examine such trading, manufacturing and profit 
and loss accounts and balance sheets, as the 
Governor may have required to be prepared, and 
Auditor-GeneraPs report thereon ; 

(h) to consider the report of the Auditor-General in 
cases where the Governor may have required 
him to conduct an audit of any receipts or to 
examine the accounts of stores and stock. 


3. At the end of Rule 109, for the words “Finance 
Minister’’ the words “Chairman of the said Committee’’ be 
substituted. 


Those who are in favour to leave being granted to move this motion will 
please rise in their places. 
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(More than 13 memberfl rose in their seats.) 

As more than 13 members have risen in their places, the honourable 
member has the leave of the House to move his amendments. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHUHY: Sir, I beg to move 
that these amendments be referred to a Committee to be constituted 
according to the provisions of rule 110 of our Rules. 

MK PRESIDENT. The question before the House is: that leave be 
granted to Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid* Chowdhury to refer the proposed 
amendments to a Committee under rule 110 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Nomin ations to this Committee must reach the office 
by 1 p.m. on Monday, the 2l8t September, 1942. If there are more than 
five candidates, the Committee is to be elected on the principle of single 
transferable vote. 

Presentation of Select Committee Report on the Bengal Local Self- 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Hon*ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, I beg to present the 
Report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937, as introduced in the Council by Mr. Humayun 
Kabir, providing for abolition of nominations in the district boards and 
local boards. 


Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY. Sir, a question has 
arisen in another place that an Hon’ble Minister who is not a member of 
a particular chamber of a Legislature is debarred from presiding over 
the deliberations of the Select Committee of that Chamber even though 
he may be chosen to preside over the meetings of the Select Committee. 
The Advocate-General of Bengal is reported to have expressed his opinion 
in favour of this contention. If that be so, I request a ruling of the 
Chair if, on the same analogy, the entire proceedings in connection with 
the report proposed to be presented to the House has been vitiated or not. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it your contention that a non-member Minister 
cannot preside over the Select Committee of the House? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I was informed that an opinion 
has been received from the Advocate-General to the efiect that a non- 
member Minister of a House cannot preside over a Select Committee; and 
if he does so, according to the Advocate-General the proceedings would be 
illegal. Before further discussion takes place on the point raised by the 
Deputy President, we would like to have before us the full text of the 
Advocate-General’s opinion referred to. It raises a serious and a very 
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important issue. Eor^ in our House, <the Ministers are, with a single excep*- 
tion, non-members. But they have always, with the consent of the members 
of Select Committees, presided over these bodies.. The question was never 
raised in this House. I consider it veiy proper that the Minister in charge 
of the department concerned, if elected, should be allowed to preside over 
a Select Committee relating to his department. But if it is illegal and 
ultra vires, the matter stands on a different footing. I submit, Sir, fuller 
information should be obtained and a time should be fixed to allow us to 
discuss the matter, as the point is of great constitutional importance. 

Mr. hUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I agree that this question should be 
discussed. If I remember aright, it was once before raised in this House 
about d or 4 years ago. At that time, if 1 am not mistaken^ Sir, you 
were pleased to tell us — I do not remember if it was a ruling — that 
a non-member Minister could preside over a Select Committee. If, 
however, it is the opinion of the Atlvocate^eneral that iiresiding by a 
non-member Minister makes legislation void ah initio, I think. Sir, 
very serious conseciuences will follow. The Bengal Tenancy Act which 
was passed after consideration by a Select Committee, was presided over 
by the then Minister who w^as then not a member of the House. 1 think, 
it Was at that time that the question of the Chairmanship of a Select 
Committee by a non-member Minister w’as raised. I entirely agree wdth 
my honourable friend that this matter should be dis(*ussed ; and if that is 
really the position, we should go into the matter thoroughly. But I would 
suggest that in the meantime the matter might be proceeded with on the 
analogy of other Bills which have been discussed in this House and actually 
enacted. If, how'ever, the Bill is void ah initio, then I think the other 
Bills also w'ill be void ah initio, I wrould, therefore, request Government 
also to consider wdiat would be the position with regard to the Money- 
lenders Act, the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act and all the other 
piece.s of legislation which w^e have passed in the course of the last five 
years. Therefore, my submission is that w^e should take up this question 
at a later date and have a specific day allotted for discussing this (question 
in all its aspects. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I just say a few 
words, Sir? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: The rule of this House 
which is relevant to this matter is rule 5(i. I may place the entire rule 
before the House as it may probably obviate the difficulty visualised by 
the Deputy President. Rule 5G runs as follows: — 

“56. (i) A Select Committee shall consist of not more ^ than eleven 

members. 

{2) The Minister in charge of the department to which a Bill relates, 
the member who introduced the Bill and other members of the Select 
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Committee shall be named as members in the motion proposing the 
appointment of the Committee in such a manner as io represent, as far as 
possible, the different parties in the Council. 

(•3) (?) The Minister in charge of the department to which a Bill 
relates shall, if he is a member of the Council, ordinarily be the Chairman 
of the Committee. 

(o) (?/) If such Minister is not a member of the Council, the Committee 
shall choose a member of the Committee to be their Chairman.” 

In this particular case, so far as my recollection goes, I was named 
as a member of the Committee, and 1 was also chosen to be the Chairman 
of the (^unmittee. So the dilHculty pointed out by the Deputy" President 
is obviated, in my submission. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may T explain that the 
point which arose in another place was exactly similar to this? The 
Minister whose chairmanship was under discussion had also been actually 
elected Chairman of the Select Committee. In spite of that fact, the 
learned Advocate-tfeneral is reported to have given the opinion that the 
procedure adopted was ultra mres. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AHT08H KUMAR BA8U> But that was in accord* 
ance with the rules of the Assembly; the two chambers have dirferent 
rules. AVe act here under the rules of this House. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: But the Advocate-Geuerars 
opinion is very sweeping. He has based his opinion on constitutional and 
other absolutely substantial grounds. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The Advocate-Geuerars 
opinion is not before the House. As I have said, we are governed here 
by the rules of this House and as the fact remains that the Select Com- 
mittee chose one of its members as Chairman, quite irrespective of the fact 
that that membei happened to be the Minister in charge of the department 
to which the Bill related, wdiy should not this rule come into operation 
and invest the Minister with the authority and the right to preside over 
the meetings of the Select Committee? 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: 1 think. Sir, we cannot usefully 
discuss this question because we have not got the Advocate-GeneraFs 
opinion before us. First of all, I would like to know whether the 
Advocate-General gave his opinion or ruling based on the provisions of 
the Assembly Procedure Rules or on any of the provisions of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Order, order. The opinion of the Advocate-General 
is certainly entitled to consideration, but it is not in any way binding on 
the Chair. This House is guided by our own rules and the Statute and 
not by any precedent or the opinion of any legal expert. 
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liri HUMAYUN KABIR: What I was submittrntr, Sir, is that as our 
rules stand at the present moment, there is nothing in them which can 
prevent the election of the Minister in charge of the department concerned 
from being the Chairman of a Select Committee. If the Minister is named 
as a member of the Committee in virtue of a previous sub-section to the rule, 
then he is entitled to be elected the Chairman of the Committee under 
rule 50 (»!/) (ii). And as far as the legal question is coiK’eriied, the Chair 
has not yet given a ruling, but it once gave us a direction — without exactly 

giving a ruling 

» 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 think 1 had occa>i()n lo give a 
ruling on this question on a j^oint raised when Mr. Nalini Ranjun Sarker 
wanted to initiate a Bill in this House. The (question Oicn laised was as 
to wdiether a non-member Minister <umld initiate any Bill, and 1 gave 
my ruling that such a Minister had the right lo initiate Bills in this 
House, as he w^as thereby merely taking part in its jiroceeilings. Ami 
I furttier held that even apart from the question of voting, thi? liglit of a 
non-member Minister was not co-extensive with those of the members of 
the House. Tlie members of the House have larger powau’s. I (juoted the 
defirnjion ot the teini “memlier” from the Oovernor’s Rules at that timi*. 
According to that definition, non-member Ministers may not form a (iiiorum 
in the House; nor can a vote of censure be moved against the (^hair by 
a non-member Minister. Of (‘ourse, it is ac(‘e])ted that non-member 
Ministers have the right to s])eak and take part in the proceedings of the 
House. But if \ou once concede that they have a right to take ])art in 
the j)i’oceediiigs of a Select Committee, then there is no reason why on 
the same analogy there should be any bar to their jn’csidiug over the 
meetings of the House. However, the point raised is not altogidhei- ii(‘e 
from doubt. It has been [)ointcd out that in the past non-member 
Ministers presided over meetings of the Selei't Committees and the pro- 
ceedings of those Committees were treated as valid. But we should not 
follow precedents if they are subsequently found to be against thi^ Statute 
or our rules. 

However, w’e need not be anxious about the proceedings of Select 
Committees in the past though they might have been based on a wrong 
procedure, as such irregularities of procedure are cured by the provisions 
of section 87 of the Government of India Act, 1985. 1 pro])os<j to give 

my ruling“ on the point raised later on, after fuller co*nsi(leration of the 
question in all its bearings. 


Motions under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; I beg to move that an address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal, through the llon’ble the President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council, requesting His Excellency to move 
proper authorities urging upon them the necessity of the discontinuance 
of recruitment to the Civil Branch of the Indian Medical Service as early 
as possible. 
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Sir, this is a matter which concerns one of the very important branches 
of the Indian Civil Service which concerns a great many people of India. 
Sir, there is a misapprehension about the purpose and purport of this 
iiddress. I do not move this mo>tion in any spirit of racial discrimination. 
My only purpose is to effect discontinuance of recruitment to the Civil 
Branch of the Indian Medical Service. It will be seen from section 244 
of the Government of India Act, 1936, that since the introduction of 
provincial autonomy the recruitment to the Civil Branch of the Indian 
Medical Service would be reserved to the Secretary of State. Sir, the 
standard of qualification is so high that very few Indians are appointed 
to this service. That is one reason why this recruitment Aould be 
discontinued. There is another very cogent reason why this present 
arrangement should be discontinued. The Indian Medical Service is 
primarily a military service and is reserved for military purposes and 
nearly 62 per cent, of the persons employed in this service owe their 
allegiance not to the respective provinces where they are attached, not 
to the Hon*ble Ministers, but they are responsible to the Commaryler-in- 
chief and other military officers. Moreover, these people are temporarily 
appointed and wherever there is necessity they are sent. So, the provinces 
do not get any benefit from these persons. Sir, this question of making 
the Indian Medical Service a wholly independent service had been seised 
in the past and several members of the Imperial Legislative Council also 
had raised this question in that House and elsewhere. Agitation had been 
carried on by the Indian Medical Asosciation from year to year. So long 
ago as 1903 Lord Morley, the then Secretary of State for India, proposed 
to form an Indian Medical Service in pla(‘e of the present one, but the 
Government of India first agreed and then disagreed. So the proposal 
fell through. Then in 1911 the question was again (‘onsidered in the 
Army Department of the Government of India. It was again proposed to 
make the Indian Medical Service purely a civil service. But as the 
officers of this service might be required for military purposes the Director- 
General, Indian Medical Service, did not agree. Consequently, that 
pn)posal also fell through. Then the Indian Public Service Commission 
which was appointed in 1914 and which published its report in 1917, 
considered this question, but unfo^rtunately that Committee also did not 
consider the abolition necessary. On March 8 of 1911, Mr. Shastri moved 
a 'resolution in the Imperial Legislative Council recommending the consti- 
tution of a Medical Service independent of army organisation, but unfortu- 
nately that resolution was not carried, and that unsatisfactory state of 
employing surplus officers in the army was going on. Sir, it is estimated 
that there are nearly 40,000 Indian medical men in India and some of 
them are very worthy of their profession and can be entrusted with any 
work. But very few men from the Provincial Service have been promoted 
to this service which is more important and at the same time very lucrative. 
Sir, there is another point for discontinuing recruitment to the Civil 
Branch of the Indian Medical Service. Formerly when the Public Health 
Department was not transferred to the district board, the medical officers 
of the Indian Medical Service used to be the district head of the Public 
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Healtli Department. But since the transference, they only serve as 
Superintendents of Jails and such other duties. Sir, from that point 
of view, there is no necessity of further recruitment in the service. If 
this r^ruitment is discontinued, what will he the consequences? The 
services will be filled by promotions from the Provincial Medical Service 
and a large number of Indians will get the services and will be in a posi- 
tion to serve their own country. With these few words, I move my motion 
and recommend to the House for its acceptance. 


Mr. ^RESIDENT: Motion moved: tlmt an address be pre.^v-nted to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal, through the Hon’ble the President of 
the Bengal Legislative Council, requesting His Excellency to move proper 
authorities urging upon them the necessity of the discontinuance of recruit- 
ment to the Civil Branch of the Indian Medical Service as early as 
possible. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Sir, I have listened 
with great interest to the speech which the honourable mover has made in 
moving his motion. Frankly speaking, I could not exactly follow as to 
wh^t^he actually meant. From the terms of the resolution it appears that 
the Government should be moved to discontinue recruitment to the Civil 
Branch of the Indian Medical Service as early as possible. But his speech 
seems to convey the idea that the British Government should be moved to 
stop recruitment of Europeans to the Civil Branch of the Indian Medical 
Service. If this is the idea, then, I think, the wordings should be changed 
because the motion as it stands at present does not (*onvey that idea. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Speaking from a personal 
point of view, and not as representing the Government, my sympathies are 
with the motion. This question has got a history behind it. It has come 
up from time to time not only before the Jjegislature in this country but 
also before the Services Committee of the Round Table Conference. Sir, 
for the information of the House I may say that when the allotment of 
I.M.8. officers was made to the provinces, the Bengal Government stressed 
that only the minimum number of such officers required for attendance on 
the British members of the Superior Civil Services in Bengal and their 
families should be employed in this province. If it was the final decision 
of the Secretary of State that this province should have a number of 
I.M.S. officers of the “war reserve, “ it was suggested that the Central 
Government should pay for the difference between the emoluments of a 
B.M.S. Civil Surgeon and those of an I.M.S. officer. The Central Govern- 
ment have partially accepted this latter point. As regards the full pay- 
ment of the contribution, the Government of India has been moved and 
their decision is being awaited. I might explain that the position regard- 
ing the maintenance of a number of I.M.S. officers in civil employ in the 
province is this. The Civil Branch of the Indian Medical Service has 
been retained on the primary consideration of providing an adequate 
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number of a war reserve which is economical and to meet the requirements 
of the British members of the Superior Civil Services and their families. 
So far as these arrangements are concerned, and the necessity for main- 
taining such a reserve, it is not the Provincial Government which has any 
say in the matter. These are matters which are ordained from above, to 
which the Provincial Government can never raise any elfective voice of 
protest even if they wanted to do so. A Provincial Government can only 
point out the number of officers required for the purposes mentioned, and 
also discuss the (juestion of financial adjustment with regard to the emolu- 
ments of these oificers. As 1 have just now pointed out, Sir, this*’ Govern- 
ment has addressed itself to both these questions. I find on a reference 
to the old history of the (question that the alndition of the Indian Medical 
Service was recommended by the Services Sub-Committee of the Round 
Table Conference. The fhmimittee recommended that to meet the needs 
of a war reserve a sulficient number of otiieers of the Civil Medical Services 
should be reijuired to undergo a medical training — the cost being borne by 
the Military Department. Further, to meet the miuirenients of the 
military and of medi(‘al attendance it was suggested that the Provincial 
Governrnenl should recruit an adeciuate number of European doctors in 
their (hvil Medical Services and that arrangements should be •made 
whereby members of the Indian Medical Service who rendered medical 
service may be so recruited. The I.M.S. officeis were, however, to sever 
their connection with the military on suih recruitment, subject to certain 
conditions. 

At the instance of the Secrelar> of State llie opinion of the Provincial 
Governments was asked for on these i)ro])osals in P)dl and the Government 
of Bengal generally agreed to them and gave their opinion that they did 
not consider that action in accordance with the re(‘oniniendation of the 
Services Sub-Commiltee would in ttny way affect the general standard of 
medical administration in the provinces, provided that the proper type of 
meilical men was recruited and a high standard of administrative efficiency 
and adequate control were maintained by the autonomous (iovernments. 
This (Jovernment, however, demurred to the appointment of officers of 
the Indian Medical Service to the proposed Provincial Civil Medical 
Service. Subsequently in 1984 the Government of India in their letter, 
dated the 29tb August, 1984, intimated that after considering all the 
varied and often conflicting interests which made the problem one of 
peculiar difficulty — the natural desire of the provinces for medical auto- 
nomy on the one hand, the requirements of the army on the other, the 
interests of the service itself and the overriding need of economy—the 
coiudusion had been reached that it would be necessary to retain the Indian 
Medi( 5 al Service as an all-India and primarily a military service with a 
civil branch to provide a war reserve and to meet the requirements of the 
British members of the Superior Civil Services and their families. Since 
then statutory provision has been made in the Government of India Act, 
1935, for the retention of the Indian Medical Service and power has been 
kept with the Secretary of State to make appointments to the services and 
<0 specify the number and character of the civil posts under the Crown 
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which are to be filled by persons appointed by him to a civil service of, or 
a civil post under, the Crown. This is provided in sections 244 and 246 
of the Government of India Act. These provisions are to be in force until 
.Parliament otherwise determines. The number and character of the 
specific * posts have since been decided by the Secretary of State under the 
Indian Medical Services (Civil Reserved Posts) Rules of 1939. I do not 
want to take the time of the House by entering into the history of this 
question at any greater length. It will be sufficient for my purpose to 
show that so far as the Government of Bengal is concerned it has always 
pleaded for full autonomy as regards the Medical Services. And that is 
the positron which I in my capacity as the Minister in charge will always 
try, and have always been trying, to maintain. I hope this House will 
afford its fullest support to that position. There are in the civil employ 
of the Government, particular!}' as members of the Bengal Medical Service, 
men holding eminent positions in the medical profession. I think they 
can hold their own if they are placed in any capacity in the medical world. 
That being the position, this is a motion which has got my whole-hearted 
and fullest sympathy. But as I have already said, it is a matter which is 
entirely in the hands of the Government of India. All that can be done 
by this Government, in accordance with the past practice in such cases, is 
to forward the proceedings of this House to the Government of India, if 
His Excellency the Governor so desires. 

Mr. HUB AHMED: Sir, I am thankful to the Hon’ble Minister for his 
sympathy with this motion. But I may say a few words in reply to the 
point raised by my friend Rai Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur. He 
said that my motion is vague. But it is very clear. I said that * recruit- 
ment to the Civil Branch of the Indian Medical Service should be disconti- 
nued. I find that under section 244 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
the recruitment would be made solely by the Secretary of State for India. 
So, in my motion I have Urged the abolition of the entire Service. If 
further recruitment is stopped, the result will be that the medi(*al men 
from the Provincial Service will be appointed to these posts. My conten- 
tion is that men who are already in service will remain, but only further 
recruitment should be discontinued. I hope this simple motion will be 
accepted by the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that an address 
be presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, through the 
Hon'ble the President of the Bengal Legislative Council, requesting His 
Excellency to move proper authorities urging upon them the necessity of 
the discontinuance of recruitment to the Civil Branch of the Indian Medical 
Service as early as possible. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. NUB AHMED: I beg to move that an address be presented to Hia 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal, through the Hon’ble the President of 
13 
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the Bengal Legislative Council, requesting His Excellency to move the 
Government of India to urge upon the proper authorities the vital import- 
ance of recruiting more cadets from among the Bengalis, both for ordinary 
and emergency commission, in the Indian Defence Forces. 

Sir, with a heavy heart I move this motion as a Bengali. When we 
look to the history of the Indian Defence Force and Indian Army Force, 
we find that Bengal has been neglected and ignored always. I was 
labouring under a false impression that Indians have been very largely 
recruited even during the present emergent period in India — that is, during 
the present war. We find from the scant information that is available 
to us that the Bengal Battalion Force has recently been disbanded for 
administrative reason. More than a year ago I moved a resolution in this 
House urging the necessity for removing the distinction between martial 
and non-martial races in respect of Bengal, and it was announced that that 
distinction will be removed if a Bengali regiment is formed, but in actual 
practice we find that even the Indian Territorial Force has been disbanded. 
Sir, there is another important fact which requires more urgent consi- 
d(‘raiiou of this House. And this is the fact that Bengal leads the other 
provinces in population, in intellect, in education and in other respects. 
But the pity is, in this vital matter Bengal is not given any position at 
all. We find that during the last war only 7,117 combatants were re"cruit- 
ed from Bengal and 51,935 non-combatants. Whereas from Madras 51,000 
combatants were recruited and from the Punjab nearly 300,000 combatants. 
When the war is nearer the door of Bengal, we are finding that the people 
of other provinces are c(nning here to defend us. Is it not a great shame 
and humiliation to tliink of that? In the last war many sailors from 
Bengal lost their lives on the high seas. The Bengalis then proved 
worthy of their positions. Even in that war the sacrifice of the Bengali 
soldiers was brought to the notice of the authorities. So is it not a shame 
to find that people from other provinces will come here to defend our 
hearths and homes. The Bengali Battalion was sent to Mesopotamia in 
the last war under the name of the 49th Bengali Regiment; there they 
had distinguished themselves. But in this war we find that even the 
Indian Territorial Force has been disbanded. Sir, this is not a new 
matter coming up before the House. 1 have limited my motion to one 
aspect of the armed service, the recruitment of more cadets for ordinary 
and emergency commission. The pilots of Bengal, whose number as far 
as my information goes is only 500, have proved their worth and some of 
them have distinguished themselves in their work. Bengalis employed in 
ihe motor transport service have also proved their worth, and I do not 
understand why these Bengalis should not be taken in in larger numbers 
in the Emergency Commission. This is a question which has been agitating 
the minds of all great Indians for many years, and I do not like to go 
into the history of this question. My prayer is very simple. There are 
the best Bengalis available who can be recruited for the Emergency Com- 
mission. Unfortunately, the actual numbers are not available because they 
are kept as secret for public interest. So how many Bengalis are serving 
in the Emergency Commission is not known to me. But my information le 
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that their number is very limited. I think there will be no two opinions 
about this subject matter of the motion, and I appeal to the House to 
accept my motion. 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that an address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the llon’ble the President of 
the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency to move the 
Government of India to urge upon the proper authorities the vital import- 
ance of recruiting more cadets from among the Bengalis, both for ordinary 
and emergency commission, in the Indian Forces. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: May I have your 
permission, Sir, to move a short-notice amendment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 shall not accept any short-notice nnendinent of 
which even a copy has not been supplied to the Chair. 

Mr. B. K. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, it gives me great pleasure to 
support the motion of my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. It is a sad commentary 
upo*h*British rule in this country that until 1918 no Indian was appoinled 
as a commissioned odicer in the so-called Indian Army. Since then the 
policy of the Government was modified no doubt, but even this modification 
had very little effect on the personnel of tlie officer ranks of the army. I 
may. Sir, refer in ibis connection to the parallel case of China. Before 
1924 there was no military school w'orth the name in that country to train 
army officers. It was only in 1924 that the Whampa Military Acmlemy 
was set up. To-day this central institution, now located near Chungking, 
Las seven branches of its own. Besides, a large number of specialized 
schools has also been established and among them they are training every 
year thousands and thousands of officers who have taken cdiarge of the 
different arms of the vast army now fighting so tenaciously the aggressors 
from abroad. While this is Ihe picture of Ciiina, compare it, Sir, with 
the position in which India stands. Even on the eve of the i>reHeiit war, 
after 25 years of effort, only a handful of Indian officers could be trained 
and recruited to our army. Nor have we any information as to the number 
of Indians appointed as commissioned officers during the last three years. 

Not only very few Indians have been admitted to the King's Commission, 
but what is more, Sir, even in respect of this small Indian recruitment, the ^ 
policy of the Government is not uniform in all parts of the country. Thi 
theory of the martial and non-martial races was sponsored years ago. 
According to this theory some particular groups of the Indian people have 
been alone regarded as eligible for admission to the army, while the other 
groups are left out as ineligible for such admission. It is true that recently 
the ban on the so-called non-martial races was lifted. But, Sir, every one 
in this House will admit that the ban has been lifted only theoretically, 
while in practice it remains virtually as effective as before. Even the other 
day the British Prime Minister emphasised the distinction between the two 
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groups with gusto. No theory is more spurious and unsupported by facts 
and experience than this theory of the martial and non>martial races in 
India. Unfortunately, however, it has been allowed to work so far to the 
great detriment of our interests. 

In respect of cadets chosen for Military Academy at Dehra Dun, there 
is not only reservation of seats for the sons of soldiers but what is more, in 
regard to expenses also a considerable concession is made to them, while 
the cadets without such advantageous birth have to meet the huge expenses 
entailed in the training at the Dun academy. It is our demand. Sir, that 
this distinction between the martial and the non-martial classes,, both in 
respect of recruitment and in respect of other advantages, should be done 
away with without delay. Fair play and no favour should be our motto 
in every field of public service. At the same time, it is urgent that the 
number of training schools should be considerably increased and admissions 
to them should be made on a far larger scale. With these few words, Sir, 
I support the motion of Mr. Ahmed. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERilEE Bahadur: Sir, as one responsible 
for the passing of similar resolutions on three previous occasions, I feel it 
my duty to accord my whole-hearted suppoii to the motion which dias 
been moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. Sir, there are two kinds of 
Commissions for which candidates are being recruited, namely, the Viceroy ^s 
Commission and the King’s Commission, which is also called the Emergency 
Commission. There is no such thing as “Ordinary Commission.” I think 
thy friend means the Viceroy’s Commission in which one can secure the 
Indian rank of Subadar and Havildar. So far as the terms of the motion 
are concerned, I feel that the Army Department of the Government of India 
have not been generous to the Bengali recruits. Divisional Committees 
have been set up in the five divisions of Bengal to interview and select 
candidates for recruitment for the Emergency Commission. The members 
of the Divisional Committees select certain candidates and send up their 
names to Fort William where they are medically examined. Those who 
are found physically fit for a career in the army are asked to proceed either 
to Jubbulpore or Delhi or to some other centre for final interview and 
selection. So far as the Dacca Division is concerned, I can say from my 
personal Experience as a member of the Divisional Selection Committee 
that very few Bengalis have so far been recruited for the King’s Commis- 
sion. Soon after the outbreak of the present war, the Bengal Coastal 
*"i3attery was formed and Bengalis were given a chance of offering themselves 
for recruitment in that branch of the service. Members of the House must 
have noticed in the newspapers that the army authorities in India have 
expressd^bin no uncertain terms their unstinted admiration of the efficiency, 
dutifulness and discipline of the members of the Bengal Coastal Battery. 
It is really distressing and disappointing to find that although the Bengalis 
have so far rendered a good account of themselves as efficient gunners, 
recruitment to the Indian Land and Air Forces has been practically shut out 
to the Bengalis as a race. Sir, the resolution of Mr. Nur Ahmed makes a 
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very modest demand. When the enemy is knocking at our gates, I think it 
is not unreasonable for us to expect better treatment at the hands of the 
Government of India whose mistrust and suspicion of the Bengalis are 
• respon^ble for the present state of things. The Bengalis are declared to be 
a non-martial race and as such not suitable for military service. This 
is an unwarranted reflection on the capacity of the Bengalis to bear arms 
which is not borne out by history. We should, therefore, be unanimous 
in our recommendation and pass the motion. We should also request the 
Hon’ble the /Chief Minister who is in charge of tlie Home portfolio to 
forward it to the Government of India with a favouKible nt le from the 
local Government. It is, indeed, true that physical fitness is an essential 
factor in vsuch cases, but it is not the only qualification that counts. The 
general physique of an average Bengali youth may not be quite up to the 
mark like that of a Punjabi or an upcountry recruit; but so far as 
intelligence goes, which is the only criterion for leadership, Bengalis are 
not inferior in any respect to their colleagues from the other provinces. 
With these few words, I beg to support the motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, it is with regret that I support this 
motion — regret that even in the year of grace 1942 we should have to move 
a nlofion like this for discussion in the House. As the honourable member 
who spoke just before me pointed out, he lumsclf had occasion to bring a 
motion like this two or three Sessions ago. It is almost like a hardy 
annual, and year after year these addresses — that Bengalis should be 
recruited to the commissioned rank of the Indian Army — are forwarded to 
the Government of India, and probably thrown into the waste-])aj)er basket^ 
for so far as we know, \ery little action has been taken on any such address 
by the Government of India. It is not true to say that Bengalis have 
not proved their fitness in the army. In spite of the very narrow’ and 
limited opportunities which have been offered to them in the army, they 
have proved their fitness very well. On a previous (xtcasion, wdien a motion 
like this was being discussed in this House, Sir Nazimuddin, then Minister 
in charge of the Home Department, gave out that Sir Sikander Hyat Khan 
was compelled to admit that so far as the Indian Air Force was concerned, 
the Bengalis proved to be the best among the Indian recruits. The speaker 
who spoke just before me stated that Bengalis have a poor physique. 
That is not exactly a correct statement, because there are men — I am 
not talking of the town-dwellers, those l)elonging to the learned professions, 
men of letters, who may have got a poor physique — there are men in Eastern 
Bengal and West Bengal, the so-called uneducated and lower classes, who^' 
are speciinens of as fine a physique as may be found anywhere in the 
world. Fine specimens of physique will also be found among the Indian 
sailors working in the Marine Services in the dock-yards and wjuirfs. It 
is not true to say that Bengalis are generally poor in physique. But, Sir, 
it is neither here nor there. Reference w’as also made to-day to the 
distinction between martial and non-martial rA^es — a spurious, stupid and 
dishonest distinction which was sought to 1)€ imposed upon the people of 
this country, a distinction which was sought to be introduced in order to 
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brand a certain section o£ the people as un£t for military work. This 
distinction is as absurd as the racial theories which the Nazis i^rofess 
in regard to their own superiority. The whole of Indian history shows that 
Bengalis have always fought to the very last against the Centre to resist its 
domination over them. Throughout the Hindu period, the Pathan period 
and the Moghul period we find this resistance of Bengal. Whenever there 
was any weakening in the Centre, the Bengalis took to arms to sever their 
coBiPection from the Centre. Therefore, this distinction of martial and 
non-martial races is a spurious and dislionest distinction, a dishonest 
distinction which was created after the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857. This 
dishonest distinction has become a source of danger to-day. If half of the 
manhood of this country is engaged for the purpose of defending the land, 
there is no doubt that we can put up a much better resistance against our 
common enemy. If the common enemy is really to be fought, he has to 
be fought by the nationals of the province. People from other provinces 
cannot put uj) that sort of re'sistam^e which we cun do. After all, the 
interest of this pi‘ovince cannot be looked after by them as by us. The 
people of this ])rovince alone can put up the necessary resistance as the 
people of Russia and China have shown. Foreigners failed in Burma and 
Malaya but the natives of China and Russia have overcome impossible 
odds. There is another advantage if the people of the respective proViUces 
are engaged. They know the lo«;alities well, they are well acquainted 
with the to])ogra])hy of the land. If peoph' from outside are recruited, 
they will feel these difficulties. 1 would urge that ])ersons may be rc'cruited 
to the King’s Commission and the Viceroy's Commission from all the 
provinces. I understand that the present (xovernmeni has been making 
attempts, so that an army and Home Guards may be created from Bengal. 
I do not know what success their efiorts will meet. We find from the 
personnel of the jiresent army that ihere are no Bengalis in the general 
ranks of the arnjy. There are practically no Bengalis in the different 
Commissions. That is why I said at the very outset that it is with regret 
tliat I am supjmrtiiig this resolution. It is a pity, Sir, that in the year 
of grace lf)42, when the enemy is on the threshold of Bengal, threatening 
and waiting to attack Bengal, the authorities are still doubting the ability 
and courage and devoiion of the Bengali people to defend their motherland. 
The authorities are forgetting that it is they who will defend their land 
and sacrifice everything they ])Ossess. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, my esteemed friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed has a knack of bringing forward resolutions which contains 
recommendations with which we can all generally agree. The present 
resolution is one which is extremely welcome at the present moment, 
because it gives me an opportunity of telling my friends in this House that 
the present Government have taken up this question in right earnest and 
even doing all that can possibly be done in order to give the people of Bengal 
an opportunity of showing that the brand of inferiority as belonging to the 
non*martial ra(‘e is a calumny which we can no longer accept. We have 
pressed upon His Excellency to take steps immediately to raise a Bengali 
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Army of a lakh of men in which all the communities would be represented, 
opportunities would be given to Bengalis to show that not merely in the 
world of politics or literature or intellectual activities but that physically 
the Bengalis are not behind hand, that they know how to defend themselves. 
We have been faced with nianyUlisadvantages. There was a time when the 
fatwa went out that we are unfit. That was proved io be an absolute false 
theory. Then there was the aspersion that the Bengalis are timid. Events " 
have shown that that charge is groundless. Then there was the Buspiqion 
that the Bengalis are incapable of sustained work. Experiences have 
shown that nothing can be further from truth than a statement like that. 
All things combined have gradually shown that the Bengalis are capable bf 
giving a good account of themselves only if they are given an op])ort unity. 
In the field of sports, the Bengalis liavt‘ come out loi)most. As regards 
aerial service it is well known that Bengali pilots liave proved to be tlie 
best amongst the Indian pilots. As has been pointed out by my friend 
Mr. Humayuu Ivabir, on the high seas it is Beiigalis who have earned 
reputation second to none amongst those who are known as sailors. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: Coastal Battery. 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am remimbd also (»f tlie 
Coastal Battery. 1 liave been on board the sti'amer on sectoral occasions, 
and T have seen tlie kind of work that Bengalis ilo, and the ai)]>re(‘iat ion 
which they get from the Oa])tains. In these ciicumstanc(‘s, it secmis to us 
to be the height of injustice — 1 was going to say heiglit of folly— to biand 
us unnecessarily, unless there is any justification. If today we have a 
Bengali regiment, how useful it would bav beim for the did'enci* of our 
motherland. It is true that the British Brime Minister has jiointt'd out that 
the country is flooded wuth white soldiers. We need not have given these 
gentlemen any trouble to defend us if we were only given op])ortunity to 
defend ourselves. We know hoTv to defend our hearths and homes because 
we know every nook and cornm ot the country. 1, therefore, think that 
this is a very useful motion. If it is found that membeis ot tlu^ House 
are in favour of a projiosal like this, I feel that the time wdll very soon 
come when our dreams should be realised. 8ii’, I do not want to tak(‘ the 
time of the House. I expect every one is in sympathy with the motion 
and would like to see it implemented. We would forward a <’opy of the 
discussion of the House to the proper quarter. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that an address 
be presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, through the Hon’ble 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council, requesting His Excellency 
to move the Government of India to urge upon the proper authorities the 
vital importance of recruiting more cadets fro^ among the Bengalis, both 
for ordinary and emergency commis.sion, in the Indian Defence Forces. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 

Release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up iion-ofiBcial resolutions. 

^r. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may 1 enquire as to what has happened 
to the motion of which I gave notice that an address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor under section 112 of the rules of this House 
expressing the widespread dissatisfaction in- the country caused by the 
statement of the British Prime Minister? 

Mfi PRESIDENT: You will get a reply through the usual channel. 
Further discussion of the resolution of Mr. Amulya Dhone Roy which was 
moved on the 27t]i February, 1942, will now be proceeded with. The 
resolution is as follows: — 

“That this Coumdl is of opinion that the Government of Bengal do 
immediately take all possible steps to secure the release of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose now in detention in the Trinchinopoly Jail.“ it 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I do not wish to take much time of the 
House in supporting the resolution. This is a motion which I think has 
the suj)port of every* section of the House. No definite charges were 
substantiated against Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. Till such charges can be 
substantiated, 1 do not think that this House along with many others of 
our countrymen will accept the allegations that have been made against him, 
even though these allegations were made by a gentleman who occupies a 
responsible position in the Government of India. But we know that in very 
many cases such allegations are made without foundation. More often 
they are based on conjectures and evidence on which they are based will 
hardly stand scrutiny by a responsible judicial authority. 1 hope, there- 
fore, that the Government of Bengal will, at any rate, try to move the 
Government of India to place the evidence against Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose 
before a competent judicial authority who may even be appointed by the 
Government of India themselves. If the evidence be jilaced before 
the Chief Justice of India and if he gives an opinion, then I think that 
opinion W’ould probably receive greater respect from the public than 
allegations made by Government officials. Executive officers very often 
lack a judicial temperament, and that is an additional reason why these 
unsubstantiated charges should not be made use of in order to keep Mr. Bose 
under detention. 

With these few words, I whole-heartedly wish to associate myself with 
the resolution which has been moved in order to induce the Government of 
Bengal to do what they call in this matter. We know that Gieir powers 
in this regard are limited, but w^e hope that they will do what they can for 
the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 
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Tlw Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not thinlL 1 need detain 
tlie House very long in replying to this motion. The resolution cpntains a 
recommendation that the Government of Bengal should take all possible 
steps in order to secure the release of Mr. Sarat Ohandra Bose. I may tell 
the House that, we, the Council of Ministers, made representations to tbe 
Government of India for the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and 
we have taken all possible steps to secure his release. At the present'*' 
moment he is at a pla(‘ed called Mercara in Coorg. Honourable members 
are aware that only a few days ago the Hon’ble Home Member of the 
Government of India made an announcement in the (Vntral lj<'gi8lative 
Assembly that they were not going to release Mr. Bose at the present 
moment, nor to transfer him to Bengal as we had suggested. If Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose had been sent to Bengal he might have been sent to some 
sanatorium, for he has not been keeping good health. But the announce- 
ment made by the Home Member of the Government of India really puts 
a full stop to this, so far as the present circumstances are concerned. But 
we will not relax our etfort, and I can assure the House, and we confidently 
hope, that some time, possibly in the near future, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose 
will be released, and all that we can do is to make every attempt for his 
relief and to forward the proceedings of this House once again in the hope 
thjrt the recommendation contained in the address will be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, 1 do not desire to 
add much to what has been stated by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. But I 
find from a reference to the proceedings of this House that on a previous 
occasion some of the honourable members expressed the hope that myself 
and my honourable colleague, the Judicial Minister, and my other colleagues 
would leave no stone unturned to secure the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose. I also find that my esteemed and honourable friend Mr. Bose made 
certain reference to the steps that were taken by the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister, Mr. Banerjee and myself with regard to Mr. Sarat (/handra 
Bose. 

I think, Sir, a word or two are- called for from me on this matter. I 
can say without disclosing any secret that so far as 1 am concerned 1 have 
taken the fullest possible opportunity of representing to the very highest 
quarter the case for the releafn* of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. I take the 
liberty of stating that it is my belief that so far as the (Jovernment of 
Bengal are concerned they are altogether unaware of any grounds which 
might have actuated the arrest or detention of Mr. Bose. I do not know 
whether any one on behalf of the Governmetit of Bengal can contradict this 
statement. In going down to Trichinopoly to see how Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose was faring in the jail, I was actuated by the desire of trying to do my 
bit for one who I believe was entirely innocent and against whom I do not 
think the Government of Bengal have got any materials. Now, Sir, I have 
taken the steps that lay in my power. Similar steps have been taken by 
the Council of Ministers in making representations to the Government of 
India. Apart from the question of release of Mr. Bose, the overwhelming 



question that overshadows the minds of his countrymen today, those who 
feel for h^m and believe in his innocence, is the question of his health and 
the comlition under which he is detained. The recent announcement on the 
floor of the Central Legislature went to show that he was suffering long and 
continuously from some malady which from the symptoms which have been 
disclosed might be extremely difficult to tackle. I do not know, and I hope 
not, if the indications point to the worst. If they are so, I do hope that 
tha (ioverninent of India will take no further time in coming to a decision 
a5 to what condition he should be placed under, in view of his failing 
health. I have seen it stated in the reply which has been given by the 
Hon’ble the Home (Member that the medical gentleman who went all the 
way from Madras to examine Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was of opinion that 
so far as tJie evening rise of temperature is concerned, that is an ailment 
from whi(‘h about half the adult population of India suffer. 1 am not a 
medical experl. I make no claim to know or to judge the accuracy of this 
stat(‘ment. But if Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose’s ailment is such that half the 
adult population of this couniry also suffer from it, then it almost appears 
that nothing may he done io improve his condition. It has been urged on 
his behalf that whenever an opportunity presents itself be will be placed 
in a position of comfort, convenience and climate which will be more 
commensurate wilh the state of his heallh. T do hope and I do trust that 
the (lovernment of India who have always taken the view that they were 
not going to be cruel towards him will ordain things in such a way that he 
might be placed under far better conditions and would be restored to the 
fullest possession of heallh even if ii is de(*ided to keep him under 
detention for some time more. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, in view of what has fallen from the 
Ilon’ble the Chief Minister and the HoiCble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, I 
feel I have got notliing to add in commending my resolution to the accept- 
ance of the House. But I hope and trust that the Hon’ble Ministers will 
go on as before impressing on the (xovernment of India that Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose should be released and further they must see that Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose is properly treated and his health is well looked after. That 
is all that I have got to say. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that this Council 
is of opinion 'that the Government of Bengal do immediately take all 
possible steps to secure the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose now in 
detention in the Trichinopoly Central Jail. 

(The resolution was agreed to.) 

Dissemination of knowledge about nutritive value of proper diet. 

Mr. NUR AMMED: Sir, I beg to move that this Council is of opinion 
Aiat the necewssity of disseift mating in the province of Bengal on a larger 
scale knowledge about nutritive value of proper diet in the preservation of 
health on an organised basis be urged upon the Government of Bengal. 
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Sir, this is a very simple resolution. It concerns a matter which is of 
vital importance to a nation. The health of a nation is a very . important 
subject and no stone should be left unturned to improve the he^ih of a 
nation. Sir, the Beng'alis who were once reno^Tied for their physique are 
deterioVatinf? in health standard year after year. And for what? On 
account of the scourage of malaria, on account of the scourape of tuberculosis, 
and on account of other diseases which are taking heavy tolls every year. 
Medical opinion says that Bengal is suffering from many preventible 
diseases, but for want of protective food, for want of knowledge on pro]fer 
dietary and due to undernourishment we are getting poor liealth. Some 
years ago, as Lord Minto remarked the Bengali race was very strong in 
physique and that showed that they compared favourahly with the people 
of other provinces. But, alas, today we find that they have deteriorated 
very awfully in tlieir health. This question of i)roper diet can be considered 
from many aspects — from economic point of view, from pljysical point of 
view, from public health point of view and from inoinl point of view. Sir, 
this matter is so important and its importance is so patent that 1 need not 
dwell on this question at length. I should not take up the very valuable 
time of the House. My prayer is very simple. I am conscious of the fact 
that some propaganda is being carried on in this direction, but in my 
opinion it is sufficient to say that people die because tliey do not get proper 
food. The propaganda party show some (‘inenia shows. These attract 
villagers, and some lectures are delivered, but these villagers take these 
by way of tanuisha. They think they have come to see a They 

do not take it very seriously. My suggestions are that propaganda should 
be undertaken for the spread of knowdedge of i)roper diet on an organised 
basis. In other civilised countries like the United States, free kitchens 
are opened and there people are told about pnqxu’ di('t by actual jiractice. 
In France about 490 municipalities have opened free kitcdnuis for sui)])]ying 
proper food, and there the people can learn My suggestion is that this 
matter should be taken up by the HoiiTde Minister in all seriousness. In 
schools and colleges, students should be taught the ])roper value of diet 
and of the kind of diet they should take and they should be g-ivon j)ractical 
lessons. Sometimes they should be asked to take these scientific foods and 
when the propaganda parties go to villages they should ask the co-operation 
of the villagers, by pamphlets or by jiosters or by any other means. This 
knowledge should be propagated or should be brought to the notice of the 
villagers. It is not want of money for purchasing proper food; the things 
are there in Bengal — vegetables and fruits are here in plenty, but for want 
of knowledge the people do not take proper foods, and the result is dis- 
astrous. They are deteriorating in health, and they do not know how to 
protect themselves against disease and, therefore, fall victims to various 
diseases, which are due to deficiency in vitamins, such as scurvy, blindness, 
tuberculosis, but many other diseases also are due to not knowing what 
proper food to take and also to undernourishment. As far as I remember, 
it was once calculated that a man in Bengal cttuld live on a proper diet it 
only two annas a day. Sir, although the income of a Bengali is very 
small, yet I think that a Bengali generally spends two annas a day upon 
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his food, but this amount is not properly spent. As the matter is very 
urgent ai|d important, I think I can expect the support of this House for 
my resolution. Therefore, I do not want to take much time of the House. 
With these few words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the ,House. 

Mfi PRESIDENT! Resolution moved: that this Council is of opinion 
that the necessity of disseminating in the Province of Bengal on a larger 
scale the knowledge about the nutritive value of a proper diet for the pre- 
servation of health on an organised basis be urged upon the Government of 
Bengal. 

I 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur; 

Sir, may J rise on a point of information? Nowadays we are not receiving 
the Order Paper of the daj" and other papers in time. As a matter of fact, 
I received the pa])ers for yesterday\s business on my return hbme from the 
chamber. This has been experienced also by other honourable members 
since the beginning of this Session. It is essential that members should 
get their papers in time; otherwise, they cannot follow the debates. In 
fact, nothing can be done. I have brought with me envelopes which show 
that the list of business despatched on the 15th reached me as late as the 
17th. . - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the contention of the honourable member that 
these papers have been delayed owning to the negligence on the part of my 
office or on fhe part of the Postal Department? 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

I do not know’. Sir. But my request is that you should please make arrange- 
ments so that we can get these papers in time — wdiether it be by messengers 
or by post. 

Mr. AMULYA DHONE ROY: With all humality, Sir, I may submit that 
this is a general grievance this Session. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MUKHERJEE: In my case, Sir, I find that the 
agenda which was posted at 10 a.m. on a particular date, was received at 
10 a.m. at the Entally Post Office on the day folloTving. I would, therefore, 
suggest, Sir, that the Sercetaiy may see that the papers for any sitting be 
despatched by post by 5 o’clock on the previous day. This will enable us 
to obtain delivery of these papers by 10 o’clock next day before we go out 
on our day’s work. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I am very sorry that honourable members have been 
inconvenienced by receiving the Order Papers etc. very late. I quite 
agree that if Order papers cannot be had in proper time, transaction of busi- 
neai in the House becomes difficult. So far as the Postal Department is 
concerned, the Provincial Government is helpless. Therefore, the other 
^ idternative is to have twt) br three extra cycle peons. This will certainly 
"‘mean additional menial staff as also some additional cost, and I would 
request the Leader of the House to ask his colleague, the Hon’ble Finance 
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MinistBi if that cannot be done for this Session. It will mean economy also, 
for postal charges are also heavy nowadays. Therefore, for the few^,.days of 
the present Session, I suggest that two or three additional cycle peons may 
be placed at the disposal of my office so that honourable members may get 
their papers in time. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: If the Hon’ble 
President so desires, some peons of my office may be employed to circulate 
notices to the members. That is the only possible way in which I can help 
the Council Department at present. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We are very short of peons and if we can get some 
extra men either from the Hon’ble Leader of the House’s office or from any 
other departments, the work can be carried on smoothly for the present 
and permanent arrangement can be made later on. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I can also arrange for 
the distribution of the notices by the Central Despatch Office, if that be 
convenient. 

'MVi PRESIDENT: So far as the Central Despatch Office is concerned, 
we approached them but they refused to take up the work — they even did 
not accept the covers. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: All right, I shall move 
the Finance Department to arrange for some peons. But this Session will 
be very short and the next sitting is on the 24th; so I do not think tliere wdll 
be any diffifficulty of distributing notices wdthin the intervening period. 
From the next Session, some arrangement may be made, and I shall move 
the Finance Department for this. 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Pre.sident, Sir, the 
question that has been raised in this resolution by my friend is an important 
one. He wants the Governnjcnt to take steps for dissemination on a larger 
scale of knowledge about nutritive value of proper diet in the preservation 
of health on an organised basis. 

Now, Sir, I might inform the House that the Government have not been 
idle in this matter. A dietary and nutritive survey has already been under- 
taken by the Public Health Department for a period covering four years 
with effect from November, 1937. The staff consists of one Assistant 
Surgeon, three Sub- Assistant Surgeons (including one lady doctor), one 
•clerk and four peons. The survey has been extended up to the end of the 
current financial year, i.e., 1942-43. The survey has been undertakes^ at 
the instance of the Indian Research Fund Association. In pursuance of a 
resolution passed at the first meeting of the Centfal Advisory Board of Healtb 
on this subjject, a circular letter was issued to all authorities concerned in 
this province askiilf for their co-operation in every possible way with the 
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nutrition and dietary surveys in all the districts selected for the purpose. 
They ard now engaged on statistical analysis of the data thus collected. It 
is essential that there should first be a survey before such propaganda on an 
organised scale can be of any value. It is probably known to my rfriends 
here that the Government of India have also undertaken an examination of 
the dietary value of the foodstuffs which are generally used by the people 
of this country including vegetables and other articles of food. All those 
data when available will form a very good material for propaganda purpose 
as visualised in the resolution before the House. 

A Nutrition 8ub-Comimttee of the Sanitary Board has been constituted 
with a view to co-ordinate the aclivities of all agencies in the Province in 
regard to nutrition. Propaganda is already being conducted by the Publi- 
city Department of the Government of Bengal in regard to articles of food, 
etc., utilising all available materials about the nutritive value of Indian 
food and the planning of satisfactory diets. The Department of Public 
Health has also under consideration a scheme for Public Health Education 
and Propaganda to be placed under the control of the Director of Public 
Health, as distinct from the Publicity staff under the Publicity Department 
of the Home Department. If this scheme is finally approved by Govern- 
ment, it will be possible to undertake propaganda on a larger and, more 
organised scale on the basis of the finding of the Nutrition and Dietary 
Survey that has been undertaken now. In the meantime, Government will 
not be idle and they have been taking steps to carry on propaganda as 
visualised in the resolution before ihe House. 

Mfi NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 have nothing further to add. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is : that this Council 
is of opinion that the necessity of disseminating in the Province of Bengal 
on a larger scale knowledge about nutritive value of proper diet in the 
preservation of health on an organised basis be urged upon the Government 
of Bengal. 

(The resolution was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on 
Thursday, the 24th September, 1942. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 24th 
September, 1942. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 18th 
Septenfber, 1942; — 

(1) Rai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(2) Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

(3) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(4) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(5) Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

(6) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Muliammad Esmail. 

(8) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(9) Mr. Kanai Lai Goswami. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(11) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(12) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

•(iS) Mr. J. Mc.FarJane. 

(14) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(15) Mr. R. Pal Cliowdhury. 

(16) m. K. S. Ray. 

(17) Mr. K. C. Roy Cliowdhury. 

(18) Rai Sahib J. M. Sen. 


B. G. Pre88-1942-45-6978A-^50. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 

, 


Sfcond Sattion, 1942— No. 4. 


The Council met in the licgislative Chamber of the lie^nslative Build- 
ing, Calijutta, on Thursday, the 24th September, 1942, at 2-1''^ p.m., being 
the fourth day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to section (i2 (2) {a) 
of the Oovernment of India Act, 19»‘15. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Amdul Hamid ('iiownuruY) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: May I request that 
the first four questions standing in the name of the Ifon’ble the Nawab 
Bahadur of Dacca do stand over for the present as he is unavoidably absent P 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May 1 know when the 
ciuestions are likely to be answered ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 can myself answer 
these questions, but T shall not be able to answer the supplementary ques- 
tions. These questions may, therefore, stand over till Monday. 

False personations at elections. 

14. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and I iocal Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that the ofi'ence of false ])ersonation at the polling of 
elections held for the local bodies has increased in Bengal; 

(h) what stei)s the Government of Bengal have taken or i)ropose to take 
to prevent false ]>ersonation and other corrupt practices at the 
elections to the local bodies; if not, why not; 

(r) whether the Government propose to make the false personation a 
cognisable offence in Bengal by suitable legislation ; if not, 
why not; 

(d) whether the Government are aware that in Madras, the United 

Provinces, Bombay and the Punjab Acts have already been passed 
to make false personation a cognisable offence ; and 

(e) if so, whether the Government propose to pass a similar Act in 

Bengal; if not, why notP 


14 
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MMISTER in charge ef the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): 

(a) (foveriiiiient hiive lu) information. 

(6), (c) and (e) Government propose to consider the whole question with 
reference to the existinp^ law relating to (corrupt practices. 

(<l) There are such Acts in Bombay and the Punjab but I am not aware 
of the existence of any such Act in Madras and the United Provinces. 

Hr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to make a 
statement about false personations after ascertaining from the district 
officials ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: When specific cases 
are brought to tlie notice of the Government, enquiries will be made. 

Rural Medical relief scheme. 

15. Ml*. NUR AHMEU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
if his attention has been drawn to a scheme for Rural Medical relief and 
Public Health in Bengal prepared by the Rural Public Health Reorganisation 
Sub-Committee of the Indian Medical Association, Bengal Branch? 

(6) If so, have the Government of Bengal considered the said scheme in 
detail ? 

(c) Have the Government of Bengal arrived at any decision regarding 
the full or partial introduction in Bengal of the said scheme or of a similar 
scheme? If not, why not? 

(d) Have the Government of Bengal decided to intrmluce partially the 
said scheme? If so, which part of the said scheme would be introduced and 
in what district or districts? 

(e) Will it l)e introduced in the district of Chittagong? If not, why not? 

Th. Non^bt. Mr. bANtOSH KUMAR BA»U: (») Yes. 

(6) It is still under consideration. 

(c) to (e) Government have, under their serious consideration, for some 
time past, a comprehensive scheme of reorganisation of rural public health 
services of the Province, as drawn up by the Director of Public Health, 
Bengal. It has been proposed to introduce this scheme in the first instance 
in T selected subdivisions where the District Boards will be willing to accept 
and co-operate in the scheme. It has not yet been possible to give effect to 
this proposal mainly because the local bodies con(‘enied could not come to 
an agreement on the ciuestion of control (^f staff and allocation of ffnaneial 
liability. 

The district of Chittagong could not l>e included in the partial scheme as 
no communication was received from the District Board. 

In view of the present emergency Government are also considering 
whether such a comprehensive scheme of far-reaching character and consider- 
able financial implications should not be postponed for better times. 
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ICIiail Bahadur ATAUR RAHAMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state since when this scheme of Hnrtil Medical Relief and !^^blic 
Health has been under consideration J' 

Th4 Hon’hle Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The sclieme has been 
under consideration ever since the Indian Medi(*al Associatit>n submitted 
•the fiame for the consideration of the Oovernment. 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Minister give us the 
date when the Medital Association submitted the schemed 

TheHon’hle Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: r cannot give the exact 
date. I shall have to hunt up the papers. 


Deaths from Malaria. 

18. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Oovernment Department be pleased to 
state what was the death rate from malaria in H)4(> in Bengal? 

(h) Is it a fact that the death rate from malaria and the rate of infant 
mortality increased in 1940 in Bengal? 

\c) Is it a fact that the cases of malaria are rapidly increasing in number 
in Chittagong? If so, what Mte])8 have the Government taken to check the 
same? 

(d) Is it a fa(;t that the death rate amongst the Moslems in Bengal was 
highest in 1940? If so, what sj>ecial steps have been taken by the Govern- 
ment to reduce the death rate amongst them? 

(e) Is it a fact that malaria has broken out in Chittagong in epidemic 
form this year (in 1942) ? If so, what measures have been taken and are 
being taken to check further spread of malaria there? 

The Hon’hio Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) 14 per 1,000 of popula- 
tion. 

(6) No. 

(r) The figures of malaria cases treated in hospitals and diHj)en8arie8 
show a gradual increase. Tnberal (|uinine grants are l>eing made by Govern- 
ment. 

As many as 11 anti-malaria schemes of the District Board were approved 
by the technical advisers of Government and the Board was advised to 
approach Government through the proper channel for necessary samdion and 
allocation of funds. 

According to the revised policy of Government a (jontribution equivalent 
to two-thirds of the cost is payable by Government and the remaining one- 
third by the District Board. The District Board appears to have taken no 
further action in the matter. 

(^) Yes, but it was lower than the average of the past 10 years. It may 
be mentioned that birth rate always bears a definite relation to infant 
mortality and high birth rate is bound to reflect on the death rate and show 
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an increase in the number of deaths. Birth rate was the higrhest in the 
Chittagong district in the year 1940. However, the growth of population 
in that community is on the upward trend in that district. 

In addition to the normal grants mentioned above, special grants for 
quinine have l)een made this year. 

(e) There was no epidemic, but the hospital and dispensar>' fi^fures foi. 
malaria cases slioweil an increase in the month of May, 1942, on account of 
the fact thai a large number of evacuees suffering from malaria arrived in 
Chittagong from Burma and Malaya. A statement of the measures taken 
to check further spread of malaria in the Chittagong district is laird on the 
Table. 

Statement referred to in rejd^ to question ^o, 16, showing the normal quinine 
grant allotted to the district of Chittagong and the special help rendered 
to the district from the beginning of the year 1942-43 up to date for 
coping with malaria in the district. 

Normal quinink grant ncRTNCi 1942 - 43 . 

District Board of Chittagong for free distribution of 
(juinine among hospitals and dispensaries aided and 
maintained by the District Board 
District Board of Chittagong for free distribution 
of quinine through agencies other than hospitals 
and dispensaries 

Civil Surgeon of Chittagong for free distribution of 
i|uiuiue among hospitals and disiiensaries not 
aided or maintained by the District Board 
District Magistrate of Chittagong ior free distribu- 
tion of (|uinine through popular agencies 

Total 


Special help. 

Special help to the different local hodie-^ in the 
district of Chittagong — 

Quinine sulphate powder 
Quinine sulphate tablets 
Cinchona febrifuge powder 
Cinchona febrifuge tablets 
Quinine bihydrochloride anqioules — 1,000. 

Besides the above, during the period from the beginning of March, 
1942, up to Slst May, 1942, 30 temporary epidemic doctors, 7 compounders 
and 20 medicine carriers deputed by this department carried out anti-cholera 


Rs. 


8,000 


10,000 


950 

1,500 


20,450 


lbs. 

1 

31 

10 

31 
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and anti-epidemic measures including malaria among the Burma evacuees 
and local evacuees in the district of Chittagong. Th’ce depinimental assist- 
ant epidemiologists were also sent for this purpose* Thirteen doctors, 5 com- 
pounders and 13 medicine carriers are still working in the Chittagong district 
and will continue to do so until their services are no longer required. The 
District Board of Chittagong has also keen given a grant of lCs.‘.3,(Kk) for 
medicines. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Arising out of (r/), will the 
Hon’ble Minister please state if the supply of quinine is suHicient and is 
available in sufficient (luantities in the market and if (loverninent arc 
making special grants of quinine to district boards and if in sjiite of all 
this there is an acute shortage of quinine in Ihe markel leading to deaths 
in many cases because of want of quinine, whal measures havi* Ihe (Govern- 
ment already laken or ])ropose to lake to remedy this most painful state of 
affairs? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as the stale of 
affairs is concerned, that is very largely true; hut as regards the measures 
whi(*h Government intend to take to tackle this state of affairs, they are 
very actively considering the matter. 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the lioirble Minister be 
pleased to state for the behalf of the publi<*, for the assurance of the public, 
that the measures that the Government ai*e going to take will be taken 
speedily, because this is now the malaria season and I know from personal 
experience how virulent the malaria season is in my district and for the 
matter of that in almost all districts at this time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I am afraid J can- 
not take the responsibility of answering tlie question as to the measures 
which are going to he taken by Government by way of a rtqdy to a supple- 
mentary question. If the honourable member wants a repl\ to this (juestion, 
then he must put down a proper substantive question. 

ChittagjOfig Miinioi|Mlity. 

17. Khun Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
HonGde Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the reasons for superseding the Chittagong Municipality; 

(б) whether it was superseded on the ground of heavy arrears in the 

collection of Municipal tax; 

(c) if the reply to part (b) is in the affirmative, whether there are several 

other Municipalities in Bengal which are more heavily in arrears 

and yet no steps have been taken to supersede them; and 

(d) whether the Chittagong Municipality is the only Municipality in 

which primaiy education has been made free and compulsor>^? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMIAR BA8U: (a) and (b) The question 
of supersessit.n of the Commissioners of this Municipality on account of 
various iiiegularities, especially relating to its financial tulministration, had 
in fact l)een raised hy the local officers in December last. The state o^. affairs 
of the Municipality then appeared to (xovernment to he very serious; but 
before coming to a final decision, (loverninent asked the local officers to 
obtain and submit the explanation of the Municipal Commissioners on the 
various charges of maladministration brought against them. 

Jn the meantime the situation at Chitlagong l)ecame very grave due to 
the course r.f the war in Burma. The Municipality was in a jierilous, financial 
conditi;;n and was practically bankrupt and efen unable to pay its staff. 
After a very caieful c(msideration oi the views of the local officers and the 
explanation submitted by the Chairman, Government were satisfied that the 
condition of the Municij)alit y was such that it w’ould be unable to maintain 
its vital s(‘rvi<es in the event of a hostile attack. Government, therefore, 
had no other alleinative than to agree to the sui>ersession of the Municipal 
(^unmissioners for a period of one year, under rule 51 F (6) of the Defence 
of India Rules, on this ground. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes. ‘ 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AINS I find, Sir, that 
no answer has been given to paid (c) of this question, viz., whether there are 
several other municipalities in Bengal which are more heavily in arrears 
and yet no stej)s have been taken to supersede them. Will the TTon’ble 
Minister kindly answer this part of the question? 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not think that there 
are any such municipalities. If there are such municipalities, such oases 
for supersession are sent up by the local officers to the Government and the 
Government deal with them on their own merits. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: But will the 
Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state wdiether there are other municipalities 
which are more heavily in arrears than the Chittagong Municipality? 

The Hon’blo Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: No enquiry to that 
is possible. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: Is this iufor- 
maiion not available in the Annual Administration Reports on District 
Boards and Municipalities wdiich show the financial position of every 
iminicipality ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: If it were merely a 
question of financial eiubarrassment, (Government would not possibly have 
taken the step they ditl; but financial embarrassment in this case was of 
such a character and resulted in such a high degree of maladministration 
that Government were bound to take the step. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The Hon’ble Minister in his 
answer to {a) and {h) says that “the state of affairs of the municipality 
appeared to Government to be very serious; but bitore comiiiff to a final 
.decision, Government asked the local ofht ers to obtain and submit the 
explanation” and so on, and he also mentioned about the situation created 
by the war in Burma. May I know if the supersession was due to war 
condition or because of mal-administration ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It is mentioned in the 
reply that “the state of affairs of the nninii;i])ality then appear*'d to Govern- 
ment to Tbe very serious” — that definitely states that there was mal-adminis- 
tration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: AVill the Jloiride Minister 
kindly give us an idea as to tlie different heads of mal-administration y 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, with the permission 
of the Chair J will answer this question in as (*omj)rehensive a form as I 
can : — 

The ((uestion of supersession of the Chittagong Muni(ii>alily was raised 
by the Divisional Commissioner in his letter, dated tin* 4th December, 1941, 
in which he pointed out that it would be necessary to Huperse<le the Muni- 
cipal Commissioners very soon if they refused to tak(‘ steps to rt‘store the 
municipal finances. 

Un the 19th December, 1941, the Divisional Commissioner again wrote 
to Government pointing out various defects in the municipal administration 
which required rectification and suggested that for this purpose supersession 
for at least two years would be necessary. 

On the 29th December, 1941, the Divisional Commissioner was informed 
that (jovernment considered that the Munici])al (^>mmissioners should be 
given an opportunity of submitting their explanation and lie was requested 
to frame definite charges and to forward these to Government with the 
Municipal Commissioners’ explanation. 

On the 2Gth February, 1942, the Divisional Commissioner called for the 
explanation of the municipality on the following eleven charges by the 16th 
March, 1942: — 

(1) That for the last three years there has been habitual incurring of 
expenditure in great excess of income. 

(21 That in consequence the municipality is practically bankrupt, and 
is unable to pay its staff without improper aiipropriation of 
funds earmarked for special purposes. 

(3) That the municipal budgets have never* been properly framed, but 
framed in such a way as to conceal in whole or in part, the real 
state of municipal finances. 
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(4) That section 112 of the Act is never complied with, inasmuch as 
a complete and ac^curate accounts of actual expected receipts and 
expenditure are never prepared or lodged in the office under 
section 113. 

(0) That for the last three years, rule 26 of the Account Rules has been 
systematically ignored, inasmuch as the Commissioners have not 
as(iertained and provided for all existing liabilities which cannot 
be liquidated before the commencement of the year. 

(6) That in consequence, the Commissioners have incurred a steadily 

increasing liability which they cannot jwssibly mee^ within 
a reasonable time. This sum amounts to over a lakh of rupees 
at present. 

(7) That the C-ommissioners have by a rec^ent resolution voted increased 

taxation which may fetch an additional Rs. 30,000 in the year 
1942-43, but this additional sum will not prevent the occurrence 
of a huge deficit at the end of Ihe year 1942-43. Nor is it 
possible by savings in expenditure to avoid such a huge deficit. 

(8) The misajiplicatioii of special funds is still going on. In particular 

(1) several thousand rupees of the special advance of Rs. 63,000 
granted by (l^overnment for the emergency water-supply scheme 
have been applied to other purposes, including the pay of muni- 
cipal sweepers; and (2) several thousand rupees have been re- 
credited to the Municipal Fund during the current year, from 
the Provident Fund, of municipal employees, without proper 
sanction, instead of insisting on them as reciuired by rule. 

(9) During the current year, section 1 14 of the Municipal Act has 

been contravened, as the revised budget which should have been 
framed soon after 1st October, is not yet ready. Section 112 has 
also been contravened as the budget for 1942-43 which should 
have been framed before the end of January, has not been 
prepared even by the end of February. 

(10) That in spite of habitually increasing expenditure greatly in excess 

of receipts over a period of years, the needs of the rate-payers 
particularly as regards roads, water-supply and drainage have 
not been properly met. 

(11) That there is no reasonable prospect of any substantial impix)vement 

in municipal finances under the present management, and that 
the only possible method of restoring municipal finances is super- 
session. 

The Municipal Commissioners’ explanation was not received by the 
Divisional Commissioner up to the 24th March, 1942, when he referred the 
matter to Government with his recommendation for supersession. 

On the 17th March, 1942, the Chairman forwarded to Government an 
advance copy of an explanation drafted by him (which had not then been 
approved by the Municipiil Commissioners at a meeting) in which an attempt 
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wag made to flatly deny all the charges. In his letter of the 30th Marche 
1942, the Divisional Commissioner stated that the charges were true and 
the municipality could not function any longer. 

Thef charges and the explanation of the Chairman were examined by this 
department as far a.s possible on the basis of the materials then available. 
After due consideration Government came to the eonclnsion that the financial 
condition of the municipality was very unsiitisfactory and (liat it would 
worsen and was not likely to improve. Government, therefore, held that 
the municipality would be unable to maintain its vital services in the event 
of hostib? attack and they directed the District Magistrate to lUpersede the- 
municipality on this ground for one year under rule olF(6') of the Defence 
of India Rules. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please read also tlie explanation submitted by the Chairman P AVe have 
so far got from the Hon’ble Minister only one side of the case. Lei us hear 
the other .side also. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Let me see whether i 
have got the explanation with me. Yes, 1 have got it. 1 find that this is a 
voluminous document and I am afraid if I read it T shall not be able to 
finish it within the (luestion time. So, I would suggest that, if the 
honourable member agrees, these papers might be placed on the Library 
Table tomorrow. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That means we are being denied 
the privilege of hearing the other side of the version. The Hon’ble Minister 
has made charges against the (’hairman 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Next question No. 18. 

Cantributiofi to War Fund. 

18. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MlUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department l)e pleased to stat<‘— 

(a) whether the Government are aware that tlie Settlement Gflicer of 
Faridpur compelled ]>eople attending the Revenue Courts at the 
time of Khaiia|)oon, Bigharat aud Attestation to contribute to the 
War Fund at a flxed rate per khatian and per dispute; 

(/>) whether the bona fi(h disputes of many poor people were not enter- 
tained owing to their failure to pay the .subscription ; 

{(') whether the Settlement Officer did not issue orders on all Revenue 
Ofti(‘ers to collect subsciiptions at the rates flxed by him; and 

{d) whether he did not definitely demand a certain amount from each 
Circle Officer as War subscription? 
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MINISTER in charge of the REl^NUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a) and (c) comimlsion was exercised 
and no rate of subscription was fixed by tbe Settlement Officer. He simply 
issued an appeal to bis staff and tbe public to make voluntary donations to 
tbe War Fund. 

(^) and {(t) No. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Will tbe Hon’ble 
Minister please state wbetber be bas verified tbe correctness of tbe reply, 
i.e., whether the subscriptions were paid under (ximpulsion or voluntarily? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable 

friend knows perfectly well that all these answers are f^iven not from the 
personal knowledge of any Minister concerned but from official reports. 


Areas of land that have gone out of cultivation. 

19. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will tbe 
Hon’ble Minister in cbarge of tbe Bevenue Department be pleased to state — 

I u 

(a) w'bether a comiuebensive plot-to-plot enquii'y was made by tbe 
Settlement Officer of Mymensingh in 1940-41 in tbe Asbtagram 
thaiia for finding out wbat area of land bad gone out of cultiva- 
tion since the last District Settlement oi)erations ; 

{b) whether as a iH'sult of such eucjuiry al>oiii 14,000 acres of land were 
found to have gone out of cultivation since the last Distiict 
Settlement; and 

(c) w’hai steps, if any, the Government have taken to reclaim that area 
and similar areas in other thanas of the Bhati areas in the 
Kishoregauj subdivision of the Mymensingb district? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, approximately. 

(c) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state wheu^was the report received? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 have not got tbe 

date. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: When is tbe 
Government likely to take decision in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As soon as 
possible. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PREMOEIIT; Mr. Santosh Kumar llaau is 

to read a statement regardinj? action taken by Cfovernment on a resolution. 

Tha^Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASH: Sir, 1 have not got it 

just at the present inoinent. 

Th. Hon'bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, may I give 
notice that at the ensuing session of the Bengal Legislative Oouncil I shall 
move by way of am end me nt that the following non-ofh(‘ial Bills which are 
proposed to be referred to Select (Vmimittee be re-circulated Ln* eliciting 
further opinion thereon by the ‘list March, 194'‘1 : — 

(1) Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1940, by Mr. Kur 

Ahmed, 

(2) Bengal I^and Alienation Bill, 1940, by Khan Bahadur Siiiyed 

M uazza in udd i ii H ossa in . 

(d) Bengal Emergency Bent Bemission Bill, 1941, l>y Klian Bahadur 

Saiyed Muazziimuddin Hossain, 

(4) Court Fees (Bengali Amendment) Bill, 1941, by Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

and 

(5) Agriculturists IsKins (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940, hy Mr. Nur 

Ahmed. 

Laying of the Appropriation Acoounts for 1940-41 and Audit Report for 1942. 

The Hon’hle Dr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, in February last wbeii 1 placed before the House the Finance 
Accounts of the Bengal (jovernment for 1940-41, I explained that the Appro- 
priation Accounts for 1940-41 which form part of the u(*.c()unts of the province 
had not been received from tlie Auditor-deneral. The Andilor-Heneral had 
intimated that the report of the Auditor of Home Accounts relating to the 
provincial transaction in the Fnited Kingdom which is embodied in the 
Appropriation Accounts had not been received at that time due to the 
exigencies of the war. Tlie Appropriation Accounts for 1940-41 and Audit 
Beport for 1942 have now been received from the Auditor-General and 1 
beg to lay them before the House, as required under section 169 of the 
Government of India Act. 19do. 


Point of Information regarding Public Accounts Committee of the Council. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Sir, before you take up item No. Ill on 
today’s Order Paper, may I enquire through you a.s to what is the position 
with regard to these Appropriation Acoounts? This question was raised 
once or twice before. Should not these accounts and the Auditor-General’s 
Report be examined hy a C’ommittee of this Hofi.se ? As far as I remember, 
the matter did not progress very much further. May I enquire what is. the 
position at the present moment? 
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Mr# DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What are ydu referring? 4o ? * 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Bo we get these Reports and go home, or do 
we have anything to do with these Accounts and Report? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: A very pertinent question has been raised 
by Mr. Humayun Kabir. The only difficulty is that the Public Accounts 
Committee of the Upper House has not yet functioned. In this connection 
I would call upon the Hon’ble Finance Minister to state what he has got to 
say in the matter. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
rises, may T again through you, Sir, remind the House that before the present 
h’inance Minister took charge of his department this question was once raised 
on the floor of this House and the then Finance Minister gave some sort of 
assurance that a Public Accounts Committee of the Council would be duly 
constituted, — if I remember aright. After that probably no progress has 
been made ! 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That assumnce does not hold 
good now ! 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. Is it 
not a fact that a Public Accounts Committee of this House was formed 
but that that (kunmittee was not called to look into these Appropriation 
Accounts, and that no sitting of that Committee ever took place? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As far us I remember, the Hon’ble 
President constituted a Public Accounts Committee for this House by 
nominating certain members of this House but that Committee has never yet 
been chilled to meet nor has it been allowed to function. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, the House will 
recxdlect that this (juestioii was raised during the budget debate in February 
last when I gave an assurance on behalf of the Government of Bengal that 
we would look into the matter at the earliest possible opportunity. The 
position with regard to the Public Accounts Committee of the Council 
stands somewhat like this: It is really a matter between the Lower House 
and the Upper House as to what the position of the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee will be — whether any representative of the Upper House can sit on 
tlie Public Accounts Committee of the Lower House or not. Government 
have suggested that this matter should be discussed at a small Conference 
which should he attended by the Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the 
Speaker, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and myself. Then a letter was 
written by the Hon’ble Chief Minister to the President of the Council, 
suggesting that as it is. a -rfiatter of privilege concerning both Houses, 
perhaps we might wait till a Speaker was elected. Only three day.s ago a 
reply from the Hon’ble President was received in which he has expressed 
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his agreement with the Chief "Minister’s suggestion. I have got his original 
letter here before me. So T can give an assurance on behalf of the Govern- 
ment that they will take up the matter as soon as possible, and I have every 
hope tj^at some arrangement which will be in keeping with the dignity of 
both the Houses will be arrived at and will be acceptable to the Legislative 
Council. 


The Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

The Non’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM All KHAN: I beg to move 
that the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1942, as 
.settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1942, as settled in the Council, l>e 
passed . 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, in supporting this motion 1 have only a 
few enquiries to make from the Hon’ble Minister. It is well-known that this 
Act* v^as put on the Statute B(M)k as u result oi very strong demand from 
<ertaiii (piarters and after Government had reidised that without some such 
measures the economic life of the ruml areas could not be rehabilitated. Al 
that time, it was suggested that the life of the Act should be five years. 
That period, Sir, is drawing to an end and the pre.sent Bill pixqmses to extend 
the life of the Act by a further two years. The (piestioii which I want to 
ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge is: what is the intention of Govern- 
ment in extending the Bill only by two years. Is it the idea of tin* 
Government that the problem of rural indebtedness will have l>een solved in 
the course of another two yeiirs y If this Bill has to serve any useful purpose — 
and I know veiy few members will deny that it has .saved the jural are^is of 
the jirovince and also the agriculturists — why sliould not a conijindiensive 
Bill be introduced and put on the Statute B<H)k permanently inste-ad ol 
extending the existing laws iiieceincal from time to time and tinkering with 
the problem in this inattei ^ Along with this, I would <lra\\ tin* attention 
ot the Hon'ble Mini.ster in chaige to the necessitv of ]»roviding facilities for 
more exten.sive rural credit. That pndilem does mit come dir(*ctly within 
the scope of this Bill, for it deals with the jirobleni of indebtedness and not 
with the problem of the supply of rural credit to the agriculturists. But if 
one side ol the question has to be tackled, the otlier side also should be 
simultaneously taken up. The result otherwi.se would be that in .some cases 
the rural credit would be dried up. In fact, creditms liave sometimes felt 
that the debtors have all the advantages. So unless some such measures 
are passed, there will be economic ruin in the rural areas of the province. 
Sir, in supporting the Bill I would, therefore, at the same time urge upon 
the Government the necessity of envisaging fhe whole question of rural 
credit and rural indebtedness in one comprehensive Bill and put it per- 
manently on the Statute Book. 
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The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, the 
Bengal Agrimlfiiral Debtors Bill was first introdiued with the main object 
of reducing? the heavy debts of the aprricultural population. But as the 
Governinent thoiif?:lit and also the public thought that it would be a. drastic 
measure causinj^ some hardship to the creditors of Bengal, in order to 
avoi<l any such hardship Government thought it proper to extend the life of 
the Bill from time to time instead of putting smdi a dmstic measure for an 
indefinite period on the Statute Book. The life of the Act was first decided 
upon as five years in the hope that within this period all the debtors would 
be able to come up before the Debt Settlement Boards and thiit their debts 
will be settled by this time. But in actual practice we have found that the 
agriculturists of Bengal, illiterate and ignorant as they are, have not 
appreciated and understood the implications of the Act, with the result that 
a large numl)er of debtors did not come before the Boards for settlement of 
their debts. We have issued circular after circuhu* and appointed special 
officers for this purpose; but somehow or other they did not come. So the 
life of this measure is being extended by two years in the hope that 
during this period the debts of the rural cultivators will be settled. In 
order to avoid further hardships to the cultivators, we have fixed the period 
as two years and I hope that within the course of this time Government will 
be in a position to know what debts will still remain unpaid or unsettled. 
So 1 think that this time will be sufficient and it should not be extended 
beyond that. If in the meantime there are cultivators who would not come 
before the Boards to settle their debts, let them suffer. Because Govern- 
ment cannot go on exlending the time for ever. 

As for rural credit. Of (^our.se this Bill does not deal with that. Its 
sole object and aim is to scale down the debts of the cultivators and not to 
find out ways and metins for distributing relief to the rural people. For that 
perhaps a different Bill will be necessary. 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 1 rise to 
support the Third Reading of the Bill. In doing so, I have to make one or 
two observations. Sir, I find that the life of the Act has beeii extended by 
two more years. As has been stated by the Hon’ble Minister himself, the 
ignorant cultivators do not come up as readily as they ought to for settle- 
ment of their debts. 1 do think that 7 or 10 years even will not be 
sufficient for them to come to the Boards for settlement of their debts. These 
ignorant cultivators will not come before the Boards unless they are forced. 
They are hoodwinked by the nuthajavs in various ways. These peojde are 
being told by the wahajans that they need only pay a few rupees now in 
order to kee]) the documents alive, so that they may not get time-barred, in 
the hope that later on wlien these Boards are abolished, the mahnjans will be 
able to go to the civil courts direct for the realisation of their debts. In 
this way, Sir, these ignorant cultivators are being deceived. I think. Sir, 
two years’ time will not be sufficient. As a matter of fact, my idea was to get 
the debts compulsorily settled just as in the case of the debts of estates under 
the Court of Wards. There are some such provisions in the (\nirt of Wards 
Act by which the creditors are given notice to come up for settlement of 
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their flues within a certain time after which no claim would be entertained 
even by any Civil Court. I doubt. Sir, whether within this short time the 
Debt Settlement Boards will be able to settle all -lehts. In fact, even 10 i)ei 
cent, flebts have not been settled within these o years. However, Sir, 
somthing is better than nothing and I support the final passage of this Bill; 
but at the same time I request the Hon’ble Minister to consider whether they 
cannot extend the Act by h years 'thereby giving sufficient opportunity to the- 
cultivators for having tlieir debts settled by the Boards. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I wish support the- 
passing of the Bill. With regard to the suggestion that the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act should be placed on the Statute Book on a per- 
manent basis, I think, Sir, it is a very important point reciuiring careful 
consideration. The object of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act was 
to settle existing debts. It is to be noted that debts were incurred at 
exorbitant rates of interest and on very di.sadvantageous terms. The object 
of the Act was to tackle the existing evil, to settle and scale down these- 
debts and to reduce the rates sd interest and provide easy instalments. 
Once that is done, the same .situation will not arise again. The Bengal 
Money-lenders Act, which is permanently on the Statute Book, will take its 
place** and control money-lending. After the existing debts are settled, uj 
new situation will arise, that is, the public supply of agricultural credit. 
This problem would be solved by the proposed scheme of rehabilitation of 
our Co-operative Societies. There are the JiUnd Mortgage Banks which 
are now functioning. These will supply and control the agricul- 
tural credit. So, by the modification and extension of the scope- 
of the Land Mortgage Banks and Co-operative Societies, the 
resulting void will be filled up to a great extent. If, however, 
it is found by experience that the debtors have not come in large 
numbers, the question of further extension of the life of the Act may come 
in. That is a matter which will depend upon experience. It is not easy 
for the debtors to go to the Debt Settlement Boards to get relief. In these 
circumstances, we should wait to .see how the Act would function and what 
percentage of debtors come and get relief. With the.se words, I support tin- 
motion. 

Ttie Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, I do^ 
not think anything further need be .said alter the .speech of my honourable 
friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. There is the Money-lenders Act 
through w’hich the debtors can get relief. There are other Acts also. We 
should watch the operation of this Act for the next two years and if it is 
found that the people cannot take advantage then the (piestion of further 
extension will be taken into consideration. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 rise on a point of order. 
Is the Hon’ble Minister entitled to speak twice? 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, he moved the motion and he- 
gave a reply. Can he speak again? 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. After the Hon’ble 
Mini«ter’n speech, some of the honourable members spoke; so he has the 
light to reply to the points raised by tliose members who spoke after him. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; (an he go on ad inifinitum. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: He can 'only touch those new points which 
ha ve })een raised by the honourable members wlu) spoke after him. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: 1 hope, 
therefore, the House will supjwrt the motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
the Bengal Agricultural Debtors- (Second Amendment) Bill, 1942, as settled 
in the ('ouncil, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Discussion on Chief Minister’s Statement. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, befdre the 
fourth item on the agenda is taken up 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House will now take 
up the motions tabled in connection with the general Statement made by the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister in the Council on the 17th September last reviewing 
the present situation. May I enquire if the Hon’ble (^hief Minister who is 
also the Home Minister gives his consent to the discussion of all the motions 
included in the Order Paper for today or only to some of them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have no objection; but I 
tliink we should proceed to discuss the motion in the order in which they 
have been ])riiited and circulated. [ have no objecdion to this course. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN : I rise on a 
point of order. Sir. 1 think it is the parliamentary practice that debate on 
the speech of the Premier is initiated by the Opposition and not by the 
supporters of (lovernment. So, in accordance with that convention 1 would 
request you to give permission to the Opposition to initiate the debate on 
the Premier's Statement. 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: On this point we are to be 

governed by the rules made in this House. If there were no such rule, 
then probably a convention might be established such as the Leader of the 
Opposition is contending for; but in the face of the existence of such a rule, 
it w’ill be difficult to comply with the request put forward by the Khan 
Bahadur. 
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KilU Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: In that case, a 
ballot ought to have been held to determine which motion should get 
priority. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I think there has been a 

ballot and it is only as a result of ballot that the motions have been 
arranged, as we find them in the Order Paper. But if the House privately 
agrees that certain motions be taken out of turn, that is a dift'ereut matter; 
in the face of the rule, however, it is ditficult to see why the order should be 
chaiig’e^. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of onUr, Sir. 
Where is the rule accordinfr to which the order of precedence has been 
given Who has printed tliis Order Paper? 

LALIT CHANDRA DASs According to the time that the motions 
were received . 

MTi HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs Where is the rule that says 
BO? What are the rules that say that motions will be put in according to 
^ the time of their receipt? 

Khftfi Bflhfldur NAZIRUDDIN AHMADs Well, first come, first served! 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Chief Minister may 
please give his opinion on this matter. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; The rules regarding the 
priority of motions or resolutions in both Houses are the same. So far as 
I understand, Special Motions are to be treat(‘d in the same way as non- 
official resolutions. In the case of resolutions, they are balloted in order to 
determine the order of priority. After the balloting is done, even then it is 
possible to take the motions oat oi their turn if a number of members — I 
believe the number is 23 in this Hou.se, — agrees and the Minister in charge 
of the department gives his consent. In this connection my difficulty is 
that the Opposition did not intimate its desire to take any motion out of its 
turn or as to what motions they were desirous of taking out of their turn, 
and discuss. My position is that if any motion is taken out of its turn, then 
I may not be in a position to give a reply on the floor of the House today, 
because I have no previous intimation as to their desire. If 1 find that they 
want to move a motion to reply to which I am not well-posted this afternoon, 

I would ask your leave to postpone the matter to some other day. Other- 
wise, if the Opposition takes up motions according to the Order Paper, I am 
quite ready to deal with them. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, so far as the question of 
motions being balloted is concerned, the provision regarding ballot is 
limited to Motions and Resolutions. But these motions are Special Motions 
15 
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in this sense that they arise out of the Statement made by the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister. There is no special provision for Government motions; 
there is also no provision for amendments to he balloted and they are almost 
in the nature of amendments in reply to the Statement of the Hon’blfe Chief 
Minister. Therefore they cannot be classed as Resolutions, which (jannot 
be discussed on official days. They should then be taken up tomorrow 
which is a non-official day. Rut accordiiipp to the precedent followed else- 
where, I submit that this should be treated as part of the Govermneni busi- 
ness, because the Chief Minister’s statement is part of G^overnment business. 
The Chief Minister havin^:^ made a statement, it is up to the Oppodtion to 
initiate the debate and criticise it and the Opposition should be given the 
first chance and before we have criticised the statement of the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister, no other member on the Government side should be given a chance 
to speak. Therefore, it should be the privilege of Leader of the Opposition 
to initiate the debate and to criticise the statement made by the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister. After that the other side may be given the (‘hance of 
speaking. Rut wc will first initiate the debate and criticise the first, 
second, third paragraphs of the statement in the order we choose and then 
replies may be given by the other side. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, my position has not been 
properly appreciated by the Opposition. I do not for a moment enter into 
discussion as to the necessity of a ballot. The Opposition has, according 
to my friend, a right to open the debate. 1 agree with that. Rut the point 
is, they should have given notice as to which of these motions they will 
move, so that T might have come prepared. They can take up any motion 
but it would be difficult for me to reply to it oft‘-hand without reference to 
relevant files or papers, and if 1 am not ready I may not be able to enlighten 
them on the points raised. Therefore, 1 ask your leave to let me have time 
to reply to it later on. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir, if the Hon ble Chief 
Minister has to build up a case w^hen he has no case, then Ave have no objec- 
tion to his replying on Monday next. Tomorrow is a non-official day and 
he will have sufficient time to prepare the reply. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think there is some misconception 
about the whole affair. Special motion is covered by rule 9() and not by the 
rule which governs the procedure to be followed in selecting ordinary reso- 
lutions. In accordance with the general parliamentary convention, I con- 
cede the suggestion of the Leader of the Opposition. At the same time, 
I appreciate the difficulty pointed out by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. So 
I allow the Leader of the Opposition to initiate the discussion; but in all 
fairness, I think the Hon’ble Chief Minister is entitled to get some time for 
replying to the debate on the next official day. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: It would be very convenient 
if at this stage it is known which item the Leader of the Opposition wants 
to take up first. 
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Khm Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I propose to 
move motion No. 13 first, and then motion No. 34. 

Khan Bahadur NAZiRUDDIN AHMAD: That is uu unlucky number 
(laughter) . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of inforinatioii. Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, ordi'r. 1 am afraid molion No. 34 
will be out of order under rule 89 of the founoil Procedure P’lles. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Moreover. Sir, that is a siimmin’\ of the two 
previous resolutions. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: In that case, 
Sir, I would sugp:est No. 28. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. In the 
arranpfeiuent of the motions I find my motion has been printed first. But is 
it now ffoin^’ to be the last one? The Opposition has been allowed to 
initiate the discussion and it appears they have been mentioning all the 
motio/is in the whole list. What will then be the fate of my motion? 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: AVell, Sir, he 
may move his motion after the first motion, i.e.. No. 13, has been discussed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: When we first 
came to know that the C’hief Minister was going to make a statement in the 
House, we thought that this subject of economic crisis will occupy the first 
place therein, as this problem affects the whole of Bengal. But, Sir, we 
were surprised that his speech is devoted mainly to the A. K. P. organisation 
which concerns only a few towii>, besides the city of Calcutta. Tliat speech 
would have been more suitable for the Mayor of (’alcutta. From the 
Premier of Bengal we wanted to hear about the economic crisis with which 
the whole of Bengal has heen confronted. It may be that the Hon’ble 
Ministers are not aware of the fact that we are passing through a great 
crisis in the mofussil for some time past. Tlie labourers, unfortunate 
labourers, do not get work and those who get work get only 4 annas a day 
as wages and that 4 annas can fetch at best o poas of rice. In the mofussil 
for an average family of five, to subsist on 4 annas a day is an impossibility 
and even this 4 annas a day })eopIe of most areas do not get always, with the 
result that they have to go on starving day after day. The conditions of 
rural areas are getting worse day by day as the prices of paddy are rising. 
It is very unfortunate that the Hon 'hie Minister in his speech has remarked 
that so far as rice is concerned, Bengal is self-sufficient. I refer to page 12 
of his speech. ‘Tn this province the situation is complicated by the fact 
that Bengal is not self-sufficient as regards any of its foodstuff except the 
rice*’. That shows that according to him Bengal is self-sufficient in respect 



152 CHIEF MINISTER’S STATEMENT. [24th Sbpt., 

of rice. But, Sir, on reference to the Paddy Committee’s Report it is found 
that the average yield of rice in Bengal is 90 lakhs tons. Dividing this 
quantity amongst a population of 5 crores, we get per head less than J seer 
a day. From the Famine Committee’s Report we find that in order to 
maintain health, the minimum requirement is 3 poas per head, whereas we 
get daily half a seer per head. But the present situation brought about by 
this war has made matters worse. From Burma we used to get about 5 lakhs 
tons of rice as import and in years of distress and famine, we used to get 
far more, — 10 lakhs ions or so. That import has been entirely stopped. 

Even from Indo-China we cannot expect any rice this year,'’ as that 
country has ])a88ed into the hands of the Japanese. Indo-China U8ed to 
export rice to the extent of 1 Jh37,000 tons annually but that has now stopped. 
Burma used to export rice to the extent of 28,850,000 tons, that is 2-8 
millions of tons but that too has stopped. So, the situation in India — in 
Bengal particularly — will be terrible unless timely precaution is taken. 
There will probably be demands upon Bengal from other provinces of India 
and Ceylon for rice, as those other provinces of India used to get as much 
as 15 million tons of rice from Burma annually. They used to imjmrt large 
quantities of rice from Indo-China also but that, too, has stopped. So, all 
these quantities of rice will probably liave to be supplied from the rice 
produced in Bengal, and unless we take timely precaution to stop the export 
of ric-e from Bengal the state of affairs in Bengal will he terrible. Sir, it 
is very unfortunate that we get no light from the speech of the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister as to whether any action has been taken in the matter of 
stopping all export of rice from Bengal to the other provinces of India or to 
Ceylon. 

As regards cloth, we have seen that the ])rice of cloth has risen so 
enonnously that it has become almost impossible for the rural people, 
especially labourers and the poorer agriculturists to cover their nakedness. 
Sir, something must be done by Government in this direction. We were 
told that standard cloth was ordered by Government sometime ago but we 
are not going to get it at all although the Elijahs are so near. Circumstances 
have become so acute that Government should in my opinion immediately 
do something for manufacturing cloth at least of the very coarse variety so 
that the poorer people may anyhow cover their nakedness. In the mofussil 
areas the people will be content even with sackcloths if Government care to 
supply enough of these things for the female population in the rural areas. 
They cannot afford cotton cloths now-a-days. It was for the Government 
to enquire and find out whether we have got enough cotton in India which 
might be spared for Bengal so that the huge population that is sitting idle 
now for want of work could be kept employed in spinning and weaving. 
We think that we should give a start to spinning and weaving and we should 
take to our old primitive method in order at least barely to meet our cloth 
requirements. We had thought that Government would take up these 
primary matters and discharge their responsibility of seeing that the rural 
population get their proper supplies of food and clothing. But the 
Government has not done anything of the kind. The people in the interior 
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are dying a slow death and yet nothing is being done by the Ministry to 
prevent this death. They do not show any anxiety to help the people to 
tide over the crisis; they are engaged on big schemes of air-raid precaution 
•in big, towns only. And this at a time when crores of people are starving 
in the mofussil and dying slow death of which the present Ministry is taking 
no notice. 

The Hon’ble Chief Minister has not even mentioned a single word almut 
the economic crisis in his speech. It is very unfortunate. Sir, T have 
made some constructive suggestions about the cloth pndileni. If the cloth 
problem, is to be solved, the Hon'ble Minister should try and find out 
whether some sack-cloth can be manufactured for the ])oorer people — some- 
thing must be done. Necessity is the mother of invention and we arc now 
in great necessity. We must try and arrange for covering the nakedness 
of the poor people. We must find out some sort of (doth— sack-cloth or 
any other coarse cloth from jute. (Mr. Amulyadiionk Koy : You will 
have standard cloth soon.) Sir, we have heard of standard (doth but it 
has not seen the light of day. And if it ever comes out, it will hardly meet 
with our demand, I am sure. The poorer people will not be able to afford 
to have this standard c loth : they are dying of starvation — they do not 
get two meals a day — how cam they afford to pur(dias(‘ vvvw the standard 
clotli. You may imagine the plight of the parents when th(‘y see Ixdoro 
them their poor children dying of starvation. It is im])(msihh‘ for you to 
make an idea of their ])osition. Men u’ho are not living in the mofussil 
have got no idea as to the life these ])oor people are leading. 1 myself 
being a man living in the mofussil know the real state of affairs. (lov(*rn- 
ment should initiate more food-prodmdion campaign vigorously. Hut 
the campaign of sending out leaffets only will not be of any help to the 
people. They should take active interest in the jnattor. They should 
prepare schemes and get cultivated large tracts of land which are still lying 
fallow — large areas of land are available in Bengal which could be reclaimed 
into culturable land. I made these suggestions previously hut nothing has 
been done by the Government towards giving a concrete shape to them. 
Even today in reply to a question the Hon’hh* Minister said that the matter 
is under consideration. I do not know when the consideration will be over. 
There are huge tracts of land in the Bhati areas lying fallow which could be 
reclaimed by spending a few lakhs of rupees. It will then grow lakbs of 
maunds of paddy. But nothing has been done. I can assure tlu^, Govern- 
ment that nothing tangible could be gained by mere distribution of 
pamphlets and leaflets. Government should take time by the forelock and 
see how the crops can actually be grown : wdiat are the areas which could be 
reclaimed for the purpose of growing paddy: arrange for the distribution 
of seeds and advance money for seeds and so on. Unless this sort of 
vigorous campaign is carried on we cannot ex])ect anything by mere pro- 
paganda, Government are showing indifference to these things; I think 
they are responsible to the people whom they represent in the Government. 
Therefore they should do their duty properly and arrange for the food and 
clothing of poorer classes of the people in the mofussil. In the towns, 
Government servants have been given dearness allowances — menials and 
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others who draw low pay. But what about the poorer people in the rural 
areas where thousands, lakhs and crores of them are starving — ^what are the 
Government doing about granting them relief : they do not expect dearness 
allowance from Government. But they certainly expect Government to 
grant such relief to them, so that they may keep their body and soul together 
anyhow. Government are not at all seriously considering this problem. 

The situation is so desperate that I think, Sir, anything may happen 
at any time. There may be agrarian riot, there may be serious commotion 
in the whole country. Nolmdy know's when what will happen. So, Govern- 
ment must take immediate steps. They must see that no untoward .incident 
may happen and they should see tliat this ])r()blem of food and clothing of 
people in rural areas is solved. Unless this is solved, unless this problem is 
effectively tackled. Government will be failing in their duty lamentably. 
It is very unfortunate that they have not yet done anything to mitigate 
the sufferings of the people. The only thing that has been done is that 
Government have given dearness allowance to their employees. But they 
ought to know that the entire people of the country want help from them. 
The Government must see that this problem of food and clothing is 
properly tackled. 

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. • 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved : that this Council is of 
opinion that the speech of the Chief Minister is most disappointing as it 
does not refer to the economic crisis which the country is confronted with, 
owing to abnormal rise in the prices of all the necessaries of life — parti- 
cularly food and clothing — and does not indicate the action taken by 
Government, if any, for mitigating the sufferings of the poorer classes, 
6B])ecially the landless labourers and small wage-earners in the rural areas. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of information, Sir. May I 
know whether amendments to these motions will be allowed:' 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Generally notice should 
be given for each amendment. But if the House has no objection, 1 may 
allow short-notice amendments. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: My humble submission is that since the 
printed list of Ihese motions was received b\ us this morning, it was not 
possible ff)r us to give notice of amendments. So, if the House permits 
me, I would like to move a short -notice amendment to the motion of Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Ho.sain. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What is your amendment ? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: My amendment runs as follows : — 

In tile o])iuiou of this |\niiicil on the basis of the situation revealed in 
the sj>eech of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister Government should take every 
possible action for making available to the people of the rural areas the 
essentials of life particularly food and clothing. 
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Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is there any objection to allow 
Mr. Humayun Kabir to move his amendment? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Yes, Sir. 

Kllftll Bfthadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: Sir, 1 submit that there is 
no technical difficulty under the existing rules. The question has to be 
decided on its own merits. There could possibly be no objection to the 
amendment of Mr. Humayun Kabir. It simply substitute's an amendment 
to the motion already moved. Moreover, no time has Ix'cn given to us 
to consider these motions at all. In these cirmimstances, and, as you have 
already stated, this amendment of Mr. Humayun Kabir should not surprise 
the Opposition at all. It is a matter which should he decided hy the (1mir 
because we have not got sufficient time to scrutini.se the.se motions. So, 
I submit that Mr. Humayun Kabir should be allowed to move his amend- 
ment and there should not be any serious objec tion. The matter should be 
decided on merits and not on technical objections. 

Mr> DEPUTY PRESIDENT: A.s I liave said, if there had been no 
objection from an,\ quartcj , I would have accei)t(*d tlie sliort-notice amend- 
ment. But as there has been objection, I am afraid, I (‘annot uccej)t the 
same.’ 

Khan Sahib Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, 
I rise to support the motion that has just been moved by the Tjeader of the 
Opposition. He ha.s raised an all-important subject. Tho.se of us who are 
familiar with the conditions prevailing in the villages of Bengal at this 
moment will readily admit that the question that ha.s been raised by Khan 
Bahadur Muazzamuddiii Hosain should engage the attention of the Oovern- 
ment at once. It is a matter of infinite regret that the speech which the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister has made on the present situation in the country 
did not refer to this question. It wa.s a signifiiant omission that the 
speech contained almost in its major portion refereinjcs to A. It, P. and other 
measures, ostensibly for the defence of j)eople dwelling j’rirnarily in the 
city of Calcutta. But people away from them, — those who are not dwelling 
in Calcutta and in mofussil towns, — 1 mean people who dwell in the villages 
of Bengal, no measures for their defence were tliought of or i)roposed by 
the Chief Minister. To be sure, they are not in immediate danger of being 
bombed and robbed of their lives. They are in graver dangei, the danger 
is upon them already, for they are dying, as the Khan Bahadur ha.s said, 
by inches, for want of those necessaries which make existence possible as 
human beings. It is no exaggeration to say that money is exceedingly 
scarce in the rural areas. The sources from which the rural population of 
Bengal make a living have almost dried up. Measures that have been taken 
have forced many ])eople out of their ordinary avocations and means of 
livelihood and the (government to our knowledge have not taken any 
measure to ameliorate the hardships that have been caused by depriving 
them of their means of subsistence. That is one* omission. 1 would refer to 
another omission. The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca on the floor of 
the House in reply to a question about the abnormal fall in the prices of 
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jute said: ‘‘let this question stand over. Let the honourable members wait 
for the speech the Chief Minister will make and if his speech was found 
inadequate and wanting over this matter, the honourable members would 
(hen be in a position to raise the question once again”. Strange to say, the 
speech did not deal with the question of jute at all; it was significantly silent 
on it. Government’s primary duty is towards the people of Bengal and the 
majority of people dwell in villages. Government have done nothing to 
ameliorate the pitiable condition of rural Bengal. Well, iSir, we were told 
that standard cloth would be forthcoming before the Puja holidays, and 
that standard cloths have been ordered from certain mills. I do not know 
what is the standard. The Puja is uptm us and the sufferings of the poor 
people are simply indescribable. They are in rags and we are spending 
lakhs and lakhs upon A. li. P. and this or that. The people for whom we 
are here are dying and the Hon’ble the Prime Minister’s speech does not 
make any reference to their condition, not to speak of any measures con- 
templated or being actually taken to ameliorate their condition I This in 
itself is sufficient to condemn tlie Ministry. 

Sir, every one is aware that jute has practic’ally got no demand in the 
market now and is fetching no price worth the name. In the mofussil its 
price is ridiculously low. Every one is aware that rural Bengal depe^ids as 
its principal source of income on tlds particular money crop but this crop is 
fetching no income to the rural people. Government has not told the House 
or the public what measures they have taken to obtain a fair price for tlie 
jute-growers. There is no money in the countryside. It would be no 
incorrect representation of the condition of the people to say that they are 
living in poverty — these people do always, as a matter of fact, live in 
poverty, — but their present plight is simply such as cannot be described in 
words. There is no money in the countryside and every necessary of life, 
particularly (Ini and hhaty to use the words of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, 
are beyond the capacity of these poor villagers, as they are both selling at 
incredibly high prices. His income has not gone up, rather he has lost his 
income which has become abnormally low. He is not living, he is only 
existing. But what measures liave the Government adopted or what 
measures have the Government in contemplation to remedy this pitiful 
situation of the villagers:^ None whatsoever. Sir, I notice that the Hon’ble 
the Revenue Mini.ster is having a smile on his lips. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. pRAMATiiA Nath Banerjke: Well, Sir, I always have a smiling 
face.) I would remind the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the revenues of 
this province that the revenues are paid by the poor cultivators of Bengal 
— he has got his sunset laws and other laws and the Hon’ble Minister goes 
on complacently realising the revenues but he does not seem to be at all 
concerned as to how they are finding the revenue. 

The Hon’blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Well, if the House 
agrees, I shall be quite prepared to suspend the collection of all revenues 1 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Why don’t you initiate a 
proposal like that? We will support you in that case. 
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Sir BUOY PRASAD SlliGH ROY: That is a complete reply to the 
Hon’hle the Revenue Minister. Then he will be taken at his own word. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: Sir, \i is admitted on all hands 
that the prices of all essential foodstuffs have soared abnormally hi|fh, 
whereas the income of the people has become abnormally low. It is also a 
fact which cannot be denied by anyone who knows the conditions in the 
rural areas that these people are literally starving and dyinjr by inches. 
But what measures have the Government proposed to ameliorate their 
condition? Ordinary measures will not avail in this crisis; extraordinary 
measures are necessary to save these people from the terrible '>nseries under 
which they are j?roanin^\ They are not vocal people, they are not political- 
ly-minded people takin^^ recourse to sabotajye or to direct action or brinp^ing’ 
communications to a standstill in order to wrest political freedom from au 
unwilling power; but they are very quiet and sileni ]>eople whose lot it is 
to suft'er silently. The Government is absorbed in big schemes, in big 
political schemes for the liberation of India, but what about these peoph' — 
the real people — for whom ostensibly this political power is sought? TiCt 
them live first, then they will enjoy the freedom that you may be able to 
win for them. What measures are you taking so that they may remain 
alive io enjoy the freedom for which you are clamouring on their behalf? 

As regards cloth, my friend Khan Bahadur Muazzamuddin TTosain has 
touched on it in his speech. ^Sir, speaking from personal exi)(»rien(‘.e, I have 
been to my district rec>ently and can say that the plight of the ])oor people 
there cannot simply be described in words. Sir, I live in a locality whicli 
is predominantly a Muslim locality. On Fridays, the day on which the 
Muslims give alms to the poor, children and old 'women come begging for 
alms. I have seen children from 12 to 14 years of age coming almost naked 
and old women coming literally in rags. Sir, their only pitiful plaint is 
for one piece of cloth. That is the common cry on every lip. The price 
of cloth has gone up so high that it is beyond the capacity of the poor 
people to buy them. What measures are the Government proposing to take 
to clothe them? Are the j)eople to go naked and not liide their shame? 
The Hon’ble the Chief Minister has made a statement: it is before the 
public: does it state anything about solving this problem? This economic 
crisis which is grinding the people down has got to be taken note of by 
Government. We should like to hear what the llon’ble Chief Minister has 
got to say about the question that has been raised by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, my friend the Leader of 
the Opposition has raised the question of food and clothing. He also raised 
the question of the prices of necessaries of life. There was room for agree- 
ment in respect of his complaint about dearth of the necessaries of life. 
The prices have risen very high, and when relief comes, as relief must come, 
the relief will benefit not only my friends opposite but will benefit all of us. 
This is one way of putting a complaint against the high price of food and 
other necessaries of life. But it is quite another thing to put in a motion 
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using words by which it appears that the Leader of the Opposition did not 
take the trouble of reading the speech of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister at 
all. The motion says: — 

“This Council is of opinion that the speech of the Chief Minister is most 
-disappointing as it does not refer to the economic crisis which the country 
is confronted with, owing to abnormal rise in the prices of all the necessaries 
of life — ^particularly food and clothing — and does not indicate the action 
taken by (Government.’* 

This is the language with which this motion is couched and my friend 
Mr. Abul Quaseni in setionding the motion was vehement in saying that 
nothing lias been said by the Hon’ble Chief Minister with respect to this 
problem. Sir, 1 wonder if this motion was framed after reading the speech 
of the llon’ble Chief Minister. 

1 desire to draw the attention of the Leader of the Opposition as well as 
of Mr. Abul Quasem to page 12 of the printed speech and would ask them 
to read that jiortion whi(di deals witli tlie food problem. I will quote it as 
desiiM^l by the Opposition Leader. It runs as follows: — “I now turn to a 
subjecl which is of immediate personal interest to every individual — that of 
the supply and price of the necessaries of life. In this province the problem 
is complicated by the fact that Bengal is not self-sufficient as regards hny 
of its food supplies except rice. We depend for sugar on Bihar, for salt on 
the western coast ports and places outside India, e.g., Aden, for most 
Tarieties of dal on Bihar, for oil seeds and mustard oil on the United 
Provinces and Bihar, and so on’’. Then, Sir, he goes on to say — “Even in 
the case of rice we have seen the difficulties of securing adequate supplies 
to the public at controlled prices : the difficulties of price control are greater 
etill when we have no control over the source of supply. The difficulties of 
transport have aggravated the problem. Recently, wheat allotments have 
been difficult to obtain on account of the disturbance to railway communica- 
tions and sugar imports from North Bihar have almost stopped as a result 
of local disturbances. This fact accounts for the prevailing scarcity and 
high price of sugar in Calcutta and the districts, but we have taken steps 
with the help of the Sugar Controller to get in supplies from elsewhere and 
they will soon be on their way. In the case of some other commodities there 
has been a chronic shortage. Eor example, the supply of kerosene has 
i)een cut by fifty per cent. This means that every one has got to reduce his 
■consumption. The House is no doubt aware tliat we have recently estab- 
lished the nucleus of a Civil Supplies Directorate and I hope that it will not 
be long before it is working at full strength. Our first endeavour has been 
to create conditions under which supplies can move readily when needed 
and the trade itself can operate in a healthy manner. We seek co-operation 
but if the trade cannot deal with its own black sheep, we may have to 
apply compulsion. We must always remember, however, that we cannot 
atand by ourselves. We need the help of other provinces and must be 
ready to lielp them. Members may be interested to hear something about 
commodities which have to be imported from outside Bengal. On hearing 
that the Bengal allotments of wheat for August were likely to be heavily 
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leducedit we took up the matter and have obtained an assurance tliat the 
special needs of Calcutta will be borne in mind”. Does this show that the 
Government have been sleeping over the question? Then, Sir, in the Chief 
• Minister’s statement it is stated, “We feel thatjhe immediate prospects are 
not unsatisfactory but the House should recognise that wheat supplies are 
not under our ultimate contnd. The question of the supply of dttl has been 
taken up with the Bihar (lovernment. 1 am glad to say that the position 
in regard to salt is satisfactory, but ollorts are being made to build up 
increased stocks against future needs. We are also making arrangements 
wuth leading dealers for the import of more mustard seed and oil, but the 
latest information makes it very doubtful wliether we shall receive before 
the Pujas the supply of standard cloth for which we have indented”. 1 
again ask, Sir, whether this looks that the present (lovernment are sleeping 
over this question. The Chief Minister has also said “The new Directtmate 
of Civil Supplies is alive to the urgency of the problems with which it is 
confronted and it is to be hoped that as soon as the various factors which I 
have referred to have been brought under some sort of control, with the 
help and co-operation of the Central and other l^roviiicial Governments a 
substantial improvement in the position of supplies will be effected”. This 
does show that tlie Government are moving very earnestly in the whole 
matte!’. ‘‘Meanwhile, the province can help itself very considerably by 
organi.sing a comprehensive anti-hoarding drive in Calcutta and the 
districts, with the active support and co-operation organised by trade and 
the leaders of public opinion.” 

The motion under discussion shows that the (^pi)ositi()n is not conversant 
with what the (’hief Minister had stated in his speech. In fact, I remem- 
ber that one gentleman from the Opposition was shouting when this speech 
of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister was being read that this might be taken 
as read. Well, that sums up the knowltdge of the (Opposition witlj regard 
to this question. I have nothing further to add. All 1 do say is that so 
far as this question of the foodstuffs is concerned and the hardships that 
the general public are experiencing due to their high prices, we are at one. 
But the Opposition should move these motions in a hel])fiil sjiirit and should 
not come only to criticise the Government in a carping ^])irit. In fac.t, the 
Government are aware of tlie wliole situation. We are also aw'are of the 
whole situation. We are feeding the pinch as anybody else. AVe also 
would certainly wish tliat the ])rices of commodities should come down. 
Tlie jiroblein is the thought of the (‘hief Minister throughout the day and 
that is his dream by night. 1 would request the menilMUs of the Ojiposition 
to frame their motions with lull knowledge of the whole thing and I am 
sorry to say that this heljiful s])irit is wanting as shown in the framing of 
their motion . 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Air. Deputy President, Sir, with your permission 
I wish to make a few ob.servations on the motion just moved by my learned 
friend, Khan Bahadur Muazzamuddin Hossain.* Sir, by this motion be has 
raised a vital question, namely, the question of making the barest necessaries 
of life available to millions of the people of Bengal. Sir, the Hon’ble the 
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Chief Minister was oncxe known to be a Minister for dal-bhat. The message 
of daUhhat was conveyed by him to every village of Bengal. In several 
meetings he gave the expectation that if he was elected as a Minister he 
would arrange for dal~bhat for the poor and starving people of Bengal. 
Sir, with that idea people everywhere welcomed him in their millions. 
But they soon had to be disillusioned and bitterly disappointed in their high 
hopes. Sir, if I remember aright, in one of the meetings held at Khulna 
in which the Chief Minister and the then Finane>e Minister were present, an 
audience raised this question of dal-hhat when the then Finance Minister very 
humorously replied that dal-hhat was a past question, and that they were 
arranging for karma and polao. After so many years we find that people are 
dying for want of food and clothing. Sir, it is a known faitt that great 
wars affect the normal life in every corner of the world. But the people of 
Bengal w^ere not so much affected when Japan declared war in December 
last. It so happened that the new Ministry took over charge during this 
very month, but it appears from the statement made by the Hon^ble the 
Chief Minister that they have prepared no comprehensive scheme for tackling 
the problem of the scarcity of foodstuff's and clotliing of the people of Bengal 
and that explains why the Chief Minister in his speech has very scarcely 
dealt with this question. This very important and vital question affects 
the very existence of the people of Bengal. He has taken 11 pages ' to 
describe the A. II. P. measures but he has taken only a page to describe the 
measures taken by the present (iovernment regarding this vital question. 
What do w'e findP He has described the difficulty in the way of food-supply 
and in that connection he has given some advice to the members. 
We are here to give advice. That is what wc learn from him. We also 
learn from his -speech that recently a Directorate of Civil Supplies has been 
created which is drawing up a scheme. Sir, w^e have heard so much about 
schemes. When a question is asked about anything, the reply is given to it 
that a scheme is being j)repared or is under consideration. Sir, ]>ersonally 
speaking, I have no faith in schemes or in ]>rej)aration of schemes. People 
want that they -should have food and clotliing. About cloths there was a 
crisis in piece-goods and the question w'as taken up by the (Government of 
India who asked the (Government of Bengal whether they w^anted standard 
cloths. In a press communiijue issued by the (Government of India it is 
stated that the (iovernment of Bengal took a long time in giving an answ’er 
to this urgent query -of theirs. The result has been that as this Govern- 
ment's requisition w^as sent up only very lately — as is clear from the 
Hon'ble Chief Minister’s statement — ajiparently the standard cloth may not 
be available before the Pujas. Sir, this matter of standard cloth w'as a very 
urgent question, but we do not know wdiy so much time w^as taken in sending 
up a reiiiiisition, nor wdiy this criminal negligence was shown in this very 
important matter. We want an answer from the Chief Minister on this 
point. 

Another point is as regards foodstuff's. It is a well-known fact, as the 
♦honourable mover has shown* that Bengal is not self-suflScient in the matter 
of rice, that rice worth 14 to 18 millions of rupees used to be imported into 
Bengal in order to supply her deficiency. We have heard the cry of ‘‘grow 
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more food campaign" ; that is only a cheap slogan. After all, what has been 
done about the campaign? The Chief Minister has made no mention of this 
in hie statement. What we say is that if the cultivators were advised in 
right earnest and by all the means available tor grow new and more crops, 
there would have been no dearth of these vital necessaries of life. But time 
was wasted with the result that this province is today faced with a serious 
situation about the supply of rjce. Speaking from personal experience of 
Chittagong town I may say that for some days no rice was at all available 
there. People went from shop to sho]) hut did not get any rice. The 
situatiop became so serious in the town that the District Magistrate gave 
orders to tlie shop-keepers to Mi})ply whatever rice was available. And there 
was a tremendous crowd and the crowd in their an\iet\ to obtain rice 
fought among themselves and some were seriously injurtal. That was a 
serious situation and 1 believe that this situation still exists in Chittagong 
with some change. Timely action was not taken and Government was not 
prepared to give any relief to the poor people. It appears that no statistics 
in regard to the stock of rice district by district have yet been taken. No 
estimate has been made of the reipiirements of rice and other necessaries 
of life and no scheme for the equitable distribution of rice and other 
necessaries of life has been put into action. 

Only sporadic action has been taken by tlie District Officers according to 
their own notion. The result is that there is no co-operation from district to 
district^ — from village to village. There may be surplus in one district and 
there may be shortage in another district. There is no data on which to 
work — no well-laid jdan or comprehensive scheme to work ])ropeT’ly on, and 
Government have done nothing in this respect. As regards the control of 
price, it has not produced the desired effect whi(*h was contemplated, because 
it is defective. Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has said that owing 
to difficulty of transport we could not get proper suj)ply. But schemes should 
have been prepared for the supply of rice and other tilings available in Bengal 
and they could have been distributed in the distrirds w’here they are not 
available. But nothing has been done and we find from the statement of the 
Hon'ble Chief Minister that the scdieme is still under preimration. The 
poor people of Bengal will in the meantime sutler. It is said that the 
Bengal jieojde are proverbially jioor. As far as I remember, Dr. Bentley — 
a former Director of Public; Health, Bengal^in one of his books remarked 
that a Bengali peasant lives on a diet on which no other human race can live 
for a week. That was the condition when there was no war, when there was 
no emergency or high cost of living. It is therefore the duty of those who 
are in charge of the administration of this Government to look after the poor 
people and see that they do not suffer unnecessarily. Of course, I am not 
oblivious of the fact that war entails some sufferings and since we are today 
very near the war, some .suffering is inevitable. But I may say that England 
which has suffered from continuous bombing for over six months has not 
suffered for want of ffK)d and there people did not die of starvation. Here 
the progressive Ministry have done nothing to secuire relief to the people. 
The motion moved by my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain has been couched in very mild language and there 
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is nothing objectionable. My friend Mr. Das lias said that the motion 
ignores the speech of the Hon’ble Chief Minister and that the framer of the 
motion has not read his speech. It is not tnie. 1 lliink Mr. Das has not 
gone deeply into the spirit of the motion. This nH)tion clearly mentions 
two things — rice and clothing. Going through tlie speech of the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister we have found that there is no mention as to how the people 
should be given relief. The only mention is about the fact that Bengal has 
to depend on other provinces for sugar, dal and other things; but there is 
no mention of rice. About cloth he has only said that standard cloth would 
be available: nothing more has been said about it. No detail has b^en given 
as to when it will he available. With these words, I support the motion 
of my friend Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 would like to know how 

long the House will continue to sit today. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It will sit up to 4-15 p.m. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: All right, Sir. 1 wish to .say 
a few words regarding this motion. Thi-s motion — or, rather resolution in 
the disguise of a motion — as has been rightly i>ointed out by my honourable 
friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, has not been based upon a very accurate 
Btudy of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister’s speech. Mr. Das was rather over- 
generous to the Opposition when he said that the speech of the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister was not read at all. But T find there is evidence, in the 
resolution itself, of a study of the j)aragraph which has been read out by 
Mr. Das, — that there is a clear reference to rice being excepted from the 
general category. And what is remarkable is that, although the attention 
of the honourable mover of the motion was drawn to the relevant paragraph 
which was read out in extenso by my honourable friend Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das, yet the ])a8sages preceding and following did not receive sufficient 
consideration from the honourable member. The complaint in the resolution 
is to the effect that no reference has been made to certain siibjects. (Khan 
Bahadur Saiykt) MnAZZAMirDniN Hosaijs : Yes, like economic crisis.) Well, 
Sir, I will not detain the House by repeating the arguments of ray honourable 
friend Mr. Das. T shall deal with one or two aspects of the speech of the 
Leader of the Oppo.sition which have not been dealt wuth by him. My 
honourable friend’s remedy for the crisis which has arisen is to stop ex])ort 
of rice from the province. This again will raise a very important question. 
The question is whether stop])ing of export will at all be a proper remedy. 
It is a purely economic <iuestion. If you stoj) export, you will be replied 
with retaliation. There are very important crops which we have to procure 
from Bihar and other iuovinces. (Mr. Hamiditl Huq CnowDHrRY: Yes, 
sugar!) Yes, and also wffieat. Well, if you stop the export of rice, they will 
stop export of wheat to this province. You cannot live on rice alone. There 
are various other inter-provincial questions and there is a well-known section 
in the Government of India Act which prohibits inter-provincial discrimina- 
tion in the matter of exports and imports. There should be free flow of 
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commodities from one province to another and the honourable mover tries to 
circumvent that. The other complaint of the honourable mover is that 
labourers are not getting sufficient employment. That would have been a 
story in the past, but, on account of the very high, price of paddy prevailing 
in the country, the labourers are getting work. In fact, higli pri(?es are 
encouraging i)eople to cultivate paddy on a very large scale and cheap labour 
is scarce. They are now getting full wages for the work done 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. How long will you take to* 
finish yopr speech? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: About 5 or b minutes more. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 have been informed by the Opjmsitioii 
as regfiirds some modili(*ation in their selection of the motions which they 
want to discuss. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: But, Sir, we have alroiuly 
made up our minds as to what txnirse of action we will take regarding the 
motions which depends on the actual order of the motions settled in the 
House . 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: What about No. 1? Will Mr. Lalit (’handrii 
Das be allowed to move his motion? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The first is No. lb, after that mothm 
No. 1, then No. 28, then No. 18 and then No. 32 will be taken up. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 h ave given notice of one motion and it is 
very important. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What date. Sir, you are fixing 
for the continuance of the discussion? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Will the Leader of the House enlighten 
the House whether there will l)e non-officuil business tomorrow ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: There will be non- 
official business tomorrow. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, may I know 
when this matter will be taken up again? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You will get notice. I now adjourn the 
House till 2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment, o 

The Council was adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 25th September^ 
1942. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 24 th 
September, 1942: — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Mr. S. C. Chakra verti. 

(3) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(4) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(5) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

{G) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(7) Mr. It. W. N. Ferguson. 

(8) Mr. K. L. (ioswami. 

(9) Klian Bahadur Syed Mohd. (ihaziul Huq. 

(10) Maulana Muliamiriad Asaf Khan. 

(11) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(12) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(13) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(14) Mr. R. Palchowdhury. 

(15) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Rahman. 

(IG) Dr. K, S. Ray. 

(17) Rai Sahib J. M. Sen. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Second Session, 1S42— No. 5. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, (in Friday, the 2r)th Se])tember, 1942, at 2-15 p.m , being the 
fifth day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to seel ion (>2(2)(c/) cd' thi‘ 
(Tovernment of India Act, 19*15. 

Mr. Dejiuty President (Khan Bahadur Audee If amid (hIO\^ Diirny) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Question with Answer which remained outstanding from the 
Third Sesnon, 1941. 

Reform of Jails. 

69. Mr. NUR AHMED: [a) Will the Hon ’hi e Miiiistei' in chaigc* of 
the Ilfune l)ej>artnient be jdeased to state if any reforniH hav(» In^en intro- 
duced in the jails of Bengal during ihe last tluet* years? If so, what are 
they ? 

{h) Have an\ special measures been introduced by the (Government of 
Bengal tor the refcimation and reclamation of juvenile offenders in Bengal 
jails? 

(r) It so, what are they? 

(d) Has the attention of the (Government been drawn to the scheme 
introduced by the United Provinces (Goveniment in the Bareilly Juvenile 
Jail to lefoVni juvenile (^ft'enders, and if so, is it a fact that the scdieme has 
been found successful there? 

(e) Is it a fact that the said scheme consists in apprenticing a young 
offender while yet iindei going a sentence in a factory or in an institution 

16 




166 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


[25th Sept., 


or with an employer of labour to work side by side with the free labourers 
without surveillance by the jail staff and in crediting the wages earned by 
such offender to him after making deductions for food and other expenses f 

(/) If so, do the Government propose to introduce a similar scheme in 
Bengal for the benefit of young offenders? If not, why not? 

(/y) It the reply to pari (tl) be in the negative, do the Government propose 
to secure details of the scheme from the United Provinces Government? If 
not, why not? 


MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) to (c) A statement is i)laeed in the Library. 

(rl) Yes, but I have no information to show that the scheme has been 
found successful. 

(e) Yes. 

{f) I do not consider i1 feasible to send, out juvenile prisoners to factories, 
particularly at a time like this. 

{(;) If the honourahle member is so keen on the matter notwithstanding 
my reply t(» (/) of the (luestion, T will make further enquiries. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to make 
a further en(|uiry with reference to (ff)? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 


Questions with Answers which remained outstanding from the 
First Session, 1942. 

A.R.P. Warden’s Posts. 

50. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Defence Dej)artment he plea‘«ed to state if he is aware that the 
hHatcea in the suh-areas of Amherst Street, Bowbazar, Muchipara, Taltola, 
Beliaghata and Benia])ukur do not have a sufficient number of Air Raid 
Warden’s posts? 

{()) Does lie propose to create additional warden’s posts for the hustees 
in these areas? 
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(c) Does he propose to open “Street Fire Parties Service” in tlie 
Amherst Street and BeliafJ'hata sub-areas? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL DEFENCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): (#/> and {h) Ooveminent consider that 
the number of Air Raid Warden’s posts in these sub-areas is adequate. 

(c) House Protection Fire Parties whi(*h correspond to Street Fire 
Parties are being organised in the sub-areas referred to. 


Jessore Collectorate. 

51. Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; Will the Hon'hle Minister in eharge 
of the Revenue Dejiariineiit be ]>h‘ased to state— 

{a) tlie names of tlie clerK^, ])ro(•(^ss-servers and other oflieers (with 
their designations) of the eJessore (’olh'ctorate and other offices 
under the Distiiet Magistrate and Cidleidor of d(‘ssore, who have 
been dismissed, discharged, suspended, degrad(‘d or otherwise 
punished by ^Ir. N. M. Khan, the District Magistrate of dessore; 

(h) the nature of ofleuce committed by, and the l)unishment inffhded 
on, each of them ; 

(c) the community to wiiicli each of them belongs; 

(d) the length of tiim* each one (d' them served under the (lovcrnment ; 

(e) if it is a fact that about dO officers of varicms grades have been 

dismissed, discharged, suspended, degraded or otherwise punished 
within a short time by Mr. N. M. Khan, the present District 
Magistrate of Jessore; 

(/) if the (iovernmcnt are prepared to make an enquiry into the matter; 
and 

iff) if the (fovernnnmt intend to take any ste]) in this connection? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee); (a) to (c) A statement is jihiced on the 
Table. 

(/) and {(/) The Jb-ngal Subordinate Services (Discij)line and Ap])eal) 
Rules, 1986, provide for an appeal to the (annmissioner of the Division 
against the orders ot the District Officer in such cases. 



Statement referred to in reply to question yo. 51, shotting the list of officers who were dismissed or otherwise- punished by 
y. M, Khan, Esq.., 1. (\ S., Collector , Jessore, from 17ih Oclober, 1940, to 24th January, 1942, 
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Mr. Francis Zavier .. (i) Failure to prepare timely L. R. (i) Warning in service book Christian 

Ghoshwara. 

(ii) Gross negligence in perfor- {ii) Permanent reduction of pay 
mance of his duties as Tauzi by Rs.2. 
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ess m the Colleetorate 
lack of supervision over 
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Prosad Mittra, tern- 1 Continued ill health . . Ditto 
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45 Babu Kslipads Kundu, General Laxity of supervision . . Warning in Service Book . . Ditto 
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(jj) For loitering and quarrelling (? 0 Suspended for a short period 
with the peons of District and permanent reduction of 

Magistrate, near his khash pay by Re. 1. 

kamra in connection with giving 
a letter to him. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it appears from the list published 
that as many as 60 officers in the .lessore Collectorate were punished, or as 
the Hon’ble Minister corrects me, 61 officers were punished. In that oase, 
• was there any one left in the Collectorate who was not punished ? 

Thi Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH EANERJES: Sir, I am not very 
goofl tat arithmetic', hut I cun s<iy that the number HI is a fairly larpre 
number. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But my question is whether there is any 
officer in the (^ollectororate left who was not punished. 

w 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have no 
information on the point; but if the lionourable member desires the 
information, I should be phid to supply him with it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May 1 eiupiire if Mr. N. M. Khan is 
that very officer who was once the Subdivisional Officer of Brahmanbaria 
and agninst whom there were several civil cases which came up before the 
High Court? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 have not got the 

particulars before me; but if the honourable member desires, the information 
will be made available to him. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will tlie Hon’hle Minister please state 
whether there was really any appeal against these orders suspending and 
dismissing the officers to the (Vunmissioner of the Division? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: T have been told 
that the Commis.sioher of the Division concerned upset most of these orders. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I may inform llie House that (piestionH 
20, 21, 22, 2d, 24, 25 and 2t) are passed over for the time being owing to the 
absence of the Hon’ble Minister-in-ebarge. Questions 27 and 28 also will 
stand over for the pre.seiit. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, with regard to (piestions 

27 and 28, which have been left over, may I suggest that they may be 
put and the answers may be read out by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Co-opemtive Department, as the whole House is interested in these 
questions? If you permit me, 1 will put these questions in the interest of 
the public at large. Of course, if there are supplementary (luestions, then 
they may be left over. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have no objection to questions 27 and 

28 being put by you. 
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27. Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of Khan Bahadur 
Abdul Hamid Chowrdhury). Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Puhli(! Health and liocal Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(a) who is at present officiating as the Director of Public Health in 
place of the permanent incumbent, Colonel A. C. Chatterjee; 

(5) on what basis or on what special qualification has he been appointed 
to officiate in the said post; 

(c) wliether it is a fact that he was appointed to officiate in (he said 
])ost in su])ersession ol the claims of his senior officers; 

(fl) if the answer 'to part (c) be in the affirmative, what are the name.s 
of the officers who have been superseded and (lie reasons tor their 
supersession ; 

(c) wliat is tlie period of the officiating service of the present Director 
of Public Health; and 

(/) if any special scheme* has been pre])ared by the present officiating 
Director of Public Health and submitted to the Governnient to 
meet the present emergent condition so far as the Public Health 
asj)ect of the question of the Province is concerned ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): (n) Dr. P. C. Mukherji. M.n., 
n.iMi. 

(/j) to (f/) Kefereiiee has already been made to the Public* Service Com- 
mission for selection of a suitable candidate for the ])ost. Advertisement 
has been issued. 

It will not be in tin* public interest and also in the interest of the officers 
to give a dt*t ailed answer. 

(c) J)r. Mukherji has been officiating as Director of Public Health since 
the 19th August 1941. 

^/) A statement of the Public Health schemes which have been prepared 
by Dr. Mukherji is laid on the Table. 

Sfnfe/ncnf referred io in re}dy to rjause (f) of (juestioji No, 27. 

Under (iovernment orders, submission of new schemes have been 
forbidden. However, to meet the present emerg'ent situation, the following 
schemes have been prepared and submitted to Government by the present 
officiating Director of Public Health : — 

(1) Preparation and supply of quinine ampoules to make up for short 

allotment of quinine for this Province. The scheme is having 
the consideration^ of Govennnent. 

(2) Expansion of School Hygiene work by the appointment of a Medical 

Officer as Teacher in Government and Aided High English 
Schools. 
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(3) Expansion of tuberculosis work by the establisliment of tuberculosis 

clinics in the whole Province and jetention of the Medical Officers 
engaged in tuberculosis survey work in Barisal and Seram pore. 

(4) Mass anti-cholera inoculation campaign. 

(b) MasvS Aaccination campaign. 

({}) Production of cholera vaccine and vaccine lymph to meet the 
emergent condition. 

(^7) Continuance of the nutrition survey work. 

((S) Removal of the Cholera Vaccine Laboratory to a safer pla(‘e 
(Rajshahi). 

(9) Removal of the Bengal Vaccine Institute to a safer place 
(Krishnagar). 

<1(1) Storage of cholera and smallpox vac(‘ines in a safer place 
(Krishnagar). 

(11) Tiial of malaria vaccine. 

Fees realised from candidates for auditorship, etc. 

28. Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of Khan 
Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury): C;) Will the Ilon'hlc Minister in 
( harge of the (^)-operative (h’edit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that candidates for the ])osis of Inape<*tors. 
Auditors and Assistant Auditors under the (\)-oj)erative Credit Department 
are required to deposit a sum of Rs. 5 each together with their appli(‘ation 

(h) If the answer to part in) be in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be j)leased to state when this system was first introdiK^ed, and what 
has been the total amount ol deposit on that account fi'om tln^ time of 
introduction of that system up till the end of March. 1912^ 

(r) Will the lloirhle Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that in 
spite of the deposit of the requisite amount, many candidates are not asked 
eithei to appear at the examination or for an interview previous to the 
selection of the candidates for apimintment ? 

(f/) If the answer to part (r) be in the affirmative, will the Hoii’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the |>rinciple on which such elimination of the 
candidates takes ])lace? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: (ro and (f ) 

Yes. 

(If) The .system was introduced >ince ]9d8. Deposits are made by the 
candidates into the treasuries under head “Miscellaneous” and no separate 
ae<*ount is kept. 

(d) Candidates Avith inferior (jualifications were rejected. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I may add 

to what is stated in the printed amswer that previously the fee for C4uididates 
for Inspectorship waqs Rs. 10. Thi.s year it has been reduced to Rs. 5. 
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StatefiiMit on action taken by Govemmont regarding inoreaeing free bede 
at Jadavpill’ Tuberculosis Hospital. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I beg to make the 
following statement about the action taken by Government on the resolution 
regarding provision of free beds at the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital that 
was moved by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and .adopted at a meeting of the 
Bengal Legislative Council on the 29th August, 1941 : Government have 
decided to make an additional reciirring grant of Rs. 20,000 per annum (in 
addition to the existing Government grant of Rs. 10,000 per annum) to ^he 
Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital in order to provide 20 additional free beds 
with effect from the year 1942-48. With these additional beds tlie total 
number of free beds in the hospital will be 100. It has also been decided 
to make a c«ipital grant of Rs. 15,000 to the hospital next year (1942-48) 
to enable the hospital authorities to meet some immediate non-recurrent 
expenditure on improvement of the hospital. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: (hi a point of information, vSir. Was 
the fifth list of questions exhausted;^ There ar(» two (piestions standing in 
tl>e name of Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy (^howdhury — Nos. 24 and 25. lie 
1ms (;ome, Sir. If you permit him, lie (an put the (juestion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: These (piestions have been passed over 
on 4 iccount of the fact that the Hoirble Nawab Balmdur of Dacca, has sent 
an intinmtion that he would not be able to attend the (Jouncil today. So, 
these (juestions will be taken up on another day. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: On a matter of information, Sir. 
Just before the commencement of the session, 1 put in a short-notice (juestion 
with regard to rice, sugar and jute. But 1 have not yet had the good 
fortune of getting a reply from Government to that. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT • 1 am informed that short-notice has not 
been accepted by Government with regard to it. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: May 1 request you to let me 

know on what ground the Government have not accepted my short-notice 
(juestion, so that I may put in a fresh question in a modified form? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well. no ground has been assigned and 
as a mat ter of fact it is not neces.siiry to assign any giound. If the Hon Tile 
Minister (oncerned accepts the short -notice, the reply will be given in due 
course. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: May I take it that the question 
will be answered in the usiial course? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We have not heard anything from the 
Hon’ble Minister as yet. 
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Announoetneiit of the personnel of the Oommittee of Privileges. 

Mf. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have been infonnetl by the Secretary, 
who is also the Returning Officer in connection with the election of the 
members to the Committee of Privileges, that 7 valid nominations have been 
received, namely — 

(1) Raja Bhiipendm Narayan Sinha Ihihadur, of Nashipur, 

(2) Rai Sahib Jogendra Natli Roy, 

(•1) Khan Siihib Abiil Quasem, 

(4) •Begum Hamida Moniin, 

(o) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, 

(()) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Banm, and 

(6) Khan Bahadur Rezzajjul Haider rhowdhury. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, will there be no election ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As thei *e are only seven vacancies, no 
election is necessary. 

Khon Bshdctur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD. Before you finally iinnounce 
the names, I wish to S4iy a few words. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Is the Khan lb ihadur in order to say 
something before tlie announcement regarding this Committee of Privileges 
is made? 

Khsn Bshfldur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: One thing you will notice, Sir. 
The European gioup due to some misunderstanding,-- the thing escaped 
their attention — sent no nomination from their party. It is tlie custom to 
take nominees from all sections of flu* House. The Enro]>ean group is a 
distinct block and in all faiiiiess it should Ik‘ represejit(*d. I understand 
they sent a iiomimition which was a hit late. In these circumstances, if the 
House agrees, then the Europ(\nis ma.N he given sj>ecial permission to put 
in their nomination and we can settle matters ])y a little adjustment among 
ourselves. There need ])e no election, and this prayer J make in the interest 
of proportional representation for all sections in the House. 

Mr. J. B. ROSS: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, perhaps a won! of 
explanation is called for from me. You will recall tliat the Hon’ hie the 
President w’as not very well on the day he made the announcement that the 
nomination had to he made hy a certain date. We, o 7 i this side of the 
House, could not hear him di.stinctly. The result was that the announcMi- 
ment escaped our attention and we omitted to submit our nomination at the 
correct time. If a way can he found of permitting our c^indidate — we have 
been represented on the Committee of Privileges since the inception of the 
CJouncil — to stand for election again, we sKnll *be very grateful. In the 
meantime, I accept full responsibility for the omission to put in the name of 
the candidate on the due date. 
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Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: I think thig can be dene by mutual 
arrangement. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Personally, I quite agree tliat there should 
be representation from the Europejin Party. But under the existing rules 
there is no provision for sending any fresh notice calling for nominatipja. 
It was duly announced on the floor of the House. I am very sorry thai 
members of the European group could not follow the proceedings and did 
not file the nomination in due time. In the circumstances, I have noifOther 
alternative hut to announce the result. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, would you permit 
resignation on the floor of the Houser' 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: This difficulty can he overcome if any 
Hon’hle Member whose nomination has been accepted withdraws and in his 
phice a representative fTX)m the European grou]) can be taken. I am now 
announcing the result. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD : Sir, from the Pix)gressive 
gioup two nomiimtions have been sent in 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Pnder Standing Order 19, 
I declare the following members duly elected to the Committee of 
Privileges : — 

(1) Itaja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, 

(2) Thai Siihib Jogendra Nath Hoy, 

(3) Khan Saliib Abul (juasem, 

(4) Begum Hamida Moinin, 

(5) Mr. Moazzem Ali Cliowdhury, 

(()) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, and 

(7) Khan Bahadur Hezwuiul Haider Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: From our side one member is 
willing to resign to accommodate a representative of the European group. 

Mr. MOAZZEMALI CHOWDHURY: Sir, I am quite willing to with- 
draw my name from the list, if I may be permitted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Perhaps he will have to send in a notice 
to that effect. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If the honourable member will please 
send in a written notice to that effect to the Ck)uncil Office, action will be 
taken in due course. 
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iff dk ROSS 8 Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I would like to express my 

‘ k|pnd^ to the honourable member for his offer to accommodate my party in 

tla#$iianner. 

. m 


Nofi-oflleial Bills. 

Mf. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now take up consideration 
o| the no^-ofticial Bills. The first motion stands in the name of liai Bahadur 
Brojepdra Mohan Maitra. 

The Advocates’ Robes Bill, 1941. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, I beg: 1*0 move 
that the Advocates’ Hobes Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. In doing 
so I do not think any lengthy speech will be necessiiry for the purpose of my 
Bill is set out fully in my SUitement of Objects and Beasons. 

Sir, all that I want is one uniform rol)e for all High Court Advocates. 
In fact, to a layman or even to the litigant public it must appear very strange 
that there are three classes of professional robes worn by one and the same 
body of Advocates. The High Court knows only one class of lawyers 
practising and pleading before it and that one class is the “Advocate”. 
Whoever is recruite<l for the purpose and in whatever manner must practise 
and plead as an Advocate and as none other. Yet you would see when you 
walk along the corridor of the Court building that there are Advocates 
wearing blue, others wearing black and then amongst the black you find 
that there are two kinds of gowns, the cut of one being widely divergent 
from the other. It is this diversity alone that I want by the Bill to be 
removed. Whatever be the colour, size and cut of the robe, I want that it 
must be the same for all Advocates. 

It is but fair, however, to the House that I should let my colleagues 
know that the diversity in robes has just a little history of its own. Sir, 
before the Bar Councils Act was passed by the India Ck)uncil in 1926, which 
for the first time recognised in principle or rather adopted one single Bar 
as the unit of pleading practitioners for each of the Provincial High Courts, 
there were in the High Court Barristers admitted as Advocates and Vakils, 
barring of course the Attorneys, with whom the present Bill has no concern. 
Gentlemen called to the Bar by the Inns of Court in England or in Ireland 
were knowm as Barristers, but whatever their other denomination might be 
the Letters Patent and the rules of Court admitted them into the Court 
only as Advocates. The other class, viz,, Vakil, was recruited from the 
law graduates of the various re(X)gnised Universities in India and was 
entitled on admission as such to practise and plead on the Appellate Side of 
the Court only. And Barristers and Vakils, each had his own separate rol)e. 
Previously there was no gown for the Vakils — “chadar” or “chapkan” with 
head-dress was the usual dress for them, but in J907, blue gowns without 
bands were prescribed for them. This state of things continued till 1925 
when the High Court of Calcutta modified its own rules of Court so as to 
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admit Vakils of 10 years’ standing to practise as Advocates with the aame 
status and etiquette as Advocates under the pre-existing rule. These newdj 
recruited Advocates from the rank of Vakils accordingly took the Advocates’ 
gown and bands which were really not different from the Barristers’ gowns 
and bands. The next stage is the passing of the Bar Councils Act in 
1926 which, as I have said before, gave statutory recognition to the 
principle of one Bar by doing away with the denomination and class of 
Vakil as a separate unit and directed the High Court to maintain 
one single roll of Advoc^ates. One should have expected that the i High 
Court at this time would, in conformity with the single roll of Advocates, 
make similar rules with regard to robes in order to bring uniformity. 
Curiously, however, the Hon’ble High Court instead of bringing uniformity 
in robes made the following rule in June 1929: (A) Advocates entered on 

the roll of Advocates of the High Court of Judicature at Fort William in 
Bengal will wear a black gown of alpaca cut after the pattern of the gown 
worn by King’s Ck)unsel with sleeves to the elbow only. (B) Advocates 
entitled to practise on the Original Side may wear bands. (C) Barristers 
may wear their own gown. (H) Advocates not entitled to practise on the 
Original Side will not wear Imnds. That is to say, the High (^urt in spite 
of the intentions of the Legislature would still mainhiin the distinction 
between classes of Advocates. This raised c^onsternaiion and on further 
representation the Court amended its rule by adding “that Advocates who 
had been Vakils might wear their blue gowns without bands’’. It is in this 
manner that the three kinds of robes came into existence : (i) an Advocate’s 

robe prescribed by the Court; (iV) a Barrister’s rol)e; (lit) a blue gown 
prescribed by the Court in 1907 for Vakils. And this in spite of the law 
expressly direc;ting the High Court to maintain a single roll of Advocates. 
Then, again, some of the Barrister Judges were so very conservative about 
the Original Side of the Court that in spite of the Court expressly ruling, as 
I have said, that Advocates who luive been Vakils may we<ir their blue gowns 
without Ixinds, one learned Judge sitting on the Original Side refused 
audience in Court to an Advocate robed in blue gown, though he was sworn 
in for the Original Side in that robe. And a Division Bench sitting in appeal 
from the Original Side took similar exception to an Advocate with blue gown. 
So that the Court itself has not followed its own rules. 

In this anomalous state of things I want the House to enact that there 
must be one uniform robe for all Advocates — be he a Barrister or non- 
Barrister in whatever manner qualified. And there is no reason why that 
should not be so. If you have only one single Bar you must also have 
one single robe. Passingly, 1 may also inform the House that the ten 
years’ rule for practice on the Original Side has also been modified now 
and only 6 years’ practice has been substituted, so that the distinction 
between the Original and the Appellate Sides of the Court is now practically 
gone. 

I have no special fane/ for the Barristers’ gown or any other robe. 
All thut I have wanted is uniformity. Let the Court decide on the kind 
of robe. This is what I have provided for in section 4 of the Bill. 
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Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Advocates* Robes 
Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, my hon’bie 
colleague Khan Bahadur Abdul Karim will formally move this amendment, 
but as there is another amendment by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, T wish to 
say here that 1 am prepared to accept his amendment. 

Now, Sir, I have heard Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra's speech 
with deep interest. There is no question that t]i<‘ dift'erence in the various 
cadres in the profession has agitated the minds of the memheis of tlie Indian 
Bar for a considerable length of time. The difterence is piindy historical 
in origin. AVhen the Supreme Court of Calcutta was establisl»ed in 1773 
only members of the English Bar started practice before the High C^ourt 
and as time went on we saw three sets of lawyers practising before the High 
Court: (1) members of the English Ihir, (2) solicitors who are called 
members of the Incorporated Society and (3) Vakils. Sir, it was found 
difficult to maintain the convention of the Court that any member of the 
English Bar whatever his standing in the profession may be was senior 
in the matter of audience before the Court to any member of the Vakil 
Bar. JThe complaint was genuine with the result that the Bar ('ouncils 
Act came into operation for the purpose of making one uniform rule for 
the three brancdies of the profession. Now, my hon’ble friend wishes to 
move this Bill for the purpose of removing the existing discrimination in the 
matter of robes. My hon’ble friend must be a sedulous student of (’arlyle. 
In the 19th century Carlyle spoke of Sartor Resartus — clothes’ philosophy. 
Sir, I am proposing that tlie Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion for a specific reason. In spite of bringing pre.ssure upon the 
Hon’ble High Court by means of a legislative enactment may I suggest to 
my hon’ble friend that I may as Judicial Minister of this province be 
permitted the privilege of being in contact with the Hon’ble High Ck)urt, 
so that this particular grievance may be enquired into and considered by 
the Hon’ble High Court in the first instance!'' Sir, I might remind you 
that the Hon’ble High Court is not irresponsive to the legitimate wishes 
and aspirations of the Legislature. During the last session I gave an 
assurance to this House that with reference to one matter, namely, the saying 
of Jumma prayer on Friday in the High Court I would take the matter to 
the Hon’ble the Chief Justice and his other hon’ble colleagues and I am 
glad to announce to-day in this connection that the iron’ble the High 
Court has listened to the request which was made by Government on behalf 
of the Muslims of this i)rovince. 

This matter, Sir, I shall also explain to the Hon’ble High (Wrt who, 
I hope, will realise the legislative point of view. I, therefore, suggest that 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
30th of April, 1943. If you will allow me to accept the amendment of 
my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, then I shall substitute 30th of April, 
1943, by the 3l8t January, 1943. With your permission my hon’ble 
colleague will just formally move it. 
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TN Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
the 30th April, 1943. 

lira LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that in the motion 
of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim relating to the Advocates’ 
Robes Bill, 1941, for the words and figures “the 30th April, 1943”, the 
words and figures “the 3l8t January, 1943” be substituted. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to support the 
motion of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. In view of the assurance that has been 
given by the Hoii’ble Mr. Banerjee, I think we should wait to see what the 
High Court 

Mr« DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Two amendments have been moved, one* 
by Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim which runs as follows: — 

That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon, 
by the 30th April, 1943, 

and another by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das which reads as follows: — - 

That in the motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim 
relating to this Bill, for the words and figugres “the 30th April, 
1943” the words and figures “the 31st January, 1943” be 
substituted. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: As I was saying, Sir, when 
I moved the Bill for amendment of the Bar Council Act for the purpose 
of putting the members of the profession on both sides on the same footing, 
the High Court very reasonably considered the question and, in fact, has 
now put all sections of the profession, — except on the question of robes, 
on equal footing. If it is brought to the notice of the High Court, — 
though on the past occasion the Court was divided — for the purpose of 
removing this distinction, now that the Advocates happen to be adequately 
represented, on the Bench; it may be expected that they will be able to 
induce the Barrister Judges who are still opposed to removing this 
distinction. 

They may change their attitude and give effect to this very modest 
request. For this purpose, I submit that as the Hon’ble the Minister-in- 
charge has accepted the amendment of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, the House 
also should accept the amendment and give an opi>ortunity to the High Court 
to change its attitude, failing which I submit the Government should support 
the Bill of Rai Bahadur Brojeiidra Mohan Maitra and give effect to it. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahlidur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I accept the 
amendment moved by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 3l8t January, 1943. 
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Mf" DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
in tlio motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim relating 
to the Advocates’ Robes Bill, for the words -and figures “the 30th April, 
1943 ”, the words and figures “the Slst January, 1943” be substituted. 

(The original amendment, as further amended, was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Hindu Women’s Ris^ts to Agrioultural Land Bill, 1841. 

Khu Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: I beg to move that the 
Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to Agricultural Land Bill, 1941, be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister-in-charge of 

the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

(4) Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose, 

(5) Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

(6*) Mr, Shrish Chandra Chakraverty, 

(7) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(8) Mr. J. B. Ross, 

(9) Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury, 

(10) Mr. Sachindra Narayan Sanyal, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th September, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

But with your permission, Sir, I would like to change the date — 30th 
September, 1942— to the loth November, 1942, as I think this date will 
be more suitable for the purpose. 

Sir, the House is aware of the history of this Bill. A Central Act was 
passed relating to the properties of Hindu widows. It was found that the 
Bill was passed in the Council of State after the Government of India Act 
of 1935 came into operation. By this Act, the devolution of rights to 
“agricultural land” had become a provincial subject. So the matter 
went to the Federal Court and that Court has held that that part of the 
Act which relates to agricultural land in the Governors’ Provinces was 
ultra vires. We have now two sets of contradictory laws on the subject, 
one a Central Act dealing with properties which are not agricultural and 
an anomalous law for agricultural land in the povernors’ provinces. This 
anomaly has led to considerable dislocation regarding Hindu widows^ rights. 
In fact, agricultural land forms a very large part of the properties in the 
mofussil and so there is a gap in the rule relating to the major part of the 
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properties of Hindu widows. That is why I was induced to submit this 
Bill for the consideration of the House. My friend Bai Bahadur Manmatha 
Nath Bose has also given notice of a Bill on similar lines. 

I understand there are a few Bills which were submitted in another 
place in this Legislature on similar lines. This Bill is the first to have 
been introduced in any Legislature in India. This Bill, Sir, is very 
important. It is calculated to remove a lacuna in the Act. With regard 
to the drafting of the Bill, the matter has been considered by the Rau 
Committee. It has fully gone into the difficulties and anomalies which may 
arise. The Bill was circulated for eliciting public opinion thereoh and a 
very large volume of public opinion was received in favour of it. Some 
defects have been pointed out by Mr. Barua of our side of the House and 
a few others. Tliese have been carefully considered by the Rau Committee 
and it has come to a decision on the matter. It has suggested an all-India 
Act at a future date. They have settled a draft for the consideration of 
the Provincial Legislature. I understand that the Government of India 
have sent a draft Bill for consideration of the Provincial Legislature and 
one has been received by the Government of Bengal. That is also on 
similar lines to this Bill. The object of the present motion is to consider 
the present Bill along with the suggestions of the Government of India and 
the report of the Rau Committee as well as other similar Bills which are 
pending. If a full consideration takes place, I tliink a formula may be 
arrived at and a proper draft may come out of the Select Committee. With 
these words, I (mmmend my motion to the acce])tance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Hindu 
Women’s Rights to Agricultural Land Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose, 

(5) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(6) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverty, 

(7) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(8) Mr. J. B. Ross, 

(9) Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury, 

(10) Mr. Sachindra Narayan Sanyal, and 

(11) the mover, 

« 

with instructions to submit their report by the 15th November, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 
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Mr* ME$BAHUDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir, The 
Opposition has not got adequate number of members on the Select Committee 
as provided by the rule. According to rule'^e should have at least 3 
members on the Select Committee. But we have got only Mr. Nur Ahmed 
of our party on this Committee. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the point of order 
raised by my friend Mr. Mesbahiiddin Ahmed is a sound one. But I may 
point out that this Bill relates to Hindu widows only and I thought there 
would iv)t be any objection if a departure is made in this case. I can assure 
the members opposite that it was not witli a spirit of excluding the mem- 
bers of a particular section of the House that these names were given. It 
was thought that in this committee, more Hindus would be desirable, as 
this Bill concerns the Hindus only. It is only a matter of pride that I 
have had the good fortune of bringing forward this Bill first in order of time 
to serve the Hindu community. 1, however, think the matter may he settled 
amicably. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Does Khan Bahadur Nazir- 
uddin.^hmad exclude himself from the Muslim community — lie is taking 
this interest for the Hindu widows 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, it would appear that Khan Bahadur 
Naziruddin Ahmad exempted himself from the category of Muslims. I 
think, Sir, he should not have concerned himself and taken the initiative in 
this matter. It is in the fitness of things that he should have waited for a 
Hindu member to move a Bill of this kind. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, it is a most queer way 
of looking at things. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H06AIN: Sir, I beg to 
draw the attention of the House to rule o(}(2) of our Rules which clearly • 
ahows the manner in which the select committee personnel should be fixed 
“represent — as far as possible the different parties in the Council^. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED. The opposition has always got four 
seats. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The objection raised by the Opposition 
has considerable force and clause (2) of rule 56 also supports the contention 
of the Opposition. But there is one difficulty as regards the interpretation 
of the words “as far as possible” in the rule. So, in this case it would be an 
act of good grace if this question is settled by mutual agreement. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: This may be settled by the 
whips of the different parties. In fact, this Bill is being referred to 22 
members of the Select Committee sitting simultaneously. 
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Kh^ll BahIMliir NAZIRUDDIN AHMAII^ No, there are two Bilk. 

Mr, LALJT CHANDRA DA$: My friends over the opposite should not 
be impatient. The other motion has not yet been moved. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY? Sir, I beg to propose a short* 
notice amendment to this Select Committee motion to the effect that 3 more 
members of the Opposition should be in the Select Committee, namely, 
Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib Abul Quasem and Dr. Kasiruddin 
Talukdar. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. But you cannot increase the total number 
of the personnel. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CH0WDHURY9 Let them find out who will 
go out. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, may I 
suggest that this Bill may be passed over for the time being. In the, mean- 
time, we may have a talk with the different parties and arrive at a settlement. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: A point of order has been raised by 
the Opposition regarding the number of members to be taken from the 
Opposition in the Select Committees. But before I give ruling on this point 
I think, as has been suggested by the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, 
that the different j)arties should meet and try to arrive at an amicable settle- 
ment. So I adjourn the House for 10 minutes. 

(The House re-assembled at 3-20 p.m. after the adjournment.) 

Raj Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Sir, I do not think 

it will be possible to bring about a settlement regarding the constitution of 
the Select Committee. So, with your permission, I beg to move an amend- 
ment. My amendment is that for the names of Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 
and Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakrabarty, the names of Khan Sahib Abul 
Quasem and Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra be substituted. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: With your 
permission, I will read 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Let me put the amendment of Rai Baha- 
dur Banerjee. Amendment moved: that for the names of Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Datta and Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakrabarty the following names be 
substituted, namely ; — * 

(1) Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, and 

(2) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maiire. 
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Wtan MiMiir SAlYfiO MUAZIAMUDDm HMAIN: Sir, I proposf^ 
another short-notice amendment. For the name of Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Datta, the name of Khan Sahib Abul Quasem b^ substituted and for the 
• name of Mr. Sachindra Narayan Sanyal the name of Mr. Hamidul Hucj 
Chowdhury be substituted. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have received notice of another short- 
notice amendment from the Leader of the Opposition, as follows: — 

‘Hhat in place of the names Bankim Chandra Datta, and Sachindra 
•Narayan Sanyal** the names of “Khan Sahib Abul v^uasem** an4 
“Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury** he substituted. 

I regret very much that on a trifling matter like this no compromise 
could be effected between the parties. 

I shall now put the amendment of Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee 
to vote. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUA2ZAMUDDIN H08AIN; On a point of 
order, Sir. Is it rather not a matter to be decided according to the rules^ 
of this* House and not by vote, be(‘ause according to the rule?< the Opposition 
is to get a quota projjortionate to the strength of the party? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: But “as far as possible ’*. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes, certainly 
as far as possible; but here it was not impossible to get a larger numlwr 
from the Opposition. It is quite possible to give the Opposition Ihree- 
members and we are entitled to get this number as a matter of riglit. My 
submission, therefore, is that Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s amendment should 
not be put to vote, but it should be decided acc(»rding 1o the rule as it stands. 
According to rule, I may repeat, we are entitled to a quota of three. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. When two honourable* 
members have moved two short-notice amendments, I thought that the 
Opposition waived their claim to have a ruling from the, Chair on the point 
of order raised by Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. If the Opposition insists on- 
8 ruling, then I shall give my ruling. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, Sir, we do insist on a ruling 
from the Chair, so that in future such a thing may not happen again. The 
Congress party had their quota of three or four members on every Select 
Committee, although we have a larger membership in this House than the- 
Congress. We should have at least four members on Select Committees. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDEMT: Order, order. Rule 56 is clear on this 
point, that Select Committees should be constituted of members propor- 
tional to the number of the members of the parties. In this case I And 
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that the motion moved by £han Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad militates 
against rule 56(2). So I rule the motion out of order. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: In that case, Sir, suitable 
amendments in the personnel may be allowed by changing some names. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Order, order. 

The Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Billp 1S41i. 

Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Hindu Women’s llights to Property Bill, 1941, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the llevenue Department, 

(2) Dr. Itadlia Kumud Mookerji, 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(4) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverty, 

(5) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(6) Eai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

<8) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 

(10) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within two months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be neces- 
sary to constitute a quorum shall be three. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Hindu 
Women’s Eights to Property Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the Eevenue Department, 

(2) Dr. Eadha Kumud Mookerji, 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(4) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverty, 

(5) Mr. Lalit Chandra Pas, 

(6) Eai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 
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(8) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosair, 

(10) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhurs', and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions lo submit their report within two months from the date of 
reference and that the number of meiiibers whose presence shall be neces- 
sary to constitute a quorum shall be three. 

Mr. 'MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: May T point out, Sir, here there is 
the same difficulty as in the case just now decided? 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD; Sir, I also support the objec- 
tion raised by m\ friend opposite, especially in view of the fact that the 
next resolution coming from the Opposition offends against the rule more 
horribly than this one. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Tmler the same rule bb, I regret I have 
to rule this motion also out of order. 


The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Court of Wards 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the llon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the Revenue Department, 

(2) Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(5) Mr. J. B. Ross, 

(6) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, and 

(9) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within three months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be neces- 
sary to constitute a quorum shall be three. 

Sir, in moving this motion I do not like to deliver a long speech. The 
principle of the Bill has been explained more than once in this House, In 
this Bill t^e debvttar and wakf estates have been included and the definir 
tion of these estates clearly set out. This Bifl is designed to benefit the 
insanes, widows and imbeciles, and I hope the House will accept my 
motion. 
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Mri DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Court of 
Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of the 

llevenue Department, 

(2) Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(5) Mr. J. B. Ross, 

(6) Mr, Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, and 

(9) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within three months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be neces- 
sary to constitute a quorum shall be three. 

% 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; On a point of order, Sir. I 
find that there are 9 meml)ers in this Select Committee. The Opposition 
would be entitled to 3 seats only if there were 11 persons in the Select 
Committee, In this case tlie total number of the proposed committee is 
only 9 and so the quota of the Opposition should be something less than 2. 
The proposed allotment of seats in this Select Committee is more in contra- 
vention of the rule because thougli we are larger in number we have been 
given only 3 seats just like the Opposition. So it offends against the 
salutary rule which has been formulated by the T^eader of the Opposition 
and I seek liis authority to uphold my objection. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: Sir, 
I also find that none of my party has been represented on the Select Com- 
mittee. Xlnder tlie present rule and also under your ruling, I think this 
motion too is out of order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, may I move 
my amendment, so that all the points of order may lie buried for the time 
being P 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: But the point of order must 
be decided first. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Then, Sir, may I move a short-notice amend- 
ment ? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: But during a point of order 
nothing can be raised except another point of order to this one. 
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Khtil Sahib ABUL QUASEMt Sir, may 1 have your permission to move 
a short-notice amendment ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But before I permit j^ou to move the 
short-notice? amendment, I shall have to decide the point of order raised. I 
am of opinion that the objection raised by the Leader of the Progressive 
Coalition Party is valid and so 1 rule this motion out of order. 


The Bengal Urban Poor Relief Bill, 1940. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the Bengal Urban Poor Belief Bill, 1940, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of: — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, Minister in charge of the 
Public llealtli and liocjal Self-Government Department, 

<2) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(3) Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, 

(4) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(5) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(6) Mr, R. W. N. Ferguson, 

(7) Rai Sahib Jogendra Nath Roy, 

(8) Mr, Lalit Chandra Das, 

(9) Mr. Naresh Nath Mocker jee, 

(10) Rai Manmatha Nath Bose Bahadur, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 22nd December, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

Sir, in moving this motion 1 have only to give a very brief account or 
rather purport of the Bill which I propose to send to the Select Committee. 
Sir, the Bill provides that two separate lists should be maintained in every 
municipality — one of ordinary decrepit poor persons who cannot earn their 
livelihood except by begging and the other of disabled and indigents wn’th 
infectious diseases such as leprosy and other diseases. These lists should 
be prepared by every municipality and the municipality should arrange 
for the segregation and maintenance of indigents and diseased persons 
suffering from contagious diseases. These are the only two juovisions of 
the Bill and I think it is certainly a move in the right direction. After 
the Bill was sent out for eliciting public opinion, it was found that all the 
persons and associations who gave their oi)inions aie in favour of the object 
of the Bill. Only in respect of some of the provisions there have b<*en 
certain objections. Some of them objected on the ground that maintenance 
of people sufltering from contagious diseases will mean an influx into all 
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municipalities of people with infectious diseases and it would be beyond 
the capacity of the municipalities to maintain them. I think, Sir, this can 
be obviated if the Bill is sent to the Select Committee which can make a 
provision that any one coming to the municipality with infectious diseases 
after the preparation of the list will not be entitled to any help. If some 
such provision is made, there cannot be any object ion. There is another 
objeijtion that the resources of the municipalities are slender and it will 
not be possible to maintain the lepers. Sir, I think a start should be given 
and then it would be for the (lovernnient to come forward and render 
necessary help. As a Member of the Upper House, I think we cannot 
initiate any finance Bill which proposes any taxation. That was the 
reason why I could not provide any finance for this Bill. It would be for 
the Government to do the needful if they find that it is not possible for the 
municipalities to undertake the w’ork. I think, Sir, it cannot be denied 
by anybody, whether he is in o])po8ition or not, that it is a laudable object 
and something should be done. Time has come when something should be 
done for the poor of the country, specially for the poor with infectious 
diseases. Government has got two obligations to discharge in this connection. 
One obligation is for the peojde who live in the town. They have to see 
that the disease does not spread in the town, and secondly they have to see 
that those people with diseases who roam about in the town are somehow 
maintained. Their means of living is begging and begging by such persons 
means a great danger to the public. I think this is a matter which should 
receive our attention. It would be regrettable if this Bill is sent for re- 
circulation as is proposed by Government. It w^ould mean virtually throw- 
ing out the Bill. Then it will mean that the Government has not sympathy 
with the object of the Bill. Let the Government come forward and say 
that they promise to introduce a comprehensive Bill in which they will put 
in all the provisions of this Bill, and they will improve upon it, instead of 
throwing it out. If the Government can give an assurance like that, I will 
be glad to withdraw my Bill. Otherwise, I think a Bill like this should not 
be thrown out or deferred on the plea that it should be re-circulated. With 
these words, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Urban 
Poor Relief Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, Minister in charge of the 

Public Health and Local Self-Government Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(d) Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, 

(4) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(5) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(6) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, 

(7) Rai Sahib Jogendra Nath Roy, 

(8) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 
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(9) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

(10) Rai Manmatha Nath Bose Bahadur, and 

(11) the mover, 

Tvith instructions to submit their report by the ‘22nd l)e(‘eniber, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necesasry to (‘onstitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of ordeiv 
Sir. I find that in this particular case also, the motion olfends apiinst 
rule 56 on which other motions have been ruled out The siinj^le ^^round 
is that the Coalition Party is unrepresented in the Select (^oinniittee and 
no representation has been ^iven to that party. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The Coalition 
Party has been given its full quota. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On the contrary, no 
representation has been given to the Coalition Party. 

• 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I do not 

know how the hon’ble member (*an put ii[) such a (^onlention. There are 
Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, Mr. Amulya Bhone Roy, Rai Sahib 
Jogendra Nath Roy, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and Mr. Naresh Nath 
Mookerjee. There are as many as five members put u]» and still the hon’ble 
member says that the party is unrepresented? 

Rai Bahaur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Rai Sahib Jogendra 
Nath Roy belongs to the Progressive l^arty. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Well, at 
least four members have been nomijiated. Besides, every other party has 
been given seats. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: But not the 

Congress group. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Well, the 
Congress party is not attending the present session. Besides, on a previous 
occasion the Chair ruled that as the Congress party was not attending, it 
might be left out in constituting Select Committees. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: That was no ruling but a 
passing remark by the Chair; it did not constitute a definite ruling by the 
Chair. Therefore, acting upon that would have the effect of contravening 
the rules. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN ItOBAIII: Well, in this 
<case the words '"as far as possible'^ might apply. 

MTi deputy presidents Is it the contention of Bai Keshah 
Chandra Banerjee Bahadur that the Congress Party is not at all represent- 
ed? 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Tes, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The Progressive Coalition 
Party has not been able to secure its proper re])resentation either. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Why, they 
Lave got as many as five members — more than their quota. What is the 
total number of your party? — ^perhaps not more than 18. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: There is a list in the office 
•which shows our membership — perahps it is 18 in number. 

Mra DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Progressive Coalition 
Party has got 5 representatives and the Progressive Party has got two on 
the Select Committee. On a careful consideration I find that, strictly 
■npetiking, this motion does not militate against rule 50, because the Congress 
•Group is not attending this session. So I think the Opposition is entitled 
to get the benefit of the rider ‘‘as far as possible”. Therefore, I hold the 
motion to be in order. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bill be re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
^Ist March, 1943. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved: that the Bengal 
Urban Poor Relief Bill, 1940, be re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
further opinion thereon by 31st March, 1943. 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, the Hon’blo Minister who has 
proposed that this Bill should be re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
further opinion has not vouchsafed any reason as to why this course should 
Le adopted. The honffile member in charge of the Bill has already given 
an indication of the opinions that have been received as a result of circula- 
tion that was previously made and has also given an analysis of the different 
views elicited. He said that there is a consensus of opinion in favour of 
the object of the Bill : as regards the workability of the Bill there has 
been objection. Now, Sir, what we should like to know is whether the 
Government is in favour of the Bill or whether they object to this Bill. If 
they are in favour of this Bill, then what is the use of sending it for 
circulation again and again ? Will the Government make a clear declaration 
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as to their iiiientiou in this I'espeei)' If they do not favour it, let them 
declare it and I can understand that. But what is tlie use of taking the 
subterfuge of circulation after circulation if they do not favour it? Let 
them give tlieir clear views on the point^ — whether they are in favour of the 
principle of the Bill or they are opposed to it. If they are in favour, if 
they have no objection, then why should not the Bill be sent to a Select 
Committee, as has been suggested by the Leader of the Opposition? May 
I humbly enquire how manj' times is this Bill to be circulated? It has 
already been circulated and opinions have been rtH'eived. If it is again 
circulated, some more opinions will be collected and they will be printed. 
Printing in these days is a costly affair, the price of pn])er is very high ; 
so fresh circulation will mean waste of money and time as well. Again 1 
appeal to the Government to state clearly whether they are in favour of or 
against this Bill. Let them kill it if they do not like it; but what is the 
use of wasting the time of the House and of jiublic money? I must siiy 
that the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge has not been fair to the House. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: When I asked that 
this Bill be circulated again, evidently I meant that the o])inion8 already 
received and received up 1o date were not suffi('ient lo enable the Govern- 
ment to make up their mind, especially in view of the fact that the Bill 
was introduced as far back as 1940 and that it may be necessary to modify 
our attitude. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
the Bengal Urban Poor Relief Bill, 1940, be re-cin ubited for the purpose 
of eliciting further opinion thereon by 31st March, 1943. 

The motion being put, a Division was called with the following result : — 


AYES— 16. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nazfmuddin. 
Banerjee, Ral Bahadur K. C. 

Barua, Mr. D. L. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Khorshad Alam. 
Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Razzaqui 
Haidar. 

Das, Mr. L. C. 

Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

Karim, Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 
M. Abdul. 


Lamb, Sir T. 

Mookarjaa, Mr. Narath Nath. 

NImmo, Mr. T. B. 

Ray, Mr. Nagendra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Amulyadhona. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Radhioa Bhutan. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. B. K. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan. 


NOEfr-6. 


Ahmad, Mr. Maabahuddin. 

Ahmad, Mr. Nur. 

Hotain, Khan Bahadur Saiyad Muazzam- 
uddin. 


Molla, Khan Sahib Subldali. 
Momin, Bagum Hamida. 
Quasam, Khan Sahib Abul. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. 
For the amendment — 16; against the amendment — 6, 

The amendment is, therefore, carried. 

18 
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The Bengal Land Alienation Bill, 1940. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bill be referred to a Select (Vimmittee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(r‘l) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(4) Mr. Lalit (Chandra Das, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(6) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(7) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

(8) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(9) Rai Manmatha Nath Bose Bahadur, 

(10) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 22nd December, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be nec essary to constitute 
a ({uoruin shall be four. 

The object of the Bill is to restrict the Iransfer of lands to non-agricul- 
turists and also to people already having a large (luantity of land. Provi- 
sion has been made to the effect that at the time of executing a transfer 
deed, the transferee or his authorised agent shall have to note in the 
document that he has not more than a certain quantity of land in his 
possession and that he is not a non-agriculturist. If this statement is 
found at any time to be untrue, the whole transaction will stand cancelled 
and the land will go back to the original vendor. This is the real object 
of the Bill. Sir, lands are fast passing to a large extent into the hands of 
non-agricmlturists who are not able to cultivate the lands themselves and 
so let out to hargiulan or io under-tenants. This is not desirable and the 
time has come that lands should be retained in the hands of real agricul- 
turists. They should have sufficient land b) get on with. 

I may also mention, Sir, that since the passing of the last Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act, the number of transfers has increased 
tremendously. Practically it has become double the number, whereas the 
number of mortgages has gone down by half. This indicates how fast land 
is passing out of the hands of the agriculturists. It is, therefore, time 
that Gfovernment should intervene and do something to prevent the land 
from passing out of the hands of the agricTilturists. It is with this object 
in view that I have brought forward this Bill and I hope the House will 
agree in referring the Bill t(? Select Committee. 

With these remarks, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Land 
Alienation Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(o) Khan Bahadur Naziruddiii Ahmad, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(0) Mr. Amulyadhoue Roy, 

(7) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

(8) Mr. Humayuii Kabir, 

(9) Rai Maiimatha Nath Bose Bahadur, 

(10) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, and 

(11) tlie mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 22nd December, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 rise on a i>oint of 
order. The Leader of the Opposition laid down a very salul^iry rule that 
they were entitled io three members on every Select Committee of eleven 
members, although the Whip of the Party is of the opinion that they are 
entitled to four. In this case, however, it is found that they have put down 
only two members of their party on the Select (Jommittee, and have thereby 
contravened the rule. Although it is their own Bill, yet the rule must be 
interpreted equally in all cases. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, it was due to an oversight. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I quite realise that there 
has been an oversight, but there is no reason why it should not be subject 
to the ordinary rule. It is now said to be due to an oversight, but the 
error in an earlier motion was also due to oversight and not to over-zealous- 
ness. Each is due to an oversight and the earlier oversight was not allowed 
to contravene the rule. The arguments advanced by the Lea<ler of the 
Opposition regarding the quota of his party on a Select Committee must 
be accepted. In these circumstances, it is clear that the Opposition itself is, 
according to their own contention, under-represented on this Select Com- 
mittee of their own, but that cannot be allowed ; the spirit of the rule is 
absolute and cannot be contravened. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDdIn HOSAiN: Mr. Deputy 
President, unless you permit me to move a short-notice omendment, I would 
be compelled to ask the leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 
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Mft DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Is it the pleasure of the 
House to give the mover leave to withdraw his motion? 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As there is no dissentient voice, the 
motion is, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The Bengal Emergency Rent Remission Bill, 1941. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 1 beg to move 
that the Bengal Emergency Rent Remission Bill, 1041, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Ilon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(fi) Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, 

(4) Rai Manmatha Nath Bose Bahadur, 

(5) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(6) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha, 

(10) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, and 

(111) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 22nd December, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, this is a 
simple Bill 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order. Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order, let Khan Bahadur finish 
his speech. You go on Khan Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The object 
of this Bill is to give relief to the tenants holding tenancy under the private 
zemindars. During distress and famine, if their crops are destroyed by 
flood or drought they would be given relief just as tenants under the khas 
mahal get 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can I not rise on a point of order. Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, what is your point of order? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA *DAS: My point of order is that the motion is 
out of order and he cannot speak so far as this motion is concerned. It is 
mere waste of time. 
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Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Let him finish his speech. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How can he speak if the motion is out 
of order? 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I will cut 
short my speech. 1 know what would be the fate of my motion. The 
object of this Bill is to j?ive some relief to the tenants under the private 
zemindars, tlie same relief wliich is granteil to the tenants of the khan 
mahal. ^Why should the tenants of the private zemindars suli’er and be 
deprived of this relief when the X/ni.s* nuihuJ tenants ^f-et it? Sir, under 
tile rules, when crops are destroyed on account of distress or drought, the 
khns nuiftal tenants g:et certain remission of their rent. But the private 
zemindars do not give such remission to their tenants; this is very unfair. 
In the Touzi Manual, tliere is a special provision that the zemindars would 
get remission of tlieir revenue provided they take proportionately I'educed 
rent from their tenants. So far as I remember, the proportion is — if the 
zemindar makes a remission of Ks. 100, he is entitled to a remission of 
Rs. 20 or dO. So, as the portion is not equal, no private zemindar takes 
advantage of this provision. The tenants thus suffer in spite of there being 
a provision in the Touzi Manual. This is very undesirable and the tenants 
under the private zemindars do not deserve this sort of treatment. This is 
the reason why I have brought this Bill to give relief to the tenants under 
the private zemindars as their brother-tenants under the khas mahal get and 
I hope the House will agree to this Bill being sent to the Select Committee. 

Mr- .DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Emergency 
Kent 'Remission Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of — 


(1) the Ilon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(d) Khan Sahib Abul Quasein, 

(4) Rai Manmatha Nath Bose Bahadur, 

(5) ^ Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(6) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha, 

(10) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the ^2nd December, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of 
order, Sir. I find again that in this motion also rule 5G has been 
(3ontravened in that proper representation has not been given to the 
Progressive Party. Only one person has been included. I find also the 
name of only one member of the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party on 
the Select Committee, whereas according to their pariy strength they are 
entitled to 3 and the Progressive Party 2. I ask your ruling on this point. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Looking at lists of the 
members constituting the different groups I find that the total strength of 
the Congress Parliamentary Party is 7 and that of the Progressive Party G. 
So, the two parties are entitled to oiie seat each and they liave got it. I 
rule your objection out of order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bengal Emergency Rent Remission Bill, 1941, be re-circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting furtlier opinion tliereon by the 31st August, 
1943. 

Sir, this Bill has a chequered career. It was first introduced on the 
Ibth March, 1940. It then rested for a while when the membership of 
the mover of the Bill expired on the 4th April, 1940. The previous 
(government at a Cabinet decision clecided that a notice for circulation of 
the Bill should be given. That was done. Sir, my hon’ble friend, the 
mover of the Bill, invited the opinion of eiglit ijublic bodies and I find 
from the records that most of them were against the proposed measure. 
The Statement of Objects and Reasons states specifically that the Bfengal 
Tenancy Act deals with the reduction of rent only in section 38, but 
according to my hon’ble friend the provisions were not satisfactory and 
so he was obliged to introduce this measure before the House to deal 
with the abnormal low prices of 1930-3(1. 8o, this is an ancient thing. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Banerjee, how long will you take 
to finish your speech? 

The Hon*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall finish 
within two minutes. According to my friend, the Bill deserves to be 
passed unopposed, but my hoirble friend is a dreamer and the i)rin(iiples 
set forth in the Bill are princijdes which ai)peal to the sentiments. I am, 
therefore, obliged to move this amendment for re-circulation. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bengal 
Emergency Rent Remissichi Bill, 1941, be recirculated for the purpose of 
eliciting further opinion thereon by the 3l8t August, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Will the lieader of the House be 
pleased to tell us to which date the Hou.se would be adjourned and what will 
be the business on that dayf 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The (^)iincil lueots 
next on Tuesday, the 21>t-h instant, for further debate on the Chief 
Minister’s statement. One day has already b(‘en devoted and (Govern- 
ment will allow two more days. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: What is the ditheiilty of meetiiiR 
on Monday? 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; I wish to 
submit, vSir, that we have tabled about 14 motions of whi(di we have 
selected 5 to be actually discussed. If we are not allowed the facility of 
discussing? them, T think, it would be shutting? us out. I think it is 
desirable and the Ifon’ble the Leader of the House will agree, if neces- 
sary, to have a sitting on Monday, so that the remaining b motions may bi* 
discussed. Two days will be necessary to discuss the five molions. 1 liope 
the Leader of the House will kindly concede ihis and |>(‘rmit us lo lia\e a 
sitting on Monday and also on Tuesday. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: T think the rate at whidi 
we are progressing will take full 5 days. If we are to discuss 5 motions, 
I should rather think that we should have b days from Monday. 

Thi Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: T am afraid T 

cannot make any promise. Hut T ran say this that we shall ronsidcu’ the 
matter on Tuesday after we have proceeded with some jmrt of the business. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: What is the difficulty of meeting 
on Monday? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: We have other 
businesa; 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Certainl.v this House has got its 
own privileges. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I have already 
announced 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It * » not a question of 
announcement. Members have come from the mufassil and they cannot 
be kept waiting while (jovernment w411 be transacting other business. 
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Tha HOfi’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Conveniently, I 
cannot take up any business on Monday and I have announced already 
that the next sitting will be on Tuesday. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it has been the practice 
hitherto for the Chair to consult the Leader of the Opposition in deciding 
the sittings of the House. It is not for my friend to say that I have already 
announced. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sii*, is it 

only the personal convenience of a pariicular Minister that settles or 
decides whether the lloxise should sit on a ])articular day or not? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mi ABDUL KARIM: Sir, this is not due 

to my persoruil convenience, but it is the decision of the Government tliat 
the Upper House shall not sit on Monday but on Tuesday. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Order, order. As far as I have under- 
slood the Opposition’s point of view, I think they are anxious to have an 
extra day for the discussion of Ihe Premier’s slatement. And if I have 
correctly understood and followed the Leader of the House, he has neither 
accepted nor refused the reciuest of the Oi)position to grant them another day 
for the discussion of the statement. But he has agreed to consider the 
(luestion on Tuesday next. I do not think, therefore, that there is any 
reason to he anxious that no more time will he allotted for the discussion of 
the statement. Let us wait till Tuesday and see if Government can allot 
another day for the purpose. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: On a point of 
order . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. As it is c*onsiderahly 
past our usual time of sitting, I adjourn the House till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 29th September. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m, 
September, 1942. 


on Tuesday, the 29th • 
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Members absent. 

The following' members were absent from tlie meetirj^ held on tlie 25th 
September 1942: — 

(1) Mi. Kader Ifaksh. 

(2) Mr. S. r. Chakravarti. 

(d) Mr. B. r. Datta. 

(4) Mr. X. r. Datta. 

(o) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(b) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Mohd. Ksmail. 

(7) Mr. R. AV. N. Ferguson. 

(8) Air. K. li. (xoswami. 

(9) Af]’. Afoliamed llossain. 

(10) Kliaii Baliadur Syed Molid. (iliaziul llmj. 

(11) Alaubnia Aluliammad AKiam Khan. 

(12) Mr. AV. B. (i. I.aidlaw. 

(1*{) Afr. J. Mch'arlane. 

(Id) Dr. R. K. Mookerjc'e. 

(15) Air. R. I’al Fliow dJiui'> . 

(KO Klian Baliadui AIukleMir Rahman. 


R a i 

Saliib 

.1. 

N. 

Ray 

Dr. 

K. S. 

Ray. 


Rai 

Saliib 

J. 

At. 

Sen. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Second Session, 1942 — No. 6. 


The CorNCiL met in tlie Tie«‘islative CliamLer of tlm Lef^islntive 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 29th Septemher, 1942, at 2-15 
being the sixth day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to 
flection 62(,2)(rj) of tlie Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Klian Bahadur Audvl ITvmtd Chowduuky) was 
in the Chair, 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Salt and Fishery industries. 

10.* Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the TTon’hle Mi nister in charge of the 
Agriculture and Industries Depailmeiit he pleas(*d to state — 

{a) if any suitable measures have been ado])t(‘d and are ])roposed to be 
adoj)ted hy the Government of Bengal for the ilevelopnient of 
salt and fisliery industries in Ibmgal ; if so, what are they; if 
not, why not; 

{()) whether it ih a fact that on the motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

resolutions were unanimously passed in the Bengal liCgislative 
Council regarding development of, and lielp to, salt industries and 
fishery industries in Bengal; 

(c) if so, whether the Government propose to give ellect to these resolu- 
tions ; if so, what steps have been taken by them in this respect; 
if not, why not; 

{(1) whether it is a tact that some private enterprises for the manu- 
facture of salt have been set up in Chittagong; and 

(e) if so, whether tlie Government i)ropose to encourage these private 
enterprises with all possible helj)? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
and COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Nawab 
Khwaja Habihullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) With a view to relieving the 
present scarcity, Government have under examination a scheme for extend- 
ing the manufacture of salt hy cottage workers, and have appointed an 
expert for a period of six months for the purpdfee of perfecting this scheme 
and supervising its introduction. Advantage will also be taken of the 
opportunity of re-examining the possibilities of larger scale manufacture. 

20 
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In regard to fisheries, Government have appointed a Director of Fisheries 
who is being provided with a nucleus of technical staff consisting of 4 
District Fishery Officers and 5 Field Assistants. 

In view of the present emergency both departments have been directed 
to concentrate on schemes whi(*h are likely to have immediate importance 
in improving the food position. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) As stated above, effect is being given so far as the present emergency 
will permit. 

{d) One firm under the name of Chittagong Trading Union, Limited, 
Fulchari, Chittagong, lias been carrying on actual salt manufacture for the 
last four years, while a nev' company under the name of Eastern Salt 
Works, Limited, -P.O. Pathantooly, (ffiittagong, lias been registered early 
this year. It is not known whether this second firm is now ])roducing salt. 

(c) Government is desinms of assisting the establishment of this 
industry. The matter has been referred to the Bengal Industrial Survey 
Committee, and on rec^eipt of their report will be again (*onsidered. 

Loans advanced under the Bengal State Aid to Industries Act, i9S1. 

11. Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: Will the 
HonM)Ie Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department 
be pleased to state — 

{n) the amount of loan up to date advanced to different persons under 
section 19 (/) (d) of Ihe Bengal State Aid to Industries Act, 
1981, since the introduction of the said Act; 

{()) the amount recovered up till now; 

(c) whether there was any default in payment of the instalments ; if 

so, what action has been taken to recfiver the same; and 

(d) what is the highest amount of loan sanctioned to an individual or 

a company and the name of such person or the company? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: (a) 

Rs.1,43,765. 

(/>) Rs.75,6()7 in princi]>al and lls. 18,915 in interest. 

(c) \ es. In minor cases, the default, i.e., delay in the payment of loan 
instalments, was condoned either by Government or by the Board of Indus- 
tries. In other cases of default orders had to Ihj issued for the seizure and 
sale of the loanees’ properties for the realisation of dues under the Act, 
except in cases where at subsequent stages the i)arties concerned either paid 
off the dues in full or agreed to pay off the same in instalments approved 
by Government. In cases, however, where the dues were not fully covered 
by the sale-proceeds, further effective steps were being taken for the recovery 
of outstanding dues. 
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(t/) Rs. 10,000, (1) to Viswa-Bhurati, Santiniketan, Birbhuin, and (2) to 
Messrs. Cliittaranjan Croeliet Cotton Manufacturing Comi)any of 87, Ghosh 
Lane, Calcutta. 


Food crops. 

12. Khan Bahadur SAiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: {a) Will 
the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment be ])leased to state if any comprehensive scheme lias been drawn up 
for increasing the cultivation of food crops in Bengali 

(/>) if the reply to j)art (n) is in the attirniative, will the llon’ble Minister 
be j)leased to make a statement giving the details of the scheme, and also 
as to when the scheme will be given effect to and how the cost will be met ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

It is not possible to deal with the matter by a single scheme as the situation 
is constantly changing. All imp(n'tant asj)ects have however Ixam dealt 
with. Among tlie schemes which Government havt‘ taken up ar(‘ the follow- 
ing: — a comprehensive scheme of propaganda for tin* increase of food 
})roduction including the importance of using tlie best stual, th(‘ importance 
ol manure and th(‘ methods of increasing the siipply of manure; the 
purchase and rt‘sale of improved paddy seed; the purchast* and resale of 
iin]a‘oved rdhi sc(‘d ; th(‘ pinchase and resale of vegetable and ])otato seed; 
the obtaining of t]ans])ort facilities for the movement ot \arious kinds of 
seed; the im])ro\ ement of irrigation by the re-excavation ot tanks; and 
the granting of agricultural loans where necessary for assisting food 
production. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: AVill the 
lion’ble Minister kindly state wluit additional allotment has been Jiiade for 
meeting the cost of these schemes? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, this is a comprehensive scheme If the honourable member kindly 
tells me what exactly he waii«^, I shall give him the information. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Has any addi- 
tional allotment been made for this scheme regarding purchase of seeds etc. ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

For purchasing of seeds about Rs. 15 lakhs have been provided, for vege- 
table and potato seeds Rs. 8 lakhs and for other things Rs. 5 lakhs. If the 
honourable menilKT wants detailed information, I may supply him with 
that. For the present, I have not got all the figures with me. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister please state whether these seeds are distributed free or at 
cost price? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of baoca: 

every njauiid of seeds times the crops are charged. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN; Are these seeds supplied from the 
Government farms or they are purchased in the local markets? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Governnient have started farms for improving seeds. So, Government 
distribute these seeds from tlieir own farms. 

Industrialisation of the country. 

13. Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: (a) Will 

the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment be jileased to state whether any comprehensive scheme has been drawn 
up by the Government for giving impetus to industrialisation of the country 
by seizing the op])ortunity of the War conditions? 

(h) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state what the Government 
of Bengal have done for increasing the manufacture of articles for the War 
jmrposes? 

The Hoifble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

{a) The Bengal Industrial Survey Committee as reconstituted in June last 
has been requested to submit int'er alia an interim report immediately on the 
possibility of developing those industries which may he of special importance 
during tlu' jueseut emergency, indicating the imj)e(liments to industrial 
growth and liow best to meet tlieni and that rei)ort is being awaited. 

{})) Tlie following articles of the value noted against each have so far 
been sujiplied for the Defence Services through the Industries Department 
and to that extent their manufacture has been accelerated: — 

(1) Camouflage nets . . . . . . Rs.l crore. 

(2) Pith helmets . . . . . . Rs.l3 lakhs. 

(3) Buttons, combs, etc. . . . . R8.2,12,715. 

(4) Blankets . . . . . . Rs. 3, 76, 105. 

(5) Parachute materials . . . . R8.6,75,809. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; Has anything 
been done towards introducing the manufacture of articles which hitherto 
used to he imported from Japan and Germany? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

J have already stated that we are waiting for the report of the Industrial 
Survt'v (\)mmittee. As soon as we get tliat report, we will try and do the 
needful. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: For how long 

the Industrial Survey Committee has been sitting? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The Committee probably has been sitting for tlie last three years or so. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Has any 

interim report been received P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

There has been a short tul intrrijn rej)ort only on one or Iwo subjects. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of asking the Snrvoy (\»nnni1tee 
to re])ort promptly on the possibility of inlrodindng the nianufaclure of new 
articles during the war iinieP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

Yes, Sir, most certainly. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state how these camouflage nets are manufactured and by whom? 

The* Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

These canioiiflage nets are nianuiactun'd under the (fovcTinnent of India 
scheme and as far as 1 iinderslaiid there are two systems. One is that there 
is a worksho]) ()])ened somewhere near Dum-Dum in which a large numl)er 
of people are em])l()\ed and in which both strings and nets are pre])ared. 
Secondly', there art* outside ]H*oph* who are aKo preparing and su])]dy'ing the 
nets. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: As regards the first part of the 
answer, is it beijig done on behalf of the Government of Dengal or in the 
interest of some of the officers of the department? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It is not done in the interest of offif'’rs of the department nor in the interest 
of the Government of lb*ng::!. It is in tin* interest of tin* Government of 
India and also of the peo])le of Bengal. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; As regards the answ^er that it 
is being done under the Gov(‘rnn!eni of India, wIjo controls the finances of 
the organisation at Dum-Dum P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The Government of India. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Has, the Government of Bengal 
agreed that it will be beiween the Government of India and the Director 

of Industries direct the Ministers, when they were asked to take up the 

matter having refused as they’ were not prepared to finance? 
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The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The Government of Bengal agreed to give a loan of some of their officers for 
the purpose. Of course, the Government through tlheir officers maintain a 
sort of suj)ervi8ion for the running of these industries. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Have the services of the 
Director of Industries l>een loaned to the Government of India? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

He has been allowed to supervise when he is not doing the ordinary work 
of the (jovernment of Bengal. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Who is running the whole 
show’ ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The Supply ])(‘partment of the Government of India. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The Hon ble 

Minister stated tliat the Government of Bengal refused to accept the task of 
manufacturing. Are we to understand that this has been forced on the 
Government of Bengal by the Government of India? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Wliat J liave saitl is that we refused to take tliis up and finance it ourselves. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: is the lf(m ble Minister aware 
that some of the oflicers of his department are running tliese factf)ries in the 
bcnavnis of otliers? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

If the honourable member will kindls give me facts, I sliall enquire. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that very recently the Government of Bengal issued an Ordinance for the 
pur})ose of controlling the sale of hem]), country lieni]), the sunn-hemp, 
wdiich is grown all over the country at prices determine*! by the Director 
of Industries? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes, that is a fact. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: For whose interest? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that when the Government of Bengal was first 
asked to supply camouflage nets they found that they w'ere getting it at 
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very high prices from contractors hut that since they themselves took up 
the direct manufacture and supervision of these camouflage nets, the prices 
were considerahly reduced, almost to 25 per cent.? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaduri of Dacca: 

That is a fact. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Ilon’hle Minister aware 
that when the Cxovernment of India were making use of contractors’ labour, 
the lahpur was getting one rupee or one rupee two annas per day hut that 
it has come down to six or eight annas a day now? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I could not say that oH'-hand; hut, so far as 1 could gatlier, the workers, 
even the actual growers used to get more money till this innovation was 
started. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, my question has not been 
answered by the Hon’hh* Minister, namel> , whether it is a fact that the 
labourers now get six to eight annas a day only instead of one rui>ee or one 
rupee two annas tliat they used to get before? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice to answer tliis (juestion more clearl\ . 


Large-scale development of industries. 

20. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture and Industries ]h‘partment l>e pleased to state if any 
special measures and ste})s have been taken uj) to date or will l>e taken here- 
after by the (xovernment of Bengal for the encouragement and development of 
the following industries on a larger scale in Bengal : — 

(i) lland-made pa|>er industry; 

(ii) Soyabean cultivation as pioneer industry; 

(Hi) Improvement of potato (*rop; and 

(ic) Improvement of sugarcane cultivation? 

(b) If so, what are they? 

(c) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: (a) Yes. 

(b) Hand-made paper industry . — A three-year scheme for testing the 
commercial possibilities of the manufacture of Jiand-made paj)er as a small 
scale industry has been in ot>eration since 1941 and what further steps can 
be taken in the direction will l>e determined in the light of the results obtain- 
ed on the completion of the scheme. 
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Soyabean cultivation, — A few strains af soyabeans are already under 
experiment in several of the Government Farms. Research in this crop has 
also been included in the scheme now before the Imperial Council of Agri- 
cultural Research. Further strains are being collected. 

Improvement of potato crop , — For breeding and selection work it is 
advisable to have a station situated alx)ve G,00() feet sea level. Three tenta- 
tive sites for such a station have already been selected and the final selection 
will be made before long and a scheme drawn up for the purpose. Suitable 
strains for such work are available at the Simla station working under the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. It is projmsed that, whep a suit- 
able strain has Ix^en obtained at the alM)ve station, which is in the Darjeeling 
district, it should l>e multijdied throughout that district for the purpose of 
su])plying seed-potatoes for the plains. 

hnprovemenf of Rugarcmie rulti ration. A small cane station has l)een 
financed by the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research for over ten years. 
This works in collaboration with the main station at Dacca. A number of 
improved varieties have been j)Ut out and the selections are l>eing multiplied 
at all Government Farms for distribution next cold weather. Improvement 
in (^ane cultivation has also been taken up by the Agricultural staff attached 
to the Sugar Utuous in Rajshahi and Dinajpur districts and some progress 
has been made. Similar work has also been carried out in the Demonstration 
( entres and Thana Farms. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Supply of rice. 

21i Mr. NUR AHMED S (n) AVill the TTon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Agric.ulture and Industries Department be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that the ProviiK^e of Dengal is not self-sufficient in chief food, viz., rice, 
and has to dc'jnuid on Burma for its supply ^ 

(h) Are the Government aware that the sup])ly of rice from Burma and 
elsewhere has been cut off? 

(f) If so, what steps have l>een taken and are proposed to he taken by 
the Government of Bengal to ensure the necessary supply of rice sufficient 
and adeijuate enough for the consumption of the people of Bengal? 

{(]) What measures have been adopted and are proposed to be adopted 
for increasing the productivity of agricultural lands ami for bringing under 
cultivation the cultivable waste lauds in Bengal? 

(r) What was the total (luantity of rice imported in Bengal from Burma 
in 19d7, 19dS, I9d9, 19B) and 1941 and \W2 (financial year), respectively,, 
and what were their respective i)rices in each of these years? 

(/) How miK'h of this imported rice was really consumed in Bengal? 

The Hoft’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) Bengal is not normally self-sufficient. 

(h) Yes. 
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(c) Qovernmeut have lauuched a “Grow More FoocV’ campaign, the 
main object oi which is to see hy means of extensive cultivation of food 
crops that adequate food supply is maintained in the Province. A scheme 
for wide distribution of improved pad<ly seeds has also been sanctioned at 
a cost of Rs. IG, 12,500. 

(d) By extended use of the departmental seeds of sta]>le cr<>]>s. The 
departmental seeds sufficient to cover some half a million acres of nman 
paddy lands have since been distributed to the cultivators. Departmental 
seeds are also being procured to cover soim‘ GO, 000 acres with 
mustard, gram and lentil. The supply of seeds for jmtatoes and vegetables 
is being organised. Information regarding the iirejmratioii of com|)ost 
inanure had been distiibuted widely. 

(e) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(/) I have no definite information. On the average Beiigal’s net import 
from all sources is only about 54,000 tons. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (e) of question No. 21. 



Quantity 

Valued at 


in tons. 

Rs. 

1937-38 

145,223 

1,19,24,213 

1938-39 

275,395 

2,20,08,944 

1939-40 

037,437 

5,81,37,502 

1940-41 

408,840 

4,42,95,704 

1941-42 

356,508 

5,45,59,772 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is tlic Iloirbb' Miiiis1(‘r aware 
that in many cases the so-calh'd improved seeds sup|)li(‘d from outside liave 
proved a comj)l(‘te failure and they have not g(*rniiiiated at allP 

The Han’bie Nawah Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: The 

improved seeds wliich W(‘ri* distfibuted have nroduced at least double the 
quantity. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That is il ihey germinate; 
but my information is that they did not germinate at all: what about thatP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: J 

have not received any rejiort to iliat effect. If the horKUir.able member will 
let me know where he has found sucli failure, I will 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: ( an yo\i md let us have your 
own infomiation and throw liglit on the matter? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: Sir, I ol.jVnI to tliia ques- 
tion : it is problematical. 



216 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


[29th Sept., 


Mr. HAMiOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: It is not problematical. It 
ia quite definite. I put the question to Khan Bahadur Naziruddin as to 
when they ^?erminate 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question has been 
practically answered. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wliat steps Goverinnerit have taken to increase the supply 
of these improved seeds to the cultivators? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: As 

1 have already said in the prinled answer, a scJieine for wide distribution 
of improved seeds has been sanctioned at a cost of Ks. 10, 12,500. I may 
mention that the improved seeds of the Government farms were distributed 
to the (ailtivators and from them we have a^ain re-bouppht the seeds for 
distri])iition : that shows that the seeds terminated. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir. the llon'ble Minister has 
said that a sclieme lias l)een sanctioned at a cost of Rs. 10,12,500 for wide 
distribution of improved paddy seeds. It is said in tlie printed answer 
(d) that departmental seeds sufficient to cover some half a million a(‘res of 
amati ])addy lands hav(‘ sinc(‘ been distributed to the cultivators — that can- 
not account for Rs. 10,12,500: wlieix* does tlie oth(‘r i)(>rtion come from? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: Sir, 
I do not (juite follow his question. Will he please repeat his question? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: question is: Government’s 

own improved ])addy seed acreaf»'e cov(*rs only half a million. Is the 
Government making* any effort for the purjwse of extendin«r their own 
source of suj)ply of inqn-oved paddy seeds? If so, what effort is he 
contemplating? 

The Hort’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: Sir, 
as I have already said, these improved Government seeds are distributed 
to the cultivators and the yield of these seeds are again re-bought by 
Government from the cultivators for the purpose of distribution. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that these seeds are known to detenhirate after three years — liis own experts 
say that these seeds lose jmwer of germination in the fourth year? 

The Hon’Me Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: Sir, 
I am not awavo oi‘ any such thiiijr. 



19 ^.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


217 


Board of Economic Enquiry. 

22. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the (Wiinerce and Labour Department be 
pleased to state when the last meeting of the Hoard of Economic Kiuiuiry 
was held ? 

(h) Why has no meeting of the Hoard been held f(»r a long time? 

(c) Is there not a whole-time gazetted otHcer in charge of the Hoard, 
with other officers, clerks and menials to wtn k under him ? 

(d) What is the ex])enditure incurred annually by (he Hoard? 

(c) Was the Hoard entrusted with any emjnirx conneett'd with economic 
questions undei war eonditions? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) The last meeting was held on the ‘J!)(h November, lb 11. 

(h) A meeting was due to be held in April, but as (he (jm\stion 

of keeping the Hoard in abeyance wa'^ raised with a \iew to financial 
econopiy no further meeting was held. 

(c) Tes, a member of the Hengal Livil Service. I'liere is no other 
officer ex(;ept a few clerks ami menials. 

(d) The annual grant is Us.lo,()(H). 

(c) An emjuiry into th(‘ family budgets of industrial laiamrcus with 
a view to prepare the cost of living index numbers foi' such labourers, in 
resj)ect of tlie more im}>oitant imlustrial zones is in progress. This has 
bearing on economic (luestions under wuir conditions. Apart from this, the 
Board has not been entrusted with any emjuiry connected with ec'onomio 
questions under war conditions. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Am I to take 

it that till* Hoai'd has not Immmi functioning simt* Aj)iil, Iblt.L'' 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That may be so. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Is the service 
of that officer of tlie Hengal Livil Servi<-e still being retained? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: I 

want notice. 


Control of price. 

23. Rai 8ahib JOGENDRA NATH RAY; }a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and liabour Department be pleased to state if 
the Government are aware that in spite of notifications regarding control 
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of the prices of foodstuffs and other necessaries of life there is immense 
jHofiteeririg by the dealers almost everywhere in Bengal? 

(h) What additional steps, if any, do the Government contemplate for 
the actual enfon^ement of the notifications and for the prevention of 
profiteering? 

(f) Do the Government propose to open food centres in all district 
and subdivisional towns, for the supxdy of the articles of food at the , 
control rates? 

(d) Are the Government aware of the scandty of salt, sugar and kerosene 
oil in Bengal ? 

(e) If so, have the Government in contemplation any further steps by 
which the aforesaid scarcity may be removed? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(n) Goveinment are aware that commodities are frequently sold above 
controlled firices and that there are cases of profiteering. 

(h) The honourable memlR*r is referred to statements made by the Hon’ble 
Minister and myself from time to time. •* 

(c) Not in all towns. 

(d) Government are aware that sugar and kerosene oil are scarce. 

(e) In the case of sugar, yes; In the (‘ase of kerosene no, except to make 
distribution more eijual. 

Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH ROY: Arising out of (c), will the 
IJon’ble Min istei- pleasi* sfat<* the names ot those towns in which they are 
not going to o]»en food centres? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: I 

want notice. 


Purchase of rice by the Governmeiit. 

24. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 

llou nle Minisier in charge oi the ('onmier<‘i‘ and Labour Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) if the Government of Bengal has purchased during the last eight 
months any quantity of rice or ])addy in this Province; 

(h) if so, what (juantity of rice or paddy they have purchased and at 
what total price ; 

(c) for what puri)oses this rice or paddy has been purchased by the 

Government ; and 

(d) at what places the purchased rice or paddy has been stocked? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) The Government of Bengal purchased some rice and i>addy but the 
arrangements were later taken over hy the Goveriinu‘ut of India. 

(b) The information cannot be disclosed n-iihout the consent of the 
Government of India and it would not he in the public interest to ask for 
their consent at the j)resent stage. 

(c) The purchases were originally made to remove the suri)lu8 from 
coastal areas and utilise the saice in tlie public interest clscwlicn\ 

(d) In Calcutta, in certain districts in North and North-West Bengal 
and in'* certain districts in East Bengal. Exact figures cannot be given 
because some rice and j)addy is still in transit and lurthermore rice and 
paddy stored in North and North-West Bengal is now lieing brought to 
Calcutta. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Will tlu lion bic Minister be 
pleased to state whetlier an> portion of the rice bought f’oni the surplus 
districts has been sold or cxj)ort('d to other provinca* or other countric'S or 
is the <‘ntire ciuantity intac't in Bengal y 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: I 

want notice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’blc Minister 
be pleased to state what is the present j>roposal of (Tovc^rnnient regarding 
ibis surplus stock whicdi has been removed from coastal areas y 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: We 

have got no proposal with regard to this surplus stt>ck. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the (icnernment aware that 
rice is selling* at an increased price of to 100 p(‘r c<*nl. mon* than normal 
price and has not the (jovernment any duty to relieve tin* p(‘oj)le by 
releasing a portion of it to the public* for saleP 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: It 

is known to Government that rice is M‘lling at more than contrcdled price, 
but a.s I shall be making a statement rc'garding the whole* cj nest ion of food 
supply' on the ilon’ble the Chief Mini.stc*r*s statement, I would recpujst 
the honourable members to wait up to that time. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware 
that a i)ortion of this paddy' has been exported to Ceylon ? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

From this province none has been sent to Ceylon. 



220 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. [29th Sept., 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is any quantity contemplated 
to be sent to Ceylon r' 

The Hoffi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

This is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Have the Government decided 
to send any? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

None, as yet. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Is it a fact that punishments 
for profiteering- are no lontrer re'^orted to? Tin* wliole i)roceduie has been 
relaxed. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

1 am not aware of that at all. 

Punishment for profiteering. 

25. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charj»*e of the Commerce and Labour l)e])artm(‘nt be 
pleased to state — 

(a) if it is not a fact that the sentences meted out to merchants for 
prolilcerin^jj- are loo li^^'bt and not delerrtml al all? 

{(}) whal is the hij’-hesl punishment which can be meted out to a 
mercdiaiil for profit eerin ? and 

{(') if it is in the contemjdation of the Government to add to this punish- 
ment and change its fonn in respect of certain classes of 
])rofiteering ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) In some cases this has been a fact. 

(h) Three years^ imjjrisonment and fine. 

(c) No, but an improved procedure may be adopted. 

Site for Vagrants’ Home. 

26. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in (diarge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state why Mahalandi in the district of Murshidabad is selected 
as the site for Vagrants’ Hojpe. 

(h) Was it not possible to acquire some non-arable land in this district or 
some other district? 
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(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that several cultivators are made 
landless by this acquisition? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the entire area is a high land and 
that the low lands in this part of the district are inundated almost every 
year? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the villages around are very badly 
infected with malaria? 

(/) What, was the number of malaria cases in the charitable disi)en8ary 
at GokarjQa within two miles from the proposed site for six years from 1935? 

(,(/) Is the Hnn’ble Minister aware tliat uncultivated fauds are available 
near Mollapur and Bolepur in the <listrict of Birbhuni ? 

(//) Is the Ilon’ble Ministei' awa?e that tlie idimate of these jdaees is 
much more salubrious than that of the site selected? 

(/) Will the jlon’ble ^linister be pleased to state the number of mii/nis 
affected by this acquisition? How many of them are Hindus and how many 
are Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (^/), (h), (//) and i/i) Maha- 

landi was chosen because it fills the leijuirements of such a sit(‘ in almost 
every respect. Non-arable lands are certainly a\ailabl(‘ (*ls<*wher(q but 
experience has shown that at such places it is not i> 0 Hsible to ensure at one 
site a siqiply of wat(‘r which is sufficient for all tin* needs of o, ()()() piusons. 
Bolepur has a salubrious climate but ver\ little good wat(‘r, and there is 
no reason to suppose that the general climate of Mahalandi is bad. 

{<■) I have no exact knowledge, but adequate compensation will be paid 
t(j eveiy one whose land is acquired. 

(d) Almost all the laiid ac(iuired is high land and much of it is too high 
for regular cultivation. Surrounding low lands are flooded this \eai- })ut 
I have no knowledge how frequently this inundation recurs. 

(c) I have no information, 

(/) The figures are as follows: — 


1935 

193 (> 

1937 

1938 


1939 

1940 


2,377 

1,412 

3,722 

10,105 

5,493 

3,912 


(i) The raiyats affected are 197 Muslims and 11 Hindus. 
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Suspension of train services. 

29. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

Will the lion ’hie Minister in cliarjre of ihe Ccjmmunications and Works 
Department he pleased to state — 

(a) if the train services on the Nalhati-Azimpranj Branch and Azimganj- 
Barharwa Ikanch lines of the East Indian Railway have been 
discontinued ; 

(//) if so, from what date; 

(r) whelher there was any disturbance on these lines; and 

(d) whether there is any other facility for transport on those sections? 

The Hon'ble Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I am informed that train 
services on these lines were temporarily suspended. A daylight service has 
since been restored. 

Excise shops. 

30. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Dejiartment be pleased to state how many 
excise shops fell vacant in Calcutta in the year 1041-42? 

(h) How many of them are given to Muslims? 

(c) What is the total number of shops in Cal(‘utta, and how many are 
leased to Muslims? 

(d) How many shops are held by the relatives of high officials of the 
Excise Dej)artnient? 

The Hon’hle Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: (a) Three. 

(h) Two. 

(c) Total number of shops in Calcutta — 275. 

Number of sho])s held l)y Muslims — 05. 

{d) Six. 

Moslem Education Advisory Committee. 

31. Mr. NUR AHMED: (o) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Education Department be pleased to state if any resolution regarding the 
various recommendations of the Moslem Education Advisory Committee, 
better known as Mumin Committee, as contained in their report published 
in 1944, has been ])ublished by the Government of Bengal? If not why not? 

(h) What measures have been taken by the Government to give effect 
at least to the iinjmrtant recommendations of the said Committee? 

(c) What special measures have been adopted by Government to help 
and encourage Moslem education in Bengal from 1947 to February, 1942? 

(d) Is it a fact that percentage of scholars in professional and technical 
institutions is decreasing every year? 

(e) If so, have any steps been taken by Government of Bengal to check 
.the same? If so, what are they? If not, why not? 
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MINISTER in ohaitge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Khan Rahadur M. Abdul Karim): (a) No resolution lias been published. 

(h) Some of the recommendations of the Commitb'e have been put into 
effect. 

(c) The honourable member is referred to the rejdy f’iven on ilie 19th 
August, 1940, io question No. 78 ]>ut by him on the door of the House. 

The jirovision for grants-iu-aid to madrasahs has since been raised from 
R8.4, 18,888 to Rs. 4, 08,8.88. 

Six seholarshijis of Rs.L^5 each per month havt' since ]>ei n created for 
award with effect from the year 1941-4L^ to Huslim .^tiidtuits reatlinj^- for the 
B.Sc. degree in Honours in Botany, Physiology and (ieology. 

(d) No. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Arising out of answer to (n), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be plea.sed to state if any resolution will be published!^ If so, 
when? 

The Hofi^ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The whole matter 
is undej the consideration of Government. Tt is likely tliat tlie resolution 
would be published before the next Budget session. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aw’ure 
that although the Gfivernment of Bengal made a provision for eight scholar- 
ships for the Mining Institute of Dhanbad, no Muslims have up to now 
been taken by the Mining Institute? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware of 
that. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enquire into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I will. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: If there is no Muslim student, 
are the scholarships which have so long been granted, at least to the extent 
of 50 per cent, discontinued and diverted ehsewhere? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I will consider the 

matter. 

AgrIoulturM loan. 

32, Khifi Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H03AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be jileased to state— 

(a) whether he is aware that during the last rains agricultural loans 
were given to landless labourers for the ])urpose of subsistence, 
as no test relief work could be started in the Bhati area of the 
Kishoreganj subdivision of the Mymensingh district during last 
rainy season; 


21 
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(b) whether he is aware that the number of landless labourers is very 
large in the Bhati area, particularly in the Ashtagram thana, and 
in consequence the average earning of a labourer including 
periods of unemployment, is not more than Rs.6 per month and 
is possibly R8.5 or so ; 

(c) whether he is aware that the average number of members in a 
family is about five; 

(d) whether the Government propose to recover the loan given to this 
class of people for subsistence purpose in lieu of work ; 

(e) whether in case the Government fail to recover such loan from 
individuals, they would take their stand on the joint liability of 
other people taking loan with the landless labourers in the same 
batch ; 

(/) whether Government forced people of some means to take in some 
landless labourers in their batch, failing which they were told no 
loan could be granted to them ; 

(ff) whether the Jiocal Officers had to give loan to the landless labourers 
for keeping down the number of people receiving gratuitous 
relief ; 

(h) wdiether the Divisional Commissioner after visiting the Bhati area 
had not instructed that gratuitous relief in the shaj)e of paddy 
should be given during rains to all poor people who had no food 
and who had not more than -07 acre of land in possession ; 

(t) whether it was not directly against the instructions of the Commis- 
sioner to give loan to landless labourers for subsistence, instead 
of giving them gratuitous relief ; and 
(j) whether the Government propose to write off the loans of landless 
lalwurersP 

MINISTER in charge ef the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee)” (a) Agricultural loans were given to landless 
labourers where other people with sufficient security came forward to join 
with them. 

(b) No statistics are available. 

(c) to (e) Yes. 

(/) No. 

(j^) Loan was given as it was thought that they w^ould be in a position to 
pay back the loan in more normal times of employment and distribution of 
gratuitous relief to able-bodied labourers might have a demoralising effect, 
(/i) No such instruction was issued. 

(t) and 0) Do not arise. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With reference 
to (6), are we to take itj.that the Hon’ble Minister after enquiry from the 
mofuBsil could not fi^d put the ayerage earnings Pf labourers in those 
particular areas P 
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TIm Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH RANERJEE: I have given the 
answer. , I have nothing further to add. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDiH H08AIN: May I take it 
with reference to (h) that the Hon’ble Minister could not find out even in the 
mofussil what was the average earning of a labourer in that particular 
area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Well, Sir, I have 
given the answer: and I have nothing further to add. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Will the 
Hon’ble Minister kindly say if he enquired of the Divisional Commissioner 
who is now the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, as to whether 
such instructions were issued with reference to (//)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: In this case, too, 
the answer has been given in (^)? 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: But who 

supplied the materials for the answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: The District 
Officer: I have got the file with me here. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will he be 
surprised to learn that I saw the Chief Secretary today and he admitted 
this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Well, I shall not 
be surprised, because the officer concerned here was the Additional 
Collector. 

Cases pending before Debt Bettlement Boards. 

33. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be pleased to state — 

(а) how many cases were pending up to February, 1942, before various 

Debt Settlement Boards in Bengal in different districts respec- 
tively ; 

(б) what is the total numl)er of cases filed in all the Debt Settlement 

Boards of Bengal since the time of the inauguration of these 
Boards till February, 1942, and for what amount ; 

(c) how many of these cases have been settled up to February, 1942, 

and fpr what, amount ; * and ; ' ‘ 

(d) what steps have been taken by the Gov^nment of Bedgal for speedy 

disposal of the cases pending before the Debt Settlement Boards 
of Bengal? 
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MIMISTER in chai«:» of th* CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT ami RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Hashem Ali Khan): As figures up to February, 1942, are not readily 
available, the figures given in answer to this question relate to the end of 
March, 1942. 

(a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(h) The total number of cases filed before the Boards is 2,977,640. 

The amount of time and energy that will be needed to find out the 
amount for which the cases were filed will not be commensurate with the 
result. ** 

(c) Cases settled up to Mandi, 1942—902,977. 

Amount for which the cases have been settled — Rs. 12,54,83,649. 

(d) A statement is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of question No. 33, 


Name of district. 


Cases pending on the 



31st March, 1942. 

(1) Raj shah i 


... 16,548 

(2) Rangpur 


... 39,284 

(3) Bogra 

• t • 

... 12,120 

(4) Pabna 

• . . 

... 28,520 

(5) Dina j pur 


... 13,555 

(6) Malda 

u t > 

4,520 

(7) Talpaiguri 


1,339 

(8) Dacca 


... 81,821 

(9) Mymensingh 


... 143,940 

(10) Faridpur 


... 47,157 

(11) Bakarganj 


... 66,617 

(12) Chittagong 

• • • 

... 26,653 

(13) Noakhali 


... 66,111 

(14) Tippera 


... 108,122 

(16) Hooghly 


4,605 

(16) Howrah 


3,626 

(17) Burdwan 


5,873 

(18) Midnapore 


... 17,112 

(19) Bankura 


6,839 

(20) Birbhum 


... 10,409 

<21) Nadia 

• • • 

... 24,832 

(22) Murshidabad 


... 17,972 

(23) Khulna 

... 

... 29,975 

(24) Jessore 


... 25,759 

(25) 24-Parganas 

... 

... 21,838 


Total 

... 825,147 



1942.] QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 227 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (d) of question No, .13. 

Measures taken by Government for quick disposal of Debt Settlement 
Board cases — 

(1) Simplification of procedure as brouf^ht about by the Bengal 

Agricultural Debtors Amendment Act of 1940 (Bengal Act VIII 
of 1940). 

(2) Constant supervision. 

(3) . Increase of Boards to tackle with congestion of cases. 

(4) Removal of indifferent members and dissolution of bad Boards. 

(5) Transfer of cases from congested Boards to others. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: With nfeience to (c) and (a) 

do they exhaust all the cases filed? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: iNo, no; 
they show I lie number of cases settled. 

Mr.* HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Well, Sir, (c) shows the 
number of cases settled, and (a) the number of cases pending but not 
settled. Do these by tbeniselves exhaust all the (‘uses filed? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Yes. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, if the Hon ble Minister 
would please do a little arithmetic, ho would find that that is not so. 
There are half as much left. Adding the number of cases pending and 
the number of cases settled, viz., 9 lakhs and 8 laklis, they come to 17 
lakhs. But there still remains a very big mouthful. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: I don’t 
see how it comes about in that way. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Well, Sir, it is thus: (a) 
shows the pending cases, and (c) shows the number of cases settled, and 
their number is 9 lakhs, but that does not exhaust the whole number. For 
the total number of cases filed is more than 29 lakhs; so, what about the 
rest? How to account for the rest? What has become of them? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: I am 

afraid. Sir, there must have been a printing mistake. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: There must have been a few 
cases rejected, dismissed or still pending, or struck off but their number 
cannot surely be as large as the difference between (o) and (c) and (b). 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: I am 

afraid the figures are not correct; there must have been a printing mistake. 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble 

Minister please state whether it is a fact that there is a standing order 
issued hy the Government of Bengal to the District Officers to expedite 
these cases as far as possible but that these instructions are not being 
carried out to the full? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Yes, 
there is such an instruction ; we are looking into the non-observance of the 
instruction and I can say from my experience of the last three months that 
these cases are being expedited as a matter of fact and disposed of q,uickly. 

Requirement of quinine. 

34. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN; (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of ibe Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state what is 
the total quantity of quinine required in the Province of Bengal? 

(b) How much of this quantity is produced in this Province? 

(c) Have the Government taken any 8tei)s to produce more quinine in 
the Province? If so, what are they? If not, why not? 

(d) Is it a fact that licence to produce quinine was denied to applicants? 
If BO, for what reasons? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Barman); (a) The normal consumption in 
Bengal based on the average of the three years ending March, 1942, is 
estimated to be 90,000 llw. 

(h) The average quantity of quinine produced wuthin the Province during 
the same jieriod was 51,0(K) ll>s. 

(c) Yes. New plantations have been started and more intensive 
cultivation ]jas been put into operation in the existing plantations. 

(d) No licence has ever been necessary for the production of quinine. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN; Will the Hon^ble MinLster be 
pleased to state when can expect more quinine out of the new 
plantation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Not before 1944. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN; The normal consumption of 
quinine in Bengal is 90,000 lbs. and the production is 51,000 lbs : what 
arrangement is Government making to make up the deficit? 

The Hon’ble Mr, UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The Government of 
India had a conference on this subject with all the provincial representa- 
tives, at which it was deci/led that the stock that is in the hands pf the 
Central Government, added to it the yield in Madras and Bengal, wdll 
be rationed for five y^ars and that each province will have to go short of 
supply to a certain extent. 
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KhM Bihadiir ATAUR RAHMAN* In view of nlmost 60 per cent, 
deficit, why no such licence is issued for the cultivation of cinchona 
plantation ? 

The Hon’bto Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: No such lifence is 
necessary : there is no bar to the cultivation of cinchona. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Ilou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in how many years’ time the new jilantation will be ready 
for the ^extraction of alkaline? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: As 1 have already 
said, not before 1944. I may mention that in the normal course cinchona 
plant matures after ei^bt years; but during tliis emergency period we 
propose to extract from it after two years. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: Will 

the Ilon^ble Minister be ideased to state if lie contemplates distributing 
pamphlets advising the desirability of the cultivation of (dnchona in view 
of the ^iresent crisis? 

The Hon’bie Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, this plant 
cannot be grown on the plains and even on the hills there is a special 
climate where alone it can be grown : it cannot be grown anywhere and 
everywhere. So there is no need for issue of such pamphlets. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any possibility by which government will be 
able to make up the deficit that is already existing — has the Hon’ble 
Minster got any scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The only course 
that the Government of India have suggested is to indent Atabrin from 
America; but as regards growing more (pjinine in India, Madras and 
Bengal are the only two places and we are trying our best. 


Queotion with Answer which remained outstanding from the Third 

Session, 1941. 

Public Accounts Committee. 

71. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will tl.e Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment is aware that a Public Accounts Committee of the Bengal Legislative 
Council was duly constituted long ago for the current year? 

(h) Do the Government intend to call this Cbmmitte to go through and 
examine and report* on the provincial finance? If so, when? If not, will 
the Government be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 
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MINISTER in ehorgn of tho FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the HonWo 
Ofi Syomaprasod Mookarjoa): The matter is under discussion with the 
Hon’ble the President. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the question and the answer which are ten months old were 
not taken up so long? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: It is 10 days old. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I may just draw the attention of the 
Hoii’ble Minister to the top of the paper where it is stated “questions with 
answers remained unanswered during the Third Session, 1941, and are to 
be answered on the 29th September, 1942.’’ So does it not show that it is 
10 months old? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: The answer was 
prepared 10 days ago. 

Sir, I will just explain the position. I dealt with this matter when 
presenting the Appropriation Report last week. Government decided that 
the whole (luestion should be considered at a conference which wpuld be 
attended by the Hon’ble Speaker, Hon’ble President, Hon’ble Chief 
Minister and myself. There is no Speaker in the L<‘gislative Assembly 
just now and it was pointed cmt to the Hon’ble President by the Hon’ble 
Chief Miiiist<*r that it w’ould be desirable to wait until the Speaker was 
elected. The Hon’ble President has replied that he would agree to wait 
for some time until the Speaker was appointed. 

Messages received from the Assembly. 

The SECRETARY; Sir, the following messages have been received 
from the Bengal Legislative Assembly: — 

“(1) The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on September 
28, 1942, agreed to the Workmen’s Compensation (Bengal Amendment) 
Bill, 1941, without any amendments. 

S. J. HASHEMY, 
De/puty Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

(2) The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942, 
as passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on 
September 28, 1942, has been duly signed by me and is annexed herewith. 
The concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Council to the Bill is requested. 

S. J. HASHEMY, 

Deputy Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly.** 
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Sir, I herewith lay on the Table the Benjiral (Rural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at 
its meeting held on the 28th September, 1942. 

Mr. 8AGHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: On a point of information,^ 
Sir. I gave notices of some short-notice questions about tlie 25th instant- 
May I know when I can expect the answers? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have got to inform 
the H^use that the short-notice questions have not been accepted by the 
Government. 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Sir. as regards my 

question, I have ascertained from the Hon ’hie the Home Minister that it 
has been accepted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Hon’hle Khan 
Bahadur M. Abdul Karim. 


The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, T beg to move 
that the Bengal (Ihiral) Primary Education (x\mendment) Bill, 1942, aa 
passed by the Assembly, he taken into consideration. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, T rise on a point of 
order. I op])ose this motion. My objection is that the Bill cannot be- 
taken into consideration today. I submit that the Bill must first of all 
be laid on the Table; then on the next day it shall he made available to 
the members. Now, the Secretary has just laid tlie Bill on tlie Table. 
Therefore, it is not possible for us to get a copy of the Bill today. We shall 
get it tomorrow. Rule 77 says that we are entitled to ten days’ notice 
before the motion for consideration of the Bill is taken up. 1 submit that 
the Government has made out n«» case for curtailing this time-limit. This 
Bill is a highly controversial one involving questions of principle 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Apart from the objec- 
tion which has been raised by Mr. Hamidul Huq (’howdhury, I notice that 
there is an omission on the part of the Hon’ble Minister in coiuiection with 
the motion just now moved by him. He ought to liave given notice before 
he moved for consideration of the Bill. Therefore, there is a lacuna in that 
respect. 

The Hoil’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Sir, it is not neces- 
sary that I should send any previous notice. I move this on the floor of 
the House and that itself is notice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What about the absentee 
members? 



PRIMARY EDUCATION BILL. 


[29th Sbpt., 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think the Hon’ble Minister is labour- 
ing under a misconception. Before he moves for consideration, he ought to 
Lave given notice and owing to this defect I have no other alternative but 
to declare the proceedings null and void. We shall have to start afresh. 
If the Hon’ble Minister wants to proceed, he should give formal notice. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to give 
notice that I intend to move at the current session of the Legislative 
Council that the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 
1942, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly, be taken into consi- 
deration by the Council and that the Bill, as settled in the Council, be 
passed. 

1 am further to request that I may kindly be permitted to move the 
motion at short notice at the meeting of the Council on the 30th September, 
1942. 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 1 object to that, because we 
are entitled to 10 days’ notice under rule 77, according to which the 
■consideration will come on the 11th dajs i.e., 10 clear days’ notice must 
be given by the Minister. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I would ask the 
Chair to relax the rule in consideration of the fact that this is a very 
important and urgent Bill. The session wdll conclude probably tomorrow 
or day after tomorrow, and tliis Bill has l>een before the country for more 
than a year. iSome of tlie provisions of the Bill are so imperative that we 
cannot lose any time. For instance, the Local Boards in some of the 
districts liave been abolislied, and witli that abolition the Chairmen of Local 
Boards have ceased to l)e members of the District School Boards. Those 
seats aiv vacant and no election can be held unless this Bill is passed into 
law, as provision has been made in it that in place of the Chairmen of those 
Local Boards some other members should be cdected. It is a matter of very 
great public importance and, therefore, I pray that short notice may be 
accepted on this particular matter. 

Kban Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: This is an important Bill. 
This is one of the simplest in character. Whatever my honourable and 
learned friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury may say about this Bill being 
of a highly controversial nature. I may inform the House that that state of 
nffairs is a past history. It was of a controversial character while under 
consideration in another place, but the controversy has been dissolved by 
mutual agreement by the different party leaders 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Where? 

Khan Baradur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: In another place. 

Mf. DEPUTY ■ PRESIDENT: You cannot refer to what took place in 
another place. 
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Klltn Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 submit if there was any 
difficulty, that difficulty has been dissolved. There is another aspect of 
the case, and that is to enable the Government to start introducinjjf primary 
education over wide areas. Primary education is so very important that 
on technical objections its spread should not be delayed and the Chair 
has certainly ample discretion on a matter like this to curtail the period 
of notice and allow the Hon’ble Minister to move his motion. The rule 
referred to by my honourable friend is rule 77(/) wliich says “or with the 
consent of the President at shorter notice, may m(»ve that tlie Bill be taken 
into consideration’’. In these circumstances, the rule leaves ample discre- 
tion in the hands of the Chair. And the situation bein^‘ what it is today, 
I submit that the profrress of education in connection with a simple matter 
like this should not be attem])ted to be obstructed on the j^round of a mere 
technical irregularity. My honourable friend Mr. Hamidnl Huq 
Chowdhury is a very shrewd lawyer, but in a matter like this a mere 
technicality should not be allowed to stand in the way of taking the Bill 
into consideration. Therefore, Sir, I submit that your discretion should be 
exercised in favour of a ([uick (‘onsideration of the Bill. 

Sir *BIJOY PRASAD SIHCH ROY: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, 
apropos of what has fallen from Khan Baluulur Naziruddin Ahmad, may 
J submit that it is noi mci'cly a techni<‘al objection. The Bill involves 
certain iniiioriant cliang(\s in ])rinciple and 1 think the House should be given 
sufficient opportunity to consider those questions of principle and should 
not be hustled into a decision. So, though under the rule you liave sufliedent 
power to relax the ])r()vision for ten days’ notice, 1 request you most 
res]>ectfully not to exercise that discretion on the i>resent occasion. 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: My friend Khan Bahadur 
Naziruddin Ahmad has not realised that a certain courtesy is due to this 
’House. Sir, this session has been ostensibly called for no other business 
except to ])ass this measure. Therefore, if even for this purpose 
Government refuse to gram the proper time and if you, Mr. Deputy 
President, exercise your prerogative and cut down the minimum require- 
ment that the law on this point imposes, then the insistence of the Hon’ble 
the Leader of the House to take the Bill into consideration today or the day 
after might well be characterised as “hustling”. Since it is for this Bill 
alone that the present session has besm summoned, I think they 
ought to give us sufficient time to consider and study the Bill. Under rule 

80 of our rules, the Chair cannot exercise any discretion. It says 

the provisions of these rules regarding consideration of amendments to Bill 

(save that the period of notice of amendment shall be seven days) 

shall apply. So, tor the purpose of expediting the business, the Chair 
cannot minimise or reduce the period which is^ fixed, namely, 7 dHys, for 
giving notice of amendments. We are entitled to give notice of amendments 
and we are going to give notices of ariiendments. '^ PiS* that w^ ar^ certainly 
entitled to 7 days’ time under rule 80 and the Chair has no option to curtail 
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that period. Therefore, we cannot be deprived of sufficient time for under- 
standing and studying the Bill: First of all, there should be a motion for 
discussion of the general aspects of the Bill and then, secondly, there 
will have to be given 7 days’ time for putting in amendments to the clauses 
of the Bill. So, the Bill cannot be taken up clause by clause before the 
eighth day, from today or from tomorrow even if the consideration motion 
is disposed of immediately. In any case, it cannot come up before the 
House tomorrow. Therefore, Sir, as stated by Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, 
I hope you will not exercise your prerogative, which you undoubtedly 
possess and can exercise, in such a way as to cause any hardship to the 
Opposition. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Order, order. Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Chowdhury has raised an ol)je(!tion against tlie short-notice motion of the 
Hon’ble the I^eader of the House under rule 77(/) of the Procedure Buies 
of til is House. I fully appreciate the arguments advanced by the Hon’ble 
the Ticader of the House in favour of admitting his short-notice motion. 
At ilie same time, T may say that Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury need not 
be anxious about having sufficient time for giving notices of amendments 
to Die clauses of the Bill. The Bill is not going to Ini taken into co;)sidera- 
tion todciy. But in consideration of the special circumstances of the case, 
I am inclined to be a bit lenient in the matter of admitting the short-notice 
motion of the Hon’ble Education Minister. I fix 10 a.ni. tomorrow as the 
time for giving notice of amendments to the motion for taking the Bill into 
consideration when only the general principles of the Bill will be discussed. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Under rule 80, the Chair has 
got no power to curtail the time prescribed therein for giving notices of 
amendments to tlie clauses of the Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As regards the provision of rule 80, I 
shall consider it tomorrow. The Bill is not going to be taken into consi- 
deration today, it will be taken up tomorrow. I have only accepted the 
short-notice of the Hon’ble Leader of the House for taking the Bill into 
consideration. The Bill will be taken into consideration tomorrow and if 
you have any amendments to move with regard to the consideration motion, 
they must reach the office by 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Mr, NARE8H NATH M'OOKERJEE: Sir, when are you proposing to 
take up the second reading of the Bill? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. That will be decided tomorrow. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, may I have 

your leave to make a short statement on this question in addition to what the 
Leader of the House has said? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. 
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Ufa ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. If we 
take the Bill into consideration tomorrow 

Mf> DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. You on Dr. Mookerjee. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: This Bill came 
before the Assembly last week and the Opposition in the I.ower House had 
given notice of SO amendmenls. As tlie Bill was InMUg discussed, certain 
points were raised and the House adjourned for a short while iii order to 
enable Jhe Oovernment and the O])position to dis(‘uss the matter between 
themselves and come to an agreement, if possible. As a result of this the 
Government and Opposition came to an agreement and the Bill was iwissed 
into law yesterday on the basis of that agreement 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Not passed into law yet. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Subject, of course, 
to your approval. 

What I am suggesting is this: the Opposition here should consider 
this aspect of the position in deciding what amendments it should move. 
If the Opposition in this House thinks that it is not bound by the agreement 
between the Government and the Opposition in the liOwer House, it is up 
to it to give notice of as many amendments as it wants. But it should 
then be open to members of Government Party to give notice of amend- 
ments. By the action of the Opposition here then, the agreement already 
reached elsewhere may be nullified. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What Dr. Mookerjee soys 
about the agreement is correct. There was no doubt an agreement in the 
Lower House regarding this Bill. But that is not binding on us. We are 
not aware of the t^rms on which this agreement was arrived at and wo can- 
not agree to this without knowing on what basis this agreement was made. 
So, before we have seen how far it affects the interest of the masses, we 
are not bound to agree to the point of view of the different party leaders 
in the Lower House. We have not yet been taken into confidence by them. 
Moreover, settlement in the Lower House has got nothing to do with the 
Upper House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT. Order, order. Agreement or settlement, 
whatever it may be, in another place will not be binding here. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, if the Opposition fore- 
goes anything that has happened in another place, it means that they want 
to overthrow the whole thing that was decided as a result of an agreement 
between the Opposition and the Government. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: In any case. Sir, we must 
have the time to which we are entitled under the rules. 
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Diseussion on Chief Ministor’s Ctatoment reviewing prevent situation in 

this province. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRECiDENT: Order, order. The House will now take 
up further discu.ssion of tlie motions relating to the general statement 
reviewing the present situation made by the Hon 'hie Chief Minister in the 
Council on the 17th September, 1942. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDiN AHMAD: Sir, as I was submitting the 
other <lay, the honourable mover of the motion built up his entire oase upon 
one fact that export should be stopped. But I was trying to point out that 
stopping of export will react adversely against us as that would result in 
stopping import of salt, sugar, wheat and other things. My honourable 
friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, the -wit in the House, suggested that 
sugar is not a very essential thing and that salt is also not an essential 
commodity. I beg to submit that he should remember that the other day 
Mr. Nur Ahmed moved a resolution in the House urging that there should 
be arrangement for training of the jjeople by the (iovernment in the use of 
balanced food and about nutritive value of proper diet. Sugar and salt 
should be considered by him to be very important. Now one other point 
was mentioned by my honourable friend Mr. Abul Quasem. He was of the 
opinion that the speech of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister did not deal with 
troubles arising in the villages during air raids and other things. He was 
also of the opinion that preventive measures were confined only to towns. 
It should be remembered in this connection that tliere are dangerous areas 
jind there are some towns which are peculiarly falling within the danger 
zones and naturally A.R.P. precautions have been concentrated mostly in 
those towns. For the villages there are the Bengal Home Guards. My 
honourable friend has entirely missed that. In these circumstances, the 
Opposition has not been able to make out a very good case. There is one 
weakness of a very important character in the motion which is based entire- 
ly on non-mention of certain facts in the speech of the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister. It has been successfully shown by my honourable friend 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das that that is also not a fact. Things have been 
mentioned with commendable brevity and economy of words. So with 
regard to this there should be no grievance. At least the Leader of the 
Opposition should not have rested his case merely on the fact that reference 
has not been made to certain things. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, are the Hon’ble Ministers 
entitled to hold a standing conference inside the Chamber while the House 
is in session? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwola HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

We are only following the examples of the ex-Leader of the House. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUi|AR BASU: You a.re invited to come 
end join us. 
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lOlMl Bahadur NAZI RU ODIN AHMAD: Sir, I would like to raise a 
question of procedure in this House. 

Sir, I beg to draw your kind attention to a ruatter of procedure with 
regard to this matter. This matter, — I do Tc t know whether this is a 
resolution or motion — it is of a composite eliaracter. I beg to submit that 
it is no resolution. The only way resolution could have been moved will 
be found in rule -Qt). But it has been agreed somehow or other that this is 
not a resolution. The only other rule which may possibly come into 
operation is rule -37. With regard to both these rules, there are inherent 
difficulties. Rule J17 relates to motions. 1 beg to submit tliat the item 
under consideration is not a motion for the simple reason that it is worded 
like a resolution, though it is conceded on all hands that it is not a resolu- 
tion. It could come only as a motion, and I submit it is not a motion. It 
is an expression of opinion of the House. A motion consists in asking the 
Ministers to do something. 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would you please state what you are* 
driving at? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: There can be no voting on ft 
matter like this. If precedents are wanted, 1 will quote two. Recently,, 
in the Central Assembly a matter like tliis was discussed without any vote;: 
and some time ago when Sir Bijoy Prasad moved that the Floud Commission 
Report be taken into consideration, we had merely talked it over and there 
was no voting on the point. My point is that there can be no voting on 
the present occasion too. The Chief Minister's statement has been liefore 
the public and before tlie House and we may raise certain points and discuss 
the matter. This should not be tlie subject-matter of any vote. My honour- 
able friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury probably with his characteristic 
shrewdness anticipated it and somehow' or other in an unguarded moment 
says this resolution is an amendment to the statement made by the Chief 
Minister. Although it is a shrewd statement, on a careful consideration he- 
will himself admit that the ('hief Minister’s statement cannot be amended 
at all. It is not like the King's sjieech which could be amended. You can- 
not take away anything from the statement made by the Chief Minister; 
you cannot add to it. iSo this is not an amendment to the Chief Minister’^ 
statement. Further, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has not moved that his- 
statement be taken into consideration. The statement has been made 
before the House and something which is not a resolution, which is not a 
motion, is before the House and w'e are talking on it. I submit, Sir, we 
cannot vote. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: With regard to this point of 
voting, I am reminded of a story. One m‘ali was seen drowning on the way 
side. People rushed in to save him and asked him to give his hand. But 
he would not stretch out his hand to be saved.* Another man from back 
rushed in, saying take this^hand, 'and then to put hls^ hand and 

thus eventually dragged out of water. When the latter persUii was asked 
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bow be could induce the drowning man to stretch out his band^ they were 
informed that this man was well known not to have given anything in bis 
life. When he was asked to give, naturally he did not give, but when he 
was asked to take, he took. Like my friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin 
Ahmad we cannot take anything. But we can express our opinion upon 
what the Chief Minister has said. And this has been sought to be done 
through our motions. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do you want a ruling? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: It is not a resolution, it is 
not a motion as will he clear on a mere perusal. So, there can be no voting. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The honourable member 
from Burdwan is of o])inion that there cannot be any voting on the Special 
Motion, of which notice lias ]>een given. But at the very outset, I may tell 
him that if he looks at the front page of the Chief Minister’s printed speech 
he will find that he has invited remarks and comments of the honourable 
members of this House upon that Statement. Then there is the Order of 
the Hon’ble President that this motion will be treated as a Special' Motion 
and would be governed by the procedure as laid down in section 96 of our 
rules. In view of this fact and in further consideration of the fact that 
the sense of the House cannot be ascertained unless a vote is taken on the 
matter, I rule that, if necessary, voting will be allowed. In this connection, 
it may also be pointed out that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister gave his 
consent to the discussion of his statement. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, at the 
very outset may I ask wdiere is the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, whose 
motion we are discussing and w^ho I believe is going to reply? Can the 
House not expect that he should be present here now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: If the Chief Minister 
bad known that Sir Bijoy Prasad would speak just now, then no doubt he 
would have arranged to be here. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Well, Sir, I am not such an 
important person that I should have to send notice to the Chief Minister 
to be present when I speak in the House. But I consider it discourteous to 
the House. Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu ought to realise that if the 
Chief Minister moves a motion and invites criticisms on it, it is his duty 
to be present when those criticisms are being offered : it is no use trying to 
be flippant. 

Thi HoiPMtt Mr. PRAMATHA NATYf BANfRJEEs Sir Bijoy Prasad 
is in high dudgeon today! 
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8if BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: At the outset, I may assure the 
House and the Hon'ble the Chief Minister and his colleajfues on the Treasury 
Benches that it is far from my intention to intervene in this debate in a 
spirit of carping criticism. My sole object is to draw the attention of 
Government to certain specific points regarding the present economic and 
political situation which have been referred to in the Chief Minister’s 
statement. 

Regarding the resolution under discussion I crave indulgence not to 
confine myself to the letter of the motion, though I fully agree with what 
was 8ai(f by the honourable mover about the seriousness of the position 
brought about by the abnormally high prices of the necessaries of life. I 
realise the difticulties of Government in tackling tlie problem, specially as 
Bengal is not self-sufficient regarding the supply of several articles such as 
dal, mustard oil seed, wheat, sugar and salt. The ditiic\ilties have been 
greatly enhanced due to the absence of transport facilities, aggravated recent- 
ly on account of the disturbances in certain parts of Bihar and TTnited 
Provinces. All that I want to impress on fiovernment is that courageous 
tackling of the economic situation is desirable on humanitarian, economic 
as well as on political grounds. 

I am one of those who did not hesitate in disapprove of the mass movement 
that was fore-shadowed in the resolution of the All-India Congn'ss Com- 
mittee. I sincerely deplore the outburst of violence — loot, arson, incen- 
diarism, sabotaging of communications and murder of dutiful public* 
servants — that have followed the acceptance of the resolution ot the (/ongress 
Committee and the arrest ot the Congress I^eaders as well as the punitive 
measures that Government had to resort to for checking these acts of violence 
and disorder. It is most unfortunate that when all our energies and 
resources should have been directed and utilised for the defence of our 
Motherland, they have to be dissipated in quelling a serious internal dis- 
order. Sir, no Government can shirk the responsibility of controlling this 
unfortunate situation or avtiid taking measures against those vvIjo arc 
responsible for the disturbances, only on the ground that the duty is 
unpleasant. The Hon’ble (’hief Minister in his statement has said that 
he and some of his colleagues deprecated the initiation of the mass movement 
and assured the public that they were prepared to take steps for checking 
the same and for maintenance of the peace and trancjuility . This statement 
of the Hon’ble Chief Minister, however, I regret to point out, is out of tune 
with the resolution that was adopted by his party on the 22nd of August 
last, the Chief Minister presiding over that party meeting. There was 
not a word of condemnation of the movement in that resolution. This 
statement of the Chief Minister is again not in consonance with the observa- 
tions that were reported to have been made by his colleague, the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister at a Press Conference in New Delhi at which he said 
that the Council of Ministers in Bengal was not^given any opportunity to 
express its views on the All-India policy initiated by the Government of 
India regarding the disorder, and the policy to which the Bengal Government 
had to conform. Sir, these different and somewhat divergent statements 
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require clarification and reconciliation with one another. The statement of 
Hon’ble Dr. Mookerjee has created an impression that the Government of 
Bengal do not subscribe to the all-India policy regarding maintenance of law 
and order but are simply carrying out the policy initiated and dictated by the 
Government of India. I assume that this impression is a mistaken one, and 
feel that the Ministry should take the earliest opportunity to remove this 
impression which is definitely harmful from the administrative point of 
view, specially in the present circumstances of the country. Moreover, a 
great constitutional issue arises out of the statement made by Hon^ble the 
Finance Minister in New Delhi. Law and Order is a provincial subject and 
if there is disorder in the country, it is the duty of the Provincial Govern- 
ment to check it. Under section 126A of the amended Government of 
India Act, the Central Government can give directions to the Provincial 
Government in certain matters when the Governor-General has proclaimed 
an emergency on being satisfied that there is imminent danger of war or 
internal disturbance in the country. The Governor-General did actually 
proclaim this emergency under section 102 of the Government of India Act 
on the very day that War was declared in 1939. But so far they have given 
no such directions, so that whatever actions have been taken in this province 
in checking the disturbances have been taken by the Government of 
Bengal. Unless and until the Central Government give directions under 
section 120 A to the province, the question of the Provincial Government 
carrying out the policy of the Government of India regarding matters which 
tall within the field of provincial responsibility cannot arise. 

Tfie Hon’blo Mri 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U* Sir, on a point of order. 
Is the honourable member discussing item No. 18 or any other item? 

Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am just trying to speak of 
the situation generally because the Chief Minister’s statement raises all 
these points. That statement has a definite bearing on the political 
situation. Of course, I know*, Sir, these arguments are very uncomfortable 
to my honourable friends. 

The Hon’blo Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: This is wholly irrelevant. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Sir Bijoy, what are you driving at? 

Khwi Behadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On a point of information, 
Sir 


The Hen’ble Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, is the speech 
relevant P 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am not going to yield to 
any one. I am on my legs and let not the Hon’ble Minister disturb me. 
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Ktan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On a point of order, Sir. 
The honourable member may not yield but he is dealing with matters which 
are covered by other items and that is the reason why we are objecting to 
his speech. I want a ruling from you, Sir, on this point. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, vindication of the autonomy 
of the province, so far as it is enjoyed under the Government of India Act, 
1935, should be the first and foremost concern of the Council of Ministers. 
Constitutionally, it will be wrong for the Ministers to disown responsibility 
for their^ own actions or to allow any impression to gain ground that they 
are merely carrying out the policy that has been laid down by the C'entral 
Government. Sir, I am for giving full to-operation to the Government of 
India in the present circumstances. I fully realise that in a state of 
emergency and in a situation as the present one there must be a uniform 
policy as far as possible. But under no circumstances I can agree to the 
voluntary surrender of responsibility by the Provimial Ministers or 
countenance the impression that has been allowed to grow that the Provin- 
cial Government are not free to exendse their own authority but have been 
following the directions of the Central Government. This is constitutionally 
unsound and even dangerous and 1 hojie the House will deprecate the 
propagation of any such idea. I am sure that this impression has been 
created without their sanction and they will be the first to remove this 
impression. (Khan Sahib Anur. Qua.skm ; More than doubtful.) 

Sir, the next point to which I w'ould like to draw the attention of the 
House and of the Ilon’ble Ministers is the imposition of collective fines on 
the inhabitants in the areas where acts of sabotaging of communications 
and other disturbances have occurred. Sir, 1 do recognise that imposition 
of collective fines is sometimes an administrative necessity and is required 
for punishing the miscreants, for deterring those who are tacit sympathisers 
of such acts of lawlessness. T hope 1 am not wrong when I say that 
Government by notification have exempted the Muslim community from 
the imposition of collective fines at least in certain parts of the province, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I rise on a point of order. I believe, 
we are discussing the motion which was moved 

(Cries of that point has been decided from the Opposition Benches.) 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not take any exception to 
this decision of Government. On the other hand, I congratulate them on 
their sense of fairness, because if the Mussulmans as a community have not 
taken part in the movement in an area it is only fair that they should be 
exempted. But I do hope at the same time, that Government will not try 
to punish all Hindus in a locality where disturbances have occurred simply 
because they are Hindus. Government should make a distinction between 
the innocent and the guilty even amongst the Hfedus and make full use of 
the discretion with which they are vested for granting exemption to a 
particular community or individual, under the Bengal Turbulent 
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Areas Ordinance. The Hon’ble Chief Minister may say in reply that this 
has got to be left to the discretion of the local oiiicers in whom Government 
have full confidence. Sir, I know that Government must function through 
their local officers. But still 1 feel that it is Government's duty to see that 
the discretion is actually and properly exercised and that all Hindus, 
irrespective of their complicity in the mass movement, are not equally 
punished. This will only alienate the sympathy of those who are on the 
side of law and order, and such a policy can never be conducive to the 
restoration of peace and good-will in a disturbed area. The Chief Minister 
in his statement says that the District Magistrates have been diluted to 
convey warning to the inhabitants of all areas through which any line of 
communications passes that they would be held responsible if any sabotage 
or outrage occurs. 1 wish that he had at the same time conveyed the 
direction that on no account should the innocent be punished with the guilty. 
Sir, on this point 1 will make a special appeal to the Working President of 
the Hindu Mahasabha, though 1 have no doubt that the Hindu interest is 
always uppermost in his mind. (Khan Sahib Abul Quasem : Dr. Mookher- 
jee is now the custodian of the interests of the Muslim community.) 

Sir, another matter which I would like to mention is that though 
preventive and punitive measures have been resorted to, Government have 
not yet felt it necessary to take steps for carrying propaganda amongst the 
public against the movement, to impress on the people of this province the 
danger of such a movement, specially at a time when we have the enemy at 
our door. 8ir, unfortunately, our student community have got involved in 
this movement. 1 sincerely deplore it and so, 1 am sure, does every respon- 
sible citizen of this province. My friends Dr. 8. P. Mookerjee, ex-Vice- 
Chancellor of the Calcutta University and Mr. P. N. Banerjee, ex-Principal 
of the Calcutta Law College, are closely associated with the educational 
institutions of this province; they are interested in education and in the 
welfare of the student community personally and traditionally; nobody can 
doubt their solicitude for the students of Bengal. But I regret to find that 
up till now they have not organised a single meeting for addressing the 
students on the undesirability of taking part in this movement. Up till now 
they had not undertaken a single tour of propaganda in the mofussil for 
dissuading the students in particular and the Hindu public of Bengal in 
general from identifying themselves with this movement. In this matter if 
Dr. Mookerjee would follow in the footsteps of his illustrious father, that 
friend and benefactor of the Bengali student community, I am sure 
Dr. Mookerjee would earn the lasting gratitude of many a parent and of his 
country. Let him do what Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee did in dissuading the 
students from joining the non-co-operation movement in 1921. 

The last point in the Hon^ble Chief Minister’s statement, to which I 
would refer, is regarding the scheme of war insurance of immovable 
properties. He says that Government have accepted the recommendations 
of the Committee of Enquiry and have decided to submit the scheme to the 
Government of India for introducing the scheme. For this assurance we are 
grateful to him and to his Government. But the scheme shoxi|d Jiave been 
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introduced by this time. The Committee submitted their report in the first 
week of July and today we are at the end of September. Unfortunately, 
Japan is not likely to stay her hands to enable the file to complete its 
departmental orbit. Will the Government send an urj^ent reminder to the 
(Government of India if the matter has already been sent to them; if not, 
will the Chief Minister kindly see that it is despatched within the next few 
hours? 

Sir, I hope and trust that the points I have raised will meet with careful 
consideration at the hands of the Government and that tlhey will take steps 
if they* consider it desirable, accordinpf to my 8Ug:gestion8. Sir, in conclu- 
sion, I will afrain assure my honourable friends on the Treasury Bemdies 
that my observations are not made in a party spirit, I>ecau8e 1 do not belong 
to any party within the Legislature nor are they directed for embarrassing 
the Government in any way. I make my submissions in a friendly spirit 
and w'ould request the Government to accept them in the spirit in which tlhey 
have l>een offered. 

Mr. J. B. R088. Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I propose to confine my 
remarks strictly to the motion which is before the House. I listened 
carefully on Thursday last to the sx)eec.hes of my honourable friends in 
Opposition, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muay.zamuddin Hossain and Kliau Sahib 
Maulvi Abul Quasem. They indulged in much diatribe against the Govern- 
ment, on whom both these gentlemen were imdined to throw not only the 
blame for the existing economic crisis — and one must admit that such a 
crisis does exist today — but they were also prepared to leave it entirety to 
Government to put matters right. 1 expected to hear some constructive 
suggestions from the Opposition which w’ould assist the Ministry in the 
handling of this very difficult problem; but in this I w^as disappointed and 
I regret to say that their criticisms were generally unhelpful. 

My honourable friend the Khan Bahadur I have always held in the 
highest esteem, for his contributions to the debate in this House have 
alw^ays been of a high standard and have shewn a wide grasp of the condi- 
tions of life of the peasant and of his economic, problems. 

In his speech on this motion however he did not rise to his customary 
eminence but confined his exhortations to such generalities as “that Govern- 
ment must act’’ or “that Government must take steps” without in any way 
offering to assist Government by placing his knowledge and experience at 
the disposal of the department concerned. 

Equally so with my honourable friend the Khan Sahib. He is the 
roaring lion and the growling tiger of the Opposition (Laughter). But he 
also, apart from expressing great indignation and showing great depth of 
feeling, both of which I believe were truly genuine and not assumed, put 
forward no constructive solution of the present difficulties. He related 
vividly his personal experiences amongst the residents in his own consti- 
tueney, experiences which went to show t^at real distress does exist 
amongst the peasants; but I would ask him whether he lhas taken any 
concrete action either with Government or otherwise to help these poor 
people ii;i^tkeir present plight. Talking alone will not accomplish results. 
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The European Party in this House is largely representative of 
employing interests and I would like to inform the House that we have 
been faced with the same problems in regard to food supplies for industrial 
labour. We, however, have not allowed matters to drift. Dearness allow- 
ances have been granted to employees in almost all cases and so far as Jute 
Mill and Colliery Labour are concerned, arrangements are now in force 
whereby rice and wheat are purchased in the principal markets, brought 
into stock and issued to the labour, in most cases at less than cost, thus 
ensuring freedom from anxiety on the part of the workers in regard to 
their staple food supply and at the same time obtaining their lo^yal co- 
operation in the furtherance of the war effort in these industries. 

One of tlie chief difficulties, however, encountered by the coal industry 
in giving effect to this arrangement was the embargo placed on the export 
of food grains by Provincial Governments. 

The continuation of this policy was advocated by one honourable member 
on my right in speaking on this motion, but in my humble opinion this is 
a practice which accentuates rather than alleviates the problem of distri- 
bution, as it interferes with the normal flow of foodstuffs from producing 
markets to consuming centres. 

c 

Let me give you an instance. The Jharia coalfield is situated in Bihar 
but its normal source of supply of rice is Bankura in Bengal. With the 
Bengal Government’s ban on the export of rice, the flow of supplies for 
labourers in the Jharia area ceased and in a few weeks an acute shortage 
of rice became evident in the colliery bazars, supplies at one time being 
reduced to 3/4 days’ requirements, and the coal industry being faced with 
the possibility of food riots. 

At the same time, the normal source of rice supplies for the labouring 
classes of North Bengal is Purnea in Bihar, but owing to the Bihar Govern- 
ment’s ban on the export of rice beyond the provincial boundaries, serious 
situation began to loom up in North Bengal. 

Under strong pressure from industrial interests it was eventually agreed 
that the Bengal Government would release supplies for the Bihar coalfields 
on condition that Bihar released a like quantity for North Bengal. 1 
hesitate to think what would have happened to the Jharia coalfields had 
this bargaining counter not been available to the coal industries. 

One thing is certain and that is that the movement of coal for th€ use 
of industries engaged on war production and particularly the metallurgical 
industries would have been seriously reduced owing to the exodus of labour 
to places where food supplies were more easily obtainable. 

The policy of interfering with the normal flow of foodstuffs from produc- 
ing to consuming markets by the enforcement of provincial bans is fraught 
with grave repercussions. I, therefore, strongly invite Government to ftnidy 
the question in the light of the two examples which I have given. It jU a 
practice which requires the most careful reconsideration of provincial 
authorities. 
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In this connection ^ it has been rumoured that discrimination in the 
release of foodstuffs has been shown by Government in favour of members 
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. These rumours have no foundation 
whatever on facts. Employing interests of the tea, jute and coal industries 
some time ago realised the difficulties likely to arise in respect of the supply 
of foodstuffs to their labour forces and took prompt action, put up the 
funds required individually and arranged for collective purchases entirely 
for the benefit of Indian workers, literate and illiterate; and I have no 
doubt ^hat if the Indian employing interests had taken the same action, 
they w;puld have met with the same treatment, as they must have, at the 
hands of Government. Tbe whole point is that in times like these you hay^S 
to do the bulk of the work yourselves and obtain such assistance from 
(jovernment in the matter of permits and other facilities as Government can 
readily grant. Unfortunately, however, there is a tendency in many 
quarters particularly amongst politicians to leave everything to Government 
and to hope for the best. 

The problem of the rural areas is admittedly a different one from that 
in urban and industrial areas and I am not in a position myself to suggest 
a solution. I would, how’cver, draw the attention of Government to the 
steps taken by the Government of Assam to relieve areas in that province 
w’here supplies are short. That Government has entered into an arrange- 
ment with a commercial firm which, as I understand it, wdll purchase rice 
from areas in the province where supplies are plentiful and distribute it 
in areas where there is scarcity and distress. 

Government might consider a similar arrangement for Bengal. 

My two honourable friends, however, to whom I have already referred, 
have wide experience of rural conditions and of rural requirements, and 
they have the ability and brains to assist Government by putting forward 
a considered appreciation of these. I suggest to them therefore that instead 
of indulging in broadsides at Government, they offer the benefit of their 
experience towards a solution of the difficulties of the peasant to which they 
are so keenly alive. 

With these words, Sir, on behalf of the European Party I oppose the 
motion before the House. 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL; Sir, I regret I cannot con- 
gratulate Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy on the (Sir Buoy Prasad Singh 
Roy: I did not want it) omnibus statement made by him. We could not 
have expected a better comment from Sir Bijoy and his co-thinkers as the 
present Cabinet is their eye-sore. With a generally jaundiced vision and 
outlook they find everything bad and inefficient in the present regime. I 
quite appreciate my friend’s predicament as the cult of negation which he 
has been, cultivating since the new Ministry ushered into existence, has 
no4,iiUght him to think otherwise. 

<^dmitting for the sake of argument that the schemes are not up to 
the mark, I would ask my friend what was he doing so long. Has he 
chalked any alternative scheme for consideration? Has he any 
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constructive suggestion to offer? He has sat tight endlong and has now 
jumped up to bring to judgment everything. The Hon’ble the Premier lias 
given comprehensive details of what they have done and propose to do in 
the matter of civil defence and other important schemes at this juncture. 
Wo have also read the Finance Minister’s speech regarding endeavours 
made by the Government in the matter of providing essential commodities, 
namely, rice, sugar and salt. These have relieved popular anxiety to a* Very 
great extent. All that we want is that earnest efforts should be made to 
alleviate public distress and we should hold some patience and watch and 
see after all what actually the Cabinet does, what benefit we get by this 
Ministry. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Kir, I will confine 
my remarks on the problem of the serious food situation in Bengal. We 
are grateful to Mr. Ross, the licader of the European Group, for stating 
what the Bengal Chamber of (Vunmerce, rejiresenting the employers of 
Bengal and Bihar, are doing in the matter. The situation regarding the 
supply of foodstuff and other eonnuodities is getting critical day of day, 
as everybody knows. It has affei’ted the workers, because while they are 
working in mill areas, they cannot employ their part-time to grow food- 
stuff. In some labour areas the problem has become so acute that the 
danger of food riots and consequent dislocation has become very great and 
I can tell you, 1 shall not be surprised to hear of such disturbances if the 
present state of things is allowed to continue. These riots will give much 
more trouble to the custodians of Law and Order than the congress saboteurs 
lhave done. In spite of prices being declared to be controlled, the fact is 
that wherever commodities are available, their prices have shot up more 
tlian 100 per cent. In many areas where there is very serious shortage of 
foodstuff, unlawful concealment of stocks by dealers is rampant. The stores 
opened by British employers are unable to coi>e with the situation mainly 
due to the adoption of unimaginative methods and lack of voluntary associa- 
tion of the workers. They can give a cheque for Rs. 10 lakhs for the 
purchase of wheat, fiour, padd^V or other commodities for the people of the 
mill areas, but they have no supervision over the staff who control the sale 
of foodstuffs in the employers’ shops properly, as I have seen only yesterday 
in Bhatpara. 

There are other defects also in the shops started in the mill area. Sir, 
before the workers there is a dual problem : the immediate problem of 
existence and also the problem of finding facilities for maintaining the 
increasing production on behalf of their employers. The efforts of 
Government seem to show that they believed that this problem has 
nothing to do with war production or the defence of the country : or else 
they are confused and find themselves incapable of tackling the problem. 
Sir, it is our duty to warn the Government and I say this advisedly on 
behalf of workers and particularly on behalf of the Federation 
labour which is vitally interested in the problem of food pricea—it ia^ur 
duty to warn the Government as also the people that this problem should 
not be treated indifferently, because on a successful solution^, of this 



1942.; 


CHIEF MINISTER’S STATEMENT. 


247 


problem will depend the maintenance and increase ef war production; 
and it ^ must be borne in mind that the people who are aftVcled very 
aeriously by the higli prices of foodstufl^.s are i)oteutial victims of the revolu- 
tionaries, designing Fifth Coloumnists. That is what is happening and 
Britain knows only too well about this in certain British )>ossessions. The 
Government and the employers have tried to meet this problem by taking 
some measures. They have fix«ed prices for different commodities: they 
have issued Ordinances to regulate the normal prices of supplies. They 
have opened stores in some places. In spite of all these, however, it 
requires no argument today to prove that the problem still continues and* 
that the measures are not at all effective. There must be some serious 
fundamental defect in the whole approach to the problem. As Mr. Ross 
has complained that no concrete suggestion has been made in the House 
on the subject, 1 am going t(» give some constructive suggestions here. 
Members who live in comparative (comforts in towns cannot realise the 
hoirible situation, the painful, the harrowing distress, that prevails in 
the industrial areas and in certain villages, for example, in the 24- 
Parganas whicdi I visited only the other day. So far as labour is concerned, 
my concrete suggestions are that every factory coming under the ])urview 
of tihe lactories Act must o]>en one or more stores of supply of commo- 
dities. The jute mills have got many facilities to open and manage such 
shops; hut this covers only three or four lakhs of em])loyec‘S — probably 
only one-fifth of the industrial and oth(‘r employees in Bengal. 

My second suggestion is that the management and control of these 
stores w’ill be undertaken by joint committee of equal representatives of 
employers, employees and the Government. 

By Government I meant the Subdivisional Officer in a subdivision and 
in a district any suitable Government officer. 

Mr. J. B. ROSS: But who pays for these shops? 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Well, Govern- 
ment ])ays its officers very handsomely or rather highly. Srime of them 
can serve (m these committees; they can assist employers by advice in 
managing their shops. There are many well-paid men w'orking in the jute 
and other factories wdio can assist on these committees w’ithcmt any 
additional remuneration. My third suggestion is that the present system 
of supply by the exchange of coupons or tickets should be replaced by cash 
system to only bona fide employees. My fourth suggestion is that the 
supply of commodities in labour areas both in the liazars and in the factory 
stores should be regulated and controlled by the district or subdivisional 
control committees formed on the same basis as menlioned before in my 
sugs^OA No. 2. 

ttese committees should be in direct touch with a control committee 
of the whole province. My fifth suggestion is that the Governnfent with 
the help of popular anti-Fascist organisations should immediately open 
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sliops in the bazars — and I suppose Government is doing something in that 
direction — for retail sell under control prices. My sixth suggestion is 
that deterrent punishment must be meted out to those who conceal or 
try to conceal stocks, that is to profitteers and hoarders. 

Sir, I can say that if the Hon’ble Chief Minister were present, he would 
have taken note of it. I had reports that the staff of the Controller of 
Prices have taken money from stock-holders and one of them has been 
arrested and that liis case is still under police investigation. The amount 
involved in this case is Its. b,000 taken by him from a very big* stockist. 
Sir, 1 lhave heard it from a reliable source yesterday 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Who ttdd you ihh? 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: My friend heard 
it from one of ihv members of the staff' of the Director of Civil Supply 
.which is the new name — the old name was Controller of Prices. There- 
fore, Sir, tliere shcmld be such a system whereby non-officials should be 
represented on a Board io assist the Director and help him in detecting cor- 
rupt ion and bribery. Tlien, Sir, some members of the l^rice Control staff* 
and of the War Purchase staff' expressed that they must put by as much as 
possible, as victory is uncertain. The members of the Supply I)e])artment 
and various other ])urcha8ing and checking departments are mostly ))essi- 
mistic about the ultimate result of this war and so they make as much money 
as they (‘an, as they think there will be no authorities left to check the stock 
or accounts — that is the ftnding they have got. Therefore, Sir, with the help 
of such organisations us anti-Fasist defence committees or anti-Faccist 
political parties and trade unions and the Indian Federation of labour, 
and their respective volunteers, vigilance, both official and unofficial, 
should be organised by the local police against any violation of the control 
ordinances and rules 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy Chowdhury, how long will 
you take to finish your speech? 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: In ffve minutes. 
Sir, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Try to finish in three minutes, as I shall 
have to adjourn the House now. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: All right^^, Sir. 
Steps should be taken to ‘ensure regular flow of supply to these dtoreST and 
to see that the retail dealers are not exploited by the wholesale dialers, 
that the wholesale dealers do not get perferential supply by the aid of 
influential persons in the Government or by paying money. In all matters 
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regarding change of controlled prices, the joint committees in factories, 
the control committees and the popular anti-Facist organisations should 
be consulted, giving them the facts of the particular situation. Sir, in 
conclusion it is my earnest prayer to Government that steps should be 
taken to put a stop to .corrui)tion and bribery and constitute 
Advisory Committees to assist Civil Supplies Department. I appeal 
to Mr. Piiinell, the new Director of Civil Siipjdies, one of the 
oldest members of Civil Service, to take drastic ste])s against profiteers and 
hoard^ers of foodstufts and against those wlio are dishonest and take money 
from the big stockists. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. It has been brought io ’ 
my notice that much inconvenience is being felt lor want of information 
as to w^hat will be the agenda fomorrow. Will the Leader of the House 
please state what will be the business tomorrow? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Todays’ business 
will continxie tomorrow'. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House stands 
adjourned till 2-15 p.ni. tomorrow’. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the f'iOth 
September, 1942. 
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Members absent. 

The following members w'ere absent from the meeting held on the 29th 
September, 1942 : — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Mr. S. C. Chakravarti. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Rezzaqul Haider Chowdhiiry. 

(4) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(5) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(G) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(8) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(9) Mr. K. L. Goswami. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Syed Mohd. Ghaziiil Huq. 

(11) Maulariu Muhammad Akrani Khan. 

(12) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(13) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(14) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(15) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(IG) Dr. K. 8. Ray. 

(17) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(18) Rai Sahib J. M. Sen. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Second Session, 1S42— No. 7. 


The^ Council met iu the liejrishitive Chamher of tlie Jie^ishitive 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the dOtli Septemher, 11M2, at ‘^-lo p.m., 
beinj?: the seventh day of the Secmnd Sessioii of 1942, ])ursimnt to 
section Ii2 (2) {a) of the (Toveriiinent of India Act, Hh't'). 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Ahdul Hamid CIiowdiiury) was' 
in the Chair. 


Point of Privilege. 

Mr. H/milDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, la fore you take up the 
quest iods, I wish to raise a point oi privilege ot this House. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On a i>oint of order, Sir. 
The (juestion of ]irivilej»‘e 

Sir BlilOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Wlmn there is a point of 
privilege, no j>oint of order can he raised. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 am su])})ortin^^ Mr. Iiami> 
dul Iluq Cliowdhury. 1 was saying*: that his i)oint ol privile;»'e mi/^ht he 
taken up aftej- the (luestions are finished. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, yesterday the Nan ah 

Bahadur of Dacca in rej)ly to a question relatinf? to foo<I-suj)ply stated, 
when we had asked Jiow imo*h rice tlie (lovernment had actually purchased, 
that for reasons of State lie could not divulj^e tlie total quantity. Today we 
find in the newspapers that a communique has been issued hy t]M‘ (lovern- 
meiit showing the (juantity of ric^ which tliey have purchased and which 
they are holding in their custody. This is a deliberate insult to the 
House inasmuch as the Hon’ble Minister withheld the information from 
the House. He had the information which he sup])lied to the Press for 
publication although he did not inform the House of the total quantity of rice 
the Government had purchased. It seems that the public has greater right 
than this House to have the information from the Hon’ble Minister. Thi.s 
House has been treated with contempt in this way. The Hon’ble Nawab 
Bahadur of Dacca, moreover, remains mostly aksent, from the meetings of 
the Council even if he be in Calcutta when important subjects regarding 
his department are taken up in the House. 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: Sir, 
I am very sorry that the honourable member has made a statement like 
that. I had no desire whatsoever to insult this House. When yesterday 
I replied to that particular question, it was for reasons of public interest 
that the exact quantity was not mentioned. But it was afterwards decided 
by the CWncil of Ministers that the exact quantity should be published for 
the information of the public. So, it was publislied throuj^h the communique. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ DHOWDHURY: The Ilon’ble Minister shoiild 
know that the House is much more interested than the llon’ble Minister 
himself in this particular question. I submit that the llon’ble Minister 
had the information in his ])ossession yesterday. If so, "wliy did we not get 
this reply 

The Hon’ble Naurab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: As 

I have already slated, this (|uestion concerned the (jovernment of India 
and unless the (lovernnient of India gave us permission to publish the 
information, we liad no right to publish it. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Hoes the ilon’ble Minister suggest 
that l)etween his statement in this House that it was against ])ublic interest 
to sujiply the information in answer to tlie sujiplementary (juestion j)ut by 
my honourable friend, and the publication of the communique, he had the 
communication from the (rovemnient of India r* 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: Yes. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Most absurd. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: It 

is not absurd. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Of course, it is. Unless the 
Minister had a telephonic communication from the (lovernment of India 
how could he have received the directions of the Government of India within 
this short timeP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: May 

I again say that there was a communi(*ation from the Government and the 
reply had not come from the Government of India when I was answering it? 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: There was a publication in 
the papers day before yesterday that Government held 9 lakhs tons of rice. 
The Government contradicted it this morning by saying that it was not tons 
but maunds. Therefore, as between the statement which was contradicted 
and the communique in questlion there was only 24 hours. If the Government 
of Bengal could take the consent of the Government of India so quickly 
within 14 or 20 hours, could not the Minister enquire from the Government 
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of India whether such a great secret of State which may enable the Japanese 
to win the war should be disclosed 1o the Legislature when this question 
was asked? 

The Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: I 

have nothing furtlier to add. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: The Hon’ble Minister is slighting this 
House. He deliberately violated the privileges of the House, viz., the 
privilege of asking (juestions and getting straiglit rcj)lics therct(». The 
Minister said that owing to reasons of State he could not give the informa- 
tion but in the following morning they came out with a communiciue. Is 
it not flouting the privilege of the House? The I Ion ‘hie Minister in reply- 
ing to the question is showing a spirit of levity which is not t‘xpe(‘ted of 
him . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: A quest ion of privilege* has heeii raised 
by Mr. ITaniidul lluq (diowdhury. llefore I give my opinion offhand as to 
whether it really amounts to a breaeh of the jirivilege of the House, T think 
I should ascertain the sense of the House on this point. If Mr. Lhowdhury 
is keen over it, he may move a motion before tin* House to nd'cr the matter 
to the (^''ommittee of Privileges. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: 1 would like to know how the 
question of obtaining the sanction ot the (rovernment of India arises before 
the (L)vernmeni of Hengal leleases (*ertain information to the House. 
CaJinot the (loverjiment of Hengal in their own judgment decide and give 
information on (juestions affecting the interest (^f the [leople? I would 
like to know' from you, Sir, whether any breach has been committed by the 
(jovernment liy witli holding the information for tw’o or threi' hours and 
issuing a communiiiue to correct the misapprehensions that may have bt*(‘B 
current. I do not see, as far as I am (‘oncermsl, that any harm has been 
done. The information has been obtained and published and the rumour 
has been corrected. There was a false rumour prevailing in the city thai. 
9 lakhs tons of paddy that had been bought by the Government had been 
shipped outside India. If (hat communiiiue has dom* any thing at all, it 
has removed a lot of uneasiness. I do feel tliat (iovtTiiment can 
issue any communiijue at any time even at midnight for publication the 
next morning, and I do not think it is necessary for the (io\'ernment to 
obtain the (xovernment ot India’s sanction before doing so. I find that 
certain members of tlic House have questioned the hftna fides of tlie (Gov- 
ernment, they have even insinuated that (lovernmenl are witlilodding 
the truth; I think this is a very bad tactic adopted on the jiart of the Opposi- 
tion. I do feel til at a certain amount id' courttvsy dm* to the Jlon’ble 
Ministers particulaily after they have definitely <*xpicsscfl a particular 
opinion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Mrf Mookerjee in his anxiety 
has put forward some argument when the HoiiTde Nawab Hahadur has failed 
to satisfy the House even wdth his statement of fact. Mr. Mookerjee is 
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posaibly correct, namely, that the Government of Bengal has got the right 
of issuing information to the public but that in spite of this they have gone 
to the Government of India which they need not have done at all. 
Mr. Mookerjee says and 1 agree with him that the present Ministry should 
not whittle down the autonomous rights which have been given to the pro- 
vince, and if the Ministers deliberately go out of their way to deprive the 
province of whatever little rights we have in this province and create a 
precedent so that those rights may be taken away by reason of the actions 
of Government, then that would be a fateful day for this province. I do 
not therefore think that the Ministers are justified in giving up their, rights. 
Sir, I do not question the right of the Ministers to issue any number of 
communiques, in the course of a single day or in a single night. But I do 
complain tliat Government was not at all entitled to declare that they could 
not divulge certain information on the floor of the House one afternoon and 
yet publish tlie same information the very next morning in the form of 
communique. 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: It is 

a complete untnitli. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDNURY: Which is untrue? That the 
Hoirble Minist»*r did not make the statement to the Press or that lie did 
not make tliat declaration in the House last afternoon? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am very sorry to interrupt the honour- 
able member now speaking. Is he referring to tlu‘ printed answer which was 
read out yesterday or to the Ilon'ble Minister's rej)lies to any of the 
suppelementary (jiuvstions? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: To liis replies to my supple- 
mentary (piestions. As recjuested by you, Sir, I am moving the following 
privilege m(»tion : — - 

“The deliberate failure of the HonTde Minister in (diarge of the 
Agriculture Department to give certain information to the House 
which however he gave to the public the next morning has seriously 
affected the privilege of this House and that the matter be referreil 
to the Privilege Committee.” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Have you used the word “deliberately?” 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Yes, why not? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: “Deliberately” or “carelessly”? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ ^CHOWDHURY: Yes. T have used the word 
“deliberately.” Let me now give my reasons for this motion. I have 
used the word “deliberately”, because the Ministers are responsible persons 
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aad whatever action they do they do after due consideration and delibera- 
tion and after considering all its implications. Therefore, the particular 
question which has given rise to this privilege motion is of some importance 
to the province. It has been agitating the ciiiids of tlie people for a long 
time and the Hon’ble Minister should not have been so careless in his reply 
to the question when it was put to him. After all, it is well-knowji to 
the Hon’ble Minister that the purchase of rice by the (loveriiment of Bengal 
in huge quantities has affected to a very gieat exteiif the prices prevailing 
in the country. It has created an impression in the country that (lovern- 
meiit JV’e at present purchasing rice recklessly at high ra1t‘s. (’()nse<|in‘ntly, 
the holders of stocks of lice are withholding their rice in order t(» have* the 
price of rice increased, and they are as a matter of fact getting this increased 
price. There was a desire on the part of the big stock-liolders to corner 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On a point of order, Sir. 1 
think we are considering a matter of privilege of the House. Here the 
(juestioii of hig stockists and Ihings like that do not arise. The honourable 
member is introducing wider issues than is necessary. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think it is a qncstion of mis- 
\in(l(‘rstanding and I aj>i)eal to m\ friend Mr. Hamidnl Huq (l.owdhury 
not to press this question any further. If theiu* is any iiiisiinderstanding, 
he can meet the Hoirble Nawab Baliadnr ami obtain the full facts from 
him. 1 think that is the best way: so may 1 recpiesl him to dro]> the 
matter:^ 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ OHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 have got no vindi<tive 
feeling against anybody. But I have raised the i)oiut of i)rivilege iu order 
to maintain the prestige of the House and on behalf of all s(H*ti()iis (d the 
House 1 was trying to press upon the Hon ’hie Minister to disclose the 
reason. But in view of the re(|uest of Sir Bijoy, I witlidraw the j)rivilege 
motion. 1 think at the same time that what I have already said has 
created the necessary impression. 


Question with answer which remain outstanding from the Third 
SeMiont 1941. 

Scholarships for Muslims. 

72. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the 
Education Department he please<l to state — 

(n) what was the total number of scholarshi])s and stipends granted 
from Provincial Oovernmenf Fund for all classes of education 
in 19tlh; 

(b) how many of these scholarships were general scholarships and how 
many were reserved for Muslim boys and girls; 



256 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


[^^Oth Sept. 


(c) what was the total value of these scholarships and what was the 

value of the scholarships reserved for Muslim pupils in 1936; 

(d) what was the total number of scholarships and stipends in 1940; 

(e) how many of these scholarships were general and how many special 

scholarships for Muslim pupils of all grades; 

(f) what was the total amount spent on scholarships and stipends from 

provincial revenues in 1940 and what was the sum spent on 
s(‘holarships and stipends reserved for Muslim students of all 
grades in 1940 from provincial revenues; and 

(g) how' many sidiolarships and stii)ends and of what value have been 

created by the (Tovernnient of Bengal since 193tS up to 1940? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): (a) 1,620 scholarships and 
stipends (including scholarships and stipends for Europeans and Anglo- 
Indians) of dihVrent values and for different periods amounting to 
Rs. 2, 94, 'iHr) and special scholarships and stipends amounting to Rs. 45,190 
per annum. 

(/;) Of the l,62(i scholarships and stipends 927 were general and 331 were 
for Muslims. 

(c) The value of (lie 1,626 scholarships and stipends 'was Rs. 2,94,38o and 
the value of the 331 seholars]ii])s and stipends for Muslims was Rs. 67,812. 

(d) 2,604 and specdal scholarships and stii)ends amounting to 
Rs. 1,67,838. 

(c) Out of the 2,6(t4 scholarships and stipends. 97t) were general and 840 
were for Muslims. 

(/) The total amount spent was Rs. 7.37,499 and the amount spent for 
Muslims was Rs, 2,60,855. 

(//) 1938-39 — 281 seholarshi])s and sti])ends for the value of Rs. 91,772 
and si)ecial stipends of the value of Rs. 41,284 per annum. 

1939- 40 — 643 scholarships and stipemK of the value of Rs. 1,70,552 and 
special sti])ends of the value of Rs. 38,336 ]>er annum. 

1940- 41 — 22 scholarships and stipends of the value of Rs. 6,385 and 
special stipends of the value of Rs. 43,078 ])er annum. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Arising out of (d) and (c), of the 
l,62t> seholarshi])s and stipends, it is stated that 927 were general and 331 
Moslems; but what about the rest, i.e., 3(i8? AVill the Hon’ble Minister 
pleas(‘ enlighten U‘^ on this point? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: There were 
Scheduled Castes, European and Anglo-Indians. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYI^D MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister please look to answer to {n) in which it is stated “apecial 
scholarships and stipends amounting to Rs. 45,190 per annum” and also to 
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answer to (c) “and the value of the diU scholarships and stipends for Muslims 
was Rs. 67,812” and say how it is possible to allot Rs. 67,812 out of 
Rs. 45,190. The fiprures are apparently wronjr. Are not they!^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Mi^dit he that. It 
requires re-examinatio»i of the answers before I can answei this question 
properly. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Does the (rovemment mean that 
nearly 400 scholarships are reserY(‘d for the Scheduled Tastes and only 800 
for Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I cannot ^ive the 
exact fiprures. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Arising out of answer to (/), will the 
HoiTble Minister be pleased to state why tlu‘ Muslims have been allotted 
less than half the amount? 

The. Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Well, it is 

impossible for me to say that offhand. I wish to make further emjuiries. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: AVill the lion'lde Minister be pleased 
to state the princijde which was followed in distributing these amounts 
between the Muslims on the one side and the non-Muslims on the other? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; 1 airly, that is all 
that J can say. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: What was tlu^ princij>le follow ed —how' 
was the amount distrihuted amonp' the different communities? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; According’ to neces- 
sity: that is all that T can tell you now; but what was the exact principle 
follo'wed J cannot say. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Will the Hou4)le Minister please state 
whether it is not a fact that the necessity of the Muslims is ^^reater than 
that of the Caste Hindus? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I think so. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: How then tlie Muslims have been 
granted less than half the amount? 

Khan Bahadun NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD; Is it a fatt that in the general 
scholarships Muslims also are entitled to compeje? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (leueral scholar- 
ships are open to all — ^Hindus, Muslims, Scheduded Castes and others. 
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Massagt from the Assembly. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Secretary will now read the message 
Iroiii the AHsembly. 

SECRETARY; Sir, the following message has been received from 
llie Bengal Legislative Assembly: — 

“The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on September 
29, 1042, agreed to the amendments made by the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council in the Bengal Agricultural Debtors ( Second' Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1042. 


S. J. Hashemy, 

Dejxity Speaker, 
Benyal Legislative Asserrvbly.^* 


The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the Bengal 
(Eural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1042. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942 (as 
passed b> the Assembly), be taken into consideration. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Eiducation (Amendment) Bill, 1942 as passed by the Assembly, 
be taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bill be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon by the 23rd 
December, H)42. 

My object in moving this motion is that very important principles are 
involved in the Bill and it is necessary that public opinion should be 
fully elicited before it is passed into law. In this 20th century no one 
likes that in the public bodies there should be nominated members, and so it 
is against general public opinion that the principle of nomination already 
existing should be increased. In this Bill an attempt has been made to 
increase the number of members on school boards by two nominated members. 
It is a very important departure from the accepted principle. When the 
country is demanding that the nomination system should be done away with, 
at such a time to bring in a Bill by w’hich the number of nominated members 
will be increased is, I think, doing injustice to the public in general. I 
think this Bill should go to the public for their opinion. After the public 
opinion has been obtained, it should come before us. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendineut moved that the Bill be cir- 
culated for eliciting opinion thereon by the 2;lrd Ueceiuber, 1942. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Sir, I rise io support the 
amendment moved by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzainuddin Hnsain. lu 
19»% when the Bill was discussed in the then liCffislature, the strongest 
opposition was given by the non-otficial members to the principle underlying 
the provision for nomination. They attacked the whole Bill from this ])oint 
of view, namely, that it was already overburdened with ofticial and nomi- 
nated representatives, and so far as I remember, one of the Ministers 
resigned his Ministership as a protest against this Hill. Sir Bijoy Prasad 
who was one of the members of that Council will be able to tell the House 
what vehement opjiosition was put uj) on that oicasion. The same 
Opposition have now come into power, and are fortunately or unfortunately 
the sponsors of this Bill. They wanted to create a majority (»f official and 
nominated members on tiie (’‘(Mitral ( ommittee luit a change was (‘tfected in 
the Bill during its passage in the Lo^er House on account of the o]>position 
given by the Muslim League. We have for a long time found it extremely 
difficult to reconcile the (‘.xistence ot this nominated block in most of the 
self-governing institution^ along with the jiriuciple of giving full autonomy 
or responsibility to the pc<»pl( . The introduction of large blocks of nominated 
and official members in such bodies d(»es not nnilly make for ehudency. because 
efficiency if it reooses with the oHicials should b(‘ recognised by inv(‘sting 
complete power with the official section. Where you create a balance 
between the official and the non -official, the elected and the nominated, 
there is always the danger of creating a sort of irresponsibility in a section 
of people who fail to secun* through the ordinary (duuinel the confidence of 
the people but who by humouring the officials and (iovernment get into the 
boards and then by combination with other parties get into power. In fact, 
they neither represent the Government nor the electors, with the result 
hat a veiy irresponsible administration is established in these boards. Sir, 
we are not at all surprised that the Government has brought in this Bill, 
for during the last eight months the exfierieni^e of the Moslem members 
of the Ministry and the Chief Minister has led them to the bitter conclusion 
that they cannot depend upon the support of a large section of the people of 
the province for any of their actions. Therefore, like a person wdio proves 
himself a renegade, the (’hief Minister is taking vengeance at every step 
against his own community. He has started by sup])ressing many muni- 
cipalities and district boards, and his latest act w'as the virtual suppression 
of the Di.strict Board of Bogra, by which he has been able to put a member 
of his party. I mean his new F^rogressive ( oalition J^arty, in the j)OHition 
of the (Chairman, although that gentleman is neither a member of the 
District Board nor a voter of that district and although when he came to 
hold this office he was declared unfit, by reasons of certain civil proceedings 
which were taken against him, for membership of any public body what- 
ever. This move of the Chief Minister was prtfceded by the supersession of 
one of the few municipalities in which there was a Moslem Chairman. 

I refer to the Chittagong Municipality, who.se Chairman was a Moslem 
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Leaguer. Sir, the Chittagong Municipality is one of those few muni- 
cipalities wherein greater and greater stress was laid on the spread of com- 
pulsory primary education. That was their crime and because they had 
not the proper financial resources, the municipality was superseded. Even 
when in w^ant of funds this municipality struggled on and curtailed their 
expenditure; they maintained their recurring expenditure every year, but 
their financial stringency was put as a special ground by the Government 
for suppressing this municdpality. I was just digressing because this is the 
])olicv which lias actuated the present Ministry to forget their former 
declaration that Government always stood for unalloyed representation of 
the people and by the peojile out of their free will. The CWgress party 
during the last /) years cried itself hoarse to declare that they st^xid for 
the principle of tdection to local bodies and that they were for doing away 
with the ])erni(‘ious system of nomination whcilj was then existing, and 
for amending the provision in every Act wliicli provided for nomi- 
nation. But all on a sudden that party has undergone a strange meta- 
morphosis. As soon as they come into power, they find that they cannot 
get any entrance into the local bodies except with the help of nomination 
ajid they find that they have lost the support of the people of the 
province, both the Hindu section and the Moslem section., There- 
fore, the same party, which has now^ been disowned by Congress, although 
•every morning we are told that it is the (Vmgress which is the most popular 
body even in this province, is now found to be su])porting the principle of 
nomination. The Congress has repudiated that section which is now in 
power here and that another section of the House which is now forming 
•one of the major blocks of the Ministry, the ex-Muslim Tjeaguers* they have 
also been expelled from the Muslim League. Sir, it was the pleasure of 
the HorCble Chief Minister, during the regime of the last Ministry to go 
out of the province during these four and half years 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 submit, Sir, all 
this is irrelevant. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Not at all; during this period 
he who had the pleasure of going <mt of Calcutta every week, not every 
week but even twice in a week 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. T would request the 
honourable member not to indulge in elaborate references to matters which 
have no direct bearing on the subject under discussion. T vould reiiuest 
him also not to make any personal attack. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 1 am just referring to the 
public acts of the Hon’ble Chief Minister, not to his private activities. 

When the present Ministry found that they would have no hold upon 
some of the public institutions, — the two institutions which they had in 
mind were the Dacca and the Mymensiugh School Boards, — for the 
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purpose of curtailing the power of the Presidents who are going to be non- 
ofEcial and who they know would inevitably be Muslim Leaguers, they are 
trying to introduce a little more ot the nomination system. They have 
used the Scheduled Castes, for wdiom we have' the fullest sympathy in the 
House, and to kill two birds with one shot, they have provided that they 
would get nomination on the district sclund boards. We have got two 
Scheduled Caste members in this House and they will have this additional 
preferment in exchange of the support they are giving — in exchange for 
the non-fulfilment of the promise of the present Ministry to ai)point another 
Minister from the members of the Scheduled (^astes and tin* appointment 
of a Parliamentary Secretary 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, it is not relevant to the 
subject under discussion 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Have ]»atience to hear the unpleasant 
things which are hapenning. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: It ix leIe^*nl. In liiis way. 
Sir, they are killing two birds with one shot. But will the Scheduled (Vst(* 
members he satisfied with this state of things'^ Let them say so. There 
is one Scheduled Castes elected memla'r in this House; 1 am not talking of 
him, hut T am talking of tlie larger .seetion of the community in the (tountry. 
Will they lie satisfied with tins nomination s.vstemi^ Today yon have got 
one government hnt tomorrow >011 will have another. They will have to 
face the fact that the gentleman who is nominated haj)])ens to be a member 
of the Scheduled (/astes. Again, Sir. he will have to look to the autliority 
in jiower for the time being for support and wull not he able to look after 
the interest of the Scheduled Castes as they will be compclh*d to siijiport 
the Ministry in power. Sir, I may say that the Schedul(*d (‘astes memlxu- 
who is sitting opposite was returned on Congress ticket- 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I have been returned with Scheduled 

Castes votes. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: All the same, he was defeated 
in the first general election and then got returned with Congress votes. 
But I have no doubt that he is one of the ablest members of the Scheduled 
Castes and the community is no doubt proud of him. Ibit the fact remains 
that he has not got any freedom of votes. I am asking this House to agree 
to this, namely, to circulate the Hill for the opinion of the Scheduled (’astes 
members. We agree to give them representation, — the representation they 
deserve. But let them choose, how' they will get the representation, 
bow they w'i|I choose their own representatives; let them (‘boose 
who will he their selectors. So, I submit. Sir, that ui the fitness 
of things this Bill should first of all he <:^rculated to the ^ cxumtry. 
The Hon’ble Minister is possibly ready with the answer that the Bill was 
before the country for one year. We know" how this was before the country. 
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Perhaps it was published on the last pafi:e of the gazette and the next day 
even the printer could not remember on what page the Bill was published. 
That sort of notice has been given to the people who are vitally affected by 
this Bill. So, (Government should accept this motion for circulation. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to oppose the 
amendment. (Khan Sahib AituL Quaskm: “Naturally.”) Sir, I did not 
expect this remark from an experienced lawyer who occupies a prominent 
position in his party. However. Sir, the reason for my opposition is 
simple. Tlie Bill is of a very simple character. It tries to give oprimary 
education to Ihe province ai once. Witli regard to giving ])rimar\ education 
there could possibly he no objection. Hitherto we found a totally diiferent 
group of men opj)osing the introduction of free primary education in the 
province; but 1 was rubbing my eyes in wonder when our friends of the 
()])])osition have taken up the attitude that this Bill should be circulated. 
Nothing could be more surprising than this. As a lawyer practising in the 
civil and criminal courts for a pretty long time, 1 have often appreciated 
the difiiculty of lawyer wlio is force<l to ado]>t and re])eat the arguments 
of his opponents in order to sustain himself. ] found that the (hmgress for 
some time was opposing nomination while Mr. Hamidul Huq (’lp)wdhury 
was applauding nomination. (Mr. Hamidil llro (howdiiury: I never 
(lid so.) What has hap])ened in meantime I' Every one can easily 
understand what has brought about this change. (Mr. Hamiditl HiT(i (’how- 
niTUHY ; Because you (*an exjiect nothing but nomination.) Well, if my 
friend Mr. Hamidul Hini diowdliury is happy to think like that I have no 
objection, but Hie position is not that. So far as the different Imdies are 
concerned, the (luestion of nomination depends on the nature of the institu- 
tion itself. There are certain bodies where nominations are not necessary. 
There are, for example, no nominations in the Legislatures except dn the 
Upper House to jirovide seats for special interests and experts. So far as 
the district boards are concerned, a Selecf rommittee of this House has 
passed a Bill which would make drastic modifications in the matter of 
nominations. With regard to municijialities, village self-governing bodies, 
debt settlement boards, district education boards and other rudimentary 
boards like thest*, the abolition of nominations is fraught with difficulties. 
The question is whether by the abolition of nomination we would not put 
difficulties in the way of Scheduled (avstes and women for whom nominations 
have been specially provided in the Bill. Nominations are necessary here 
to safeguard the rights .of certain communities and interests. The question 
depends upon local (conditions of the different bodies. I submit, Sir, the 
(piestion of maination should be dealt with on the merits in each case. 
With r(»gard to district boards, they are going to begin without nomina- 
tions, but it is too early to abolish nomination altogether in the less 
experienced or inexperienced bodies. Now, Sir, with regard to the question 
raised by Mr.. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury that the Bill should go back to 
the country to ascertain t\ie views of the people, I think, on general and 
broad matters like these, members have been elected from different consti- 
triencies, directly or indirectly, and the electors expect them, on ordinary 
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matters, to take care of themselves and vote a<‘cor<Unffly. It would be a 
confession of inability and incompetence on our part to say — to be forced 
to say-^‘^AVe do not know what the (*ouutry think' and so let us circulate 
the Bill to ascertain what the people would say. " Mr. llamidul Huq 
CJhowdhury's ur<rument was extraordinary. He expresscul the opinion that, 
after a Bill is published in the txazette. nobody takes any notice of it. The 
question is, if a Bill is circuilated for elicitiiij? opinion, whether there is any 
« 4 :uarantee that it would receive jrreater attention or produce ^>reater 
enthusiasm. The question is a very simple one. It is only a very limited 
nominatjon of women and the Schedule Castes that constitutes the special 
feature of this Bill. It would be apparent from ])ractical considera- 
tions that these provisions should remain. There is another aspc^ct of the 
c^ase. In considering? this Bill in another place there was a special com- 
promise between the Opposition, the Scdieduled (’astes and (lovernment. 
The formula of the nomination in the Bill is the n‘sult of that compromise. 
1 do not refer t(» it by way of academic arf^ument but 1 would ap])eal to my 
friend Mr. Hamidul 11 uq Chowdhury who belongs to the party of the Opposi- 
tion in another j)lace. It would be extraordinary if the two branches of 
the same party in the two Houses should be totally unaware of each other’s 
activities^. If that is so, if Mr. Hamidul Huq Cliowdhurv thinks he is not 
in tlie confidence of his counterpart in another House, it would be a 
camtes^ion of an extraordinary nature. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: We refuse to be influenced by 
the decision arrived at either by compromise or by any other means, in 
another House. We are discussing the question afresli. 

Khan Bahadur NAURU DIN AHMAD: The repl,\ is not to the point. 
If Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhuiy says that what has been done in ajiothor 
place has not his acceptance or he has not been consulted, the* ar^?iiment 
defeat.^ itself and weakens his position. I iinve never su^»‘^?ested that the 
compromise is binding. It is a matter which should require consideration. 
On a simple matter like this 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order. Sir. My 
friend is repeatedly referring to what has happened in the J^ower House. 
1 submit it has been repeatedly .said that no reference shouhl be made— — 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: My remarks may be incon- 
venient t(» him. It was by way of appeal to the O])positjon to withdraw 
their objection and to allow the Bill to pass that I referred to the matter and 
not to show that it was binding. When people are hungry, give them food; 
wiieii the people are ignorant, give them education; but jiray do not send 
the Bill for circulation which wumhl merely delay the remedy. I, there- 
fore, submit that the motion is dilatory in its t^ffect though it may not be 
dilatory in intention. Let us here and now’ give the people the education 
which they sorely need and not w’aste our time in trivialities. 
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Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I rise to j^ive my whole-hearted 
support to the motion which has been moved by the I^eader of the Opposi- 
tion. Sir, it has become a habit or rather a licence — I do not mean any 
disrespect but I say with all apologies to the supporters of Government — 
for Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad to give us lectures and he has 
just read us a homily and has made an appeal to us to consider the 
Hill, as though, Sir, we are oblivious of the need of primary education in 
the countryside; as though, Sir, the motion for sending the Bill into circula- 
tion was designed to stop even for a sei^ond the spread, the acceleration of 
primary education in the countryside, and as though any api>eal to ,ns were 
needed at all in this matter. He arrogated to himself a certain high sense 
of the urgency of primary education which he thinks other ])eople are devoid 
of. This assumption on his part I should describe as gratuitous and ill- 
founded and I think he will realise that su(;h assumption does not enhance 
his reputation in the estimation of his fellow members in this House. We 
would ask him not to waste the Councdrs valuable time in such homilies. 

I may assure the House that by this motion the spread of primary education 
is not going to be retarded for a single second, not to speak of a single 
iiiinute. Where district school boards exist, they are carrying on. There 
are certain districts where such boards have not yet come into existence and 
the establishment of school boards is at the option of the district boards. 
Therefore, if this Bill is not ])assed today or is jiassed six months hence, it 
uould not in any way affect the boards which are already functioning and 
carrying out their duties under the present Act. So when the Khan 
Bahadui’ pretends that by this circulation motion we are going to retard the 
spread or acceleration of ])rimary education which is so necessary, we 
consider him presumptuous, because he ••onsiders other people to be oblivious 
of the importance of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: It is presumptuous on your 
part to say so. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Presumptuous on your part to think 
that all other people are oblivious and it is only you who are conscious of 
it! 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: It is inferiority complex on 
your part that you always think so of others. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: You may rest content with your 
superiority complex and hug it to your bosom. Sir, this Bill raises certian 
principle of cardinal im])ortance. We have had enough sad experience of 
the principle of ajipointment or nomination as it is called in common 
parlance; but unfortunately it is still continuing. Before the year 1936-37 
under the Government which used to be carried on under the old Act, 
namely, \inder Dyarchy, we were accustomed to appointments or nomina- 
tions by Government. We now have what is called an autonomous Govern- 
ment under the Government of India Act of 1935 and we have had bitter 
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experience of how tlie (Jovernment of the day under the new (oustitution 
sought to win over members to their side throutrh this power of nomination, 
by nominating them as members of local bodies and (\)mmittees and enlist- 
ing their support and almost enslaving them. Here we are told by members- 
of the so-called Progressive Party which supports the present Government, 
the ramshackle i>arty which is supporting the present Government in power 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. That word “ramshackle” is unparlia- 
mentary^ 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: No, my friend, it is a ver\ good parlia- 
mentary expression if you know its meaning. This word has Ih'cii used in 
well-known parliamentary debates any number of times. But 1 shall not 
be deterred from expressing my opinion. This ramshackle party which now 
suj)ports the Government in power, this so-called (\)ngre>ss ]>arty, as my 
friend, Mr. llamidul lluq Chowdluiry has already said, which still 
coniinues to call itself as Congress although the (hmgress ha^ re])udiated 
and dis(»wned it times witliout number. I do not know by what right they 
call themselves Congress members — they are renegades. The\ ssiy iht‘y are 
the real Congress. Hut the fact remains that the real ( Congress has (h’cided 
that no (’ongress member should he in the Jyegislatiire. All the same 
they are in the liCgislature having their members in the Cabinet sup])orting 
the Ministry in power and being in sympathy, at the same time wiih the 
disorder (treated by the present rebellious movement so that they jnay 
lend colour to their pretension that they are Congressmen. Then, Sir, these 
gentlemen, tliese so-called ('ongressmen — these great ])ati iots and nationalists 
tell us in season and out of season that they hate the nomination system and 
the principle of appointments by Government. But now' that they are in 
power, the so-called Congressmen — the renegade Congressmen of the so-called 
Progressive Coalition Party — they are supporting the proposal for extending 
the principle of nomination and appointment by Government which they 
hated before. Then, Sir, the members who call themselves (Congressmen 
and who have become prefect renegades have found it very convenient after 
having been in wildeniess, to use a favourite phrase of the Premier, so 
often said 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order, Sir. It is not 
relevant to the subject under discussion. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: It is relevant tf) the subject. Have 
patience to bear tliese unpleasant things. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 want a ruling from the (Jhair to 
my point of order. My submission is that in the*course of his speecli Khan 
Sahib Abul Quasem is introducing irrelevant matter and so be is out of 

order. 



m 


PRIMARY EDUCATION BILL. 


[30th Sept. 


Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I am not at all irrelevant. My 
submission is that the members of the Congress are opposed to, as is known 
to the world at large, the principle of nomination and appointment by 
Government and it is a pernicious j)rinciple and should be killed and 
s(;otched. But now they are supporting the Government in measures which 
they hated. Sir, the time has come when the country' has got a right to 
decide whether this Government should extend the principle of nomination. 
There is no reason why the country at large should not be given an oppor- 
tunity to consider this matter and that is why we are in favour of circulat- 
ing it for eliciting public opinion. 

Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad may adduce any argument that suits 
his purpose, but the fact remains that the attitude of the present Governiueni 
is that whenever any official Bill is brought before the House, in spite of it 
being necessary to (drciilate it for eliciting public* opinion, it is always 
thought unnecessary to do so; but in case of non-official Bills it is just 
otherwise — the deliberate attitude of the present Government is to send 
them into circulation for eliciting public opinion, even though on the face 
of it they do not require such circulation — the only response that we get 
from Government in the I’ase of a non-offic'ial Bill is that it is to be sent for 
circulation for eliciting public opinion — not once or twice but in some 
cases thrice, as it suits their purpose. They (*annot make up their mind 
about them. In the case of a non-official Bill Khan Bahadur supports 
circulation — as he always supports the Government in power — and on the 
present occasion he thinks that the Bill should not be circulated. He blows 
hot and cold at short intervals. But we on this side of the House think it 
essential that this Bill should be circulated for eliciting public opinion. 

Then, Sir, we find that in clause 2 of the Bill women are being given 
the privilege of sitting on the central committee and that these women will 
be selected by the Government. We believe, Sir, thei*e also the procedure 
of nomination and appointment of women is quite unnecessary — why should 
not there be a separate electorate for women and why should not women 
elect tlieii own representatives — why should they have to depend on the 
choice of males Why should Government appoint or nominate a particular 
female according to their choice to the committee:^ These are the questions 
which should be d(‘cided. So we think that in fairness to the women they 
sliould be allowed to elect their own representatives. Then, Sir, my 
Scheduled Caste friends have been offered a very high temptation in that 
they have been told that they will get nominations to these boards. I do 
]iot know whether there is any Scheduled Castes representative here. I find 
there is one in the House but he has been returned on Congress ticket and 
who, as my honourable friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury has said, is 
a very able man. There is no doubt about it and I have also great pleasure 
in bearing testimony to this fact. In the old Council we were fellow 
members. Well, he cannot represent his community fearlessly, independ- 
ently because he has to pldase the powers who have given him a seat in this 
House. So, I cannot appeal to him. Sir, the Scheduled Castes are to be 
given increased representation in these bodies. It is only fair and proper 
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that they should be allowed to have a free hand to choose their own repre- 
sentatives. Government should not interfere in the selection of their repre- 
sentatives. The Scheduled Castes require that their true and jreuuin(' 
representatives are returned to these bodies. leal coueessioii is to be fjiveu 
to them, they sliould be pfiveu liberty to elect, tlieir own representatives 
who will be the custodians of their interests in these bodies. The real 
principle, the vital principle involved in this Bill is that the principle of 
nomination instead of being checked and curtailed is going to be extended 
and therefore the country has a right to express its opinion on this measure 
which ,,the Government has proimsed. Therefore, I submit that there are 
very convincing reasons in favour of Khan Bahadur Muazzamiiddin llosain^s 
amendment being accepted. 

Mr. LALIT €HANDRA DAS? Mr. Deputy President, Sir, yesterday 
my honourable friend Mr. Itoss described my friejid Khan Sahib Abul 
Quasem as a roaring lion. T(»-day he is roaring over the Bengal Congress. 
But, Sir, the Bengal Congress has survived many attacks made by persons 
of greater eniineiice than Khan Sahib Abul Quasem and it hopes to survive 
even to-day. (Sir Buoy Pii.\s.4i) Sinoii Boy: Sir, is there any re})resen- 
tative of the Bengal Congress here!*' Mr. N.^kbsu N.vni Mookkiuj-j*: : Yes, 
don’t you seel^ Mr. SAt iirNDU.A N.4 Kay.\x Sanyal: Do you rei)reKent the 
European Group P Sir Buoy Pkasaj) Sixciii Boy: T do not represent any- 
body.) Well, Sir, to come to the point with respect to the motion of my 
friend Khan Bahadur Muazzaniuddin llosain regarding the (‘irculation of 
this Bill tor eliciting public opinion thereon. It would ap])ear that his 
lieutenants — Mr. Nur Ahmed and Khan Sahib Abul Quasem — are not really 
true believers in this motion (Khan Bahadur Na/jkudjun Ahmad : They 
have never been.) As a matter of fa(‘t, they have tabled iw'o motions in 
relation to this Bill and one of these two motions wants to refer the Bill to 
a Select Committee. Sir, I df) not say that they are not entitled to speak on 
the motion for circulation ; they can <lo so but what they really do believe 
is that this Bill is not a fit Bill to go in for circulation. They really think 
that this Bill should go to a Select Committee where a scrutiny can be held 
with respect to every clause in the Bill and that the amendments suggested 
by the Select Committee would be sufficient. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the present Bill, it must be admitted that it is 
an urgent measure. This Bill was before the public for a long time. 
Nominations are proposed to be given to three sections of the public, namely, 
to women, Scheduled Castes and the areas where tlie local boards do not 
exist. So far as the areas where the local boards do e.xist, arrangements 
have been made for election and 1 do not think there can be any obje<;tion 
with respect to this. The arrangement is that where the local boards do 
exist, members are to be elected by the union boards and seats have been 
allotted. Therefore, on this particular point 1 think there can be no 
objection from the Opposition. With respect t<? the women, two |?eats have 
been allotted to them. I think. Sir, there is no objection even with 
respect to that. The only objection that has been raised by the Opposition 
25 
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is with respect to the Scheduled Castes representation. Now, Sir, not that 
the Congres is a supporter of the principle of nomination — ^nothing of the 
sort. With regal'd to the Congress, it must be said that they are against 
representation of si>e(dal interests, they have always fought for joint 
electorate. They are always for representation of the people by particular 
parties or by votes. With respect to the question of nomination, although 
they are not for it, they had to consider the question from another stand- 
point. What really the Scheduled Castes peoi)le do want? They have got 
their representative here, although the number is one. But in the Assembly 
there are 30 gentlemen. This Bill came out of the Assembly and I,.can say 
this, from the very fact that this has come out of the Assembly, it may 
well be taken that this point of nomination was accepted by the representa- 
tives of the Scheduled Castes there. Individually I say, this point (;annot 
be raised here. If this Bill goes to the Select Committee at all, there they 
will have an opportunity of examining the case along with the representative 
of the Scheduled Castes. If the Bill is not sent to the Select Committee, 
the whole House will look into the provisions of noinimitioii. I, therefore, 
do not see any ground why this Bill should be circulated. I oppose the 
motion. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before iln^ House is: that 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendinent) Bill, 1942, be 
circulated for eliciting ojiinion thereon by Hie 23rd December, 1942. 

The (juestion was put and a division called with Hie following result: 


AYES— 11. 


AhfiMd, Mr. Mesbahuddln. 

Ahmad, Mr. Nur. 

Aziz, Khan Sahib Abdui. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq. 

Hoaain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzam- 
uddin. 


Hossain, Mr. Latafat. 

Moiia, Khan Sahib Subidaii. 
Momin, Bagum Hamida. 
QuaMm, Khan Sahib Abul. 
Singh Roy, Sir BiJoy Prasad. 
Taiukdar, Dr. Katiruddin. 


NOES— 22. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Naziruddin. 
Barua, Mr. D. L. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Moazzamaii. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Khorthad Aiam. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Das, Mr. L. C. 

D’Rozark), Mrs. K. 

Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

Karim, The Hon'bla Khan Bahadur M. 
Abdul. 

Lamb, Sir T. 

Maitra, Rai Bahadur Brojandra Mohan. 


MoFarlana, Mr. J. 

Mookarjee, Mr. Naresh Nath. 
NImmo, Mr. T. B. 

Rashid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur. 
Ray, Rai Sahib J. N. 

Ray, Mr. Nagendra Narayan. 

Ross, Mr. J. B. 

Roy, Mr. Amulyadhona. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Radhioa Bhuaan. 
Sanyal, Mr. S. N. 

SInha, Raja Bahadur B. N. 


Mr, DEPUTY PRE8I(DENT: Order, order. The House has divided. 
For the amendment — 11; against the amendment — ^22; therefore, the amend- 
ment is negatived. 
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Mr* NUR AHMED: Sir, I be^ to move that the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education (Aiiiendnient) Bill, 1942, be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the Ibtli November, 1942. 

Sir, in moving this motion for circulation, with your permission 1 wish 
to make a few observatioiis. Though a simple and innocent-lookijig Bill, it 
raises a very vital and important question regarding the future of primary 
education in Bengal. In this amending Bill, very vital (jm^stions of prin- 
ciple are involved. One is the extension of the nomination system. This 
j)rinciple of nomination has been condemned ever^'^vhere. This amending 
Bill seoks to increase the number of nominated members botli on the Central 
Primary EdiU‘atioii Committee and on the distri(‘t scliool boards. Sir, it is 
a new innovation wliich requires (‘onsideration by the public 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of order, Sir. Just now a motion 
for circulation was debated upon after which it has been thrown out 
by the House. This motion is almost exactly tlie same as the last one: 
only there is a slight difference in date. The main argument has already 
been advanced and the House, 1 submit, ha.s decided against circulation. 
Therefore, unless any new grounds are brought forward, 1 think the rules 
pn^veut any repetition of the old arguments. In these circumstances, 1 ask 
yoiir rilling, Sir, if this motion can be considered at all. 

Khan Bahadur KAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On this point of order 1 
should simply say that new arguments should be advanced and the debate 
.«hould be confined only to the variation of dates. 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 am in full agreement with Khan Baha- 
dur Naziruddin Ahmad so far as his suggestion regarding variation of dates 
is (‘oncerned. 1 was about to ask the Ijeader of the Opposition if they 
would press this amendment at all. Botli the amendments are of the same 
nature except the variation in respect of dates. (Mr. Mkshaiiui)J)IN Aiimkd: 
Sir, the period is shorter.) Order, order. There should not be any 
disturbance when the Chair s]>eaks. If the Oi)position press this motion, 
I cannot stop them; but the debate will have to be confined only to the 
point of the variation in regard to dates. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, my motion is for eliciting public opinion on 
this Bill. I have moved that the opinion must be gathered within a shorter 
time, i.e., by loth November, 1942. 1 .shall confine my arguments to the 

main principles, to tlie main provisions of the Bill. This Bill, as I have 
said, wants to increase the number of nomination.s 

Mf. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of order. Sir. I believe you 
have just now* ruled that the speech should be confined only to the dates 
and no discussion on general principles should be allowed. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; But he is coming to the dates. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, the main proviisions of the Bill want to 
increase the number of nominated memliers and thus officialise the 
control 
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MPi deputy PRESIDENT: Order, order. The honourable member 
jthould only justify his amendment so far as the dates are concerned. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, tlie Government want the Bill to be passed 
ijurriedly. So, I have provided a shorter time — by 15th of November, 1942, 
I have wanted tlie opinion to be obtained. In the meantime, I think there 
is no fear of invasion by Japan. A very vital question is involved in this 
Bill. (Mr. J. B. Ross: There is one vital question and that is date.) 
And what is the main jirinciple of the Bill and how it will affect the consti- 
tution of the boards? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. You are simply to justify 
your amendment by telling the Hou.se how the variation of dates will help 
you. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: T have already stated, Sir, why I have put down 
a shorter date. There is a reason for shortening the date, as the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge wanted to get the Bill passed very soon. Regarding the 
argument that all the school boards are not working, I think that is no 
reason. School boards have been constituted since 1932. There cannot be 
iu\\ objection to this motion for circulation. With these few words, I move 
my amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bengal 
(R\iral) Primary Education {Amendment) Bill, 1942, as passed by the 
Assembly, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
15th November, 1942. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the motion on the 
ground that the House has expressed its opijiion on a similar motion moved 
by my friend Khan Bahadur Muazzamuddin Hosain. I thought he would 
say that he consulted an astrologer that it was a more auspicious date. 
The reason he has advanced is so unconvinciiig that we cannot accede to his 
re(juest for circulation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942, as passed 
by the Assembly, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the 15th November, 1942. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bill be 
leferred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, Minister in charge 

of the Education Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(3) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 



1942.] 


PRIMARY EDUCATION BILL. 


271 


(5) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(6) Rai Radliica Bhusaii Roy Bahadur, 

(7) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(8) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar, 

(9) Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, 

(10) Mr. Nur Ahmed, and 

(11) the mover, 

* 

with instructions to submit tlieir report by the dlst January, 1948, and the 
number of members whose preseiu'c shall be necessary to constitute a quorum 
shall be four. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: I rise on a point of order. 1 believe it was 
laid down that in formiii^^ a Select Committee the resj'ective stren^fth of 
diftereiit parties would have to be taken into consideration. On that basis, 
the Opposition with its present strength is entitled only to two members, 
or at most to three members; two normall> , but at most three. But 1 find 
that on this Select (Committee the 0])posilioii has given its(df four members 
though * it constitutes less than one-fifth of the House. In these 
circumstances, 1 think this motion will not be in order. 

Mr. SACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Has the honourable member 
taken the consent of all the members whom he has included to serve on tlie 
Select Committee? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order; will the Khan Bahadur 
please let us know if he has obtained the eojisent of the members whom he 
wants to serve on the committee? 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED; Sir, 1 w(uit I'onnd ami took tln^ (‘onsent 
of the Leader of the Kuro])can party. 1 also went to the Raja Bahadur of 
Nashijmr and to Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee and T have got their consent 
in writing for the members of their respective parties. 

Mr. SACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Y ou took the constmt of the 
leaders only and not of the members? 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: The question raised by 
Mr. Kabir is whether all the parties have been properly represented. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The Congress party is out 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do I understand Mr. Mesliahjiiddin to 
say that he has obtained the consent of all the members ])roposed for the 
Select Committee from their leaders only? 
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Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir, I have already informed you 
that T have obtained the necessary consent; the signatures of the members 
are also with me and I can show them to the Chair if it desires. 

Mfi HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, there is an arrangement 
by whioh the jiarty leaders can de(‘ide this point. As regards Mr. Kabir’s 
point of order regarding the number of members that can serve on a Select 
Committee from the side of the Opposition, haviiiL'* regard to the fact that 
the Congress Party is not attending, advantage cannot be taken of that fact 
by the other side to get the share that would fall to them; rather it ought 
to come to our side as the official Ojiposition. Or, if calculation is to be 
made without them, it will be found that we are a little less than 
one-third 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: No! No! AVe are fifteen in a House of 
G5. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Less than that; youi figures are 
all wrong. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I had consulted you over this 
ratio question if you remember, yesterday evening. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabii’, is it your contention that the 
Opposition is over-represented? 

Mr. 1HUMAYUN KABIR: A’es, Sir, that is tlie point that 1 raised. 
The Hon’ble Air. Prt‘sident laid down tliat the strength of the different 
parties in this House should be pro])ortionately reflected in constituting the 
Select Committees: and in view of that ruling, this Select Committee is not 
valid. 

Kh8n Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Alay I draw you^* kind atten- 
tion to this question of number? I find from the ofticial list that the number 
of members of the Opposition is only Id — i.e., less than one-fifth. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: AVhen was the list jirepared? 

Mr, MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Tt is an antiquated list. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 do not think so. On that 
basis the Oi)position is only entitled to one-fifth of the membership of the 
Select Committee at the most. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I think the 
Council Oflice must have g^it a correc't list from which it will be seen that 
we are atv least 15, if not 16. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: That is imaginary. 
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Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR* Even if yon are 16. you are entitled at most 
to four. 

KlUin Bahtdur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: ’But ou their actual .streiiffth 
the Opposition i,s entitled to two, or at best to two and three-fourths. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The latest list shous that the total 
streng'lh of the Muslim Jjeajjue Party is Ul 

Mr..ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, that 

Mfa DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order, and since ilien il has been 
noticed that two of the members wlio w’ere shown in the Prooressive fNmlition 
(jioup list w'ere sitting* witli the Muslim Jjeatrne '(iroiip. Itut they liave not 
sent any official intimation that they have joined the Muslim lica^ue (ilrouji. 
In the absence of any such official record, I am of oi)inion that the total 
strenj^'tli of the Muslim Tieaf»iie (froup in this House should be taken as Id. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: What about the 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. It would bt‘ courteous on 
the ])ai*t of the honourable meiidier if h(‘ refrains from speakin<u wlien tlie 
Chair is on its le^s. So, on the strenoth of this number, I think the Muslim 
Lea^'ue is entitled to four seats. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. on a point of 
il. formation 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Leavings those two members aside, our 
group is entitled to more members 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I could not catch your la.st word. If 
the number of the Muslim licague tiroup is Id — and even if it is 15 — even 
then they are one-fourth of rhe total number, and in this view of the case, 
they are not entitled to more than three seats on Select Ckimmittees. As I 
could not catch your last word, may I know wdiat is your decision ^ 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: On a point of order. Sir. After you 
have given your ruling, is it permissible for any member again to question 
it? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That was not exactly my ruling, and as 
a result of actual calculation if it is found that there is a mistake, then it 
is liable to be rectified. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. There is nothing before the ifouse nosv 
and you cannot rise on a point of order. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: On a point of 
information, Sir. I received a letter from your office askinsr me to report 
whether there is any alteration or addition to be made in the list of my 
group. I replied that two or three members are to be added and I informed 
your department that reference should be made to them as to which group 
they belong — to find out whether they belong to tlie Muslim League. May 
I know whether any reply has been received from them? I think, Sir, their 
names ought to be on the new list. 

MTi deputy PRE8IDENT: I am sending the latest list to you for 
verification. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: liven assuming that the Muslim 
League Group have 12 or 15 members, they are not entitled to more than 
3 members on the committee, because their strength is one-fourth of the total 
number. So, 1 do not see how^ they can (daim four seats. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED. Jf these two imunbers were not 
members of the Muslim League, then why tliey will sit here? The name 
cards of those Iionourable members are phu'ed in oiij benelies. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE ■ Assuming that they are your 
su])i)orters, the total <*omes to 15 and in a Select Committee of 11. you are 
entitled to 1/4 of 11, which is never more than 3, to be more exact, less than 
3. 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But there are some absentee 
Congress members. Who will take advantage of that fact? Certainly, the 
supporters of Government cannot claim them, because they are already in 
a great majority. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8I DENTS Order, order. As regards the preparation 
of the list of members showing their jjarty affiliations, it is prepared on the 
basis of the information supplied by the members concerned. Therefore, 
according to the information that has been received in the office it appears 
that the total strength of the Muslim League is 13. Now* as regards the 
contention of Mr. llainidul Hiuj Chowdhury that the Congress ])arty is not 
attending this session and if any advantage is to be enjoyed by any party 
of their absence they should not be de])rived. Well, I think Mr. Chow- 
dhury ’s contention is reasonable. Bo, considering all these circumstances 
I hold that the Muslim Lt»ague party is entitled to three seats in a Select 
Committee of 11 members. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: So, in view of your ruling, this 
motion is out of order. 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, may I have your permission to 
biing to your notice one fact which has already been mentioned by my friend 
Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed and it is this that these two members certainly 
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have intimated to the office that they have joined the Muslim Leajjfue party 
and following that intimation the office has placed here on our benches the 
printed name-cards of those two honourable memliers. So, I would request 
you to take this fact into your kind consideration when you decide the 
number of members we shall be entitled to in a Select rommiitee. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Order, order. As regards tlie point 
raised by Khan Sahib Abiil Quasem, at the present moment I cannot saj 
who is responsible for placing these two name-cards there. In tlu' absence 
of any information from the members themselves, 1 cannot take any official 
cognizance as to their party affiliations and in view of the o])iiiion as regards 
the number which the Muslim licague Party is entitled to have in the Select 
Committee, I have no other alternative but to rule the motion of Khan 
Sahib Abul Quasem as out of <»rder. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: On a point of 
information, Sir. Are we to understand that the replies to the letters to the 
party leaders are not to be attended toi^ Then why tlu‘se hdters are 
addressed? I was asked to inform the office and 1 accordingly did but those* 
were not attended to. These letters should not be issued. That is my 
submission. 

Mr^ DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: 1 have got to inforjii that letters are not 
issued to the ])arty leaders only but letters are also issued individually to 
the members concerned and 1 have already statcnl that if the members 
themselves do not respond to the enejuiry made from the offico 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED : For future guidanc e may we have your 
luling- as to how’ many seats eacdi of the parties are entitled to in a Seh‘ct 
Committee? 

Mr. DEPUTY PREBIDENT: No ruling is required. There is a definite 
rule. There would be ])roportional reymesentation from eacdi group. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: May 1 know if Mr Mesbahuddin 
Ahmed consulted the leader of the jiarties. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: You were ])lcased h) see the list of 
names of the members of the Selecd (^nnmittee and said, “1 think it is all 
right”. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. I think Mr. Mesbahuddin 
Ahmed is labouring under a misayiyirehension. When the list was shown to 
me I told him that Sr a presiding officer I have nothing to do with this. I 
neither apyirove it nor disayijirove it. There is another misconc eption under 
w'hicdi Mt. Mesbahuddin Ahmed seems to have been labouring. The motion 
has not been ruled out of order bec‘ause of the fact that the consent of the 
members wdiose names have been suggested, w'a? not obtained. }Jut it has 
been ruled out of order tbecause of the fact that there has been over-represen- 
tation on the part of the Muslim League Party. 
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Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: That is why I want you, Sir, to fix 
the juimber of eaeh ^roup or party entitled to sit on a Select Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have already given you the number: 
the Opposition is entitled to not more than three seats. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Then what about the European group 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Ross will be able to tell you 
that. 

t 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: (^an I not get this information from 
the Chair? Shall we have to go round to all the y)artie8 and enquire sibout 
their proportion? Can we not know their number from before — IIow are 
we going to decide when we are going to form the ])ersonnel of a Select 
(‘ommittee? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ac(H)rding to rule — as I have already 
said. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: There is no rule. So far as our 
rules on the subject are concerned, they ])roYi(le that such and such a'propor- 
tioii )nust be rej)resente(l on the Select ('ommittee. It is rather in the nature 
of a conv(*ntioii. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, the honourable member is 
(jnestioning the d(‘cision of the ('hair. There is no doubt tliat according 
to the 1 ‘ule tlu‘ motion is out of order. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I may refer Mr. Hamidul 
H’ki (diowdhury to the rules. 1 am referring to rule bth?), which says: — 
The Minister in (diarge of the Department to whi(di a Bill relates, the 
member who introduced the Bill and the other members of the Select 
(h)mmittee shall be named ns members in the motion pro])osing the appoint- 
ment of the committee in such a manner as to represent, as far as possible, 
the difterent ])arties in the Council. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But Sir, there are the words 
‘‘as far as iM>ssible*’. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Yes, that is to avoid a fraction: we cannot 
have three-fourtlis of Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed! 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: There are so many groups in this 
House that it is very difficult to bear their number in mind. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the Opposition has 
itself invited the trouble. The Leader of the Opposition opposed my motion 
the other day inviting a ^tiling from the Chair that my motion was out 
of order, for the reason that the Opposition was not properly represented 
on my Select Committee. It does not now lie in the mouth of the Opposition 
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to turn round and say that they will take a larger number of members 
on the Select Committee. Sir, let my lu)Hourable friends be consistent. 
We thought nothing of their proposals in respect of Select Committees 
before tliis and we did not think it worth our wiiile to raise similar objec*- 
tions before. Really, they are breaking all records in this House. The 
Opposition has courted all this trouble by raising objections against our 
committees and now they are g'oing against their own contention. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Well, “consistenc\ is tin* hobgoblin 
of foolish minds”, as a great Jiian has said. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Rut not in respect of first 
principles in the Legislature. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, older. Klian Raliadui*, arc* you 
going to move the next itemy 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, Sir, but 
at the outset 1 sliould say 

Mr^ NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: (hi a isiiiit of ordiu-, Sir, I fiml 
that in the Select Committee the Moslem members on this side of the House 
have not been ade({uate]y leprcsentcd, and a^ sucli it does great injustice 
to this side of the House, because it is an important Rill and very im]>ortani 
issues are involved in it. I submit, that lien* again the Sleect (^^mmittee 
is not acc(*ptable to this sid(‘ of the house. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Which group you are referring to^ 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Tiie Moslem membeis on this 
side of the House, namely, the Coalition Party, and as such it is unaccejit- 
able to us. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY : Th(‘ e.x-Muslim Ji(*agiie,^ 
members of the Ih’ogressive Coalition Ibirty have lost their identity. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: That may be your opinion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I have 

taken great care to give jiroportioiiate .seats to the dift'erent ]>arties in the 
House and if there is any mistake i hope the honourable members on the 
other side will be pleased to point it out to me 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Cider, order. Khan Rahadur you move 
your amendment. 

Khan Bahadur 8A I YED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I beg to moiy 
that the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Rill, 1942, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AbduU Karim, Minister in charge 

of the Education Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Kaziruddin Ahmad, 
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(3) Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee, 

(4) Mr. Sachindra Narayan Sanyal, 

(o) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(6) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(7) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, 

(8) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(9) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(10) Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 23rd December, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a (|uorum shall be four. 

Sir, the motion for circulation has failed and in that connection argu- 
ments were advanced why it was ne(*essary to send the Bill for tjli citing 
public opinion. The present amendment wants the Bill to be sent to Select- 
Committee wdiich should consider the very vital problem as to wdiether the 
principle of nomination can be allow’ed to be increased in a self-governing 
institution like this. The Select C'ommittee will probably be able to 
change the nomination system of the Scheduled (histes and put it on election 
basis. So I think it will be a good thing if the Bill is referred to a Select 
(’omniittee. The members of all parties coiild then put their heads together 
and find some means of giving representation to the Sc heduled Castes on 
election basis. For example, they may liold that the iwn Scheduled (’astes 
members should be elected by the members of the provincial 
Legislature. If sojiie such juodification is made, tlien the Bill will 
be more a(;cej)table not only to the membeis of the Hcnise biit to the ])ublic 
at large. Sir, I am always in favour of the abolition of the nomination 
system altogether. So 1 think it is very necessary that this Bill should go 
to a Select Committee which should decide the matter. In consequence of 
the abolition of local boards it has become necessary to take in some 
additional members from some other electorate to fill up the vacancies 
caused. But, Sir, there are district boards wdiich are now' being superseded 
— there is provision for members from district boards — what w'ill happen 
in such (’asesP There is no provision for meeting such a contingency. It 
appears that the Ministers have not considered this point. Now, vSir, in 
these days of supersession and suppression, it is very necessary that this 
point also should be considered as to what should be done when a district 
board on the school board should in such a case be provided? These are the 
poinis wdii(‘h require consideration in the Select Committee. Therefore, 
Sir, the Bill should be sent^to a Select Committee to consider these matters 
carefully. With these words, I commend my amendment to the acceptance 
of the House. 
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Mri DEPUTY PRESIDENll Amendment moved that that the Bill 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(]) The HuiCble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Kiiriin, Minister in. charge 
of the Education Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(3) Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee. 

v4) Mr. Sachindra Narayan Sauyal, 

(5) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(G) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(7) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, 

(8) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(9) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(10) Khan Sahib Abul Quasem. and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 23rd December, 1942, and 
that th^ number of members whose presence shall be necessary to consti- 
tute quorum shall be four. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of privilege, Sir. 
We have just now received a programme of business when our business has 
been half done. This sort of arrangement is causing us great inconvenience. 
Oovernment may be moved in this matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Government are now following a novel 
procedure. They are not sending timely information as to what business 
is to be taken up every day. They have decided that the programme will be 
distributed inside the Chamber. Perhajis the House will remember that 
on the last occasion also I asked the Leader of the House to announce what 
business would be taken up the next day. So far as my information goes, 
our office is not to be blamed for this. In fact, we have not yet received 
any information as to what business will be taken up tomorrow. 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The House could 
have known at today’s sitting what business would be taken up tomoiTow. 
As a matter of- fact, last evening I gave the House to understand that the 
business that was going on yesterday would be continued today, and again 
I am going to announce that the business remaining from today will be 
continued tomorrow. 1 regret to have to say that although two days had 
been allotted for discussion of the Chief Minister’s statement that oppor- 
tunity, for all practical purposes, has not been availed of and as a matter 
of fact the time of the House is being wasted by decussing other matters 
not so very important. However, I may mention in this connection that 
tomorrow is the last day on which further discussion on the Premier’s state- 
ment will be allowed. I give this timely information to the House. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURi:: The Hon’ble Minister should 
not say that we have wasted the time of the House. In fact, we are prepared 
not to s|)eak anything tomorrow. Let them finish everything to-day. But 
at the 'same time we do protest that our right about the disimssion of the 
J^remier’s statement is sought to he taken away by (jovernment, as if we are 
responsible for all the delay, (xoveniment gave ])recedence to this Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education Bill over the Premier’s .statement. We have 
not brought any nomofficial Bills or resolutions, (jovernment have utilised 
tliese days for 1‘rimary Education Bill and they are now taking away a 
day which we ought to have got for tiu* purjiose of discus.sing the P.uemier’s 
statement and on wliich there has not lieen any jiroper discussion at all. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; As a member of 
(Government and at the same time as the Leader of the House, 1 am partial. 
As a matter of fact, 1 wanted to give this lloirble House every opportunity 
of a full disinission of the Premier's statement. As I have said, I regret 
to find that this House is not availing of this o])]>ortunity and is frittering 
away the very valuable time by taking up other matters. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, we obje(5t to the phrase used. We 
have moved our motion impelled by our sense of duty. That is not fritter- 
ing away our time. 1 think the Hon’ble Minister should withdraw the 
reihark . 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; If you are offended, 
then I withdraw it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; The iiuestion before the House is that 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942, as passed 
by the Assembly, be referred to a Seleit (’ommittee (‘onsisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, Minister in charge 

of the Education Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(3) Rai Bahadur Keshab Lhandra Banerjee, 

(4) Mr. Sachindra Narayan Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Amulya Dhoiie Roy, 

((I) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(7) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Siiiha Bahadur, of Nashipur, 

(8) Mr. R. W. N. Furguson, 

(9) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(10) Khan Sahib Abul (juasem, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 23rd December, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 
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KIimi Sahib ABUL QUASEMI; Sir, I am anxious to speak and 1 
think in all fairness you should pive us an opportunity to speak. T am 
anxious to speak because my substantive motion was ruled out of order. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS When 1 put tliis motion liefore the 
House, no honourable member rose. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: There were three speakers from this 
side of the House. 

Mr.^HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 1 did not think. Sir, (hat 
after we have passed the appointed hour, the House will coni in ue for any 
length of time, particularly when we are observing the Hamzan fast. I 
submit, Sir, the House should adjourn. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Let me put the motion before tlie House. 
As many as are of (he same opinion will say Aye; those wdio are of tho 
(‘ontrary o])inion will say No. 1 think tlie “Noes’* have it ; the Noes have 
it. 

As regards the point raised by the Leader of the Opposition that he 
made certain correspondenc(‘ with the office as regards part> strength, my 
attention has been drawn 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What about the division 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 find that in reply to the 
letter of the Leader of the Opposition, tw'o letters have been sent to the 
individual members, copies of wdiich w^ere sent to the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion. So I think he has no ground for complaint. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Did they not 
send any reply? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What about the division? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: I have already declared the result. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Up till now. Sir, no declaration has 
been made. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: No! no! The declaration has 
been already made. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order, Sir. So far as 
today’s business is concerned, it has been finished. Under the rules some 
^time should be given for sending in notices of mneudments to the clauses, 
of the Bill and the rule requires 7 days’ time. But as it is a small Bill, 

I think one or two days’ time should be given. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, the motiou 
for consideration of the Bill has not yet been passed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Wliat do you mean? What is your 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: My side of tke 
House is of opinion that it has not been given an opportunity for calling a 
divisiod, and therefore they think that an injustice has been done to them. 
But at any rate, the main motion has yet to be passed, though the Select 
(Jominittee motions have been rejected — one ruled out of order and the 
other just now rejected. And yet the main motion is going to be put 
without giving any opportunity to the Opposition to speak on it? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942, be taken 
into consideration. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, we have two or three members 
on this siffe to speak on this motion. You cannot deprive us of this oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: You are obstructing, pure and, 
simple. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Yes, that is our right. Every- 
thing is being taken away from our mouths and we are not allowed any 
opportunity to discuss the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: When amendments are dis- 
cussed the main motion and the amendments are both open to the House; 
the Opposition has missed its chance. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 entirely agree that the Opposition has 
missed its chance. It was within the rights of the Opposition to imme- 
diately lisc in their places as soon as you, Sir, had declared the results in 
regard to the Select (^immittee motions, and make as many speeches as 
they liked on the motion for consideration. But they did not do so at the 

time and only when the Ohaii got u]) and ])ut the original motion to the 

vote and started saying that those who were in favour of the motion, etc., 

etc., that this question was raised by the Leader of the Opposition that 

the motion should not be jmt to vote at that moment because there were 
several members on their side who wanted to speak. My submission is that 
the Opposition was perfectrly entitled to rise up in their places and make 
hundreds of speeches only^ after the Chair had announced the results of the 
Select Committee motion but after the Chair had begun putting the motion, 
to vote the Opposition had no further right. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; I entirely agree with what 
Mr. Kabir has said just now. But as we found that the House had over- 
stepped its time-limit and it was 4-t3() p.m. vre thought that the House 
was going to be adjourned. But as soon as the Chair began to read out 

the question but before he j)ut it to the^ouse, At that stage I requested 

permission to be allowed to speak on . the main motion and speak in 
proper time and not detain at a late hour of the^ day when we had not 
broken our fast. Therefore, Sir, 1 request^ that you* may be pleased to 

adjourn the House now and give us an opportunity to speak on the maiil 

motion tomorrow. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well, if the Opposition insists on speak- 
ing on the substantive motion, I cannot refuse their request. They will 
be given an opportunity the next day. The House now stands adjourned till 
2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

Th^ Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 1st October, 
1942. 


2ft 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. 


[30th Sept., 1942.] 


Mambers absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting hel^ on the 30th 
September, 1942: — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Rui Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(3) Eai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(4) Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

(o) Khan Bahadur Rezzaqul Haider Chowdhury. 

(fi) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(7) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(8) Mr. K. K. Datta. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(10) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(11) Mr. K. L. Doswami. 

(12) MrT Mohamed Hossain. 

(13) Klian Bahadur Syed Mohd. (ihaziul Huq. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Mohammed Asaf Khan. 

(15) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(16) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(17) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(18) Mr. R. Fal Chowdhury. 

(19) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Rahaman. 

(20) Dr. K. S. Ray, 

(21) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(22) Rai Sahib J. M. Sen. 

(23) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 


eGP-43t3-8229A-750 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Second Session, 1942 — No. 8. 


Thb*Coun('1l met in the Tiegislative Chamber of the Jies:i.^la1ive Build- 
^ ing, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 1st October, 1942, at 2-15 j).m.. being the 
eighth day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to section (12(2) (c;) of 
the Government of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Aimrn Hamtd (^howduuky) was 
in the Chair. 

Point of Information regarding discussion on Chief Minister’s statement. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Tliere is one qiiestion on 
the Order Paper for today to be answered by tlie Hon’ble the (Uiief 
Minister. But I have got intimation to the effe(‘t that on a(‘count of ill- 
health he will not be able to attend the meeting today. Therefore, the 
question is passed over. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May 1 enquire whether further 
discussion on item No. 14 of the special motions tabled in connection with 
the Chief Minister’s Statement will be resumed today'' 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 am coming to tliat. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipur: Sir. 
yesterday 1 rose on a jmint of order with regard to the (piestions that have 
not been answered. Can T raise the same point todays 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIokNT: That was not a point of order. But 
what do you want to know? 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipur: It 

appears that since 1940-41 several (luestions have remained unanswered. 
It is the privilege of the House that questions tabled by tlie members of 
this House should be answered. As a matter of fact, so far as I remember, 
there was a ruling from the Chair to the effect that questions must be 
answered on the appointed day. If the answers are not ready by thai time, 
it is for the Minister-in-charge to ask for further time. If a question is 
not answered in proper time, the utility of a c^u^stion is gone. It is no 
use dragging the questions from month to month and year to ymv. May 
I have your ruling on this point? 

27 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am fully conscious of the fact, as the 
Raja Bahadur of Nashipur has said, that it is a ‘yreat privilege of the House 
that questions should be answered in proper time. I am exceedingly sorry 
that some questions remained unanswered for a long time. I would request 
the Hon’ble Leader of the House t^) look into the matter and see that 
questions are answered as soon as possible. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: On a point of information, Sir. 
We have been given to understand by the T>eader of the House that today 
we will l)e given the opportunity of further discussing the motions^ arising 
out of the (’hief Minister’s statement. On account of other business, it 
could not be taken uj) yesterday. But it was definitely stated that the 
8pe(‘ial motion would be taken up today . 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: But that was on the 

distinct understanding that the consideration of the Primary Education 
Bill would be finished yesterday. 

Sir, may I ask the leaders of the different parties to give their opinion 
as to whether instead of taking the ordinary Non-Official Bills and resolu- 
tions, they would like to devote the whole of tomorrow’s sitting to the 
discussion of the debate on the Ohief Minister’s statement. They may get 
a full day if they agree to this. 

Mr. ME8HBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, it is unfair to suggest that we 
should be de])rived of the only non-offi(‘ial day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: I would like to have the oj)inion of the 
leaders of the different parties on this suggestion of the Leader of the 
House. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, neither we can hear the 
Opposition members nor is the Leader of the House speaking audibly. We 
do not know what is going on in the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The Leader of the House wants to know 
whether instead of taking up non-ofificial business tomorrow the House 
would like to go on with the discussion of the special motions on the Chief 
Minister’s statement. 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, we on this 
side of the House agree to the proposal. 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: May I suggest one thing? Let 
us discuss the matter amqugst ourselves. If you will kindly give us 10 
minutes Co discuss this mattefr, we may come to a decision and we shall 
communicate our decision to you in due course. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do you want me to suspend the businesi 
of the House for 10 minutes P 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes/ Sir, bemuse you cannot 
expect an offhand answer from us. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur: Sir, 
we have no objection if tomorrow is devoted entirely to discussion of the 
motions tabled in connection with the Premier’s statement. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, my party 
have got several important non-otficial resolutions and Addresses to the 
Governor for discussion tomorrow. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: AVhat do you think of the suggestion of 
Sir Bijoy? 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: That will be 
better. 

Mr.' DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is that the sense of the House? 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: T adjourn the House for 10 minutes to 
facilitate a discussion among the leaders of the different parties on this 
matter. 

(On re-as.sembling after the short adjournment.) 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, we have discussed amongst ourselves and we are agreeable 
to the proposal of the Leader of the House that tomorrow may be* devoted 
entirely to the consideration of the special motions arising out of the 
Chief Minister’s statement. But my party is definitely of opinion that the 
Chief Minister should be present. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: May 1 take it that this is the consensus 
of opinion of the House? (Cries of yes, from all sections of the House.) 

Mr. J. B. ROSS: Sir, we agree with the first ])art of the statement of 
the Leader of the Opposition that tomorrow- should be devotc^d to the 
discussion of the Prime Minister's statement, but we would qualify his 
statement by saying that the motion which is now’ liefore the House should 
be discussed, because we understand that that will be replied to by another 
Minister. We are quite agreeable that any nvitter w’hi<*h relates to the 
Home Department, which is Prime Minister’s portfolio, should sland over 
until he is present. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDEMT: 1 hope the opinion of the Leader of the 
Opposition is not (‘onditional. He simply desires that the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister should be present at the time of the discussion on his state- 
ment. As all sections of the House seem to be in ap:reement with the 
sug^gestion made by the Leader of tlie House, I accept the same. But I 
hoi)e it will not be made a precedent in future. 

I am to announce that under rule I2d of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, the Hon’ble the President has nominated Mr. W. B. G. 
Laidlaw to be a member on the Committee of Privileges in place of 
Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury who has since tendered his resignation^. 

The House will now take up further consideration of the motion moved 
by the Hon ’hie Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim that the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942, as passed ])y the Assembly, 
be taken into consideration. 

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, I rise to oppose the motion for consideration 
of the Bill. The present Bill which appears to he very simple contains 
provisions which alter the constitution of the existing District School 
Boards and the Central Committee. The existing Act was passed in 19f30 
in the teeth of vehement opposition and there was a long discussion over 
the constitution of the Central Committee and the district scliool hoards. 
It was after a compromise that sections 4 and 6 of the existing Act were 
passed in their present form. Now, Sir, an alteration is proposed to he 
made in res])ect of these two sections. Section 4 of the existing Act says 
that there will be a ( entral (ommittee which will consist of the Director 
of Public Instruction as an v.r-officio member; ten members to be elected by 
the district school boards, each division sending one Hindu and one MussaL 
man ; and five members, two of whom would be from the depressed class to 
be nominated by the Government. As the section now stands in the 
existing Act, the Central Committee consists of five nominated members 
and one e.v-ojficio member, that is, six members as against ten elected 
members. But in the amending Bill instead of five members nominated 
by (ioveriiment, there will be seven. This virtually increases the number 
of nominated members from six to eight against ten elected members. In 
the existing Act there was a substantial majority of elected members but 
in the amending Bill there will be a very small majority of elected members. 
There is another very pernicious principle that has been enunciated in the 
amending Bill. There was no provision in the existing Act for election of 
the Chairman of the Central Committee and it was presumed that opportu- 
nity will be taken in this amending Bill to provide for his election by the 
members of the Central Board. 

But Sir, by sub-clause (3) of clause 2 of the amending Bill the proposal 
is to make the Director of Public Instruction e.r-officio Chairman for all 
times and to provide that the Secretary will be nominated for the first five 
years. The Central Board is a very important body. It will control 
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primary education for the whole province of Benjral. Sir, in these days of 
democracy, a proposal has been made to officialise p imary education by the 
appointment of an official as the Chairman of tb - Central Committee. What 
will be the result of such a provision? The result will be that primary 
education will not have its full and unhampered growth in the future. 
It will be fully officialised if the Director of Public Instruction is made the 
Chairman of the Board. I am not against the appointment of any Govern- 
ment expert on the Central Committee; but the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion who has no direct knowledge of primary education in the rural areas 
will net be suitable for its Chairmanship. It would be betkx rather if the 
Special Officer is made a member of this committee. Sir, this is one of the 
most objectionable features of this amending Bill. There is another 
objectionable feature of this Bill and that relates to the provision regarding 
the constitution of the district s(‘hool boards. Sir, according to section 6 
of the existing Act the school board is formed with 11 elected members and 
8 nominated and e.r~offino members. But this amending Bill provides that 
the number of nominated members will be increased and the result will be 
that their number will be 10 against II elected members. Thus, the elected 
majority will be reduced and this is most objectionable. 1 do not object 
to the representation of females and Scheduled Castes on the board. But 
that should be made by adding to the number of elected members of the 
district board and the Central Committee. As a matter of fact, 1 find from 
section 8 of the Bombay Primary Education A(“t, 1028, that there is a 
provision that the school district board will consist of 12 elected members 
including women and representatives of the depressed classes and four 
nominated members. That is the ])rovision contained in th(‘ Bombay 
Act. The Punjab Primary Education Act which has been enacted very 
recently, provides for district school boards with all elected members. Sir, 
primary education is of vital importance to this province — primary education 
is the birth-right of every citizen. But in this matter, the present Gov- 
ernment which call themselves progressive aie taking a retrograd(‘ step — 
reactionary step. The old Government of li)8t) could i)ass such Acts, as 
that Government was reactitmary. But in 1942 it is regrettable if the 
popular Ministry which calls itself progressive, brings out such an amending 
Bill as the present one. It is a matter of great regret that such a Bill 
has been brought up by the Ilon’ble Leader of the Hous(‘. Personally 
speaking, 1 have got the highest regard for him and once lie was known 
for his independent spirit and I do not know how he has been induced to 
pilot a retrograde measure like this. I think, Sir, he has been made a 
scape-goat and has been compelled to pilot this Bill. If this Bill is passed, 
primary education will be retarded at every stage. 

Sir, we know how these officers of Government are retarding the growth 
of primary education, though they are appointed to help the spread of 
primary education. I know of instances w'here only on some technical 
grounds these officers of department are not •according sanction to the 
schemes. Perhaps every honourable member knows that in the Uhittagong 
Municipality we have introduced free compulsory primary education. Our 
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first scheme for compulsory free primar>^ education was sanctioned after a 
period of 7 years. Our second scheme for free and compulsory primary 
education for ^^irls was sanctioned after 5 years. That was also met with the 
same opposition. That is the attitude of Government towards these schemes. 
With all respect to the officers of the department, I beg to submit that 
without helping the cause of education they are simply retarding it. 

On these grounds, Sir, I strongly oppose this motion for taking the Bill 
into consideration. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942 (as passed 
by the Assembly), be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 1 may 
bring to your notice one thing that sufficient time should be given to the 
members for putting in their amendments to the clauses of the Bill. Sir, 
though this Bill apparently looks like a simple Bill, as a matter of fact 
it is not so. The members of my party have got as many as 30 or 40 
amendments to move. Probably, it may be necessary to send in 100 
amendments to this Bill. So, we may be given sufficient time for sending 
in amendments. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE; Sir, are we to take it that the 
agreement which was arrived at between the members of the Opposition 
and the Government in the other place is not binding on tlie Opposition 
here? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 rime may be given 
up to Saturday for giving notices of amendments to the clauses of the Bill, 
80 that the Second Reading of the Bill may be proceeded with from Monday 
next. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: That would 
mean loo short a time. 1 think time should be given till Monday next for 
putting in notices of amendments. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Apart from the convenience 
®r inconvenience of the members to put in amendments to the clauses wnthin 
such a short time, I submit. Sir, that the rules do not give the Chair any 
option in this matter. Rule 80 makes special mention as regards the 
period of time to wliich the members would be entitled for putting in amend- 
ments to the clauses of the Bill, after the consideration motion is carried. 
The rule says: ‘‘the Bill shall be taken into (‘onsideration and the provisions 
of these rules regarding consideration of amendments to Bills (save that 
the period of notice of amendments shall be seven days) and subsequent 
procedure in regard to the pa.ssing of Bills originating in the Council shall 
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That provides for a specific time to enable the members to put in 
amendments. It is specifically provided that so far as the question of time 
is concerned, it shall be 7 days. This is unqualified. This ])roviso 
governs all other provisions in regard to the tabling of amendments to the 
clauses of any Bill originating in the (’ouncil. 1, therefore, submit, Sir, 
the rule does not give you any option. And this 7 days would have over- 
lapped the period of 10 days which is provided for in section 77. But that 
has not come in because you were pleased to exercise your prerogative in 
reducing the period of notice in the case of the motion for consideration. 

As i^gards the convenience of the members, 1 submit. Sir. even if it be 
held that you are inclined to reduce the period for giving notices of amend- 
ments to the clauses of the Bill, it should not he on this side of the week. 
It should not be before Monday. Tomorrow we are going to have a sitting 
at which very important things are going to be discussed. Ti would he 
inconvenient for us to divert our attention to thinking out amendments to 
the clauses of this Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; A point has been raised tlial in the case 
of a Bill coming from the Assembly no motion can be considered unless 7 
days’ notice is given. It has been argued that the words in rule (St) of 
the Bengal Legislative (buncil Procedure Pules, namel.\ , “save that the 
period of notice for amendments shall be 7 days” su])}>ort this view. This 
contention does not api)ear to be correct. Rule tSO H])ecifi(;ally provides that 
in the case of Bills coming from the Assembl\, the same rules regarding 
consideration of amendments shall apply, as in th(‘ case of Bills originating 
in the (’ouncil. There is onl> one exce])tion, namely, that tlie general 
rule as laid down in rule th‘1 which requires ten days’ notice to be given 
for amendments is modified by reducing it to 7 days. All other rules 
which apply in the case of amendments to Bills orginating in the (’ouncil 
apply and consequently rule ti4 also applies. Buie (‘A runs as follows:— 
‘‘On an oral request made by a member at a meeting of the ( ouncil, the 
President, in his discretion ma> admit an amendment to a Bill under the 
consideration of the (’ouncil at shorter notice than that juescribed (*lse- 
where in these rules, provided that the question to which such amendment 
relates shall not be taken into consideration on the day on which the 
amendment is admitted, unless the President directs otherwise.” 

It is clear, therefore, that the (’hair has power to admit short-notice 
amendments even on an oral reejuest made by a member on the floor of 
the Chamber and even allow such an amendment to be considered on the 
same day on which it is admitted. But when 1 give this ruling, J do not 
certainly mean 

Mr.. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Is that your final ruling. Sir, for we 
have another point of view to press on you on this question. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I do not certainly mean that on each and 
every occasion the Chair should exercise this special right. I ahi rather 
of opinion that unless special circumstances arise for having recourse to 
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this special provision, this special power should not be exercised by the 
Chair if it causes inconvenience to the House. In the present case, there- 
fore, before I decide the matter finally, I would like to have the opinion of 
the leaders of the different groups. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs Sir, before the different party 
leaders speak on this point, will you kindly permit me to point out that 
rule 64 has absolutely no application to the present case but that it refers 
only to what may be called ‘‘consequential amendments’ \ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. It is expected that the 
honourable member is not ignorant of the elementary rule that there should 
not be any debate on the ruling of the Chair. If I find that that exercise of 
this special right causes any inconvenience to the House, then I should be the 
last person to exercise that special right. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the suggestion is that the last 
date for putting in the amendments should be Monday instead of Saturday, 
a matter of only 48 hours. In view of this, I hope the Hon’ble the Leader 
of the House will please see his way to accept the suggestion. I think this 
will satisfy the Opposition. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: May I take it that this is the consensus 
of opinion of this House? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 have got 
something to say on the matter. I oppose the suggestion. We have 
already heard that the Opposition is going to put in hundreds of amend- 
ments. If these amendments are received on Monday, then the Council 
will not have any time to consider tliem, as the House will have to be 
prorogued on the 8th October at the latest, the J)th and lOth being holidays. 
As a matter of fact, this matter has been before the public for about a year. 
It is a short Hill, besides. If the objection of the Opposition is that 
nomination should not find a place in the Hill but that it should be replaced 
by election, that women should not have a seat on the district school boards 
and that Scheduled Caste members should come in not by nomination but 
by election, we can easily understand what the possible amendments may 
be, and I do not think it is such an intricate matter that it will require more 
than 24 hours for the members of the Opposition to come to a decision. 
As a matter of fact, they have already come to a decision as to what 
amendments they are going to table. Therefore, I think that Saturday 
will give them ample time and will cause no inconvenience to the honour- 
able members for putting in amendn^ents to the clauses of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: So far as our party is concerned, we will 
not be inconvenienced if the date for submission of amendments is fixed for 
Saturday. 
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R^a Bahater BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINtIA, al Naihipur: I 

have already given my opinion. I have consulted my party and they are 
of opinion that a couple of days’ time will be- sufficient, as the Bill is a 
small one. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. Will it suffice if aniendmenis are received 
up to Saturday? 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur: Yes, 
Sir. • 


Mr. d. B. ROSS: I accept the views of the Leader of the House. 

« Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, so far as the leaders of the 
different groups are concerned, they are j?*enerally sujtporters of the 
Government. But it is the special privilege of the Opposition to put in 
any number of amendments they like. Therefore, I hope you will see 
that the Opposition is accommodated. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: In this connection, 
may 1 mention that the (^hair may also receive amendments on the floor of 
the House on Monday, if tlie Opposition members are not able to fully 
consider the provisions of this Bill by Saturday. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I shall be very glad if this (jnestion can 
be settled by mutual agreement. But in case you cannot settle it amicably. 
I shall have to look to the convenience of each grou]) of the House. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: May 1 ajipeal to the Ojiposition to 
have a little sanity in tliis matter? The Bill has been passed in the Lower 
House, and if they accept Saturday as the time for putting in aimuidments 
to the clauses, it miglit be finished on Monday. In the Lower House it 
has already been passed on the basis of a comprf)mise. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amehdmeuts to the first three clauses will 
be received up to 8 p.m. on Saturday and the amendments in respect of the 
other clauses will be received up to 10 a.m. on Monday. The considera- 
tion of the Bill, clause by clause, will be taken up on Tuesday. 


Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That will be all right, Sir. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, \#ill the office please see that 
the list of amendments are made available to the members at least a day 
before ? 
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Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The hrst set of amendments will be sent 
to the honourable members by post and will also be circulated to them in 
the Chamber. The same procedure will be followed in respect of the 
second set of amendments. I hope this will not be inconvenient to the 
honourable members. 

Discussion of Special Motions regarding Chief Minister’s Statement. 

The House will now take up further discussion of the motions arising 
out of the general statement made by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in the 
Council on the 17th September, 1942. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, I had no desire 

to take part in this debate specially at this late stage, when everything has 
been said, and challenge and counter-challenge made with all the force at 
the command of the different speakers, but for the fact that the strong 
sj)eeches which have been delivered and personal attacks made by some of 
my friends on the Opposition might give rise to a suspicion that the present 
Ministry is wilfully neglecting its duty in the matter of ameliorating the 
economic condition of the people of this province. In order to remove this 
wrong impression from the minds of the people, T wish to make a few 
remarks. It is true that the present Ministry have not done many things 
which were expected of them and that the high hopes entertained by the 
members of this side of the House have not been fully realised. But the 
failure on the ])art of the Ministry is not due to neglect of duty or want of 
sympathy towards the people but to difficult conditions prevailing in the 
country, s])ecially in Bengal. As we all know, war is going on with the 
formidable enemy within the gate of India. Against this background, we 
must admit that tlie present Ministry are doing what is humanly possible. 
Sir, total sto])page of importation of rice, the staple food of the people of 
the province — Burma being now occupied by the Japanese — plus semi- 
military control over transportation, has made it difficult, if not impossible, 
to bring enough foodstuff in the country in time. Also the apathy of the 
(’entral (xovernment to buy extra jute crop, internal dissessions, communal 
disharmony and on the top of all, (’ivil Disobedience Movement, are factors 
which cannot be overlooked in criticising the present (Government. Sir, 
we must also look to the fact that the burden of the administration of the 
vast province of Bengal has fallen upon the shoulders of 9 persons who have 
to look after so many problems and therefore, they are unable to give their 
f\ill attention to the work, which the importance of the work demands. 

Sir, in my humble opinion the fact that the Opposition did not accept the 
motion of my honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir, making some con- 
crete suggestion plus as many as 82 motions tabled by the Opposition, leads 
one to believe that the Opposition is opposing the (Government for the sake 
of Opposition, and criticising every act of the Government for the sake of 
criticism. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Why do you support? 


AltiMlj Khflfi Bshsduf Shftikh MUHAMMAD JAN* I support this 
Govermneut becaUvse they are working under peculiarly difficult cir- 
cumstances, and therefore, deserve encouragenieni at the hands of all the 
members of the House, if not congratulations. Sir, there is a feeling in 
some section of the House, and outside the House, -that the iiresent Ministry 
are showing lukewarm attitude towards the Civil Disobedience Movement 
initiated by the ( oiigress and are not taking pniper steps to sujipress law- 
lessness prevailing in the province. Sir, it is doubtful if the Civil Dis- 
obedience Movement has been initiated by the Congress or has been forced 
on the country by the hasty action of the (iovernnient in arresting Congress 
leaders in dramatic circumstances at dead of night and in the early hours of 
tke morning, a few hours after the pas.sing of the much-criticised Congress 
resolution supported by not less than 2 lakhs of persons. It is for the 
future historians to decide whether this act is an instance of the folly of 
the Congress or of the (Tovernment of India, constituted as it is today by 
majority of Indian members. Whatever it might be, the jiresenl (lovern- 
ment specially the (diief Minister ma<le it clear that they dejirecated the 
movement and that the> were ])re])ared to supjiress lawlessness at all costs; 
because lawlessness was neither in the interest of tlu* llriiish (lovernment 
nor in the interest of the Indian people. The Chief Minister also 
criticised the attitude of the (Government of India in not settling with the 
Congress and other parties and forming a National (lOvernment, with the 
frankness which is (diaract eristic of him, for which be was legarded by 
his former friends, now in Opposition, as the “Tiger of BeiigaT’ and the 
“Lion of Islam’’. It is a facd whicli nobody can deny that the jnesent 
Ministry headed b.\ Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hu(| has saved Dengal from a major 
catastrophe and it lias succeeded b\ tactful handling of the situation in 
preventing this mass movement from spreading in the interior of lleng*ul, 
as it has spread in other jirovinces; had the (iovernnient taken strong- 
measures and adopted harsh stejis, as has been suggested b\ some of m> 
friends, political situation in Dengal w'ould have been much worse than we 
actually find it today. In Dihar, Donibay, other places acts of sabotage and 
derailment of trains and throwing of bombs an* matters of daily (XJcurrence, 
but thank (iod, that is not so here in Bengal. While the (iovernnient is 
taking every possible stej) to sujijiress lawdessiiess, they are also trying to 
resolve the present deadlock and they are taking active stejis to bring 
about union between the different communities and sections of the ])eople of 
India, so that an honourable settlement may be arrived at with the British 
Government. (Mr. Hamioul Hrq (^iiowdiivry : TlH*y are doing nothing 
of the kind.) That may be your opinion. But T think the House should 
congratulate the (’hief Minister and Dr. Ssyamaprasad Mookerjee, who are 
taking all practical steps to resolve the present deadlock and have not 
contented themselves by criticising the Governmeftt or the (’ongress or both 
as some of us are doing here. Let me now offer a bit of advice to my 
European friends in Calcutta, some of whom are my personal friends. They 
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are not only straightforward in their business but also in their , daily 
outlook on life including politics. They move with the march of time 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: On a point of order, Sir. Is the speaker 
relevant to the actual motion that is before the House? 

Alhad] Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, I am juat 
having a general discussion 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 was just going to draw the aittention 
of the honourable member to this matter and I would request him to kindly 
confine his remarks to the motion under consideration and not digress over 
wider political questions. 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a matter of information, Sir. Will 
you kindly permit me to say that on another day during the discussion of 
this motion which referred to the acute economic crisis in this province 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy was allowed to make a speech covering "the 
whole of the statement of the Chief Minister, as he contended that his 
remarks had some near or distant connection with the economy crisis. 
Since that was allowed, I submit, Sir, that this honourable member may be 
allowed also. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right, the honourable member may go 
on. 


Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN: I always admired 
the European businessmen. But the sjMi^et lies of some <)f the representatives 
of the EurojK^in businessmen in the Central Tiegislature and in the Provincial 
liegislatuie have disappointed many of us and their opiK>sition to national 
aspiration has alienated the feelings of Indian businessmen, eominereial and 
labouiing classes, as they are all united that a national Government should 
be formed imme<liately. This will be evident by the resolution passed by the 
difPerent Chaml>ers of Commerce representing all sections of the people except 
Eurojiean businessmen — and also the resolution adopted by the All-India 
Trade Union (.ongi’ess at Nagqnir. I am afiaid that alienation of the feelings 
of the Indian businessmen and the Indian labour may adversely affect the 
progress of the war in favour of the Allies and delay theii victoiy which 
we all desire. 

Sir, it is a great pity that European businessmen who have lived in 
Calcutta for a number of years and have made immense fortune by their 
labour and intelligence and some of whom have made India their home, are 
at present stubbornly supporting the iK>licy of the British Government 5,000 
miles away in order to suppress the national aspiration of this country. It 
is my honest conviction that those who are opposing reconciliation between 
India and England whether here or in England, on whatever ground it may 
be, and however highly placed they may be, they are neither friends of India 
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or England. They are hampering the war efforts, to say the least and so 
they are the enemy of the United Nations who are fighting, the cause of 
Democracy — they are the enemy ot civilisation* which is at stake. Sir, I 
ho|>e that saner counsel will prevail among the European businessmen and 
they will i-ally round the paogressive section in their own communitv liejided 
by Mr. Arthur Moore, which has identified itself with the just cause of 
India, so that India may pool all its resources in men and money to ward 
off the danger that we are facing both in the East and in the West. With 
these words, I oppose the motion. 

• . 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Mr. Deputy President, I am sure 
that by this time the honourable members of this House have got a complete 
idoii of the statement that has l)een made by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 1 
was not at all surprised at the contents of that statement. The ('hief 
Sinister himself realised the disappointing nature of the statement he was 
making, so much so that he felt ill at ease to read it before the House. He 
selected for presenting this statement of facts and the record of his 
achievements not to his second dej)uty, not to his third deputy, but his 
last deputy, namely, the 9th member of his ('abinet, the Minister from the 
Scheduled Castes. 

Analysing the statement we find that in a ])amphlet consisting of 17J 
pages, the Chief Minister has dealt with seven items of achievement during 
the last 12 months of his administration. One of these achievements 
which has f)ccu])ied the major portion of his statement refers to war efforts 
--a subject which has become as important as recruitment of the army and 
the manufacture of arms and so on. He has taken great care to say that 
activities of this department were initiated bv the last Government and 
during the regime of the present Government this has flourished. So far as 
this department is concerned, there are certain acts of omission and commis- 
sion on the part of the present Ministry which have been thoroughly discussed 
on the public platforms and in the Ih-ess; they have also been discussed in the 
other House. It relates to A. R. P. and its sister organisations. To that 
subject, Sir, he has devoted 12i pages of his statement. But a cursory 
glance will show that this statement on A. R. P. is almost a copy of any 
pamphlet which has been published by the A. R. P. Department all over 
the country 

Mr. DEPUTY PRT8IDENT: Order, order. I am very sorry to iiiterrujd 
you. Are you going to make a si}eech on the motion l)efore us or are you 
going to make a general speech ? 

Mr. HAMIIDUL HUQ CHDWDHURY: I am just introducing the subject. 
Well, Sir, this is the main feature of the statement. Sir, compare the other 
items included in the statement with this A. R. iP. item. The second item 
we find dealt with is the food problerh. That covers barely a page*in which 
he simply refers to some difficulties. He has not held out any hope of 
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solution. He has not said what are the plans that the Government have 
formulated for the solution of this very acute problem. He does not seem 
to realise the urgency of the question of the supplies of foodstuffs. The 
Provincial .Government have very little concern with the active operatiou 
of war although on that plea they have withheld all important works of this 
province. The primary concern of the Provincial Government is to provide 
food to the people in times of crisis. This difficulty of food-supply was 
apprehended for a long time, and as Japan came into the war, this problem 
became more acute because certain sources of food-supply were cut oft' from 
this province. And, Sir, what have the Government done duripg this 
critical period when every one knew what was going to happen. By way 
of solution, the Chief Minister has stated that ^‘The House is no doubt 
aware that we have recently established the nucleus of a Civil Supplies 
Directorate and I hope that it will not be long before it is w^orking at full 
strength”. Well, Sir, barely a month has passed since this Directorate 
was established. The problem became acute much longer before that. 
Every household in Bengal is at present faced with starvation. The barest 
requirement of the average people of Bengal is very small, viz., foodstuffs 
and some clothing to cover their shame. That, Sir, is the problem and so 
far as this Government is concerned, it has allow’ed the situation to 
deteriorate from day to day. It must have been within the experience of 
the honourable members how the crisis is developing from day to day, how 
the profiteers who have accumulated supplies for their own advantage have 
exploited the situation. Government have recently introduced the purchas- 
ing system. But was there any plan behind the system; we do not know. 
Government announced that the Government of India wanted to withdraw 
some of the surplus foodstuffs from the districts in which there was surplus 
and from those coastal areas which are likely to be attacked by Japan. As 
a part of the denial policy of the Government of India, the Bengal Govern- 
ment withdrew large quantities of rice from these areas. Sir, the manner 
in which these schemes have been executed, the atmosphere under which 
they were worked out have created such a sort of suspicion, have spread such 
rumours — in fact, such rumours are passing every day on the streets of the 
cities and in the villages — that no Government of any country in the world 
could stand them even for one day. Only in this country do we find that 
even against strong public condemnation they are justifying their activities. 
Sir, it might sound strange, but all the same it is true that contracts have 
been given not on considerations of public advantage but from considera- 
tions of party patronage. Contracts have been divided for the purpose of 
sharing of profits amongst persons who are the supporters of the Govern- 
ment and whose support has to be bought. The rumour is that contracts 
were distributed for the purchase of rice not from the districts which are 
known as surplus districts but the purchase went on from districts which 
were not surplus with the result that the prices went up to such an extent 
that from the neighbouring places businessmen came with the idea that 
they would be able to make profit by purchasing rice from districts which 
were surplus in the matter of rice production. What calculations they had 
for the purpose of showing that the areas, principally the islands lying 
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on the Bay of Bengal from which large quantities of rice had been with- 
drawn, would be able to meet their own needs ‘r* Those areas were left 
absolutely without the necessaries of life. This procedure w^eiit on. It 
was allowed to continue because it meant more profit to persons who were 
connected intimately with the present Ministry. Sir, therefore, when the 
food problem w^as at long last tackled by the (iovernment, the people found 
themselves in greater danger, because the vast power that was taken by the 
Ministers for the purpose of ameliorating the condition of the masses was 
taken advantage of for meeting selfish ends. Following that, they created 
a licensing system for the purpose of controlling the prices — the rising 
prices ^nd the exploitation by the dealers and shopkeepers of the consumers. 
What was the actual re.sult of thaty Sir, it is said that favoured persons 
were given licences for the i)urpose of suddenly becoming dealers — persons, 
who throughout their lives passed as politicians w^ere suddenly known to be 
dealers and stockists of sugar. They {jurchased sugar at tlie rate of Ks. Ill 
dr so per maund. They were seen to .sell that sugar at the rate of Its. 19 
next morning. Special penuits were issue<l from the house of a particular 
Minister, authorising these ]iersons to get from the selected dealers 
quantities of sugar at controlled prices, whereas the ordinary man could 
not buy at less than 14 annas a seer. ()nl.\ people who had easy access or 
audiences with the Ministers, could get sugar and rice in any quantity and 
at proper time but nf)t the general public. This is the power they have 
taken and that is the way they are utilising that power. A certain Minister 
is reported to have started a shop for the purpose of selling rice. The report 
goes that in that very shop sometimes rice was being sold at lls. 10 to 
Es. 12 per maund when the control price was lls. 8-4. That is what they 
are doing and if the public become suspicious of every step that the Ministers 
take and think that these measures will not be use<l for the benefit of the 
people in general, how can you blame them ? It is a matter of great 
surprise, Sir, that there has as yet been no open revolt against the consti- 
tuted authorities. The disturbances in this province that have taken place 
as a result of the activities of the Ministers in the matter of foodstuffs and 
price-control etc., you are foisting on the Congress. You are showing 
resentment against the activities of the British Government and the Gov- 
ernment of India in arresting Congress leaders and claiming that these dis- 
turbances show the popularity of Congress with the masses. The Ministers 
are exploiting the politicians and the supporters of the Congress. Sir, the 
ignorant people of the Sonthal Parganas, the half aboriginals who are 
suffering from hunger are being exploited. I know of one case in which 
5,000 to 10,000 rural people in the Dinajpur district were instigated to 
march upon the town in the expectation that they could easily loot large 
quantities of rice which Government have purchased and are hoarding away 
from the people in order to supply it to somebody else outside this province. 
These are the people whom the Congress describes as Iheir supporters, 
supporters of their mass movement. Sir, these people are not the supporters 
of the Congress but are being exploited by the Congress for their hunger. 
And directly and definitely these Ministers are contributing by thfeir action 
to this situation, and they are saying that they are keeping up the morale 
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of these people not by repressive measures but my ameliorative measures 
like price control etc. Sir, in the end it is these poor people who will te 
punished while as a matter of fact punishment should be inflicted only on 
those who take to political agitation and engineer riots as a policy. These 
poor people will be punished whereas those who have instigated them will 
escape. Sir, consider the case of the hunger-marchers. They have been 
compelled only on the assurance of getting a morsel of food to resort to 
this sort of drastic and violent action. These conditions are being created 
by the Ministers by their imprudent price-control and food-control policy. 
It is they who are directly contributing to the disturbance® that 
we are witnessing in Bengal; they are not at all due to dissatisfaction with 
the xwlitical situation of the country. Mr. Ross has said, and this has been 
re-echoed by several members on the other side very conveniently, that the 
Opposition has not made any constructive suggestion. Sir, Mr. Ross can- 
not be expected to realise fully what are the duties of tha^pposition. Being 
always supporters of the Government, and not having known during any 
term of their (V)uncil or Assembly life how to be in the Opposition, they do 
not know what the Opposition’s duties are. It is not the duty of the 
Opposition to give any advice to the Ministers; we have our plans, our 
schemes and our projects and they are to be carried out if and when we 
come into power. We cannot give light and guidance to those w^ho have no 
light of their own. When the (’hief Minister invites advice and suggestions 
from the Opposition, he thereby declares to the world that he is not fit for 
sitting where he is sitting at present. If he wants our advice, then we 
should be sitting behind the Treasury Benches and wdth the Ministers. 
Therefore, Mr. Ross’s criticism that we have always been critics of Govern- 
ment and have never put forw^ard any constructive suggestions, though in 
theory is all right, but in practical politics has no legs to stand upon. So, 
when the Government ask for advice and suggestions from the Opposition, by 
their own admission they stand condemned. They ought to have their own 
plans and programmes and it is because their plans and programmes 
are supposed to l>e superior to ours and because they have the power to put 
them into execution that they are on the Treasury Bench today and not oH 
the Of^oeition. The Chief Minister when he has to hear in this House 
some sharp criticisms of his performances makes himself conveniently ill 
and is always absent on such occasions. But possibly we shall get an 
opportunity to confront him with his achievements. He is absent today 
and may also be absent tomorrow. It is not unoften, as I have said, that 
he has invited, whenever he has felt it convenient and w^henever he has been 
placed in an inconvenient position, advice and suggestions from the Oppo- 
sition just only to soothe and mollify our feelings. He says — '‘come here 
and advise me, I am open to your advice” and things like that. I submit, 
Sir, that he is always open to advice, because he has no programme or plan 
and he takes no interest in public welfare. Therefore, no fixed plan or 
programme can be expected from him. Look at the questions that we have 
been asking with regard to the Agriculture and Industries Department. 
This has been one of the most neglected departments throughout the historj’ 
of the old as well as of the new Reforms. They have been entrusted to a 
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IfinSster who is not competent to deal with the af?riciiltiiral and industrial 
problems of the province. These subjects are much more important than 
the Home Department and other departmenfs. So, Sir, this department 
should have been entrusted to the most capable Minister; but it is otherwise. 
When some quest ions were put to the llon’ble Minister, he displayed an 
amount of igfnorance which surprised us very much, and it has frightened 
us as to what is in store for us. Has he got any plan? Does he know what 
is his programme? He has got none. Only distribution of pamphlets 
asking the people to grow more food will not solve the problem. 

Then, Sir, my friend Khan Bahadur Muhammad dan, a great business 
magnate — an exporter and importer of piece-goods from Japan and other 
countries — cmt off from his business for the time being — spoke supporting 
the statement of the Hon’ hie Chief Minister. But he has got little or no 
knowledge of the^€bndition of the people of the rural areas, what foodstuff 
they grow and what is their difficulty. He is concerned only with his 
import and export business. He says that the present Government have 
plans but that there is difficulty owing to the source of sup])ly being cut off. 
But what are the plans? What have they done for the purpose of increas- 
ing the production? Only day before yesterday the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Agriculture said that half a million acres of land can be sown 
with the im])roved seeds. Is that enough? Does he realise that so far 
as the Agriculture Department is concerned, it has wdiat is really an 
apology of a scheme for the production of seeds which is one of the growing 
needs of the province? For want of improved seeds the province is starving 
and no improvement can be made possible if the production of seeds is not 
increased, as our province is proverbially poor in the production of improved 
seeds as compared with other provinces in India. One of the main reasons ^ 
w hy it is so, is that there is no attempt made to improve the quality of the 
seeds — ^.there is no research for the production of l)etter and larger quantity 
of seeds so that they can be distributed to the people at large. What is 
the scheme of the present .Government? There was a scheme which is in 
operation for nearly 2^ years. May I know how far that scheme has been 
worked with the money placed at their disposal by the Government of 
India? This grant w'ould have been a god-send for any other Government. 
But what has this Government done with that grant to increase and improve 
the production — what have they done with the large amount placed at their 
disposal by the Government of India in order to increase the food j)roduction 
of the province? 

The Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture in the month of April advised 
the people to immediately take up the question of growing potatoes: the 
people do not grow potatoes in the month of April. Then, Sir, he advises 
the people to grow rahi crop in May. Rahi croj) is not grown in May. 
In this way in his preoccupation with other things he advises the people 
to grow rahi crop when it is time for wet crop. 'Mere distribution^ of leaflets 
and pamphlets exhorting the people to grow more food, as 1 have already 
said, will not solve the problem. 
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Sir, has he seen what has been done in the other provinces; how lakhs 
and lakhs of rupees which the Government of India put into their hands 
has been distributed? They have done nothing for the purpose of recla- 
mation of large areas of lands in Nadia, Jessore and Khulna which are lying 
fallow. Yast tracts of land in the East Bengal districts are lying uncared 
for. They have not tried to cultivate these lands. They have not tried to 
grow one handful of paddy in thes^ lands. (Mr. Lalit CtiANDRA Das: 
You want miracle.) What can be done with fallow lands has been shown 
by some sugar mills who started working only two or three years agf>. 
They have brought under cuHivation lands wliicli were remaining fallow. 
They have improved those lands. Their efforts liave been fruitful. Look 
at the Government of Assam. They have cleared jungle areas of some 
districts and people are going to settle there. Such things can be done 
here also and thereby to a certain extent the overcrowding of population 
may be solved. I^herefore, only the plan of providin|f*a Directorate of 
Supplies or starting of an organisation for the control of prices will not 
solve the problem. Bengal will have to grow her own rice. No otlier 
province can supply rice to Bengal adecjiiately. The Chief Minister has 
only displayenl his inactivities of last 10 or 11 months through tlie pages 
of his statement. We are not surprised Muth it. 

Sir, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Jan has brought in a (piestion — his most 
favourite question, the (luesticm of cutting off' of supplies. I am sorry he is 
not ])resent. Ilis activities also are well-known to us. He has been returned 
as a League member in this House but in his wisdom he has thought fit to go 
end sit witli the other party. He is now one of the conveners 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, are you going to permit these 
^’’personal attacks specially when the honourable member is not present here? 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: He ought to have been here. He has 
made some remarks and gone away. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERilEE; Well, give the Government some 
constructive suggestions. AYhat is your plan? 

Mr. HAM I DU L HUQ OHOWDHURYr Well, if the Government really 
want constructive suggestions we can give them. They are very simple. 
First of all, you have to find out money for the purpose of financing some 
beneheial schemes which you are asking the people to do. One of the most 
essential things is to guide these people, not only by pamphletii and talks but 
by giving them some assistance in the shape of improving their lands. The 
system that ha.s been found suitable in all other countries, namely, the 
system of training a band of demonstrators who show to the cultivators on 
their own lands how to grow and what to do in time of difficulties with 
which they are unacquainted. These demonstrators will have to be trained. 
There was a plan drawn up by the past Government but could not be put 
into operation on account of the fact that they had to resign. They were 
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producing a large number of denionatraiors at emergency centres — they 
were giving intensive training to them. They pr'.duced thousands of these 
demonstrators, and sent them to villages. They used to send them round 
with quantities of seeds — good seeds — and induced ilu* ]UM)])le to buy them. 
I would advise fTOvernment to send thousands of demonstrators with vseeds 
purchased from this province or outside for improving cultivation. 
Secondly, you must have larger centres for })roilu('tion of seeds. You 
cannot depend upon seeds which you purehas<‘ from the ordinarv market. 
After the last year’s Barisal cyclone, the setnls wliitdi were (list ributerl by 
tlie ftovernment did not germinate and created a vi‘ry bad impression 
amobg the people. Therefore, \ou must be very c.iretul about tlie j)roduc- 
tion of seeds. You must be careful about imjmoving their qualil \ . Then, 
Sir, aftei* having produced, (lovernment will have to find out a machinery 
for the ])urpose of disj)osal ot surplus, in this way the\ can save the 
Vultivators from e^cploitation. Now, Sir, alxmi tin* (pn'stion t»f traiis])orta> 
tion diHiculties. I’ln* (lovcriimeiit must know what th(‘ othfu- count i'i(‘s are 
doing in similar circumstances. 'rhe.\ must get Iiti‘ralur(‘ irom other 
couiitries—lhey inust get Indd ot tlieir schemes ami see how those eouulri(\s 
faced those ])rohlems duiing tin* war and how most of thtuu liave solved it. 
You u>ust get literature and know how the\ have succeeded in aholishiug 
‘‘black markets” and how lhe,\ have h(*en able to save jn'opli* from ex]>loita- 
tiou of the kiu4 which we are n()\\ witnessing in this province at this stage. 
These are some of the suggestions that I want to mak(‘ to the (iov(*rnment . 

Begum HAM IDA MOMIN: Mr. l)epul> President, Sir, I rise to 
support whole-heartedly the motion moved by the Honowral^le the Leader of 
tlie Opposition, Khan Tlaliadur Sailed Muazzamuddin Husain. The })r(;^sent 
economic condition on which this motion hinges is om‘ which has alTected 
not one class or one section of our jiroviiKte, hut it is gcniwal and has affected 
the province as a whole. We all know’ that the presmit food scarcity is due 
to war (KJTiditioiis in our country and none of ns would grudge j)ri‘ference 
being given to military supplies or war w(»rk ; on the other hand, 1 am sure 
that every one of us is p'‘^ forego luxury ami (iomforts a]id make 

sacrifices to do his or her l»it to help the Allies to win the war — and that 
gloriously. But what is wanted is a little more serious thought and real 
effort on the ]iart of the administrators. Tliere is, no doubt, the f’emt roller 
of Prices and also other administrative arrangements to see that th<‘ ]>(H)ple 
are not subjected to unne(;essar\ liardslii]). I can, iiowever, say from 
personal experience that all this has Ixum 'on pai)er onl.v. So far not a 
single article of food or medicine could be had at controlled price. Then, 
Sir, even regarding the sujjph of those articles of food of which the price has 
been controlled, people have got to stand in a long (luene for the whole 
of a morning in order to have a seer or half a seer of sugar and two seers of 
rice. In the majority of Indian families, the householder himself does 
his daily bazaar and if he has to spend the wdnde of his morning in getting 
a seer of sugar and two seers of rice, that means tliat he will bq unable to 
go to his work or if be has to go to his work he and his family wTll have 
to etarve. 



304 


SPE(^IAL MOTIONS. 


•[1st Oct.\ 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBIIH.AH Bahadur, of Dacca: Will 
iLe jjuiioiirable lady member kindly let me know at what price that sii<?ar 
and rice were beinpf purchased? 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: 1 am not talking of the price. 1 am talking 
of the inconvenience that this systenj of rationing causes to every house- 
holder — 

The Hon’ble Namb Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: I 

wanted to know if the controlled price was being observed in those shops. 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: i do not know if controlled prices were 
being observed in those shops, but 1 may tell the Hon’ble Minister that 
sugar was selling at about six annas a seer and rice, coarse rice, at three, 
to four annas a seer. But it was next to impossible to get these articles; 
one had to wait almost the whole morning for them. Has the Hoii’ble 
Minister made any arrangement to remove this great inconvenience of having 
to wait for Hiurs together in the morning? It is not simply a case of 
getting the articles. Then, there are the mofussil towns and villages. 

met, I have been living in my village home in Mahata in the 
Burdwan district, and the fotal prices there have become prohibitory. Coarse 
rice is being sold at three to four annas a seer, f/nl at annas a seer, 
sugar at twelve annas a seer and so on. A wage-earner who earns from 
six annas to eight annas a day, and that even not every day of the week, 
has nol enough to buy rice with even for his family, leaving alone other 
things. Clothing is out of the question. An ordinary piece of cloth, coarse 
clotli, 10 cubits is being .sold for rupees three, or more. Men and women 
both of the Chad class and wage-earners were almost in rags and every one 
of those who came to the liouse almost begged for a piece of old cloth. 
Then, Sir, here in Calcutta, since my return 1 find that with all the restric- 
tions on the traders and merchants for price control, the prices of food 
commodities are soaring high daily. Coarse rice is being sold from Rs. 8-8 
to Rs. 10-8 per inaund. Sugar is not available at all in the market. An 
oilman’s store like Baboor Ali’s in Sir Stuart Hogg Market has had no 
sugar for sale for over two weeks now. T have sent my servant to the 
markets for fourteen days hut he has eachMlay come back to say that sugar 
is not available in the market, (lur is being sold from eight to teu, annas 
a seer, which pe(»])le could buj^ before for o or (I pice a seer. 

The statement of the Hon'ble the Chief Minister on which the motion 
has l)een raised states that the nucleus of a Civil Supplies Directorate has 
been established and that he and his Ministers are in contact with other 
j)rovinces for restoration of the vsupply of tliose foodstuffs for which Bengal 
has always depended on them. This is all very well to hear in a speech and 
to lecord in pen and ink but when it comes to a whole province verging on 
the point qf starvation or being unable to cover their shame, something more 
tangible has to be done and some more swifter process has to be adopted. I 
should, therefore, urge the Hon’ble the Chief Minister through you, Sir, to 
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look into the actual food conditions now prevailing: ii^ Bengal and then to 
see that all their efforts to control prices and to get food commodities from 
other provindes moved into Bengal may not he oonffned within the 
walls of the Secretariat to adorn the tiles there hut that real benefit is reaped 
by the people of Bengal as a whole and particularly by the poorer classes and 
the wage-earners who are in great hardship. And before I take my seat I 
would like to make an appeal to the honourable members of this House. I 
feel sure that this motion has not been moved by the honourable Khan 
Bahadur Miiazzamuddin Hbsain in a spirit of mere (rritieism or party 
feeling, but purely from a humane feeling of bringing the actual 
distress of the people to ihe notice of the Government as experienced by 
him and by those of us who are here. I would, therefore, Sir, request the 
honourable members of this House irrespective of their party adherence to 
look at this motion in this light and help Government by practical suggestions 
to find ways and means to allay this distress as far as it can and as soon as 
it can, and remove the hardship of the people of the province. 


Khan Bahddur ATAUR RAHMAN: May T speak on the, motion nowP 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, the time is up. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: How long you will take, Khan 
Bahadur!^ Will you be able to finish in about five minutes?^ 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Yes; but it may be a little more. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Then 1 would request the Khan 
Bahadur to wait till tomoriow. 

The (hmncil stands adjourned till 2-15 p.ni. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. ou Friday, the 2nd October, 
1942. 


29 
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Members Abiint. 

The following members were absent from the meeting hfeld on the 1st 
October, 1942; — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddiri Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Kai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(o) Rai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(0) Mr. S. C. Ohakraverti. 

« 

(7) Khan Bahadur Rezzaqul Haider Chowdluiry. 

(8) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(9) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(10) Mr. K. K. Duila. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Alliadj Khwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(12) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(13) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ohaziul Huq. 

(IT)) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(10) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(17) Mr. W. B. (i, Laidlaw. 

(18) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(19) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(20) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Rahman. 

(21) Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

(22) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(23) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(24) Rai Sahib J. M. Sen. 

(25) Khan Bahadur M. Shanisuzzoha. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Second Session, 1S42— No. 9. 


Thp Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Friday, the 2nd October, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., being 
the ninth day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to section 62(2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Ciiowdhury) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Question which remained outstanding from the Third Session, 194L 

K 

Realisation of contribution to the War Fund in Faridpur. 

73. Mr. SACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL (on behalf of Khan 
Bahadur Abdul Hamid Ghowdhury): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state if it is a fact — 

(t) that while the economic distress is prevailing in the Sadar and the 
Goalundo subdivisions of the district of Faridpur, War -Fund 
contribution has been raised by the Settlement authorities from 
one and all of these subdivisions; and 

(ii) that compulsory contribution to flie War Fund is being enforced 
by the Settlement authorities from the people coAperned with 
disputes at each stage of the Settlement operations? 

(b) If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, will 4he 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what amount has been collected up to 
date by the Settlement authorities for the War Fund and what amount has 
actually been transmitted to the War Fund? 

MINISTER tn charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) (i) and {ii) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Discuesion on Chief Minister’s Statement. 

’k 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now take uii further 
discussion on the motion relating to the Chief Minister’s statement. 

30 
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Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARA^YAN 8INHA, of Nashipur: I 

felicitate the Government on their belated good sense in having convened 
a session of the House at such a critical juncture in the history of this 
province. The Government have their agents throughout the province 
from whom they can learn what is happening in the country, — ^I mean the 
recent untoward happenings. But those agents are purely official. There 
are very few non-official bodies who may bring to the notice of the Govern- 
ment their convenience and inconvenience. By convening this session, 
Government have given us an opportunity to hear what the representatives 
of the people have got to say about the general situation in the province. 

With regard to the motion which is before the House, I am glad to find 
that the Leader of^he Opposition has moved a motion whic.h is of a very 
important character and which affects the interests of the masses of this 
province. As a matter of fact, the Chief Minister himself has admitted the 
fact when be says, “I now turn to a subject wdiich is of an immediate 
personal interest to every individual — that of supply and prices of the 
necessities of, life.” As I have already said, I am very happy that the 
matter has been brought before us for discussion. But I cannot see eye to 
eye with the manner in which it has been moved by the I^eader of the 
Opposition. Acute economic crisis is a matter wdth which everybody, rich 
and poor alike, is interested. But I regret to find that the Opposition has 
brought this motion as a sort of censure towards the Chief Minister. It 
would have been better if the Opposition could bring this motion in a 
friendly spirit so that the mover’s principal object of ameliorating the 
distress of the people might be achieved. We are as much anxious as the 
Opposition to remove the present difficulties and to see normal life restored. 
It will not serve tlie purpose of the Opposition to raise this important matter 
from a party spirit. If they so desired, they could have raised a discussion 
on other subjects which were not difficult to pick and choose even from the 
statement of the Ilon’ble Chief Minister, for censuring Government. 

AVith regard to the question of economic crisis, it is admitted on all hands 
that we arc passing through unprecedented difficulties. There has been 
scarcity not only of the staple foodstuff's but of all necessaries of life. In the 
past we had bitter experiences of famine in Bengal when people died of 
starvation, and hundreds of cattle died for want of water. On those 
occasions wdien famine broke out as the result of heavy fioods or draught, 
people would experience scarcity of staple food-crop, namely, rice only. 
But at the })resent moment, people are experiencing famine of all commo- 
dities of daily life including salt, kerosene and matches even. So, the 
present situation is far more serious than what we had experienced in the 
past. AVe did not experience anything like this even during the last Great 
War. The reason is obvious. It is partly due to the practical stoppage of 
railway and other forms of transport service and partly to the unfortunate 
incidents that are taking place in the wake of the Congress movement. 
Sir, it is well-known to this House that the situation that has been created 
is due solely to the present war. We cannot blame the Government for 
that. We cannot expect the Government to have anticipated this awful 
situation. All that we can do is to criticise the Government if they have 
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riot taken steps in proper time for niiligatirij; tlie hardships of the people 
in the present abnormal conditions. I think the Government have acted 
to the best of their ability. We should nv)t be unduly severe on the 
Government for their acts of omission and coiiiruission, because the situation 
that has arisen is new also to them and as such they have no precedents to 
guide them. One must realise that in a war emergency there must be 
interruption in the normal activities of social life and also loss of the 
ordinary amenities to w’hich the people may have got accustomed. The rise 
in prices, the increase in the level of taxation, the stoppage of transport 
service, shortage of foodstuffs, affect all classes of people. If that be so, 
how can w^e blame the Government for all these hardships? 

But, at the same time, 1 must say that the policy they have 
adopted and the steps they have taken have not given satisfaction to a 
considerable section of the people of this province. There is no doubt 
, considerable scope for improvement and it should be our duty to make 
constructive suggestions, calculated to bring relief to the average people, 
instead of indulging in carping criticisms with the object of making 
a political capital out of the present difficult situation whi(ih has caused a 
good deal of embarrassment to the Government. Sir, in that light, I 
would like to say a few words by w^ay of offering some suggestions, and I 
hope tiovernment would take a note of them. 

First of all, w’ith regard to price-control. We cannot deny that the 
scheme of the Government as regards pri(‘e-(‘ontrol has been a failure, and 
that instead of giving real relief to the peo])le it has, on the other hand, 
caused a lot of Iiardsliij) to them. Paradoxical though it might sound, it 
is nevertheless true that the manner in wliich the policy of price-control has 
been sought to l>e enforced, has tended to raise the price of all foodstuffs. 
Those who were charged with the responsibility of administering price- 
control, T mean the price-control officers, liave not given due weight to the 
important implications of the law of .supply and demand and to the question 
of ensuring a steady supply of goods, commensurate witli the needs of the 
civil population. As a result, what has huppejied is that as soon as the 
Government took steps to control the price of a comraodiiy, the supply of 
that commodity went out of market and as a consequence the price also 
went out of control altogether. The supply available for the civil popula- 
tion had been largely leduced on account of heavy purchases made on 
behalf of the army and also on account of very large exports outside 
India. The policy pursued by Government drove the essential commodities 
underground, that is, to the “black market” and the prices rose far above 
the controlled price. There are also many men who are of opinion 
that some of the price-control officers have benefited at the cost of the 
ordinary people. Indeed, the control system is something that is very 
difficult to work out in practice. As a practical suggestion, I may say that 
this can be averted if Government purchase all essential commodities that 
are required for ordinary human consumption, I mean the essential commo- 
dities of life. One may say that the propositi jjn which I am suggesting is 
an unpractical one which Government would not want to accent, as it is 
supposed to involve a huge sum of money. But I may also say that no 
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huge fund will be required for the Government to purchase the articles. As 
they have sufficient credit in the market, the payments can be made by 
instalments after the sale of goods. No cash payments will be required 
for the purpose and Government will be at liberty to sell the articles either 
through agents or on commission. I do not ask the Government to sell at 
a loss, but they can sell at some profit. In this way, the price-control 
system can be utilised to benefit the people of the country. 

With regard to the tale of commodities the policy that has been adopted 
is this: in subdivisions and district headquarters some shops have been 
opened for sale of essential commodities at controlled prices. But the 
number of customers is so large that one has to wait for three, four, five 
or six hours daily. The policy underlying this step on the part of Govern- 
ment is that the commodities should be distributed among all people and no 
one should be allowed to hoard. But in practice we find that great 
inconvftiienc% is being experienced by the people. First of all, one has to 
wait for several hours daily for getting small quantities of his foodstuff 
and this involves considerable dislocation in his normal work. The number 
of customers at such shops is so great that it is impossible for any one to 
go to the shop unless he is strong and stout. Consequently, • there is 
no chanoe for ladies, children or invalids to get supplies from these shops, 
and in this way they are debarred from taking advantage of price-controlled 
goods. Then, again, here in Bengal an ordinary average family consists 
of a male earning member and a servant besides female folks and children. 
If the earning member goes to the shop, he will lose his earning; ladies 
cannot go to the shop and the servant also cannot go as he has other work 
to do. So, the present system is very disadvantageous. To my mind, if 
the coupon system is introduced, it will be of some advantage. Officers of 
Government may be employed to enumerate the number of members in a 
particular family and then he can report the matter to the special officer 
who is entrusted with supervision of price-control. (Here the honourable 
member reached the time-limit and was allowed a few minutes.) And in 
this way if he could issue coupons to every family mentioning therein the 
total quantity of foodstuffs it should get for each month, there will not be 
any difficulty. By this means, every family may get supply of essential 
foodstuffs with least inconvenience. 

With regard to another matter the Hon’ble Chief Minister has made a 
long survey, namely, the A.R.P. system. In that portion of his speech 
he has informed the House that elaborate arrangements have been made in 
the towns, in the cities and its suburbs; but nothing has been mentioned 
about A.li.P. arrangements in the mofussil, as if mofussil areas will not 
be affected by the bombing of the enemy. On the other hand, we had the 
bitter experience of Malaya, Burma and other places where mofussil towns 
were ruthlessly bombed. In reply to a question asked in the Central 
Assembly about the recent air-raids by the Japanese on places in India, the 
Seofftary of the Foreign Department replied that no town was bombed. 
Since he has admitted that' altogether seven places have been bombed in 
this province and Assam so far, evidently mofussil towns and rural areas 
adjoining those towns are the places where the bombs were dropped. From 
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this it appears that mofussil towns are more in need of A.R.P. precautions 
than hig cities and towns. So, it is desirable that some arrangements 
should be made to protect the mofussil towns from possible air-raids. The 
flon’ble Chief Minister in his statement said that *‘in addition to the 
strengthening and development of the A.R.P. organisation Government have 
arranged in recent months for the improvement in the warning system, and 
a large number of sirens have now been received and distributed in 
vulnerable area’\ But nothing has been done for# the mofussil towns. I 
know that sirens cannot be fitted in mofussil towns where there is no 
electricity. But there are mofussil towns where electricity is available 
nowadays and so sirens <^an be installed. Where there is no electricity, 
some arrangement should be made for giving the people air-raid signals. 
I would suggest that arrangements may be made to communicate the warn- 
ing by wire through the post offices. The Postmasier on receiving the 
alarm signal will blow the bugles and this would put the people o» guard 
as far as possible. In this way, casualties will be minimised. Sir, the 
lives of mofussil people are certainly as valujtble as those^ of their fellow- 
men who live in big cities. Sir, similarly nothing has been said about the 
arrangements of extra beds in the hospitals. I would request the Govern- 
ment tq see that beds are also arranged in the mofussil hospitals. 

I propose now to say a few words about the recent disturbances arising 
out of the Congress movement. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister in his 
statement has said that he did not like to give his views on the present 
Congress movement, but would hear from the members of the Council what 
they have got to say and then he wotild reply. Accordingly, it is desirable 
that the honourable members of this House should make some observations 
on this important question of the day. 

It is with considerable diffidence and not without a deep sense of 
responsibility that I propose to speak a few words on this subject. The 
political horizon is overcast with lowering clouds charged with lightning 
which threatens to strike and destroy democracy and civilisation. The 
situation has been made doubly dangerous by deplorable internal disturb- 
ances. “Let no one,” said Parnell, the great Irish leader, “put a limit to 
a people’s aspirations.” And after all, what are the people of this country 
aspiring after and what has been conceded by our rulers? There is no 
gainsaying the fact that every section of our people and every political 
organisation in this country has openly demonstrated its abhorrence of 
autocracy and its support for democracy. iSince the United Nations are 
fighting for the cause of democracy which is now in danger, we fail to 
understand why the British Government have not yet taken proper steps to 
harness the co-operation of the people of India in furtherance of the common 
cause of the United Nations? 

I feel constrained to say that British statesmen have bungled badly 
from the beginning. I, for one, would think that it would be more glq|ious 
for the British to crush the combination of thftse powers which^is out to 
quench the light of civilisation in a flood of blood with the willing help and 
co-operation of the people of this country. If Britain had solemnly and 
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unequivocally promised to concede to the demand of all sections of the 
Indian people for self-government on the basis of self-determination, and 
then asked for their help for the successful prosecution of the war, I am 
sure the response would have been spontaneous and tremendous. Sir, 
personally I disapprove of the attitude of the Congress and I fully support 
the steps taken up hy the Government of India to stop this lawless- 
ness in the country. But I cannot agree w’ith Mr. Churchill when he says 
that Congress is a non-entity. However much one may disagree with the 
principles and methods of the Congress, it is no use shutting one^s ej^es to 
the fact that the Congress, and Mahatma Gandhi in particular, has a 5 great 
hold on the masses of the country 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Today is the last day for 
the discussion of these motions and the honourable member has already 
exceeded his., time-limit. So, I would request him to finish his speech- 
soon. 

Raja Bahaifur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, Of Nashipur: 

Sir, I shall finish in a minute or two. 

Sir, t have some constructive suggestions to make. I think that 
even now an attempt should be made to establish a National Government 
with the help of the other political parties. These bodies should be left 
free to confer with the Congress leaders behind the prison bars. If this 
18 done, 1 am sure that a result, satisfactory to all parties concerned would 
be achieved. 

No timfe can and should be lost to conciliate Bengal, and I am sure if 
an earnest attempt is made, it would not be difficult to achieve the end 
we all have in view. I am glad to find that the Chief Minister has taken 
the lead in this matter and that he wants to go to Delhi for the purpose of 
solving this deadlock. In Bengal, a popular Ministry is functioning and 
(he executive should be placed in this matter under the Ministry which is 
primarily responsible for the maintenance of law and order in the province 
whose fair name we would not allow to be tarnished. Sir, when tens of 
thousands of our people are being thoughtlessly evacuated from their hearths 
and homes at the shortest possible - notice without any previous arrange- 
ment for their shifting or stay elsewhere, one can very well imagine what 
bitter feelings are engendered thereby; wlien means of livelihood eked out 
by hundreds of men by plying boats on the rivers is forcibly suspended, 
people affected thereby naturally get disappointed ; when people cannot get 
their clothing cheap, they feel naturally disgruntled ; when transport of 
supplies by which people in the countryside earn their livelihood get 
restricted, they feel helpless. I do not want to multiply instances, but all 
that I have stated has gone on in my province from month to month for 
nearly a year. The intensity of dissatisfaction reaches the highest pitch 
whe»jt necessities of life have to be procured with great difficulty or most 
dearly paid for. When the'* ordinary civil population cannot have free and 
easy access to the essential things of life, such as rice, cloth, salt, 
etc., they naturally begin to harbour feelings of deep resentment and 
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become desperate. This is the condition which is prevailing in our 
province at present. And this has led to the intensification of the Congress 
movement to a great extent. In order to check this movement, Govern- 
ment should pay special attention to these problems. Unless they are 
tackled, the movement cannot be crushed. With these words, I oppose the 
motion. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, our friend the Hon'ble the 
Leader of the Opposition has unfortunate!}^ selected a motion for discussion 
which b^Jars the unlucky number 13. 

Khan Bahadur MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: It did not lie wiih me to 
select this motion. 

• Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: If he liad selected No. 34, I think, 
he would have covered the whole field. As the previous speaker has said, 
we have got full sympathy with the spirit an4 the ideas underlying this 
motion, but not with the object which seems to have inspired the mover. 
We are disposed to think rather that the motion is designed to censure the 
Government. If that is not so, and if tlie desire for securing relief for 
the masses in the present economic situation has prompted the mover to 
bring up this motion, he has our full sympathy 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That is the only comment you 
can make. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Our friends on the Opposition think 
that this Ministry is responsible for the acute economic crisis which 
prevails in this province at present. I must say that that view is wrong. 
It is not these gentlemen of the present Ministry who are re«ponible for 
this state of affairs. The whole world is suffering from similar economic 
distress and the party really responsible for our present miseries are not Iho 
Government of India, or the Government of Bengal, but those who are 
responsible for this war. At a time like this, this sort of high price and 
dearness is unavoidable. The Opj) 08 ition might say lhat the Ministers have 
failed to mitigate the hardships experienced by the people in getting their 
daily necessaries of life at proper price. The prices which are ruling in the 
market are no doubt high and poor jwople cannot buy even their staple 
foodstuft's. So long as the exchange policy of India is linked up with the 
whole world, the prices are bound to be affected along with the rise of 
prices in other countries. At the same time, we cannot wholly support 
the Ministry. We will certainly defend them where it is possible, 
but we must say that they could have done something more in this matter. 
It is a well-known fact that Hitler began to take steps to grow" more food 
and stored up large quantities of foodstuffs some years before the war 
actually began. What have we done? We have taken up the campaign 
of ‘‘grow more food’’ very late in the day but that too is not beii/g run on 
proper lines. No food can be grown by sitting on comfortable chairs under 
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the electric fan. The campaign for growing more food cannot succeed by 
mere propaganda or by posters. The cultivators should be given actual 
help. Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury made some very useful suggestions 
yesterday and I need not dwell at length on that matter. We find that in 
furtherance of the recently-started ‘^grow more food campaign” Govern- 
ment are distributing some “improved” seeds. I have personal experience 
that these seeds did not even germinate at many places. These paddy seeds 
were purchased from the bazaar from the favourite contractors of the 
Government and then distributed among the cultivators on condition that 
these seeds should be returned with 25 per cent, excess. In many places it 
was not possible for the cultivators to comply with this condition. I hope 
the Hon’ble Minister concerned will investigate as to what kind of paddy 
seeds were supplied. But can distribution of seeds alone improve the lot 
of the poor agriculturists? In my part of the district, I have seen that 
during the last two years floods have taken place destroying the standing 
crops; but nothing has been done to improve the river system there. Most 
of the rivers ar^ dry or in ^ dying condition with the result that the areas 
are not flushed or drained but remain water-logged. Without improvement 
m the river system no amount of manure or good seed will be of any avail. 
I have tried myself some varieties of improved seeds which I obtained direct 
from the Government farm. But there was no rain in time nor irrigation 
was possible. So, the cultivators in that part of the district suffered. 
Unless these difficulties are attended to and unless some more capital is given 
to the cultivators for clearing out jungles — there are vast areas covered with 
jungles which can be made arable if proper steps are taken — the “grow 
more food” campaign will not succeed, although I, for one, believe that 
this propaganda, if carried on, on proper lines, might help the peasantry 
very much. Sir, the agricultural officers of Government live in two-storied 
bungalows; they seldom visit the interior of the villages or help the actual 
agriculturists. The demonstrators, too, on their part do not instruct the 
cultivators whether a certain class of seed is to be used for high lands or 
low lands. Then, again, there are no demonstration farms in every 
district. They are all located in the district headquarters; they should be 
spread out to the interior to help the cultivators. This is the way in which 
all possible help should be given to them for growing more food. If the 
cultivators get more crops, that will bring prosperity to the people of this 
country. 

There is another point, Sir, and that is about the river system. Unless 
the river system is changed our attempts to grow more food have very little 
chance of becoming fully successful. These things cannot be done in a day. 
Government should have some definite programme for improving the 
river system. Improvement of the river system would immediately lead to 
improvement of agriculture. So far about foodstuffs. But what about the 
supply of cloth? The people in the interior are almost naked. A pair of 
dhoti which was selling at Rs. 1-9 two years age is now selling at Rs. 4-10. 
You can ^well imagine the^ difficulties of the poor people who will have to 
pay for it. We have heard of standard cloth. Our Chief Minister has 
stated that the standard cloth will not be available before the Pujas. But 
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there is no knowing exactly when it is coming or whether it is coming at 
all; how many pairs of this cloth have been indented, what will be the 
price, whether it will be fit for all classes of people, or whether it is only 
for the poor people. All this information is wanted by us and we cannot 
be satisfied without replies to these questions. 

Coming now to the jute policy of Government, I may say that if the 
Government had not increased the area of cultivation under jute against the 
advice given by the representatives of the growers, I think it would have 
been quite possible that the jute cultivators would not be in such a sad 
predic^ent this year. Of course, it may be argued that Government could 
not possibly anticipate at that time that Japan would declare war and thus 
affect the jute trade so adversely. The other point which I would refer to 
is the policy about price-control. I find that control of price in respect of 
some commodities has done good but in the case of others it is helping only 
^e richer class. This has led to nothing but favouritism, as our friend 
the Raja Bahadur has said. It has almost become impossible (or the poorer 
classes, widows and other weak people to get foodstuffs from the controlled 
shops. I wonder why the control of the price of sugar has been withdrawn. 
There was, of course, a cry for the withdrawal of the sugar control, but 
I do not see how by withdrawing the control the situation has improved. 
We are not getting sugar at a cheaper price than before. In this holy 
month of Ramzan, the poor Muslims are not getting any sugar for prepar- 
ing a glass of sarhat. The price is too high. So I hope the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of Commerce will be kind enough to see that sugar is 
available to the poor Muslims in these days of Ramzan and earn their 
blessings. With these words, I resume my seat. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, in rising to speak 
on this motion I would at the outset like to congratulate my friend on the 
Opposition, Mr. Hainidul Huq Chowdhury, on the able speech which he 
made yesterday, even though it was marred here and there by expressions 
of opinion which were not in consonance with the general tone of his speech. 
In a sense his practice was better than his profession. For, he started by 
saying that as a member of the Opposition he had nothing but destructive 
criticism to offer to the present Cabinet; but when he actually came to 
discuss the issues before the House, we found that he had some very useful 
and practical suggestions to make. I have no doubt whatever that so far 
as his constructive suggestions are concerned, they will be examined by the 
Hon’ble Minister concerned and whatever 'there may be of value in his 
suggestions will be accepted. But at the same time, we cannot help remark- 
ing that the spirit in which he opened his remarks was not in conformity 
with the tradition of this House or the function of the Opposition in different 
Legislatures of the world. He started by saying that as a member of the 
Opposition it was not his business to give advice to the Ministry. He is 
wrong, for in every country of the world it is the business of the Opposition 
to offer constructive suggestions to the Government. To say that we have 
plans but we will not give out those plans, to say that we have solutions 
for certain very urgent problems with which the country is faced but will 
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ttot part with those solutions till we can get into power, is to my mind 
regrettable. It betokens not a good attitude of mind. I would respectfully 
submit to my honourable friends that such an attitude is not in consonance 
with the dignity of the members of this House. We have had the good 
fortune or misfortune, — whichever way you might look at it, — of being in 
Opposition for 5 years and, Sir, I venture to submit that throughout we have 
tried to offer constructive suggestions for whatever they were worth. 
Sometimes they were accepted, more often they were rejected. All the 
same, I think, Sir, it is the business of the Opposition, as a part of the 
constitutional machinery through whicih Government functions, to offer con- 
structive suggestions. Sir, the feeling which I have had in listening to 
the speeches from the other side has throughout been that the honourable 
members there are suffering from frustrated hopes and a feeling of distem- 
per. Well, Sir, this distemper has vitiated tJhe valuable speeches which 
would otherwise have been constructive contributions to the debate. Sir^ 
I suggested an amendment to this motion: “That this Council, in view of 
the economic deterioration olthe situation, in view of the crisis with which 
the country as a whole is faced, recommends to Government to explore every 
possible avenues for increasing the food-supply and supply of clothing in 
tJhe province and take every kind of step to meet the general economic 
situation. “ Well, Sir, I am sure if that amendment had been accepted by 
the Opposition, it would have been passed unanimously by this House. 
We all desire to place at the disposal of the Hon’ble Ministers suggestions 
for solving the problems with which we find ourselves faced. So I would 
ask the Opposition to give up this attitude of refusing constructive sugges- 
tions even when they have any. The logic of circumstances in whicih we 
find ourselves today compels us to offer whatever suggestions we can concoct. 
I think on this point there should not be any difference of opinion in this 
House. 

In view of the general nature of the debate which has taken place and 
in view of the general issues which have been raised in this motion, 
practically everything under the heaven has been brought under discussion. 
We are discussing the economic deterioration of the province. This has 
its effect on every aspect of life within the country. It was pertinent for 
Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan to bring in the question of 
Indo-British relations yesterday during the course of this speech. But, Sir, 

I thought that my honourable friend Sir Bijoy, one of the most veteran 
parliamentarians in the House with probably a longer experience of the 
Legislature than any other member here, would confine himself strictly to 
the specific issue with which this motion is concerned. Instead of 
that he also took advantage of the vagueness in the framing of the 
motion and wandered all over the field and raised questions about the 
black-out arrangements and A. R. P. organisation, collective fines and many 
otlher questions which are not strictly pertinent to the motion which 
IS before the House, nam^^ly, the economic crisis in the country. I 
admit thaV a clever parliamentarian like him may make things pertinent 
which are not pertinent; but at the same time I may humbly suggest to 
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him that it would perhaps have been better for him with his vast adminis- 
trative and parliamentary experience as an administrator and legislator, 
to offer some constructive suggestions to the Government while discussing 
this particular motion. He might have told us how to deal with the 
economic crisis with which the province of Bengal as a whole is faced today. 
I should have thought that this motion affects him also. For after all, he 
cannot quite absolve himself from the responsibility of the situation in 
which we find ourselves today. Even a few months ago, he was one of 
those who had an important share in the framing of policies in this province, 
and, Sir, it will not do for him to say that as soon as the present Ministry 
came to power the old dispensation changed, that everything was good till 
the 7th of December and everything became bad after tlie 11th of Decem- 
ber, 1941. It is true that tlhe 7th of Deceml^r was an important date — 7th 
of December was an important date not only here because the old Ministry 
disappeared on that date, but it is also important in the international 
sphere. On that date, there emerged in the international sphere a force 
which has since disturbed the whole world and the consequences of which 
we are feeling even today. I should have thought that a parliamentarian 
and administrator like Sir Bijoy w^ould have offered this House some 
constructive suggestions, but instead of that most of his time — if not all 
his time, w^as taken up in mere diatril)es, in mere criticisms, in mere fault- 
finding, a good deal of which cannot he attributed to the present Govern- 
ment. I am myself tempted to digress, and if I were to follow in the foot- 
steps of Sir Bijoy Prasad and my friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, I 
would have meandered into discussion of the political situation and taking 
a leaf out of their book 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY! Sir, Mr. Kabir who was 
preaching against digression, himself declares that he is digressing. Gthers 
incidentally digressed but he declares that he is digressing. When he admits 
digression, is it to be permitted ? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: It IS not a point of order. In any case, 
though I am tempted to follow in the foot8te])s of my honourable friends, 
still the sense of duty — the fact that you have ruled otherwise, will keep 
me to the specific motion before the House. 

Well Sir, the Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition is one whose speeches 
I have in the past admired — who has always brought a good deal of know- 
ledge and study and labour to the discussion of any subject which has come 
before the House, even though it is my misfortune that we have always been 
opposed to each other. When I was in the Opposition he was a sui)porter 
of Government and yet very often in his speech he expressed his sympathy 
with my point of view. But through change of circumstances when we are 
today supporters of the Government, we find my honourable friend, the 
Khan Bahadur on the other side. It seems fat^l that in spite of a good 
deal of agreement, we must always remain opposed to each other. It 
seems that in the motion which he has moved, that attitude, that spirit of 
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mere opposition which I have commented on and regretted in the speech of 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhnry has affected him as well. There is no doubt 
that the Opposition has a right to criticise. There is no doubt that it is the 
function of the Opposition to point out the mistakes of Government, if any. 
At the same time, the Opposition owe an obligation to the country and to 
the Legislature to put forward the constructive suggestions they have to 
offer; and from that point of view, I submit, Sir, in playing the skin game 
of politics, the Opposition has today exceeded the bounds which are general- 
ly set to such discussion. Even where there were constructive suggestions 
in their speeches, they were used in a spirit of — shall I use the teVm can- 
tankerousness — or if it is not permilted, a spirit of negative and destructive 
criticism which did not recognise the great difficulties in which the present 
Government is placed. They did not give value to whatever little attempts 
Government have made in order to overcome these difficulties. 


Sir, what is the situation in Bengal today ? That there is great economic 
distress nobody can deny. When we find a situation in which rice sells at 
Rs. 8 per maund even under controlled price, when we find a situation in which 
in the mofussil jute sells at three or four rupees a maund, there is no single 
citizen in Bengal who will not regret the economic disaster which is facing 
the province. There is no single member either on the Government side or 
on the Opposition who will not attempt to find out whatever solution he can 
for the solution of this impasse. At such a time, I should have thought that 
one would give up one’s party affiliations, or if not one’s party affiliations, 
at any rate one should give up the idea of placing the interests of his own 
party before the interests of the country. In times of crisis even great 
differences on political questions have to be overcome and all the resources, 
all the talent^ that may be available to the country should be pooled together 
in order to pull the country out of the morass into which it has been thrown 
by the play of forces over which neither the Government of Bengal nor 
even the Government of India have any control. I should have thought 
that this is not the time when party politics should be exaggerated. I must 
regretfully state that important members of the Opposition have even at 
this most momentous crisis, — ^when Bengal is threatened in a way in which 
in the course of her long history she has never been threatened, — taken to 
the skin game of ine^^e party politics. This is my regret, Sir. The Opposi- 
tion has the right to criticise the Government, they have the right to attack 
the Ministry but there are occasions when that right cannot be exercised 
and should not be exercised, but that right should be kept in abeyance and 
the supreme interests of the country and of the nation kept in the forefront 
in order to enable all the resources of the country, all the ability of the 
country, to be pooled together in order to save the country from disaster 
and destruction. Sir, from this point of view, I cannot but say that the 
Opposition has failed and they have no^ yet made — with the single excep- 
tion of Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury — any constructive suggestions, which 
the Government and the Legislature have a right to demand from the 
members of the Opposition, Sir, may I know how much time I may expect 
to finish my speech? 
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deputy presidents You may go on but please conclude 

early. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIRs All right, Sir. As I said at the very 
outset, it is our business to try to devise means to pool our resourse* 
together. Sir, I had certain constructive suggestions to make but I am 
much constrained for want of time. Therefore, I shall be very brief since 
the blue light is on and at this blile hour of the debate when moments are 
fleeting fast I would briefly state my points. 

Sir, the question of price-control lias been raised. There is no doubt 
whatsoever that the price-control, as exercised, has not proved satisfactory 
and it must be overhauled. Certainly there have been factors in the shape 
of the ‘‘deniar’ policy of the Government of India that has in part been 
responsible for upsetting the general economic life of the province and I 
think this much can be said on behalf of the Ministers, that they have 
sought, they have tried their best to see that those things are only 
’‘denied^’ but not scorched. So far as I know, of course as outsiders 
we do not know what exactly happens in the Government and what exactly 
goes on between the Government of India and the Government of Bengal, 
but frona what we read in the papers in March or April last, there was a 
suggestion that the Government of India was thinking of applying the 
‘‘scorched earth” policy to Bengal. It did not relate to foodstuffs alone but 
to all the economic wealth in areas which might be accessible to the enemy. 
We do not know. Sir, what went on behind the scenes, but we do know 
that there was no scorched-earth policy for Bengal, but only denial. 

(At this stage the honourable member reached the time-limit and 

resumed his seat.) 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: Sir, 
let me first express my regret to the honourable Leader of the Opposition 
on account of my absence when he moved his motion. I could not hear 
the wise words that fell from him. Before I proceed to the main subject 
of this motion, I would, with your permission, like to answer very briefly the 
charges that have been levelled against me by the honourable members of 
the Opposition. Let me first take what has fallen from my friend 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. I do realise that my honourable friend who 
is a leading advocate of the Calcutta High Court has no personal opinion 
of his own, the reason being that an advocate’s only business is to plead his 
case who pays him more. If today the defendant has to get an advocate 
to plead his case, he has only to pay him and the advocate would plead his 
case. Again, Sir, in the same way the plaintiff’s case also would be 
pleaded by the same advocate if he is paid. So, it may be seen that the 
same advocate can plead both for the defendant and plaintiff, according as 
it suits his purpose. I do hold therefore that t^ig opinion of an advocate 
is not within the purview of the members of the House. I subinit, Sir, 
that those opinions are . 
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Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: On a point of order, Sir.* Is 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury an advocate in this House or a member? 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Yes, Sir, I am an advocate 
here to advocate the cause of my constituency. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. Yes, Nawab 
Bahadur, you go on. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: Now, 
Sir, this reminds me of the remark of an honourable member of this House 
the other day when he said he heard the roaring of the lion in the House- 
roaring of the lion of the House of Elders— I would rather say it was the 
howling of a prowling hyena — howling in the wilderness. 

Then, Sir, turning to the speech of my friend Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Chowdhury it may be noticed that it was full of tirade against the present 
Government. It seems that my honourable friend wants to foist all the 
blame of the destruction of human lives and properties starting from 
Chungking to Stalingrad and Australia to the Aleutian Islands, on the 
shoulder of the present Government. I am very sorry he has forgotten that 
since the starting of the present Government there has been transport 
difficulties owing to military movements, and the present Government are 
working under great handicap. In the course of his speech he remarked 
that the Agriculture and Industries Department ought to have been placed 
in charge of the best man in the present Government. May I ask him who 
was in charge of this very Agriculture Department before and who has been 
in charge of this department for the last two and half years, since the war 
has started? May I ask my honourable friend under whose charge was the 
Commerce Department placed for the last two and half years since the war 
siarted? It is no doubt true that the present Government has not been 
manipulating the Fatka market. (Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury: You 
will hear more of it.) Well, Sir, I have heard what he has said and now 
let him hear what I have got to say. (Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury: 
VYe shall give you details, figures to show and strengthen our case.) When 
the details will come, we shall be able to refute those charges. Now, Sir, 
the ex-Leader of this august House has criticised our activities as an ex- 
lieader of this august Council, I naturally expected to hear certain 
constructive suggestions from him. But I have heard only criticisms. 
Suggestions which would have been helpful in our present very difficult 
task have not been made. Instead of that, J was surprised to hear him 
complaining that this has not been done or that has not been done. Sir, 
we have accepted office. ^ We, as Ministers of the Crown, are here to see 
that lair and order is maintained. There is no denying the fact that when 
we have taken the responsibility of maintaining law and order, it is our 
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duty to see that sabotage and such other insane acts of the people are 
stopped by employing all the forces that are at th(' disposal of Government. 
But at the same time let me tell Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy, tho'ex-Leader 
of the House, that we as representatives of me people should also see that 
no excesses are committed. That is also a part of our duty. As Responsible 
Ministers and not as irresponsible Ministers who were in the 


Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on a point of information. 
May 4 know who permitted the machine-gunning of th^ people in the 
Krishnagar area? Was this Government responsible for that? Was that 
done with the acquiescence of the present Government? 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I, Sir, also rise on a point 
of information? Sir, public rape of women by gangs of soldiers were 
committed upon 80 women in Noakhali. May I know what steps have the 
present Government taken to punish those miscreants. Two women were 
murdered in the course of the rape. 


Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, let me have my answer. Was 
that machine-gunning done with the acquiescence, with the concurrence 
and knowledge of this present Ministry? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; That 
answer can be readily got from the Chief Minister. 


Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: You have taken on your slioulder 
the responsibility of answering my questions. You should supply this 
information. I challenge you. 


The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, may I know what is 
all this heat due to. Is an honourable member entitled to address any 
other honourable member of this House in that haughty and indignant 
fashion in which Sir JBijoy has done? He has brought some charges which 
are almost atrocious Untruths. 


Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I repeat that k kas been ^ 
given out by the Deputy Commandet-in-Chief in the Council of State that 
there had been machine-gmnning on certain people — r- 


Thc Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJfeE: Sir, lft)w is this 
relevant to the present motion? 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: When the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur gave 
way, I thought he yielded to the demand of Sir Bijoy Prasad for certain 
infonnat^. 

Vhe Hon’ble Nawab Khwa)a HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Dacca: Sir, 
I did not know that Sir Bijoy would raise such things. Had I known this, 
I would not have given way. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Better avoid answering that. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: Well, 
Sir, it is no question of avoiding. However, Sir, as I was saying as 
responsible Ministers it is our duty to see that law and order is maintained. 
At the same time, it is our duty to see that excesses are not committed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAN^OSH KUMAR BASU: Dishonest opposition is 
not wanted. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the expression used by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu in order, Sir? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. I do condemn opposition 
which is dishonest. 


Mr. HAMIllUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, there will be simply abuses 
from both sides. It is not his monopoly 


Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. I would appeal to the 
honourable members to allow the proceedings of the House to continue 
peacefully. 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: What is your ruling on the point 
of order raised by Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury P the Hon’ble Minister 
entitled to use the expression “dishonest”? 


Mr.^D|^UTY PREBIDENT: •Tt^ word is not parliamentary.* - 


Sir BUOY PRAiAB SINGH RO^j WiU he withdraw? 

Th« NMi'Jil. Mii SANIiOSH iMI|NAR BASUl II you ask dDB, Sir, I 
will withdraw. 
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The Hen’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Daoca: I shall 
now try to give details of the steps taken by the Government an regard to 
tood-supply. Sir, it is not part of my case to. try and make pi^V ihat the 
position as regards supplies of everyday commodities and pri«c|^ m satis- 
factory. Obviously it is not. I for one do not see how we can expect ft to 
be satisfactory at a time like the present. Our neighbouring country of 
Burma has been invaded and pccupied by tlie enemy ; our own province of 
Bengal has been the recipient ^ hundreds and thousands of refugees; it is 
the scene of active military piH?parations for defence and the virtual arsenal 
of democracy in this part of the world, working at higli pressure under the 
threat of a land attack. Wliat concerns me and wliat will interest the 
House is wdiether w^e the (Government could have done any thing more than 
what w’e have done to meet the situation and wdiat we are proposing to do 
about it in the future. 


Let me remind the House first of all of one thing. The situation of 
which w^e are at present complaining is of rapW and recent development. 
The shortages of commodities and the high prices that liave resulted have 
all occurred in the last d or 4 months or less* Even if we could have 
foreseen this sudden development, three or four months would have been 
all too short a time in which to build up the pow^erful and complex organi- 
sation w^hich w'ill be essential to tackle these baffling problems. The orga- 
nisation that we had for price control was a small one and its resources had 
never been severely taxed. During these 3 or 4 months this small organisa- 
tion w'as called upon to improvise methods of dealing with an unprecedented 
situation and it is not to be wondered at if, confronted wdth so vast a 

problem, the organisation itself broke dow'n under the striin. 

I 

Let me say one other thing. We hear from time to time suggestion 
that what is needed is drastic action. We are sometimes reminded of the 
action taken in Calcutta by the Bengal Government at the beginning of 
the war which had so salutary an effect on profiteering. I was a member 
of that Government and know all aboxit that action. It was right and 
successful, but that does not mean that the same action would have the 
same effect now; the conditions are totally different. The profiteering in 
September, 1939, w’as a mixture of temporary panic and sheer wickedness. 
But except in the case of a few imported commodities there was no shortage 
of supply and no dirfculty of transport, A sharp lesson was enough to 
bring tb« profiteers to their senses ^d by the time they had recovered from 
the shock, it was perfectly obvious to everyone that all the m^n com- 
modities were so plentiful that there ublifd he no fear of profiteering;^. The' 
situatioBi today is different^, In soit^ commoditieS| such as kerosene oil, 
there is a very tetl shortaggK In such is sufi^ there is no shortage 

at all in J^ndia as a whole, but therf ika been a great shortage of transport, 
which ha.^ made supply of sugar verj^ much viorsf. In the case of rice 
I very mich doubt |vhether the shollage is nearly a^bad as sofhe people 
would make out, or whether takin|^ Bengal as a whole there is a real 
31 
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8)y>rtage at all. But there ie no doubt that one thing has oombined irith 
another to create a very real impression of shortage and you cannot remove 
that impirassion simply by taking what is called drastic action against 
individual Sealers. If you frighten the dealers too much you may only 
increase tlfiie impression of scarcity. 

Take again the case of salt. Every one knows that a few months back 
shipping in the Bay of Bengal was subjected tb unusual risks and some ships 
were actually lost. Of course there was a shortage of salt for a time and 
of course the price had to be raised: Was it to be expected that salt 
merchants and shippers would bring salt all the way round the coast of 
India in times of danger and sell it for the same price as they could in 
times of peace? There is no scarcity of salt now and the prices are not 
unreasonable. Not only are two months’ supplies in stocks but new supplies 
are arriving satisfactorily for the present. This is not because we have 
taken drastic action against salt dealers but because, with the help of the 
Government of India, we have made special arrangements to import salt. 

We shall do our best to increase imports of other things that are 
short; but these arrangements take time and while they are being put into 
force there are bound to be times of shortage and high prices. 

I will not deny that there has been profiteering and there still is. But 
I do say it is not merely a question of profiteering and that no mere man- 
hunting for the profiteer will solve our difficulty. 


I have not yet answered the question — what are we going to do. The 
first thing we have to do is to create an organisation big enough to study 
and tackle these problems. We have begun to do that. The details of 
our organisation will have to be worked out as we gain experience but the 
general plan is as follows; The Provincial Directorate of Supplies will 
work directly under the Minister but its office is located outside the 
Secretariat, at the corner of the Hare Street and Church Lane. In the 
same building is the office of the Controller of Civil Supplies for Calcutta 
who deals with all local matters relating to the Calcutta area. 

Each district and subdivision will also be given special staff for this 
work so that mufassil work can ba fully organised and co-ordinated under 
the depjjrtment with the help of District Magistrates. One of the most 
important jobs will be the quick, and accurate collection, analysis and 
publication of information aboiit thi actual state of supplies and prices in 
different parts of the province, and a great de^ of very skilled and compli- 
cated statistical work will l(ave to done in^rder thatr those responsible 
may be given full and punctual infonftation of the right kind. Then there 
will be t^ie task of keying (furselvete informed about supplies and transport 
from other parts of India and helping, so far as n^essary and possible, 
to keep supplies flowing in. Another task, and one which will perhaps 
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be tbe most difficult task of all, will be to work out methods in consulti^ 
tion with the various trades, to ensure, if possible, that supplies are duly 
put on the market and fairly distributed by . the trade itself. For this 
purpose close co-operation with small but induential trade committees will 
be essential; the ideal arrangement would be for efficient schemel of 
rational and honest distribution to be agreed upon between the trade and 
the Directorate of Supplies: the Directorate would then be in a position to 
use its powers in such a manner as to secure the enforcements of such 
schemes. The working out and enforcement of such schemes is not going 
to be an easy job nor a quick one — Init if by these means the Provincial 
Directorate can eventually ensure a reasonable distribution of goods to 
Calcutta and to the difierent areas in the province, half the battle will have 
been won : it would then be easier for those in charge of particular areas to 
deal with pn)per distribution within their own localities: at this point they 
might derive the greatest possible assistance from well constituted local 
committees or councils on which both consumers and businessmen of the 
locality were represented. I can only indicate in broad lines the develop- 
ments of w^hich we are thinking. Progress must depend on experience. 
How big our own organisation will have to be is more than I can tell you 
today. Jf trade co-operates, our organisation may turn out to be 
comparatively small, and when 1 say comparatively small I am thinking 
of loO to 200 officers and inspectors over the whole province and a consider- 
able clerical staff to assist them. Tf however some trades do not co-operate 
we shall have to take more and more on our own shoulders; and our orga- 
nisation will be proportionately larger and more complex. Needless to 
say we are going to try the methods of co-operation first. The exact 
methods to be adopted for the control of the main foodgrains will depend 
to a considerable extent upon the All-India policy now under consideration 
of the Government of India. But I ean say at once that the licensing of 
all wholesale dealers is an essential part of this policy, and we mean to 
push this project through before the winter crop comes into the market. 

Now let me deal in particular wdth certain other commodities; — 

Wheat: We depend entirely for our supplies of wheat upon the 
Government- of India. I can only say that we have lost no opjmrtunity of 
impressing upon them the very great importance of maintaining adequate 
flupplies to this front-line province and its all important industrial areas. 


Sugar: As I have said before, ttie main cause of scarcity of sugar is 
shortage of transport and the House knows whose fault it is that transport 
from our principal sugar factjiries in North Bihar has been so dislocated of, 
late. At the sam^, time we must frankly admii that many‘ of those who 
trade in sugar, at any rate^ in Calcutta, have taken the most shameful 
advantage of the shortage. It was to defeat sjjch gentry that the depart- 
ment attempted to enforce a rigid contafpl of sugar distribution ; but, as we 
have already admitted, the organisation necessary to undertake such a 
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control did not exist and could not be brought into existence at such short 
notice. We decided therefore that we must abandon that kind of control 
and work out a better system. It was at this point that the recent 
disturbances intervened to aggravate the position. Well, we have got 
to #ork on the question of transport and we hope before long to get sugar 
moving again. We got a certain quantity, though small in comparison to 
Bengal’s monthly need allotted to us by the Sugar Controller from new 
sources ol supply : we must confess that it has been slow in coming and 
we are doing all we can to spread it up. Sugar from other sources may 
have to come by new routes and new methods of transport although some 
of them may be more expensive. But we will get it moving as far as we 
can and if the trade is prepared to co-operate we shall ask their assistance 
in getting it distributed equitably and at a reasonable price. Meantime 
as an interim measure the Directorate of Civil Supplies has decided to take 
control of 25 per cent, of all sugar coming into Calcutta: this will be distii- 
buted through approved shops on a published list. None will go to 
favoured individuals. * 

Kerosene oil: There has been a cut all over India of 50 per cent, in 
the sale of kerosene oil. ’ Some consumers however, for example. Govern- 
ment Treasuries and public bodies cannot reduce their demands by as much 
as 50 per cent. That means that the ordinary consumer will get less than 
60 per cent, and will have to make the best of it. Here again, our efforts 
will be directed to securing reasonable and wide disiribution with the 
co-operation of the trade. A scheme is now being worked out after dis- 
cussion with the oil companies, to get better control of distribution and 
we hope it will produce an improvement in fair distribution at proper prices. 
It is a scheme that will give the established trade a square deal as long as 
he trades honestly, but, if properly ^^rorked, will force him out of business 
if he tries tricks. 

Mustord oil and dal: Both these are imported commodities and we 
are well aware that for some time it has not been possible to obtain them 
at the control prices. We did not at first alter the control price because 
we did not wish to do so during a period of temporary dislocation, but we 
did relax control and I am glad to say that supplies are now coming and 
prices are lower than they were. 

Cloth : We had hoped to get a large quantity at cost price standard 
cloth before the Pujas and I much regret that our hopes .have been much 
disappbinted 

Khan Bah«dur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDQIN H08A1N: May I know 
what is the quantity and at what price they will be available? 

Tha'Hon’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Dacca: Wait, 
let me hnish my speech. We were surprised to fiuS that our estimated 
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requirements would absorb something like 90 per cent, of the total produc- 
tion of this particular cloth. We shall press for the earliest possible delivery 
as soon as initial difficulties can be removed- 

I would like now to make clear our position as regards obtaining supplies 
for particular consumers or groups of consumers. I must emphasise 4hat 
Government cannot permit the Directorate of Supplies to assume res- 
ponsibility for supplying things to individuals. When the supply of an 
article is prohibited except under permit then of Course an indifidual can 
usefully approach the Controller of (’ivil Supplies for a permit to obtain 
that particular article. But that is a totally different thing from obtaining 
foodstuffs or other articles for every day use which the shopkeepers are 
perfectly free to sell. For things of that kind tlie public must look to the 
shops. We know that often there is difficulty in buying things at the sliop 
at controlled prices. When that is so it is always due to shortage of supply 
and that is why our problem is to attempt to regulate supplies all over the 
trade and not to hand out little bits of this or that to any individual. It 
may be there are cases in which we may make of fry to make special 
arrangements for essential supply to a whole class of persons, e.g., industrial 
labour or to labour engaged on essential services or to the poorer classes 
of Calcutta by the opening of sale of rice through approved shops. But 
such arrangements dfan only be made for large classes of persons as a whole 
and not for numerous small groups or particular individual needs. We 
have, as the House is aware, arranged for the supi)ly in Calcutta of rice 
at controlled prices from a considerable number of sbo]>s — fifty to begin 
with and this number has been increased. We have also arranged to assist 
the Calcutta Corporation in supply of rice to certain of its essential labour 
so long as we are in a position to offer them rice on terms more favourable 
than the market can provide it. There have been from time to time sug- 
gestions that undue preference was ^eing shown to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce. Let me therefore say what the facts are. Th firms asso- 
ciated with the Bengal Chamber emploj'^ nearly half a million of the 
labourers in the industrial area in Calcutta. Many of these firms had long 
ago set up cost price shops and were supplying food to their labour when 
the present difficulties began. The Chamber then decided to set up its 
own purchasing organisation in order to obtain supplies for its members 
and at that stage approached Government for help. The only actual 
supplies that we promised to this organisation were ihe loan of very small 
quantities of mustard oil, atta and dal on strict conditions of replacement 
and the sale at reasonable rates of a quantity of rice in the possession of 
Government. That quantity would, at the maximum, have allowed four 
seers per week for each labourer and his family : the supply was to be for 
one month only and even that quantity was not guaranteed to the Chamber. 
It was made clear to them that this could only be regarded as an emergency 
measure and that they must look to the ordinary sources o^’^supply to meet 
their requirements. I acknowledge with appreciation that they have ful- 
filled their part of the bargain handsomely; Th.'y h$ve bought rice for 
themselves in the market despite the difficulties and have drawn upon 
our supplies to the extent of less than half of the maximum amount that we 
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had promiBed. Let me emphasiee also that the same facilities have been 
offered to the Indian and Bengal National Chambers of Commerce provided 
that a scheme can be drawn up to apply to industrial labour under similar 
conditions. 

It would however be impossible foif* Government to attempt to provide 
supplies, even if they held them, for a large number of small groups of 
consumers. The task of determining the priority of their respective claims 
is one which nobody could undertake to discharge at short notice, and our 
policy must be directed to creating the conditions under which supplies 
can get into the market and under which a small or temporary shortage will 
not necessarily lead to hoarding or to panic increases in the price level. 

To fulfil that policy we shall use our best endeavours and spare no 
effort. We shall work in the closest accord with the Central Government, 
who in many respects may prove to be the only authority capable of takii\g 
effective action. But in a province which stands on the edge of battle 
field and in the midi|< of war which is revolutionising the economy of the 
whole world we cannot promise that we will maintain the price of every 
main commodity at a stated level or that we can remove all causes of 
hardship and dissatisfaction. We will do our best and in so doing we 
are entitled to ask for the help and the forbearance of |his House* and the 
public. 

As my honourable colleague the Finance Minister has already stated in 
another place, we have committed ourselves to a certain export of rice 
to Ceylon and other places for war effort. But I would repeat that even 
if we send out the whole of the rice that has been asked for before the 
next crop, that will be two days’ consumption for Bengal. I assure 
honourable members that there is no cause for alarm. 

Now, §ir, in regard to the steps #hich we have taken for increasing the 
food-supply of the province 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: May I know how long the Hon’ble 
Minister will take to finish his speech? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Dacca; I 

shall finish only in a few minutes. 

Now, Sir, as soon as it could be seen that the fall of Burma was probable, 
the necessity for safeguarding food supplies in the country assumed a 
position of commanding importaace, partly because the important sources 
of supply would be cut off and i)artly because the approach of the war so 
near to Bengal was sure to throw an increasing strain on transport facilities, 
.government took immediate steps to ensure all possible means of increasing 
food supplies ^Wthin the province, and to enlist the support of all sections 
of the people. A mixed committee for food production consisting of both 
officials and non-officials ^.vas at once established in order to ensure that 
Governm*ent had the advantage of the best available advice; and a compre- 
hensive scheme of propaganda was put into effect, j 



CHIEF MINISTEE’S STATEMENT. 


1 » 42 .] 


120 


The directions in which the province felt short of being sufficient of 
food supplies were pointed out, and the urgency of the need to increase food 
production in every way was strongly emphasised. Not only should unculti- 
vated lands, if possible, be under cultivation, but it is important to use 
the best seed available, to cultiva^ as intensively as possible and in parti- 
cular to utilise all available local resources for increasing the supply of 
manure. The propaganda was started by a joint appeal issued by Hon^ble 
Chief Minister and myself supplemented by covering appeals to members 
of the Legislature, to leading landlords, to the chairmen of local bodies 
and 9 ther persons of influence. Posters and leaflets were distributed to 
every village; plates, and pamphlets hoarding on stfitions and kiosks in 
market places, the cinema, radio and gramophone were all used to help. 
The response from the public was excellent. Many landlords issued their 
own appeals, and some official jirizes for the best results. Officers of all 
, Government departments including the distri(‘t staff and the officers of 
the Jute Regulation Department as well as those of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment itself were directed to co-operate. There se^s no doubt that the 
urgency of the need was fully brought home to every part of the province 
as well as the method which could be usefully employed in the summer 
season. Further propaganda for the encouragement of rahi crop is now 
being commenced. ^ 

The cost of the initial propaganda was roughly Rs. 25,000 and that of 
the rahi season propaganda has been estimated at Rs. 24,000. 

It should perhaps be noted that this propaganda is specially important, 
because of the improbability of Bengal being able to have in the current 
year the same acreage under paddy, the main crop, as there was last year. 
For one thing last year the monsoon was exceptionally favourable and there 
was bumper crop in almost all districts. There are large areas especially 
in Western Bengal which only grow paddy in the years of exceptionally 
favourable rainfall. Although this year is not exceptionally unfavourable, 
it must be admitted already that the season has not been so favourable as 
last year. Furthermore, there have been special difficulties due to the 
military situation. Certain areas, fortunately not very large, had to be 
made over altogether for the use of the military, and a broad belt about 
50 miles wide along with sea-coast has been affected by the policy of 
denying transport to a possible invasion by the enemy. Though the ordinary 
activities of the people of those parts have necjessarily been sadly hampered, 
it is believed that ordinary cultivation has been carried on; but in view 
of the difficulty that might at any time arise in removing any surplus from 
that area it has been thought wise not to extend the “Grow More Food** 
propaganda to those parts. 

In Bengal the pressure of the population on the land is already^ ao 
severe that even in normal times there is very little land available for culti- 
vation that is not already cultivated. It is necessary therefore in the 
main to concentrate on methods of increasing^ the yield from land already 
under cultivation. Of these one of the most important methods is that of 
using the best seed^ In regard to paddy a number of improved varieties 
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has been found by the Agricultural Department which give a material 
increase in yield of other varieties in suitable areas. With a view to making 
sure that as much as possible of the improved varieties was used as seed 
rather than as food, Government sanctioned an expenditure of roughly 
Rs. 16,50,000 for the purchase of padd^' seed and for its resale to the culti- 
vator on a sowai system, that is to say, that for every seer of seed he receives 
he should give seers at the time of harvest. As it was not possible to 
commence the work until the harvest had been completed, the greater part 
of seed had already been disburbed, and actually 1,98,000 maunds of 
improved seed were distributed at a total cost of Rs. 9,25,000. Government 
have similarly sanctioned Rs. 1,50,000 for the purchase and redistribution 
of rahi seed. Up to date 4,220 maunds of mustard, 4,417 maunds of gram 
and 4,414 maunds of lentils have been purchased at a total cost of Rs. 85,000; 
but owing not only to normal demand but to the possibility of the extension 
of double cropping it is thought likely that the whole amount sanctioned* 
will be fully utilised and probably a further amount will be required. 

Special attention has also been paid to the providing of facilities for 
•obtaining seeds of English vegetables and of potatoes since. For the most 
part this province has always relied on imporls for its supply of these 
seeds. In regard to English vegetable seeds a large part of the 'supply 
used to come from England, but export from there was "entirely prohibited. 
By the efforts of this Government small supplies have been obtained from 
England, from the United States of America and from South Africa; and 
other supplies are being obtained from other parts of India. Rupees 4,65,000 
has been already spent in regard to potato seeds. We are also trying to 
increase the supply of fish. 

I have given above in as brief a time as j) 08 sible the steps that have 
been taken by Government. I am free to admit that we have not been 
able to tackle this problem completely and if we had been able to do so^ 
we would not have started a new department. I shall take into considera- 
tion all that has been said on the floor on this subject by honourable members 
on both sides of the House when considering the future both of the price 
control and of cultivators. Under these circumstances I hope that the 
Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition’s motion will not be pressed to a 
vote. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, first of all I would like to give a reply to some of the members 
who have not properly understood the purport of my motion. My friend 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das — I do not know whether intentionally or uninten- 
tionally — remarked that I did not read the statement of the Premier and 
thnt without reading the statement I was charging the Chief Minister that 
he had not mentioned anything about the economic crisis in his statement. 
But, Sir, I may tell Mr. Das that I have carefully read the statement and 
I will show that the Chief ^j^inister has not at all referred in his statement 
to the ecoEomic crisis which has arisen on account of the high price of 
commodities. He had merely referred to the difficulty of the people in 
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getting the commodities which were necessary for the sustenance of life 
at a fair price, and made certain suggestions as to how the supplies could 
be made available to the people at a fair price. That was what he has dealt 
with in his statement, but my point was quite different from his. My point 
is that even at the controlled prffce which was nearly 75 per cent, 
above the normal prices of the commodities, the people found it 
extremely difficult to purchase them; so much so that they are on 
the starving point. Sir, it is perhaps not known to the House 
that in the rural areas about 75 per cent, or 80 per cent, of the 
people ^re practically starving from day to day and are bVing at least on 
quarter rations. In Bengal we know that GO per centi of the population 
have to live even in normal times on half diei for nearly six months in the 
year and now on account of this abnormal increase in the prices of staple 
foods which is as much as 75 per cent., it has become impossible for the 
ppor people and the cultivators even to get quarter ration. How is the 
situation to be met? IIow is this critical position to be met — that is the 
problem with which we arc confronted at the present moment, and we 
expected something on that problem from ihe (ffiief Minister’s statement. 
He did not even say that he was aware of the difficulty and that he was 
anxious to do something to ndieve the distress of the rural peo])le in the 
agri(3ultural areas. Sir, the agricultural labour population of Bengal is 
estimated at 2 crores and 3G lakhs according to the last census, and it must 
have increased to nearly 3 crores now. Smaller agriculturists, who have no- 
surplus crops to sell, (comprise 25 per cent, of the population. So 80 per 
3ent. of the aggregate population is vitally affected by this rise in the prices 
of articles. They are finding it extremely difficult to get even one meal a 
day. What is the (jovernment doing to relieve their distress? Mere 
transport control or price-control at 75 per cent, higher than the normal 
price will be of no benefit to the poor people. I do not understand how 
we can call it a price-control if the controlled price is 75 per cent, higher 
than the normal price. Even according to the statement of the Hon’ble- 
Chief Minister, Bengal is self-supporting in respect of rico : we have just 
now heard the speech of the Hon’ble Minister in (diarge of Agriculture 
that there is no shortage of rice. If that be so and if Bengal is self-support- 
ing in respect of rice, why then the price of rice is so high? I put this, 
clear question to the Hon’ble Minister. When he was reading his speech 
I enquired of him why the price was as high as 75 per cent, of the normal 
price, if there is no shortage of rice; but he gave no reply. There may be 
two causes for the rise of price. It may be due to very large export of 
rice or it may be due to profiteering or hoarding. These are the two causes. 
The Hon’ble Minister has said that the export has been very small and does 
not affect the price. Then, Sir, we take it that the abnormal rise is not due 
to export and it is due to profiteering or hoarding. The Provincial Govern- 
ment can put this down as they have got special power for dealing with 
hoarding and profiteering. If they have got power, why should not they 
stop profiteering? Why should not they stop ^profiteering in respect of 
paddy and rice at least? When it has been said that our expart is not 
beyond the ordinary limit, why should not people get rice at normal priced 
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Is the GoTernment doing its duty by fixing a controlled price 75 per 
cent, higher than the normal price? 1 put this question point blank. The 
Hon’ble Chief Minister promised dal hhat to the people. I say, we want 
noon bhat. Our people of the rural areas do not get noon hhat even once 
a day. These poor people get a wag^ of four annas a day. Even that all 
of them do not get. With four annas they do not get even one seer of 
rice. Just imagine the plight of these men — a wage-earner of annas four, 
having three or four members in his family, does not get more than a poa 
of rice for each member of his family and they will have to subsist on that : 
they will have nothing for the purchase of salt. This is the condition 
under which the people in the rural areas are living. We are not concerned 
with the 25 or 30 per cent, of the population — the richer class — but we 
are concerned with the 80 per cent, of the people whose chief food is rice 
and salt ; and we must make provision for rice and salt for these poor people. 
So far as my motion is concerned, I shall be content if the Government 
can provide noon hhat for the 80 per cent, of the population with whom 
we are concerned. But are we sure about that? Sir, the Chief Minister’s 
statement deals with the question of the necessaries of life being made avail- 
able in all places at fair prices; but the statement does not deal with the 
economic crisis. This economic crisis is the problem of all problems. This 
is the problem which afiects 4 out of bj crores of the people of this province. 
It is extremely unfortunate that we shall have to go back to the coimtryside 
and say to the people that the Chief Minister had nothing to say on the 
economic crisis through which the people are passing. Sir, the prices have 
gone up. Even the controlled prices have gone up by 75 or 100 per cent. 
The Chief Minister has not said anything about jute which is the only 
money crop of Bengal. No step has been taken to give relief to the agri- 
culturists who constitute 50 per cent, of Bengal’s population and wage- 
earners who constitute 30 per cent, of the population. It is well-known 
that these agriculturists used to get half ration in peace time; now they 
will have to go on with quarter ration. And, Sir, what about the children 
of the hungry cultivators? How to feed them and how to clothe these 
children? We have heard that we have a Labour Commissioner who is 
preparing a cost of living index. The Ministry should have taken every step 
to lower the prices of the different commodities and increase the wages of 
the people. The prices can certainly be lowered by stopping profiteering 
which the Ministry has admitted is going on. Sir, during the last war the 
price of rice at least was below normal. Sir, the price of rice cannot be 
but normal unless there has been less production or excessive export. The 
Ministry could increase produce of paddy by actually insisting on reclama- 
tion of 37 lakhs acres of the culturable waste lands. These lands are lying 
idle. These are not uncultivable lands. There is no proposal regarding 
the reclamation of vast lands lying fallow. I may tell the House that I 
liave been trying for the last 2 or 3 years to reclaim the vast Bhati area in 
the district of Mymensingh w^hich is remaining fallow for the last 10 years. 
Two or three schemes hav^ been sent by the Agricultural Engineer of Dacca 
after local inspection. It is nearly > year since those schemes were submit- 
ted. About six months ago 1 enquired about the matter and the Gbveminmit 
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replied that they were under their consideration. This time also I put a 
question on the subject and the reply given was that it is still under 
the consideration of Government. Well, Sir, this is the way how 
we are proceeding. If we sincerely want to increase the food products, we 
must take up the reclamation of these huge waste lands which are lying 
fallow for a long time. The other day we saw in the Papers that the Govern- 
ment of Assam w^as in a position to state definitely that they expect 30 per 
cent, additional potato crop and 20 per cent, additional aus paddy crop. 
We ought to have a committee in every I'nion and we should have 
figures from these committees. The Ministry should liave insisted on their 
executive officers to collect these statistics. Has anything like that 
been done!^ I have been (harged with not making any constructive 
suggestions. I did make certain suggestions. I have mentioned about 
export, that it would be dangerous if any export is allowed, and I have 
•definitely stated that more food products should he grown by reclaim- 
ing culturable waste lands. Then comes the question oi jute crop. What 
a muddle has the Ministry made with regard to jute ! Have they done 
anything towards raising tlie pri(‘es of jute!^ When the quota was 
increased from o to 10 annas, Japan had not come into the war. As soon as 
Japan ,came to the scene of war, it was the duty of the Ministry at once 
to reduce the quota to 5 annas. On the contrary, pamphlets were issued 
telling agriculturists to sow jute at least on 8 annas. As a matter of fact, 
some of the jute-growers approached me to enquire, whether they would 
be liable to punishment if they grew jute on less than 8 annas land. I 
told them they (!Ould not be punished. They could grow on lesser area, and 
I advised them to grow on lesser area. Now we are being told that the 
Ministers are going to approach the Government of India. Why so lateP 
The jute is passing out of the hands of the real agriculturists. Real agricul- 
turists are now getting 2 or .3 rupees per maund only and if help comes 
from the Government how, the benefit will be derived by middlemen. 
Is that desirable at all? Sir, I now come to the question of (doth. We 
have been told that standard cloth is coming. I questioned what will be 
the quantity of that cloth. On calculation I find at the rate of 8 yards per 
head, 4 crores of i>eople will require 320 million yards of (doths for the next 
six months. How much are the Government going to get? What will be 
the price of the standard cloth? Are we to sleep with the idea that we will 
get all our wants satisfied? Will the price of tlie standard clotli be such 
that it will suit the purse of the poor — the poorest of the poor? It was the 
duty of the Ministers to find out what is the amount of cotton available in 
Bengal and wdiether the Government are going to have sufficient quantity 
for clothing the entire population of Bengal. They must see to the work- 
ing of the mills. If the outturn was not sufficient, they should have insisted 
on double-shift or triple-sihift work in these mills, so that the requirement 
could be n!et. They should have gone in for jute cloth. We must clothe 
our people. We should have sack-cdoth for them at least. We find in rural 
areas they do not get even rags to hide their^akedness. We are doing 
nothing absolutely. Are you sure that the standard cloth will he available 
in sufficient quantity and at prices which will suit the poor? They .should 
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be sold at the rate of 4 annas per piece. In that case, the poor will be able 
to hide their nakedness. If we get only one million yards of standard 
cloth, it will be nothing. Onr requirement is 320 million yards. We do not 
also know wlien the standard cloth will be coming to the market, if at all; 
or if it comes, will it serve the purpose for which Government want to 
indent them? Will the quantity as well as the price of the cloths be 
sufficient and suitable for the agricultural and rural population of Bengal? 
Perhaps only about one million yards of this cloth will be brought and the 
price per yard will be one rupee and eight annas, a price at which the 
poorest of the people can hardly afford to purchase them. If that be sn, the 
object of the standard cloth will l)e defeated. 

Therefore, I appeal to my friends on the other side to say 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: On a point of order, Sir. Was it not 
proper and necessary on the part of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the* 
department who replied on behalf of the Government and who himself asked 
for constructive suggestions from tihe Opposition, was it not proper and 
necessary for him to remain in the Oliauiber and wait for the reply that 
was going to be given to him by tlie Ilon’ble the Leader of the Opposition 
who is an admitted authority on the subject? . 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The Hon’ble 
Minister was in the House so long and has just l(‘ft the Chamber for some 
rest after delivering a lengthy speech. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Perhaps he felt very tired luid 
thirsty ! 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I apjieal to the 
honourable members sitting* opposite to say if they are satisfied with the 
action that has been taken by the Ministry so far and if they think that 
the Ministry has done its duty to their constituencies. If they are satisfied, 
then I have nothing to say. But if they honestly think that many more 
things have to be done for the poorer classes of the poeple, they oug<ht 
to vote for my motion. If they are not honsetly satisfied, then 
they should vote on an important matter like this without any regard for 
party affiliations. This is a matter of very great importan'ce, and I think 
it is particularly a matter in which everybody is interested. I have made 
some definite constructive suggestions as regards the standard cloth and 
rice. And if these two are met, then I do not care about sugar and other 
luxuries. Yes, I would not care for sugar and other luxuries. Let my 
suggestions about these two very prime necessities be satisfied and I do not 
want anything else. I would, therefore, request you, Sir, to put the motion 
to vote. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K.^AZLUL HUQ: Sir, there is not enough time 
for me to ^ive a lengthy reply or to go into details and defend the Qt)vem- 
ment’s position; nor do I think it necessary to do so. But as some reference 
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to my statement has been made, I think it my duty to tell the House what 
the facts actually are. As regards the Ranaghat incident which my friend 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy has referred to, the facts are that there was 
an Army reconnaisance |jnd they mistook some coolies working on the 
lines as people who were out for purposes of sabotage on the railway lines. 
Bombs were dropped but fortunately there was no casualty. Far from this 
being done at the instance or knowledge or consent or connivance of the 
Bengal Government, we came to know about this incident only the day 
before yesterday, when news came to us in the ordinary course conveying 
the information. 

Sir, bc^fore that we knew nothing and we arc^ not exjiected to know 
anything^ about the reconnaissance flights of the R. A. F. 

Now, Sir, as regards the statement made by my friend Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Cliowdhury that there was a gang rape in Noakhali in the course of 
*which as many as 71 women were ravaged. To this, all I can say is that 
there were these allegations and three stalwarts of the Muslim League went 
there for investigation fired with the determination to make a thorough 
enquirj^ and submit a report on the subject. But before they did so, it so 
happened that on receiving a contract of Rs. 52 lakhs from the Military 
authorities they all forgot about the report and never submitted a report 
at all 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order, Sir, they 
have submitted a report 

(Cries from the Government Benches: don’t interrupt.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They have never submitted 
a report. 

Now, Sir, I have not got the statement of the Military authorities to 
show w^hether it is true or not, I shall let the House know what the fact 
was, as early as possible. There was an investigation by the District 
Magistrate and he found that the allegation of the outrage on women was 
substantially correct. But it was difficult to identify the culprits 
and without proper identification how is it possible to take action. We have 
been trying to asc^ertain from the villagers the names of the two persons who 
lost their lives, in order to give some monetary help to their families. If 
my friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury will please let me have the facts 
together with the details, I shall be glad to take action in the matter. But 
the serious allegations that have been made that as many as 71 women were 
gang-raped, unless they are substantiated by fact, sihould be rejected; and 
I hope the House will reject that statement as untrue. 

Mr. hamidul huq CHOWDHURY: It is a fact and it is true 

(Cries of “sit down, sit down” from the Government Benches.) 

That the Hon’ble Chief Minister was dragged by his party m^n near the 
place of occurrence to see the conditions of the place. He went up to a 
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distance of about 7 miles and then on being advised or having heard some* 
thing from the Commissioner of the Division turned his back in spite of the 
request of his party men 

The Hon'Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not a fact, and not true. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ OHOWDHURY: It is true, as the Hoii^ble 
Chief Minister 

Mfe LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a ])oint of order, Sir, the honourable 
member is not entitled to make a statement a^aiu. So far as the motion 
under discussion is concerned, the Leader of the Opposition has replied and 
replies have been given by the Ministers from the Government Benches. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I am not making a state-* 
ment-~- 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. After reply has been 
given by the honourable mover of the motion and after both the Hon’ble 
Ministers have spoken, I cannot allow any further debate to go on. , 

Mr« HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of personal 
explanation 

Mr^ DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Order, order. The House now stands 
adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the ()th October, 1942. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 6th October, 
1942. 
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Mmbm Absent. 

Hie following members were absent from tl^e meeting held on the 2nd 
October, 1942^: — 

(1) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(2) Mr. S. C. Chakra verti. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(4) ^Mr. L. C. Bas, 

(5) Mr. B. C. Dutta. 

(6) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(7) Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

(8) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

('10) Mr. K. L. Goswami. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(12) Mr, J. McFarlane. 

(10) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(14) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(11) ) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid 
(16) Dr. K. S. Ray. 
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BENCAL LEGISLATIVE COUNQL DEBATES 

Stcond Jtttion— Nth 10. 


The Council m^t in the Le^islatm Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta,* on Tuesday, the 6th October, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., 
being the tenth day of the Second Sessiem of 1942, pursuant to sectioia 
62 (2) (a) pi the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President ^Khan Bah|^dur AOdul Hamid Chowdhury) •was 
in the Chair. 


Obituary Referenee. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr. Deputy 

President, Sir, it is with a heavy heart that I have to announce the sad 
and untimely death of our friend and colleague Khan Bahadur Syed 
Muhamnlad Ghaziul Huq. Honourable members of this Honed had had 
occasion to know him for the last 5 years and so it will not be ne^jessary* 
for me to dilate on the manifold virtues that the lal^ Khan Bahadur 
possessed. He had been ailing^’for over two years with serious heart 
trouble. On many occa|k)n8 he use^ to tell me that he was dragging a 
weary existence. But we did not think that his end would come so soon ! 

Born with a silver spooa in his mouth and coming of a very ancient 
aristrogratic Muslim family in Eastern Bengal, his heart was always with 
the poor. I had known him since his boyhood and the best compliment that 
I can pay is that h^^was never able to say an unkind word, to anylj^dly.. 
That was the mCst remarkable trait of his ehracter. His family has long 
been connected with some hnportafit ‘•educational and medical institutions % 
Tippera. The Comilla Faizunnes^a Girls’ High School named after his 
grandmother and the FaizunJbssa Zenana Hospital established so long ago 
as 1888, owe their existence to tlfe generosity and great love that the late 
Khan Bahadur’s fcunily felt for the poor and the middle cfdiwes. He also 
followed in the footsteps of His ancestors. He was tHa gpndson of late 
Nawab Syed Faizunnessa, the first lady Nawab in Bemgal and was every ^ 
inch a gentleman. He comes of a Muhammadan aristocratic family whiofc 
has as many as four graduates, a record which is perhaps unique in the 
history of Muslim Bengal. 

We deeply mourn the death of a man of such sterling worth and I hope 
the House will a^ee with me in expressing our sincere condolences to the 
members of the bereaved family. The rsoluti^ that I beg to move ni||| as 
follows;, — V % 

‘‘This Council places on record its deep |ens« Mf sorrow at the of 

Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziii|‘i*:Buq and des^e to convey ita* 
heart-felt condolence to the members of )nfi bereaved family ” 

32 
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I hope the Bouse will accept the resolution. 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Resolutioif' moved: that this House 
places on record its deep sens%^ of sorrow at^ the death of Khan Bahadur 
Syed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq and desires to «onvey its heart-felt 
^ndolencea to |he members of ihe bereaved family. 

Khan Bai(tU^.SAlV£D tnUAIZAMUODIlf H08AIN: In rising to 
fliipport resolution that has ^st been^ moved by ,»the Leader of * the 
House, I am to say that we associate ourselves with every word that has 
lallen from the lipa^of the Leader of the House on this occasion. Sir, we 
ww*e in closest touch with him, as her was a proonnent mei^ber of our 
party. We know what a perfect gentlacmypi he was. He was h true 
Mussalman, a perfect gentleman and pn ideal zenypdar. ^He was humility 
persorilfied and pink of courtesy^ as a true disciple of the Prophet should be. 
This is not the occasion to dilate on his qualities of head and heart, and we 
all pray that his soul may rest in peace. With these words, I support the 
resolution moved by the Hon’ble Leader pf the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I associate myself with the resolu- 
tion so feelingly moved by the Leader of the House. I learnt with deep 
regret tn# news of the death of the Khan Bahadur only this morning. I 
did not know thafTiis death would be so ^audden. All that I know of him 
was that ^e ws^s highly cultured and ^yery inch a gentleman ; and I am 
sure the TVhole House will deeply re^t his dealt. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SiNgH ROY: With a heavy Wi-t 1 rise to asso- 
ciate myself whole-heartedly with the resolution that has been so ably moved 
by Leader of the House. The Khan Bahadur was^ink of ^courtesy and 
ha3 many friends in this Hoi|ie. Nojbly did he uphold 4he traditions of 
h^ ancient and aristocratic family. H#' always regarded himself as a 
tiue Mussalman and tried to behave as such. We all regret his death. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: T associate myself with the senti- 
ments express^ by the honourable members who have apoken before me. 
The Khan Bah^uafwas a quiet and unostentatious gentleman with dignified 
jippearance. He had always been courteous and hospitable. He never 
i^owed that he was a man of great learning. I have myself seen his library 
which contained a large number of rare books of considerable cultural value. 
I fully associate myself with the sentiments which has been expressed in 
the resolution. 

Mfi BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: I am extremely sorry that myself 
being in mourning — ^having very recently lost my mother — on the Jpxst day 
that I am attending thii? Session, I have to mourn the loss of a valued 
•colleague of this Legislature. Not knowing him very well personally, I 
feel I am unfortunate in that way; but I can certainly associate myself 
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with the sentiments expressed in this House by different ipeakers, including 
the Leader of the House. Sir, I would rather suggest that the House 
should show, subject to what you may deride, its sense of respect for the 
^ece^ed by adjourning without transacting any other business. 


Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAtAN 8INHA, ol NashipUr: Sir, 
I beg to associate myself- with all that has been said with regard to the loss 
sustained by the death of the Khan Bahadur. Sir, I had not the privilege 
of knowing him intimately but I had the honour of di^jcussiffg with 'him 
various matters relating to Council work. I found him on these occasions 
one of the most well-informed men holding ‘ moderate views. It a 
misfortujie that the House has 'tost an*able member like him at such a 
juncture. I beg to offer tRy deepest sympathy and condolences to the, 
members of the bereftved family through you not only on my behalf but 
* also on behalf of the party which I have the privilege and honour to belong 
to. ^ 


Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Chair associates itself with the 
sentiments expressed by honourable members representing different 
sectiofts of this House recounting the manifold qualities of the head and 
heart of their erstwhile colleague, Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad GhazJul 
Huq, who expired yesterday at Comilla. He beloiiged to ' an ancient 
aristocratic family of Eastern 'Bengal which was held in great esteem by 
the people for its numerous charities and beneficent activities. To me per- 
sonally, his death means the loss 6f a sincere and noble friend. The Khan 
Bahadur was a man of very quiet disposition but whoever came in contact 
with him could not but be impressed with his charming manners and 
innate courtesy. Indeed, it can be truly said of him that he was one of 
Nature’s |^rn gentlemen. Grandson of Nawab Faizunnessa, the only lady 
zemindar in Bengal to be honoured wift the title of Nawab, the Khan 
Bahadur was j^l along alive to obligations towards the poorer section of 
his fellow-men and accordingly" devoted a considerable portion of his time 
and energy to ameliorate , their condition to the best of his ability. In his 
death the landed aristocracy t>f Bengal has lost a populaf figure whose 
presence was very much needed in these da^s of unsettled conditions all 
around. May his soul rest in peace! 

I desire the honourable members to rise in their places to signify their 
support to the resolution. 

(Honourable members rose in their places.) 

Thank you, gentlemen. It will be my duty to communicate to the 
members of t^e bereaved family the deep sympathy and sorrow of this 
House on the death of the Khan Bahadur. As a mark of respect to his 
mempry the Council Department will remain .closed for the rest of the day. 
I also propose to adjourn the House withcjiit transacting any further 
business. But before I adjourn the House, I would request the Leader of 
the House to announce the business for tomorrow. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Further discussiou 
Bengal (Ruisal) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, Sir. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
tamorrow when our business will be, as honourable members must have 
Tieard, the consideration of the Bftigal fx (Rural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill, clause clause. 


Adjournment. 

^he Council then ^adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 7th 
October, 1942. 
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Members Absent. 

The followings members were absent from the iiuM^ting' hehl on tlie (ith 
October, 1942: — 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(2) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(3) Mr. S. C. Chakra verti. 

(4) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhiiry. 

(5) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhurv. 

(6) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(7) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(8) Mrs. K. D’Rozario, 

(9) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(11) Mr. K. L. Goswami. 

(12) Mr. Mohained Hossaiii. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Khan. 

(14) Sir T. Lamb. 

(15) Mr. J. McFarlane, 

(16) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(17) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(18) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(19) Mr* S. N. Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Second Session, 1S42— No. 11. 


Thk roFNCiL met iii the Legislative Cliamher of the Legislative Ihiilding, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 7th October, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., being the 
eleventh day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to section G2(2)(a) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. l)e])uty President (Khan Bahadur Aimn. Hamid CirowniiUHv) was 
in the Chair. 


Message from His Majesty the King-Emperor. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Ilononrahle members of 
the Council, I have to read a Mess4»ge received by the Hou’ble President from 
His Majesty the King-Kmiieror. But before T do so, I would recpiest the 
honourable members to rise in tlieir seats. 

(The members rose in their seats.) 

The Message runs as follows : — 

“L 2481 D Buckingham Palace LN 30. 

NlT I’RKSIDKNT, liKCilSLATIVK CoVNCIl., BeNGAL, CtTA. 

Please express to the Council my deep apjireciation of their kind message 
of sympatliy on the death of the Duke of Kent. 

GEORGE R.I.” 

Thank you, Gentlemen. I will now take up the Questions. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Kazi Advisory Committee. 

35. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Edwealion Department be pleased to 
state what are the functions of the Kazi Advisory Committee with regard to 
new appointments to the posts of Kazi and Mu.slim Marriage Registrar? 

(b) Are they only to make nominations for .such appointments by votes? 

(c) Are the nominations made by the Advisory Committee binding on the 
District Registrar? 
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Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the District Registrar of Hymen- 
singh openly remarked during the last Kazi Advisory Committee meeting 
that generally it is the worst candidate who gets the first nomination as it is 
due to canvassing; and as such, it would be useless to supply list of candidates 
with their qualifications to the members of the Advisory Committee before 
the meeting as suggested by one of the members? 

(e) Do the Government propose to replace the Advisory Committee by a 
Selection Board consisting of two officials and three non-official Arabic 
scholars of reputation in each district? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): (a) To advise the Inspector-General of 
Registration in regard to the selection of candidates. 

(h) No system has been prescribed. , 

(r) The District Registrar submits the nomination of the District Advisory 
Committee with his comments, if any, to Government through the Ins])ector- 
General of Registration. 

(d) No. 

(e) I shall consider the suggestion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state with reference to (d), it the District 
Registrar was asked to report whether he has made any such statement? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Ron’ble Minister kindly enquire? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, 1 will. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The next item is short-notice (jiiestion 
No. 3t) to be answered by the Hon’ble (’hief Minister. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is in my name. Shall I put it? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. Will it be possible for the Hon’ble Leader 
of the House to answer if there are supplementary questions ? 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As regards suppl^i> 
inentary questions in regard to question No. 36, probably I ahall not be able 
to answer, if there be any. 

0 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In that case. Sir, let it stand over. 
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" Hr. tACHINDHA NAitAYAN SANYALt May I ask qiiastion No. 37 
wkioh stands in my name? This is a simple question and I hope the 
Hon’ble Leader of the House will be able to 'answer, if there are supple- 
mentary questions. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As regards question 
No. 37, I think I shall be able to answer supplementary questions. May 1 
read the reply on behalf of the Hon’ble Chief Minister? 

Mr/ DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Security Prisoners. 

. 37. Mr. SACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Miniister in charge of fhe Home Depiirtmenf be pleased to state the number 
of security prisoners in Bengal? 

(h) Is it a fact that some security prisoners have l)een granted allowances 
for maintenance of their families? 

(c) If so, how many of them have been granted such facilities? 

' (d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why it has not been 
]) 08 sible to grant allowances to the families of all security prisoners? 

ic) Is it a fact that some applications for allowances from such prisoners 
for maintenance of their families are ]>ending for a long time? 

if) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state when final orders 
on those api)lications are lihely to issue? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of the Home Department): (a) 2,414 including 1,950 criminal 
security prisoners (figures corrected nj> to ‘list August, 1942). 

(6) Yes. 

(c) 88. 

(d) I >efer the honourable member to the (loverimient commiinic^ue, 
dated the 12th September, 1942 (copy placed in the library), which embodies 
the present policy of Government in this respect. 

(e) A mimber of cases were originally rejected hut have since been under 
reconsideration in the light of the liberalised policy now followed by 
Government. 

(/) The cases are so many and the circumstances so varied that a definite 
time-limit is not possible though attempt is being made to dispose of them 
with the utmost expedition. 

Mr. SACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL: Is the Ilon’ble Minister 
aware that Biresh Chandra Chakmvarty, a security prisoner in tjje Dticca 
Central Jail, asked for his family allowance a long time ago? 
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Th* Hon'Me Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM*. 1 am not aware. 


Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when Biresh Chandra Chakravarty’s wife can expect an 
allowance ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is more than 
I can say, but T will brinj^ this matter to the notice of the llon’ble the Home 
Minister. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of (i/), will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to say what is meant by the term '‘criminal security prisoners’*? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: “Criminal security 
prisoners” are those who have been ordered to give security under the Code 
of Criminal Procedure. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state 
how many of these prisoners have actually applied for allowance to their 
families or their dependants? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I want notice, Sir. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Arising out of the previous 
answer given by the llon’ble Minister, I may submit that there is no 
mention of such a thing as “criminal security prisoner” in the Criminal 
Procedure Coile. These prisoners luiving failed to execute their Ivonds are 
sent to jails. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: There are some 
prisoners — ordinary prisoners — under the Defence of India Rules and there 
are others who are detained in prison for their failure to furnish security 
bonds. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Are all these prisoners detained 
under the orders of the Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether prisoners of the Dacca Central Jail shooting case have been 
included in these 1,950 security prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I cannot give that 
answer now. 

8ir BUOY PRABAD'BINGH ROY: Sir, when the Hon’ble Minister ia 
unable to answer a single supplementary question, will it not be much better 
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if this question is held over till the Chief Minister comes? Now, if only 
the printed reply to this question is rejul out aqd no supplementary question 
is answered, then the honourable member who put the question will not get 
a chance of getting answers to his supplenientaries, and the question as it 
has been answered will not come again with the result that we shall he 
deprived of putting supplementary (questions to it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is the reason why I asked the 
Hon’ble the Leader of the House whether he would be abl^^^ to answer the 
suppleihentaries also. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Rut, Sir, ii is for you to judge 
whether he is in a position to answer or not. 

* The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Even the llon’ble 
the Chief Minister would not have been in a |X)sition to answer these 
supplement aries that have been put. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: How’ do you know that ? 

Mr. HAM I DU L HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the lionourable members 
are entitled to get full and proi>er answers to the sup])] emeu tary questions. 
The Leader of the House is not aware of the facts and the Minister concerned 
is absent. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I full y appreciate the difficulty which the 
members are now feeling and 1 also appreciate the difficulty of the Leader 
of the House, as the question does not relate to his department. So, for the 
purpose of supplementary questions, I rule that this question l)e treated ns 
passed over. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I suggest that the House 
be adjourned, since the Ministers are not present to attend to their duties to 
the House. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is not for us to jx^int out 
what is your duty. It is for you to see that tlie dignity of the House is 
maintained and the Ministers do attend to their business in this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I should like to hear the Leader of the 
House as to what the CjovernmenCs difficulty actually is. It is regrettable 
that the Ministers do not cjire to attend the meetings of the (council; neither 
do they send intimation beforehand of their inability to attend. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I agree that the 
Ministers to whose departments these questions relate, should have been 
present. But, as regards the Chief Minister, ii»is already known to the 
House that he has left for Delhi and as such questions relating to his 
department should stand over. 
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Mr. DfPUTY PRESIDENT: What about Hr. BaauP 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: He always attends. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWOHURY: The Treasury Bench is 
practically empty although we have assembled here to transact certain 
i)U8ines8 in which the Ministers should take interest. In this connection, I 
may point out that some of my questions remain unanswered from 1941. 
We are now at the end of 1942 and yet do not know what is going to happen 

about them. ‘ 

« 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDEHT: So far as today\s business is ooncerned, 1 
find that only one question remains unanswered which relates to the depart- 
ment of the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. The Hon’ble Leader of the 
House has already informed the House that the Chief Minister is not here. 
At any rate, as I have said, it is really very regrettable that the Hon’ble 
Minister whose presence is necessary does neither attend nor sends intimation 
beforehand of his inability to attend. However, I hope the Hon’ble Leader 
of the House will convey the desire of the Council to the Ministers concerned. 

Motions for Adjournment. 

I shall now take up the motions for adjournment of which notices have 
been received. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before you take up any other matter, 
I should, through you, like to call for papers relating to the very unfortunate 
and tragic incident which occurred at Mymensingh. I refer to the shooting 
which took place in connection with rioting at Rayerbazar near Atliarobari 
in Mymensingh. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have already got notices of three 
motions for adjournment of the House on this matter. Let me place the 
motions before the House and then you may raise this point. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I was going to submit in this connection 
that on a former occasion the Hon’ble President 8uggeste<l that before such 
matters were niised in the House in the form of adjournment motions, the 
House might create a convention of calling for papers on the subject and 
w’hen the Government made a statement on the situation, then and then alone 
the question of moving the adjouriiment motion or not w’ould arise. 
Following that diwetion of the Ilon’ble President, I was enquiring if the 
Government was in a position to make a statement before the House as to 
what exactly happened at Rayerbazar, what were the casualties, what was 
the responsibility of Government and what they proposed do in order to 
find out if any person was«'guilty and take any necessary remedial measures P 
It seemed to be the desire of the House at that time that such a convention 
shot^d be created. 
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Th« Hon'ble Khm ■ahadur M. ABDUL KARIMi Sir, I am not in a 

position 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, is the 
honourable member in order in suggesting this novel procedure in view of 
the fact that an adjournment motion is already pending? 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The honourable member seems to be 
anticipating things. I think it would be more opportune to raise this 
question when we take up the motion for adjournment. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May, I submit, Sir, before you give your 
ruling 


« Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: lam not giving a ruling now. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I was trying to show that before the adjourn- 
ment motion was taken up, the better course would be to call for papers, as 
the Hon’ble President had suggested once before. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. What you are now going 
to say would be more appropriate when the adjournment motion is taken 
up. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May I respectfully submit, Sir, that there 
would be no point in calling for “papers” when the adjournment motion luis 
already been moved ! May I again submit that on a previous occasion when 
such a matter was raised in the form of an adjournment motion, the Chair 
ruled that a convention might be established in the Upper House, as 
prevailed in the British House of Lords, of calling for “papers”? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Deputy President, may I intervene 
to explain what is in the mind of Mr, Ilumiiyun Kabir? What Mr. Kabir 
is referring to is perhaps this : Some time ago when Mr. Krishna Chandra 
Hoy Chowdhiirv, who was a supporter of Government, was about to move 
an adjournment motion, tlie Hon’ble President made an observation to the 
effect that if any member being a supj)orter of Government wanted to move 
for adjournment of the House, he must cross the floor which means that he 
w^ould then cease to be a member of the Government Party. But if he 
wanted to remain on the Government side, he should call for “pjipers” and 
not move any adjournment motion. That is, Sir, as far as I remember, 
the ruling or observations made by the Hon’ble the President on a previous 
occasion in relation to an adjournment motion tabled by a supporter of the 
Government. . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You are spealcing on a mattei^ independ- 
ently of the adjournment motion. 
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Mr. LALIT GHANDIIA DAS: No, Sir. I am speaking on the point of 
order raised by Mr. Kabir about establishing a convention of calling for 
‘ 'papers’ \ With respect to that, Sir, I may repeat that when a certain 
adjournment motion was going to be made by Mr. Krishna Chandra Roy 
Chowdhury on this side of the House the President observed that if an 
honourable member from the Coalition Party, a supporter of Ghovernment, 
wanted to move an adjournment motion, he must cross over and go to the 
other side but renniining within the Coalition Party he could not do so, but 
instead call for papers only; and whenever such a motion was moved, the 
Chair was to decide the (jiiestion of precedence between that motion and any 
adjournment motion on the same subject which may be tableil by the 
Opposition. This is wduit, as far as I rememl)er, was the ruling of the 
President on that occasion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I think Mr. Kabir is right so'’ 
far as the Hon’ble President’s ruling is concerned. The Hon’ble President 
said that before an adjournment motion was admitted, it must take its 
course as to whether it was in order or not. As soon as the papers are 
placed, or a statement of facts is made by the Hon’ble Minister concerned, 
then only will the (luestion of precedence between the adjournment 'motion 
and the motion for papers arise. But the adjournment motion will not be 
moved at all, if the statement is found .satisfactory by the House. There- 
fore, it facilitates the position on either side, it facilitates a decision so far 
as an urgent matter is concerned and also gives the Government an 
opportunity to st4ite its position. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As regards that I 
can only say that T am unable to comply with the request for “papers” today. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: You may ask for time. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: All right, if the 
House continues to sit till tomorrow, I shall be able to place the “papers” 
relating to the shooting incident at Atharabari in the district of Mymensingh. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: On a point of privilege of the House 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: A point of privilege is already before the 
House — it is the privilege of the House to get reports of untoward incidents 
that take place. In this case, it is the privilege of the House to get a report 
of the incident which happened at Atharabari in Mymensingh. I called for 
IMipers relating to the shooting at Atharabari and the Leader of the House 
has promised to produce the necessary “papers” tomorrow. * 

c 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you prepared to wait till tomorrow, 
Khan*BahadiirP 
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Khan Bahatfur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDiN HOSAIN: Sir, I will not 
press my motion for adjournment today, provided the Loader of the House 
makes a statement tomorrow regarding the occurrence that took place at 
Atharabari, the steps that have been taken by the Government and are pro- 
posed to be taken by Government to prevent the recurrence of disturbances 
like this. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, there isi an adjourniiient motion 
standing in my name on the same subject. I prefer to wait if tlie Ilon^ble 
Minister makes a statement; after he has done so, J will de(‘ide whether to 
move my motion or not. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now resume 

• Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, before you take up the 
next item on the agenda, I have another point to mention. There has been 
a long discussion on the statement of the Hoiride Chief Minister and on 
many occasions during the discussion of this subject we have he<ird it sKiid 
by the other Ministers that the Hon’ble (>liief Minister was going to deni 
with the points raised by the membeis of this House in the course of his 
reply to the debate. Now, Sir, we find that he has been absenting himself 
from the House frequently and we do not expect any reply from him as he 
seems to be avoiding any reply upon the i>oints raised by us. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I would re(|uest the hoTiourable member 
to wait till the Hon’hle Chief Minist€»r returns and then to raise this 
question, if necessary. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I rise on a point of privilege of the House, Sir, 
One of my Bills — the Bengal Public (jambling (Amendment) Bill — was 
referred to a Select Committee. The Select (bmmittee wjis not called in 
time and twuce the time for submission of the report of the Select (Com- 
mittee w^as extended. I wrote tft the Hon’ble Home Minister several times; 
but although the date of the third extension ha.s expired, nothing has yet 
been done. So with your permission, I should like to move formal motion 
for further extending the time for submission of the rejKjrt of the Select 
CJommittee. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is not a point of privilege. 

Mr« NUR AHMED: Sir, the first portion of my speeqji is a point of 
privilege. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right; you may let me have a (X)py of 
your proposed ihotion. I shall then consider. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: •Sir, the 

Hon’ble Ministers are shilly-shallying with the House. It is the right of 
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the membeni of this House to have replies from the Hon’bie Ministers to 
their letters. How is it that in spite of two or three extensions, the report 
of the Select Committee is not yet ready for submission to the House? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Please let me have a copy of the pro- 
posed motion. I shall allow you to move the same today before the House 
is adjourned. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I know your decision 
regarding the adjournment motion? Are you going to give the decision 
tomorrow P 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed has stated that 
he is prepared to wait for the statement from the Government. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But, Sir, is the Government 
going to make a statement before the House shortly? The Hon’bie the 
Leader of the House has said that he would make a statement tomorrow. 
But suppose we do not meet tomorrow, will he then make the statement 
when the House next reassembles? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That I will do. 

Mr. J. B. ROSS: Sir, on a point of privilege. We have been urged 
by all the authorities around us to economise in the use of paper. But 
today I received a notice from the Legislative Department of this Council, 
dated the r)th October, setting out the business which had to be considered 
in this House on the 2nd October. Now, Sir, that sort of thing might 
happen in J^hillip Oppenheim’s novels; but one does not expect it in an 
institution of the dignity of this Council. It seems that there is a com- 
plete lack of liamm between the Legislative Council Department and the 
Home (Constitution and Elections) Department which ought to be put right 
immediately, and as a member of this House I draw your attention to this. 
It interferes with the privileges of the members of this House. I would 
ask you to see that in future we get adequate notice of the business which 
is to be discussed, not after the date has elapsed but before it is due to be 
discussed. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahacfur M. ABDUL KARIM. As regards the point 
raised by Mr. Ross, I can only say that I will look into this matter myself 
and see that the Council papers are circulated to the honourable members 
in time. 

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Billi 1942. 

«. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now resume further dis- 
cussion, clause by clause, of the Bengal (Hural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942. 



MM* ] PRIMARY EDUCATIOST BILL. Mt 

Clause i. 

Clause 1 stand ptirt of the Bill. 

The question before the House is: that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 
(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 2. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part ot the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I heg to move that clause 2 of the Bill he 
omitted . 

.My purpose in moving this amendment is that there is no necessity of 
•this clause 2. (lause 2 runs as follows; — 

In section 4 of the Bengal (Bural) Primary Education (Amendment) 
Act, 1930 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), — 

(I) in clause (c) of suh-section (i) — 

^{a) for the word “five” the word “seven” shall he substituted, and 
(h) after tlie words “of whom” the words “two sliall he women 
interested in education and” shall he inserted; and 

{2} after suh-section {2) the following suh-section shall he added, 
namely : — 

(J) The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, sliall he e.r-offiaio 

Chairman of the Committee, and there shall be a ('Ommittee 
who shall for the first term of five years he apjiointed by the 
Provincial Government from amongst the elected members of 
the Board and who shall thereafter be elected in the prescribed 
manner by the members of the (.’ommittee from amongst 
themselves. 

Sir, there are two purposes involved in this amendment. One is that 
Government by sub-clause (I) w^ants to increase the number from 5 to 7 
and out of these, 2 will be women. Then by clause (2) it wants to appoint 
a Secretary for 5 years. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons it is 
stated that this clause is necessary because they want to provide seats for 
women on the Central Committee. Government has ample power to appoint 
women out of the 5 nominated members, if they so want. There is no 
necessity of increasing the number. As regards the appointment of the 
Chairman, Sir, Government has got ample scope under the rule-making 
powder. So I move that the clause be deleted. There is no necessity of this 
clause. With 4hese few words, I move this amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that clause 2 of the 
Bill be omitted. 
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Khan Bahadur MUAZZAMUODIN H08AIN: Sir, I rise to support the 
amendment of Mr. Nur Ahmed. It is a very good suggestion. The Bill 
seeks to increase the niimber of nominated members ; but my friend suggests 
that there is no necessity of increasing the same. Even as it now stands, 
Government have the power to nominate o persons and they can provide 
seats for women members out of that number. Hence there is no necessity 
of furtlier addition to the number of nominated members. I think this is 
a very good proposal and should be accepted by the House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; I oppose the amend- 
ment. The provision for extended nomination was approved by the last 
Cabinet, of which Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was a prominent member 
along with the President and Deputy President of the Muslim Parliamentary 
League Party. There W4i8 absolutely no opposition to this principle of 
extended nomimition either fix)m the Press or the platform at that time.* 
Again, this principle has already been accepted in the Assembly and there- 
fore, I do not think any further speech is necessary in support of the 
provision incorporated in the Bill. The House may be aware that Govern- 
ment have so many mouths to feed, and in order to remedy the inequalities 
and inequities of election it is absolutely necessary in a province like Bengal 
to keep the nominations in the hands of Government. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I had no desire to intervene 
in this debate; but as the Honourable Leader of the House has been pleased 
to refer to my humble self, 1 have to say a few words. I only wish that 
the Honourable the Leader of the House and the present Government had 
followed the previous Government in every matter. Sir, the present 
Government would follow the past Government only where it suits their con- 
venience and discard their precedents when they are found inconvenient. 
That is not fair. The previous Government used to make nominations in 
an absolutely dispassionate manner. (Cries of “Question, Question^.) 
Nominations were never distributed by us on mere party lines. Every 
honourable member of the House will bear me out that after the present 
Government came into power, they issued a circular to the effect that 
nominations should be made after consulting the members of the Legisla- 
ture even in respect of the Union Boards. There are a little over 5,000 
Union Boards in Bengal and three members are appointed on each Union 
Board. This affords Government the opjmrtunity for nominating 15,000 
members on the Union Boards in Bengal. This means that an enormous 
army of supporters of Government can be created through nominations. 
The previous Government never followed the practice of appointing 
only those persons who are their supporters in the Legislature. Union 
Board nominations were left entirely in the hands of the District Magis- 
trate and this was strictly in accordance with the statute and the Rules 
made thereunder. In fact, Government knew nothing abo\it these union 
Board nominations and thu?^^ never tried to abuse the right of making 
nominatioifs. My honourable friend the Leader of the House, has himself 
admitted that there are so many hungry mouths to feed. The previous 
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OoTemmeiit never approached the question of nomination from the point 
of view of satisfying the hunger of their supporters. But there has been 
a great change in outlook since the resignation of the last Ministry and 
that is why I believe the Opposition is not prepared to support the 
proposal of my honourable friend. A great change has been brought about 
and nominations are now being utilised mainly for party purposes instead 
of for providing representation to interests that could not l>e otherwise 
repre.sented on the local bodies. It is, therefore, high time that nominations 
were altogether dropped. 

• 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of information, Sir. 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy just now referred to a circular said to have 
been issued by the present Government in regard to nominations to Union 
Boards. May I know, Sir, from him wliether that circuLir was prejuired 
•under the directions of the }xist Government and whether' the decision was 
arrived at by the present Government or the p^ist Government? 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It was certainly not issued by the 
previous Government. Whether it i.s the decision of the present Cabinet, 
or not, is more than I can say, I never try to probe into <he ('abinet 
secrets of the present Government. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
cliiuse 2 of the Bengal (Ihiral) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942, 
be omitted.^ 

A division was then challenged with the following result: — 


Ahmed, Mr. Mesbahuddin. 
Ahmed, Mr. Nur. 

Aziz, Khan Sahib Abdul. 
Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq. 
Hoealn, Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin. 


AYES— 9. 

Moila, Khan Sahib Subidall. 
Momln, Begum Hamida. 
Quasem, Khan Sahib Abul. 
Singh Roy, Sir Bljoy Prasad. 


NOES— 18. 


Barua, Mr. D. L. 

Choudhury, Mr. Moazzemali. 
Chowdhury, Mr, Khorshed Alam. 
Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

Dae, Mr. L. C. 

dan, Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh 
Mohd. 

Karim, The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. 
Maitra, Rai Bahadur B. M. 

Meekerlee, Mr. N. N. 


NImme, Mr. T. B. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 
Ray, Mr. N. N. 

Roes, Mr. J. B. 

Roy, Mr. A. D. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur R. B. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. B. K. 
Shamsuzzoha, Khan Bahadur M. 
SInha, Raja Bahadur B. N 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided 
For the amendment— 9; against the amendment— 18. Therefore, the 
amendment is negatived. 
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KhM Bahilittr tAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 2 of the Bill, for sub-clause (i), the following he 
substituted, namely: — 

‘‘(i) after clause (b) of sub-section (I), the following new clause shall 
be inserted, namely: — 

‘(66) Two women — one Hindu and one Moslem to be elected by the 
Women Constituencies of the Provincial Legislative Assembly 
of the cities of Calcutta and Dacca/ ’’ 

Sir, in moving this amendment I have been prompted by the idea that 
if it is thought necessary that women should be given separate representa- 
tion on the committee besides the 5 members to be nominated by 
Government to that committee, that should be done through election and, 
not through nomination. We hate nomination, as I have already said, in 
a democratic age like this. If women are to be rei)resented at all separately, 
let them go in by election. The women constituencies of (IJalcutta and 
Dacc^ will be quite competent to say which of the women should be sent as 
their representatives to the Central Committee. My friends opposite have 
always been in favotir of election and were always against nomination. 
They cried loudly against the system of nomination. They simierely believed 
that it was a bad thing. They should now .show their love for these demo- 
cratic principles by example and not by j)re(ept and come forward to vote for 
this amendment. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 2 of 
the Bill, for sub-clause (/), the following be substituted, namely; — 

“(7) after clause (6) of sub-secticm '/>, the following new clause shall 
be inserted, namely: — 

‘(66) Two women — one Hindu and one Moslem to be elected by the 
Women Constituencies (d' the Provincial Legislative Assembly 
of the cities of ihileiitta and Dac(‘a.' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 oppose the amend- 
ment. My first ground is that time has not yet come for election of women 
representatives by the whole constituency. The eases of Dacca constituency 
and Calcutta constituency, as suggested by my houourabb* friend opposite, 
do not apply in this case. There is absolutely no reason why places like 
Chittagong and Mymensingh should be ke])t out of the operation of that 
law. The second point that 1 have to urge is that we have not definitely 
stoted whether, of the two women one should be Hindu and one should be 
Muhammadan. We have preferred to keep it elasti<*, for the simple reason 
that there may be a Christian woman who has to be muninat^d by reason of 
her experien(‘e and ability to be represented on the Board. It may also 
happen th)^t no suitable Mfihammadan w'oman w'ould be available; in that 
case both should be Hindus. There may be occasions when both may be 
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Mahainmadans. Therefore, it is oonvenient to keep the provision elastic so 
that things may be adjusted according to circumstances. On these grounlb, 

I oppose the amendment. 

Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: Sir, we have just now listened to the speech 
of the Government spokesman who has replied to the speech that has been 
delivered by the Leader of the Opposition in support of the motion, and his 
speech should not surprise any one. A cosmopolitan principle is now being 
enunciated by the present Government. They are not in f.ivour of Hindu 
or Muslim — they are in favour of all and for efticieii(\v. Now, this 
cosmopolitanism which the present Government is enunciating through the 
Leswler of the House rather comes with ill grace, I should say, for the simple 
reason that in primary education Muslims are vitally interested. Muslim 
girls are plentiful in primary schools, and to say, as the Ticader of the House 
ha's said, that Muslim women — suitable and comjieient MiiNlim women — may 
not be available and therefore Government has kept the provision elastic, is 
a libel upon Muslim women. Muslim women ol llengal are rich, I say, in 
culture and dignity and can take the place of any other women. And when 
the Hon’ble Minister, being a Muslim, says that competent Muslim women 
may uojt be available, he says something which is nothing short of a 
swindaloiis libel upon the entire community to which he belongs. I record 
a solemn and serious protest against this libellous statement. It is a liliel 
to .say that suitable Muslim women may not be available. When you say 
this, I say without fear of contra died ion, that you say something which is 
not founded on facts. I irmy say that the Government of India Act has 
.solemnly enacted that there should be two Moslem women fjonstituemdes in 
Bengal for electing repre.senta lives of the women of Bengal to the Bengal 
Legislature, But this (xnnmittee will certainly deal with matters of lesser 
importance being charged with the duty only of advising the Government 
of Bengal on rural primary education. And if the honourable mover lia.s 
proposed that the women\s constituencies in two divisions should be allowed 
to elect representative w’omen to this particular committee, then he has only 
followed an establi.shed practice. There are the women’s constituencies and 
there will be no difficulty for them to return a woman representative to 
the Primary Education Committee. If these constituencies (on return 
repre.sentatives to the Legislature w'hich enacts laws which will govern the 
lives of the millions dwelling in this country, cannot iliis women’s 
constituency be entrusted with the task of selecting a lady member whose 
only duty will he simply to advi.se on rural primary education? There are 
no other subjects likely to be dealt with in a Pj'imary Education Committee 
hut all sorts of things are expected to be dealt with in a Legi.slature. And 
if women representatives may be trusted with the duty of selecting such 
women for the Legislature, then cannot women, suitable and competent 
women, he found who could he trusted with this one particular purpose out 
of so many that come before the Legislature to be dealt with, namely, 
primary education? Why not liave the .same lyinciple in this case also? 
Why then should not Moslem women as such be given representation on this 
committee, while the same principle has been embodied in the Government of 
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India Act? Why should not there be a specific provision that a Mosleo) 
mroman or Moslem women will be elected to this committee ? 1 do not^ know, 
Sir, whether this particular attitude of Government, this cosmopolitanism, 
this freedom from sectarianism, this freedom from oommunalism, is due to 
that mighty pact, that solemn pact entered into between the Hon*ble the 
Chief Minister and his Mahasabha colleague, to wit. Dr. Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee, whereby the interests of Moslem Bengal have been committed to 
the care of Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, the Mahasabha leader. It will be 
no wonder that since the Moslem interests have been committed to the 
keeping of the Hindu Mahasabha leader, there should be this preposterous 
demand by the present Government that there should be no Moslem woman 
representative on this committee, because non-Muslim representatives would 
suffice for the representation of the Moslem women of Bengal. Are we really 
to understand that this cosmopolitanism is an offspring of that great historic 
pact that has been recently established between the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq and Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, hy which the Moslems have been 
committed to the keeping of the Hindus? Well, well, that may suit the 
convenience of Mr. Fazlul Huq, but that does not suit the convenience of 
Moslem Bengal. Moslem Bengal demands tliat the Moslems should be 
represented as Moslems wherever their vital interests are at stake. We are not 
going to subscribe to the cosmopolitan spirit of the present Government. 
We must have our represen tative.s to safeguard our interests. We have no 
fear of the pact that lias been ushered into existence to keep Mr. Huq in 
office, tliough not in power. Power left Mr. Fazlul Huq the moment he 
entered into this unholy and outrageous alliance. His Moslem colleagues 
are in office sini])ly through the sufferance of his Hindu colleagues. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, is this at all relevant? 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: It is no wonder. Sir, that such sentiments 
ehould come from the lips of the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Karim, a member of the 
present Government, a Government which is presided over by Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Huq, who in order to be allowed to remain in office has sold the 
interests of the Mussalman community to the Hindus. I would remind the 
members of the House of another thing. At a public meeting at Dacca it 
was Mr. Fazlul Huq who declared 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I would request the 
honourable member not to indulge in personal attacks. 

KhM Sahib ABUL QUASEM: This is not at all a personal attack. I 
^m only referring to the utterances of public men and these are public 
utterances. These are no reflection on anybody. What I refer to is public 
property, — statements by public men made in a public capacity. It is not a 
personal attack, I submit - 

Mr. I.ALIT CHANDlOt «AS: Sir, his whole speech is full of venom 
and personal attack against the Chief Minister. 
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Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEMs What I say maj'^ be unpleasant to the 
members of the Government benches; but I dilating on what is behind 
the object of the Bill for the delectation of the House. 

Now, Sir, coming to the point : there are to be two women representatives. 
The proposal in the amendment is that one should be a Muslim and the 
other a Hindu. Women representatives are w^elcome; but so far as Muslims 
are concerned, w’e are definitely of opinion that there should be one Muslim 
representative as such and that representative should be elected and should 
not be a creiiture of nomination by this l)lessed Governmi.iit 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Are you supporting this amendment!'^ 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Yes. Therefore, Sir, I feel that this 
House would be acting in consonance with the spirit and principle and 
"actual provision of this A(d and would be acting in fairness and justice to 
the Moslem coiiimunity if it lends its sup|X)rt t-o the presenl amenjjnent,*,. 
whereby both the Muslim woman and Hindu woman representatives would 
be sitting on the committee. The present piX)posial of the Government, as 
dilated on by the Hoiiouiable Leader of the House, has been made deliberately 
vague •and we want to make it definite and clear. 1 ho])e this amendment 
will commend itself to the members of the House and that it wdll be 
accepted. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir, T rise to sup])ort the 
amendment moved by my friend Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazxamuddin 
Hosain. Most of the arguments for the amendment have been advanced by 
niy friend Mr. Abul (Bmsem. J would only add a few jM)ints. 

Sir, most of the Muslim members sitting behind tlie Government benches 
are absent from the Chamber just now, evidently to avoid hearing unpleiiisant 
things and in order that they may not be called upon to decide this ({uestion 
against the community to which they bfdong and whom they pretend to 
protect, after hearing the arguments advanced from this side of tin; House. 
If this amendment is not acce])ted, it will be clear that this Government is 
pursuing a policy of eliminating Muslim interest altogether from every 
sphere of public life in this pix)vince. Sir, it is clwir to the meanest 
intelligence that the Muslims are more vitally interested than the Hindus 
in the matter of primary education. We cannot allow a situation to bo 
created which may prejudicially affect the interest of the Muslim community 
and so we press for full representation of Musli^ interest on the consultative 
body which was set up under the existing Act and whose constitution is 
now l>eing modified to a large extent by this amending Bill under discusison. 
It it is the intention of the Government that Mu.slims should have equality 
of voice with the Hindus, they should accept this amendment. The Muslims 
do not want anj^thing more than their legitimate share — althoitgh they would 
be entirely within their right to do so, being ^a <najority community in this 
province. It cannot be gainsaid that a much larger number cff Muslims 
are receiving primary education than the Hindus and they are oonseqtiently 
^6 
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more interested in this form of edncsation than the other community. In 
spite of that, they only want equality of voice with the Hindus in order 
that their interest may not he jeopardised. They cannot depend on the 
goodness of the present administration, because it has thrown the Muslim 
interest to the w’olves, as rightly stated by Mr. Abul Quasem. The principle 
which the Government luive accepted and which they have almost given 
effect to in many other depiirtments, namely, that only tliose Muslims will 
be favoiired who con sacrifice the interest of iheir community tat the altar 
of non-Muslim domination, is dangerous. But we want to make it absolutely 
clear that the Muslim cx)mmunity will not be satisfied with anything less 
than equality of voice in the administration of this Central Advisory Com- 
mittee on primary education. If you say that the Muslim community is not 
going to be adversely affected by the provisions of this amending Bill, then 
what objection can you have in accepting this amendment? It shall no 
longer be possible in Bengal for the Hindus by alliance with the Europeans 
to suppress and oppress the Muslims. We want equality of voice : we wanf 
^the Muslims to have equal say in the matter of regulating the course of 
primary edumtion in this province. We do not like the course you are 
following. Your argument is that becMiuse you are in a majority in the 
whole of India, everything should go to the Hindus and nothing to the 
Muhammadans. We are for reversing that attitude. Even in places where 
we are in a majority, you are thus shutting us oul from having our full 
share. On the false plea of emergency you wjint to crejite a situation in 
which these organisations are stifled. You are ])utting stumbling blocks in 
the way of the education of the Muslims. For the hist 175 years they have 
been deprived of eduoiition and as a resull of that they have become illitcmte 
and ignorant. We have been crying all these years to remove these defects. 
Now you want that Muslim women of your choice and liking should be sent 
to these imjM)rtant bodies. Even in ]daces when* there are competent 
Muslim women, you want to eliminate them altogether. Cannot the present 
Ministers, wh(» are the custodians of the Muslim interests and who are 
responsible to the whole country for the policy they are adopting, accept 
this simple amendment so that side by side with the Hindus, the Muham- 
madans may also receive primary education? 

Then, Sir, as regards the argument of the TTon’ble Minister for Educa- 
tion that it would be unfair to the women of the wliole province if the 
choice of their suitable representatives were to be limited only to tlie towns 
of Calcutta and Dacca, I may point out that the (Tovernment of India Act 
has S(‘lected these two places for sending in r<‘i)resentatives of women for 
the wh^e province of Bengal. Thevse women representatives are not 
reiwesentin^ their own personal interest here in the Legislature 
but tliey are looking to tin* interests of tlie whole women com- 
munity as such of tin* entire ])rovince. So, if these Muhammadan women 
rei)resentatives from Calcutta and Dacca can be found to be the representa- 
tives of the ei^tire women of Bengal in the Legislature, canpot the Govern- 
ment find Muhammadan women from the rural ureas who will represent the 
interests ef all women in t6e‘*|)rovince? 1 therefore beg to submit that this 
is a very reasonable amendment and it should be accepted by Government 
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unless they have any ulterior motive. These institutions after all are not 
meant for subserving any personal interest or pt^rsonal aggramlisement. 

Sir, we know the history of nomination in Bengal. We know we were 
ourselves noi free from criticism. I might tell Ihe House that when we 
were in power. Ministers confessed, then- said t)penl.\ and very honest 1\ that 
nomination was the s<Mirce of corruption, it is well-known throughout 
Bengal, and it will not he of any use to hide thes** things, as a mattei* of 
fact, for greater public benefit these things should he made known to tin* 
public — that some of the Ministers have sohl thest* nonii’ ations to many 
public •institutions. They have taken money. ( Iiiterruiit ions. ) I am here 

to exercise my right to bring before the imhlic that under this \(>iy act 

(A member: You can bring a iio-c-onfidence motion.) Mnimi under the 
existing ]*rimary Education Act in Dacca, Mr. lialifuddin has got a jiromise 
of being nominated. Sir, this nomination is being given to him in con- 
sidemtion of an amount which is between 5 to 10 tliousaml and tlie amount 
has gone to the Minister, These are things which C 4 nniot and slionld not 
be concealed. It is a scandal. These scandals must be slopped. I think 
I shall have more to say alKuit the scandalous conduct of sonu* Ministers in 
relation to these nominations when T come to tlie other chnises. At this 
stage I ttin mentioning 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Will the honourable 
member he allowed to talk in this wayi^ It is a disgrace to the House. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Which is disgraced The talk 
about a bribe ? 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE; AVhat has tlial got in .lo with 
Muslim women ? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: If this unrestricted nomination 
is allowed without qualitication, and if you do not say that it shall not ho 
made by nomination, then you open the door for corruption. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The honourahhi member is 
making a very serious allegation. I do not know what is the hasi.^ of Ibis 
allegation. Freedom of speech is no doubt a. great privi](‘ge of the 
honourable memheis of this Ifoiise; hut abuse of this valued right in A light- 
hearted manner is to he deprecated. I cannot altew the honourable member 
to continue in this strain. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE; J very much regret that the 
Opposition have fought to put their own construction to the ^amendment. 
They have unfortunately tried to give vent to a lot of criticism — new 
criticisms — criticisms which do not arise out of the amendment at^all. In 
fact, they have wasted the time of the House. The Leader of the Hyuse 



:30i PBIMABY EDUCATION BILL. [Tth Oct., 

.in his 'explanatory speech, made no reference anywhere to the fact that no 
.Muslim women were going to be nominated. In his statement there is no 
indication of that at all. The Bill-clause under discussion seeks to provide 
for two seats for women on the Board which did not exist before. Sir, we 
(do .’not support the principle of nomination; but when we find that there 
was no provision at all for ladies in a committee like this before, we feel 
inclined to support it. We all know that election to a committee of this 
kind by n large constituency is not only exi>ensive but that no lady who has 
any real interest in education would be willing to enter into a hazardous 
election simply for the privilege of advising the Government on its* policy 
•of rural primary education. I do not find any single instance the Opposition 
•could joint out where anybody who is interested in the educational develop- 
•ment of this province, would be willing to submit himself or herself to 
election by a popular electorate. 

In fact, in matters in relating to education, I think we should always 
Tesort to nomination and leave nomination to be made by the Government 
cf the day. There is absolutely no reason for the Opposition to fear that 
‘Oovernment are going to utilise these nominations for increasing their 
support in the province. After all the intention of Goverument is to see 
that primary education is made available to everybody and to all ' commu- 
nities. It may be that a lady from the Scheduled (Aistes community may 
‘be appointed; it may be that a lady from the Indian Christian community 
may be appointed, but there is no reason for my friend Mr. Hamidul Iluq 
Chowdhury to think that both the nominations will be given to the Hindus. 
It is obvious that nominations are given only to such communities who are 
not otherwise adecjiuitely represented, who are backward, who have not 
got a constituency from where they can come by election. 1 feel that by 
this amendment the Opposition has only tried to win cheap popularity for 
.themselves and T also feel that they have wasted tlie time of the House. 


:Mr. HUM AY UN KABIR: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I would like to 
draw your attention to the fact that the amendment which has been moved 
by the Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition is not very clear. Before I 
raise a point of order, 1 want to draw your attention to the fact that the 
amendment does not clearly state what exactly the Opposition wants. It 
says that two women, — one Hindu and one Muslim, — should be elected by 
i-he two women’s constituencies of the cities of Calcutta and Dacca. Are 
these jtonslituencies going to be separate, or are the cities of Dacca and 
Calcutfa to be imide into o|je constituency and then they should jointly elect 
two w^omen representatives? Or do they refer to the fact that members 
of the Legislature should constitute a women’s constituency? The way in 
which the amendment has been worded is very vague, and it is difficult to 
apprehend the sense which the honourable member has in mind. I take it 
that wluit hg w'ants is that the women’s constituencies for both Calcutta and 
Dacca for electing members to the Provincial Legislature should be merged 
into one* constituency and these two constituencies should elect two members 
to the Central Education Committee. Bu^ I suggest that the amendment as 
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worded does not convey that sense; it is not clear. I would ask you to have 
the amendment examined as it is vafriie. The House cannot express any 
opinion on such an amendment. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: But you can 

suggest an amendment. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; I Avould like to say 
only this much that I never said as a matter of fact that no Muhammadan 
woman would he appointed. What 1 said was this: tl.at we liave reserved 
two seats for women; l>oth may he given to Muhammadans. And circum- 
stances limy so arise that lioth may also he given to Hindus, and circumstances 
may still so arise that one should go to a Muhamnuuhin and the other to a 
Hindu. Circumstances again may not unnatimilly arise in which one seat 
may go to a Hindu and one to a Miihamniadan or (Uiristian. That is to say,, 
statesmanship demands that the rules should he elastic and that the rules 
regarding nominations may he adjusted according to the circumstances of 
each case. If one seat goes to a Muhammadan and the other goes tx> a 
Hindu .there will he no room for any Christian missionary or for a Scheduled 
Caste lady. Therefore, Government cannot take the narrow view of Ihe 
case as is enihodied in the amendment. As I have said, 1 oppose the? 
amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The (question before the House is that im 
clause 2 of the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942,. 
for suh-clause (7) the following he substituted, namely: — 

'‘(7) after clause (h) of sub-section (7) the following new clause shall 
be inserted, namely: — 

'(hh) Two women — one Hindu and one Muslim — to he elected by the 
Women Constituencies of the Provincial Legislative Assembly 
of the cities of Calcutta and Dacca’.’' 

A division was challenged with the following result: — 

AYE8~10. 

Ahmed, Mr. Mesbahuddin. 

Ahmed, Mr. Nur. 

Aziz, Khan 8ahib Abdul. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq. 

Hoeain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin. 

NOES— 17. 

Barua, Mr. 0. L. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Khorthed Alam. 

Cohan, Mr. D. 4 , 


Dae, Mr.« L. C. 

Jan, AlhadI Khan Bahadur ihalkh 
Mohd. 


Molla, Khan Sahib Subidali. 
Momin, Begum Hamida. 
Quasem, Khan Sahib Abul. 
Singh Roy, Sir BiJoy Praead. 
Talukdar, Dr. Kasiruddin. 
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Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

Karim, Tha Hon*bla Khan Bahadur M. 
Maitra, Ral Bahadur B. M. 

Mookerjaa, Mr. N. N. 

Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 


Ray, Mr. N. N. 

Roas, Mr. 4, B. 

Roy, Mr. A. D. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur R. B. 
Roy Chowdhury, Mr. B. K. 
Sanyal, Mr. 8. N. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. 
For the amendment — 10; against tho amendment — 17. 

Therfeore, Ihe amendment is lost. 


Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There is nothing before the House on 
which you may raise your point of order. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I refer to a thing which has already 
taken place in the House and my point of order is this 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, 
you move your amendment. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 of the 
Bill, for sub-clause (/), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(7) for clause (c) of sub-section ( 1 ), the following clause shall be 
substituted : — 

*(r) Seven members to be appointed by the Provincial Government, 
wdu) shall be directly interested in the advancement, manage- 
ment, and control of primary education as Secretary, teacher 
or benefactor of a ])rimary school or as educational expert, 
and ot wliom two shall be women, one being a Muslim and 
the other a Hindu, and two shall belong to the Scheduled 
('astes’.'’ 

Sir, J liave sought t<» embody the Government proposals in one clause 
which will ])e substituted for the present clause of the existing Act. 
Government want that there should be two women representatives and for 
this they ])ropose that there should be 7 nominated members instead of 5 as 
at present. Sir, Government want that these members should be appointed 
by (Government. 1 know that we Imve no iiihuehce over the Government 
and so our suggestion may not be accepted. Now, Sir, there is a phrase in 
the Government j)roposal, namely, two women “interested in educ>ation^’ 

I would like to draw your particular attention to this phrase. Sir, this is a 
very vague and indefinite phrase, almost without meaning. The words 
“interested in education” may be made to bear any meaning that the Govern- 
ment of the day imiy choo8e#to put upon it. Sir, today we are concerned with 
primary e<{ucation, a particular variety of education which is the lowest rung 
of thd ladder of education. So, Sir, in my amendment I tried to define 
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clearly what the phrase, * ‘interest in education,” so far as the purpose of the 
Act is concerned, should mean. I say, Sir, that these people who will be 
appointed should be interested in the advouc^-ment and maiiag'eiuent and 
control of primary education, which is the pur^wse of the Bengal Rural 
Primary Education Act. Therefore, every person who lias got to he appointed 
or nominated by Government, should satisfy that lie possesses these nuali- 
fications. I have sought to piovide that he should show his interest in rural 
primary education as Secretary or teacher or benefactor of a primary school 
or he should be an educational expert. It is, I believe, in this way that 
interest in primary education, with which we are concerned in the present 
Bill, should be shown. Therefore, I do not leave it to the sweet will of the 
Government to give whatever meaning it likes at different time to this 
phrase and appoint any one according as it suits the wnvenience of the 
Government. Now, my esteemed friend Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee 
•exhorted us to have faith in the Government in making the choi(‘e of these 
representatives and he asked us to leiive it to the Government and to trust 
the Government to ajt^iint suitable and competent representatives. My 
friend is speaking without his l)ooks, if 1 may respeidfully say so. T will 
say tliat an ounce of fact is worth a ton of theory. 1 will give two facts. 
Just now, — if my friend Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee will taki* tlie trouble 
of making an eiKpiiry, — he will find on the Governing Body of the David 
Hare Training (’ollege — the college which is entruslefl with the training of 
teachers who are graduates — on the (loverning Body of that institution he 
will find meml)(M-s nominated hy the Government who have no educational 
ijualificat ions wlmtsoever. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Who are they? 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: Well, for the s;ike of decency, if 1 m* will see 
me priv4itel\ 1 will whisjier the name for liis edifi(‘at ion. I say that if he 
will take the trouble of an en<|uiry he will find to his amazement and edifica- 
tion that Government has 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 would reijiiest you not tfi address 
members and to C'onfine your attention to the subject-matter. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: I am speaking on the subject. J will ask my 
friend to eiKjuire and he will find that at the present day on the Governing 
Body of the David Hare Training (’ollege there are re])resentatives, (diosen 
and nominated by Govei’ffment, who have got no educati^inal (jualificat ions 
and they are there to take part in discussions for which they do not po.ssess 
qualifications. The Government has done it. They have got to please 
eome of their supporters, and therefore choice has gone to these men. And, 
Sir, he will find, if he takes the trouble of enquiring, just now a com- 
mittee of selection is sitting at the Campbell Medical School to select 
candidates for admission, and he will find if he^qares to scrutinise 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order; is all that relevant P 
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Khan Sahib Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I am only commenting on 
the amazing performances of high personages of Government who were 
entrusted with the task of nominating suitable and proper persons. I know 
how nominations are made. My friend says that Government may be so 
trusted, and I am citing instances to show why Government cannot be 
trusted. I submit I am perfectly relevant, indeed as relevant as one can 
ever be. As I was saying, on the Selection Committee of the Campbell 
Medical School will be found persons .nominated who are quite innocent of 
education, and yet these are the persons who will select I.Sc.’s, B.A.’s, and 
Matriculate candidates for their fitness to receive medical training in this 
province 

MFi deputy PRESIDENT: Order, order. Is tliis not indirectly 
casting reflection on these persons? 

* 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Is it fair to the other 
members of the House that the honourable member aliould speak of matters 
about which other lionourable members have no knowledge? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: My friend says that in the 
matter of nomination Government may be trusted to do the right thing, 
and I have been citing instances to show that Government cannot be trusted 
to do the right and proper thing, and that in this matter Government will 
be only too readily guided by considerations which will have nothing to do 
with the Education Committee or Board; they will be guided by considera- 
tions of party advantage, of party i)atronage from the point of view of 
party interests and not at all from the point of view of education, pure 
and simple. I'lmt is why 1 have defined what sort of interest in primary 
educ4ition the persons to be apix)inted to tlie committee should give evidence 
of. That is why I provide “who shall be directly interested in the advance- 
ment, management, and control of primary education as secretary, teacher 
or benefactor of a primary school or as educational expert.” In this way 
they can show that they have an interest in primary education and that they 
are qualified to be chosen and appointed by Government to the Primary 
Education Committee. I need not make any speech on the proposal that 
out of the two women proposed, one should bo a Hindu and the other a 
Muslim, for in the previous speech I have already given my support to that 
proposition. 

But, Sir, there is another verbal change that I propose. When the 
main Act was enacted in the year 1930, the phrase used in regard to the 
Scheduled Castes community was Depressed Classes. But in the new Govern- 
ment of India Act of 1935, the technical expression that has been used 
is the “Scheduled Castes,” /.c., the castes that have been enumerated in 
a Schedule to the Government of India Act, and who have been given 
special importance and privilege in that Act itself. So I would submit that 
the expression “Depressed Class*’ is now quite antiquated and out of date 
and moreojver it is not, I .should say, quite a happy phrase. I think, there- 
fore, that the “Scheduled Castes community” is the proper phraseology to 
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use and not the ^‘Depressed Class. The expreswsion hurts the dignity and 
self-respect of my fellow-brethren of the Scheduled Castes, and I have,, 
therefore, suggested that the words he rej)laced by Ihe apju’opriate expres- 
sion. I also find that the Government have- realised the necessity for this 
change, for it will be found that in sub-section (fJ) of clause 3 of the present 
amending Bill, as passed by the Assembly, tlie Govenimeni liave used the 
words “Scheduled Castes'' instead of the words “I)e])ressed Classes." 
Therefore, if the (Toveninient have not .shut tlie doors of their minds 
against light to come in, they should, at least for the sake of consistency 
and uniformity, accept the amendment I have moved. This will make the 
expression in the Bill uniform. Government may be determined to pass 
the Bill as it has emerged from the Assembly, and they can easily do so- 
because they have got a majority — but so doing they will leave an 
anomaly in the Act itself which will mar the drafting of the Act. In 
ihis vmw, namely, that since the Government have \ised the words in the 
Bill itself, I submit that at least for the sake of uniformity ami consistency 
they should accept my amendment. “Depressed ('lasses” is abscdiitely 
antiquated. The expiession “Depressed (^lass” is inadequate, out of date 
and should no longer be used. To sum up, in my amendment I have 
accepted the Government’s proposal of nomination. 1 have allowed 
Government to retain th(‘ j)ower of nomination. But J have tried to clear 
the vague term “women interested in education.” Another thing I have 
suggested is that the i»hrase “Scheduled (kistes” l>i‘ substituted for 
“Depressed Class," as pro]K)sed in another section of this amending Bill 
itself. I hope that Government will see the wisdom of acce])ting my amend- 
ment and make tlie language uniform throughout. 


Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Amendment moved: that in clause 2 of 
the Bill, for sub-clause (7) the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(7) for clause (c) of sub-section (7), the following clause shall bo 
substituted : — 

“(c) Seven members to be appointed by the Provincial Government, 
who shall be directly interested in the advancement, manage- 
ment, and control of primary education as Seenstary, teacher 
or benefactor of a primary school or as educational expert, 
and of whom two shall be women, one being a Muslim and 
the other a Hindu, and two shall belong to the Scheduled 
Castes’." 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; Sir, consistency is the bugbear of foola 
and so I find Khan Sahib AbuD Qua.sem is not consistent. A similar 
amendment stood in the name of Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain and theism when he suggested that two women should be members of 
the Central Committee, he suggested also that they should be elected. When 
that motion came before the House for discussion, ray friend Khan Sahib 
Abul Quasem was very eloquent in his speech falling foul of Dr. Sbyama 
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Prasad Mookerjee and Mr. Fazlul Huq and vehemently pressing for election 
by all means and with all force. By his own amendment, he is now 
advocating nomination, pure and simple. Can somersault be more complete P 
Whereas Government is content with five persons of whom two will be women 
and two from the depressed classes, my friend Khan Sahib Abul Quasem has 
gone a step further and asks for seven members to be nominated of whom 
two shall be women, one being a Muslim and the other a Hindu, and two 
shall belong to the Scheduled Castes. He is restricting nomination to certain 
classes of persons. He has no objection to the nomination of two women and 
two Scheduled Caste members. He i)ractically accepts Government pr6posal, 
the only difference being that in his zeal for nomination he increases the 
number to seven. He wants to satisfy himself that of the two women 
representatives, one is a Muslim and another a Hindu. To that, a clear 
answer was given by the Hon’ble Leader of the House when replying to the 
amendment of my friend Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain tha< 
the Government should be trusted to make the best use of the provision — 
that both the nominations may go to Muslim or to Hindu, or there may be 
one Muslim and one Christian or one Muslim and one Scheduled Caste. 
The field is wide enough and the choice must be left to Government. That 
is, Sir, quite reasonable. 

Then, Sir, with respect to the other point, namely, increasing the 
number from five to seven. That is a pro])osiiion which need not be 
discussed, for nomination is not a very desirable j)rop()sition. It is quite 
unnecessary to increase the number of members by nomination. 


Witli these words, I o])j)ose the amendment. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, Government in 
their wisdom have decided not to accept this amendment. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Tlie question before the House is that 
clause 2 of the Bill, for sub-clause (7) the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

‘*(7) for clause (c) of sub-section (7), the following clause shall be 
substituted : — 

‘(c) Seven members to be appointed by th? Provincial Government, 
w^ho shall be directly interested in the advancement, manage- 
ment, and control of primary edu(*ation as secretary, teacher 
or benefactor of a primai^^ school or as educational expert, 
and of whom two shall be women, one being a Muslim and 
the other a Hindu, and two shall belong to*' the Scheduled 
Castes.’ ” 


(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Mr. NUR AHMED. Sir, I beg to move that for sub-clause (7) of clause 
2 of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

(/) for clause (c) of sub-sectioii (1\, the following shall be substituted, 
namely : — 

(c) five members to be appointed by llie Provincial Government, of 
whom one shall be the representative of the Scheduled Caste, 
one Hindu woman, one European, one Moslem woman and 
one Moslem inieresfed in i)rimary education.’ ” 

Sir, 1 think thi'i amendment is a ver\ reasonable one and at the same 
time most important. Sir, on going through the section which deals with 
the constitution of the Central Committee, we find that there will be H> 
members of whom one will be the Director of Piildie Instnu’tion, v.r-officio; 
^10 members elected by the District School Hoaiils, each Division sending 
two members, one Hindu and one Mu slim. ’rii(‘n sub-section (c) says “out 
of 7 members o members will be a]>]K)inted by (iovernuKUit including the 
2 depressed classes’". As the present constitution stands, ilier(‘ is an over- 
whelming majority of elected members in th(‘ committee* but if tin* ])rovi- 
sion of this bill-clause is a(‘ce])ted, that will be* altered. Tluue will be 8 
nominated members as against H) elected. This is om* imj)ortant ]>oint. 
There is another j)oint. It is a fact that Muslims foini the* majority in 
Bengal and that due to th(‘ir backwardness th(‘> an* more int(*i'(*sted in 
primary education. From the* latest e'cnsus re*i)ort it a]>j)ears that only 
d ])er cent, ot Muslim te*males are edue-ated and about JO per cent, ot Muslim 
males. So it is necessar.v that Muslims should be* ])re»perl\ re*prese*nt(*d on 
the Central Committee whieh will ])ractically contred the* ))rimarv educa- 
tion in Bengal. Sir, we tind that in the (h*nlral Committ(*e, as constituted 
under sectie)]j 4 ot the existing Ae*t, Muslims weie* in a hoi)e](‘ss minority. 
There were only o Muslim members as against 7 Jlindus. T elo not want 
to cast any reflection on file* great Hindu eeemtnunity but in ]»ra(‘ti(*e we 
have found that lhe*y are* not so vco’v enthusiast ie* about the* e*ducation of 
the Muslim e*ommunity. Sir, that injustie*e was deme to the Muslim 
community by a Ia‘gisbjture in whieh the Muslim^ we*re‘ ho])ele*ssly iii a 
minority. Now, tlie jeivsent Government has eoiue* forward with this jueeposal 
to make that jne([uity more* im^(juitou>. Sir, it i^ kuiowu to all that as a 
result of the Lucknow' Pact Muslims were* ])laee‘d in a minority in the* edd 
Legislative (\)une*il and that Lucknow pact was aeeejded by the* present 
Chief Minister of Bengal. He was the representative of Bengal to the 
Conference which ])rodU(*^l that Pact and in sj)it(* of veliement protests he 
accepted it and tlie result was tliat Mu.slims were placed in a hojxdess 
minority in the old Legislature. Sir, hope was held out then that this 
injustice will be made up f(>r by the Provincial Legislature at wdiose bauds 
the will get their due sliare. But, unfortunately, (Government lias 

come forward w’ith a proposal wliich, I think, will make the Muslim majority 
very insignificant. Sir, from my ])er.sonal exj>enence I can say, that the 
attitude of the other community with regard to primary education M Muslim 
boys and girls is hostile. In 8Upj)ort of this I can cite the instance df the 
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Chittagong Municipality. The Chittagong Municipality very succes^ully 
introduc>ed primary education for boys and girls, including Muslim 
girls. A liazardous ex])eriment was made there and proved to be 
successftll. What was the attitude of a section of educated Hindu and 
European community? They were always hostile towards the scheme which 
was commended in high terms by the Government. When the Muni- 
cipality was superseded, the first acd. of the Special Officer was to dismiss 
all the teachers and mistresses of the primary schools. Their number was 
250. What is the reason? The reason is that as Muslim boys and girls 
were being benefited, they should be deprived of that. Indeed, there was 
an agitation to this effect. Now some of the schools from which the 
teachers were dismissed without any reason have again been opened with 
new teachers, majority of whom come from the other community. AVith this 
examj)le before the House, I hope my ])roi)osal will he sym])athetically 
considered by the House. My i)roposal is reasonable, as 1 am against anyi- 
increase in the number of the nominated members. I have })roj)osed that 
there will be one depressed (dass representative, one Hindu, one European 
and two Muslims. It is a reasonable proposal and* T think the Hon’ble 
Minister will accept it. It will serve tht‘ purpose of providing for 
representatives of women the Scheduled (Pistes on the (Vntral Committee. 
There may be an objection that 1 have reduced the number oi members of 
the Scheduled (’astes. ]lut 1 shall give my own reasoning therefor. The 
Scheduled Castes really do not deserve two members, for I hope the Hindu 
and even the Muliammadan members would be sym])athetic towards their 
legitimate interests. Therefore, one member will do for them. T have also 
provided tliat tme Hindu woman should be repr(‘sented on the (‘ommittee. 

With these words, J commend my amendment to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : that for sub-clause 
( 1 ) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(/) for clause (c) of sub-section (7) the following shall be substituted, 
namely : — 

‘(c) five members to be appointed by the Provincial Government, of 
whom one shall be the representative of the Scheduled Caste, 
one Hindu woman, one European, one Moslem woman and 
one Moslem interested in primary education.’ ” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Deputy Sresident, Sir, I regret I 
have got to (Oppose the amendment. Sir, Mr. Hamidul Huq Chow'dhury asks 
me why 1 regret. I regret to opjiose the motion, because Mr. Nur Ahmed 
happens to be the only member from the Opposition who moves motions which 
are generally found to be reasonable. But in the present ease, I find his 
amendment thoroughly unreasonable. He has provided for a seat being 
given to a European. Bu^, Sir^ he has given no reason why in the Act 
which is k) regulate the j)riniary education in the rural areas, there should 
be a European at all. There is absolutely no reason why there should be a 
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European on the Central Primary Education Committee. Sir, Mr. Nur 
Ahmed's motion is unreasonable not only from this point of view. In his 
anxiety to put in a European, he has reduced tlie membership of the 
Scheduled Ca-stes from two to one. I strong:ly liold tliat there should be two 
representatives of the Scheduled Castes on the (‘ommiitee. SiV, even Khan 
Sahib Abul Quasem was careful enough to say that the number of 
the Scheduled Castes membership should not come down to below two. 
Mr. Nur Ahmed here has not only reduced the number from the Scheduled 
Castes but he has given representation to Europeans at the cost ot this 
•community. Not only this, Sir. He has been very unkind to the Caste 
Hindus. He luus distributed the five seats among tlie ct)mmnnit ii‘s but he 
has ex(‘luded tlie caste Hindus from membership of the committee. Tliat is 
wlr\% Sir, I say that for once my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed’s amendment appears 
to be very unreasonable. 

Tlien, there is another matter with regard to wliich I would make some 
observation. Nomination is generally meant for protecting the interests of 
any minority community or of any special interest, but it api)ears that 
Mr. Nur Ahmed is very anxious to get nomination for tlie major community 
in Bengal who normally should not need any safeguarding at all. He 
should not worry. Tlieir interests are in tb(‘ safe keeping of the members 
of the Cabinet as well as of the Chief Minister who is hiniscdf a good 
Mussalinan. With th(‘se words, 1 op])os(> tin' motion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 1 whole- 
heartedly support the ainejidmenl niovi'd by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
He has so framed his amendment that the objec t underlying this amending 
Bill has been achieved without increasing the number of nomination. The 
existing Act provides already for 0 nominated seats and this is now j>n)j)os(*d 
to be increased to 7. According to this amendment of Mr. Nur Ahmed five 
members are to be a])iK)inted by (lovernnnmt, of whom two would go to 
women, one Muslim and one Jlindii: and of the two otln'rs, one goes to' 
Sclieduled Castes and one to Europeans and the other to a Mu.slim interested 
in iirimary education. T think it is a very good amendment. Without 
increasing the number of nomination, it sati.sfies the real object of the Bill. 
So, I whole-heartedly sujiport the amendment. 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: May T draw your attention that 
the time is up; are we going to sit longer today P May I also know if the 
House is going to be adgouned till tomorrow? If so, may I jmini out that 
most of the honourable members of the Hindu community would like* to go 
home for the Pujas 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Muslims are also anxious to go home. 

Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: All right, Sir, in thi^ case then 
there is no communal difference. Here we are sailing in the same boat. 
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Probatbly it is the desire of all sections of the House that the House s]j^uld 
adjourn today and should not meet tomorrow. May I appeal to the Leader 
of the House? I hope he will agree to the suggestion that the House should 

adjourn today. 

% 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Will the Hon’ble Leader of the House 
state when the House might meet next and what will he the business? 

The Hon’ble Khan Baharfur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 have already 
acceded to the request of botli my Muslim and Hindu friends in this House, 
We are all anxious to get away from Calcutta on account of the Id and the 
Pujas. As a matter of fact, I should like that the House should adjourn 
today till about the 28th October or 2nd November. 


Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 propose tluit the next sitting 
be held on the 2nd November. 


The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: All right 1 agree to 
that. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As the Houses is going tl> be adjourned 
tor a long time, will it not b(‘ convenient if the consideration ol tlie clauses 
of this Rill is disf)osed of Ixd'ore the House is adjourntMl for the Pifjd recess? 


" Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY; Sir, the time is up and it would 
bt‘ very difficult for us to continue longer in thes(‘ days of Pnw::(in. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Let us adjourn the House now, Sir. 


Select Committee Report on the Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) 

Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, L beg to m<»vi‘ that the date for the submission . 
ol' the iv])ori (d' the Sele(*l (\numittee a])pointed ^o eonsider the Bengal 
Public (lamblitig (Amendment) Bill. 1940, be extended up to 31st December, 
1942. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the date for .the 
submission of the re])ort of the Select Cominiltee appointed to consider the 
Bengal Public Gambling (A/nendment) Bill, 1940, be extended up to Slat 
December, <942. 
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The question before the House is that the date for the submission of the 
report of the Select Committee appointed to consider the Bengal Public 
Gambling ^\mendmeiit) Bill, 1940, be extended up to dlst December, 1942. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2-15 
p.m. on Monday, the 2nd November, 1942. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the 2nd 
November, 1942. 
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Mambers Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 7th 
October, 1942: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

<2) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(d) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

*(4) Itai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(6) liai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(6) Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Bezzaqual Haider C’howdhury. 

(8) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(9) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(10) Mrs. Kn DHiozario. 

(11) Mr. K. "k, Dutta. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Ksniail. 

(Id) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(14) Mr. K. (loswami. 

(15) Mr. Moliamed Hossain. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asat' Klian. 

(17) Maulana Muluunmad Akram Khan. 

(18) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(19) Sir T. Lamb. 

(20) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(21) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Rahainan. 

(22) Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

(23) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(24) Rai Sahib J. M. Sen, 
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The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 2nd November, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., 
being the twelfth day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to 
section 62(2)(a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhuet) was 
in the Chair. 


Announcement about the demise of the Hon’ble Mr. 8. 0. Mitra, President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: May I request the honourable members 
to rise in their places ? 

(Honourable members rose.) 

The Council ineet.s lo-day under the shadow of a great calamity. I 
have to perform the very painful and melancholy duty of informing the 
honourable members that our beloved President expired on Tuesday, the 
27th October last, at 7-30 p.m. A life full of devoted public service, which 
will undoubtedly be remembered and emulated by his countrymen, has 
thus been prematurely brought to a close. Thank you. Gentlemen. 

(Honourable members then resumed their seats.) 

The business of the House is .suspended and the office will remain closed 
for the rest of the day as a mark of respect to the memory of the illustrious 
deceased. The Flag of the Council will remain half-masted. I adjourn the 
House till 2-15 p.m. to-morrow when there will be no other business save 
and except the obituary reference. 


Adjoummcnt 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 3rd 

November, 19^. 
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Mtnibiri Alisent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 2nd 
November, 1942: — 

(1) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(2) Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. L. C. Das. 

(6) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(6) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(7) Mrs. K. D*Rozario. 

(8) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(9) Ehan Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(10) Mr. K. L. Goswami. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Khan. 

(12) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(13) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(14) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(16) Dr. K, S. Ray. 
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The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of Iho Legislative Build- 
ing, Caleutta, on Tuesday, the -Jrd Noveniher, 1!)42, at 2-]^) p.m., being the 
thirteenth day of tlie Second Session of 1942, ]>ursuant to seci ion 02 (2) (a) 
of the (Tovernment of India Act, 19di3. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Aju>n. Hamij) Ciiowdhuiiy) was 
in the Chair. 


Condolence Resolution on the demise of the Hon’ble Mr. 8. C. Mitra. 

The. Hon’ble« Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, T beg to move the following mournful resolution: — 

“This Council do place uj)on record an expression of its d(‘ep sense of 
sorr(»w at Ibe sad demise of the llon’ble Mr. S. C. Mitra, the 
first elected President of this Council, and of its heart-felt 
sympathy with the members of the bereaved family in their 
grievous loss.’^ 

Sir, little did I dream that I should live to sec Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
Mitra pass away so unexpectedly and that 1 should have to move an 
obituary resolution in that connection. He was junior to me by 13 years. 
I had known his father too, a member of the Noakhali Bar, who was well- 
known for his sterling worth. I had been watching the career of 
Satyendra Chandra from the time of the Bengal Partition agitation ; but I 
made his close personal acquaintance in Delhi in 1920 when I wt*nt there 
as a member of the Council of State. He was an important political figure 
of all-India fame from 1920 to 1930. His integrity, his straightforwardness, 
his honesty and his deep patriotism brought us closer together in spite of 
our difPerent political alignments, and we came to respect each other’s 
points of view. I had kyown Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra very well and 
so on the date of his election as the President of the Bengal Legislative 
Council I had no hesitation in declaring on the floor of this House my 
personal conviction that he would adorn the exalted Chair. I believe 
I voice the unanimous opinion of the House when I say today that 
Satyendra Chajadra did enhance the dignity of the Chair and had 
remarkably succeeded in maintaining the prestige of the House and in 
securing the rights of individual members by Ms fair and impartial treat- 
ment towards the members of all sections of the House. He was no re|i)ector 
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of persons or parties. His knowledge of the rules and regulations, consti- 
tutions and parliamentary practice not only of Great Britain but of the 
Colonies which he had studiously cultivated and inspired as he was by the 
weighty rulings of Whyte and Patel, Presidents of the Central Legislature, 
made him an ideal President of the Bengal Legislative Council. As a staunch 
Congress politician he succeeded in harmonising the Congress and the bureau- 
cracy, the progressive and unprogressive elements together — a very difficult 
and delicate task, — which, it must be admitted, was possible only for a man 
of Satyendra’s calibre. I think that the void created in this Hon’ble 
House by his untimely death will not be filled up soon. Indeed, the House 
will stand widowed for many years to come. The sudden demise of a 
President like him is like a bolt from the blue. The Bengal Council is the 
poorest today by his death, and we, the members of the Legislature, have 
been bereaved of an honourable friend. We offer our deepest condolences 
to the widow and the only daughter of our beloved President. May his 
soul rest in peace ! 

With these words, I commend my resolution to the acceptance of the 
House. 


DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Resolution moved: that this Council do 
place on record an expression of its deep sense of sorrow at the sad demise 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra, the first elected President 
of this Council, and of its heart-felt sympathy with the members of the 
bereaved family in their grievous loss. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, I rise to support the resolution on behalf of the Party to 
which 1 have the honour to belong. Sir, I associate myself whole-heartedly 
with all that has fallen from the lips of the Hon’ble the Leader of the 
House. Sir, it was a great shock to us to know that our President had 
passed away so suddenly. He had been in failing health for a pretty long 
time, but we never thought that his end was so near. The Hon’ble the 
Leader of the House has already enumerated all the qualities of head and 
heart with which our President was endowed, and I have very little to add 
to what he has said. He waa not only an ideal President but in the earlier 
part of his life he had shown what a real patriot he was. For the sake of 
his country he had cheerfully suffered persecution. He had endeared 
himself to all sections of the people, although^ there might have been 
difference of opinion with him regarding political issues. As the first 
elected President of the Upper House of the Bengal Legislature, he will 
long be remembered by the people of Bengal, and we feel that the gap 
which has been created by his death may not be filled for a long time. 

With these few words, I whole-heartedly support the resolution which 
has just been moved by th3 Hon’ble Leader of the House not only on my 
behalf but on behalf of the Party to which I have the honour to belong. 
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Mr. -J. B. ROSS: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I rise' to support the 
motion now before the Hou^e. I desire most earnestly to associate the 
European Party with everything which the Leader of the House has said 
in paying his tribute to our late revered President. On a melancholy occa- 
sion like this I feel that words cannot adequately express the depth of our 
regret and , sympathy. Although frail in stature and by no means in robust 
health, the late Hon’ble Mr. Mitra was a dominating personality in this 
Council and his untimely death at 54 years of age, one might almost say 
in his prime, is a disastrous loss to us. 

Endowed with a wide breadth of vision and a charming, courteous and 
tactful personality, he made it his business to cultivate the acquaintance of 
every member of this Council and every one of us without exception regarded 
him as a personal friend. A man of deep conviction, he suffered severely 
but cheerfully to maintain his political opinions and his greatness of 
ttharacter was, therefore, all the more emphasised when, in answer to the 
call of duty he presided over the Bengal Ijegislative Council since its 
inception in 1937 with outstanding fairness and impartiality, ever ready to 
right a wrong, fearless in his condemnation of injustice or unfair tactics 
and yet invariably ready to make the awetuJe honourahley if he felt nt any 
time thfit he had caused offence to any member. 

His rulings were lucid and erudite and throughout the period in which 
we had the honour to w'atch him preside over the ])roceedings of this 
Council, he displayed a profound knowledge and grasp of i)arliamentury 
practice which was a matter of great satisfaciion to every member of this 
House. 

Each of us in this Party looked upon him as a personal friend and in 
fact we learned to love him not a little. He was truly a great man and 
we look upon his sad demise as having brought about an incalculable loss 
to this Council and to each of us personally. 

Although he has passed on, his memory will remain eternal within this 
Chamber, deeply respected and cherished. 

The European Party desires to express its deepest sympathy with his 
widow and family in their great loss. May God rest his soul I 

R^ia Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur: 

With a heavy heart. Sir, I beg to associate myself with what has been said 
by the Leader of the House in offering our tributti of respect to the memory 
of ’ the late Hon’ble Mr. C. Mitra, President of this Council, lie had 
been ailing for some time, but we never thought that his end was so near. 
Mr. Mitra was an outstanding political figure in this province, and rose to 
eminence by dint of sheer merit. He had a long and meritorious record 
of sacrifice and sufferings in the cause of his country to his credit. As the 
elected President of the Council, he had earned considerable reputation and 
won the confidence, esteem and love of all sections of this House. As 
Mr. Ross, the Leader of the European Party, has^justly said, he was a friend 
of all. He was well-known for his quick decisions which always displayed 
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a sound grasp of parliamentary technique and procedure. As the custodian 
of the rights and privileges of this House, he discharged the functions of the 
President with conspicuous success and his untimely death is a distinct loss 
to the province as a whole. I offer on behalf of my Party sincere 
condolences to the members of the bereaved family. It is a misfortune; 
indeed, that so promising a career has come to such a premature end. May 
his soul rest in peace! 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the loss sustained by 
this Council and by the country at large on the death of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mitra is keenly felt by all of us; hut to me. Sir, this loss comes as 
an essentially personal one. I knew the late lamented President from the 
time when he joined the Calcutta High Court and since then I claim to have 
had his friendship till the last day of liis life. Just two months ago, I 
met him suffering from very poor healfh. On that occasion he told me thai^ 
for some time i)ast he was having a presentiment that his days were 
numbered. Sir, as a public man and as a patriot, he was knowm to be 
sincere in his convictions and firm in uplndding what he tliought to be 
right. Here in this Legislative Chamber we found our late President 
extremely jealous of the rights and privileges of ibis House and tenacious 
in his endeavours to uphold his decisions without caring whether he 
favoured one Party the other Party thereby. I confess that the 
rigidity with which the late President discharged his duty sometimes put 
the members of the Government to an awkward position. But nevertheless 
we did realise that, whatever his decisions may have been, there was sincerity 
and honestly^ behind the opinion which he held and propounded. In 
these days when there is so much camouflaging in everything — whether 
political, social, or otherwise — it was a great consolation to us to find that 
sincere patriots like Satyendra Chandra had not become rare. In the late 
Mr. Mitra we had an example of that sturdy champion of popular rights of 
which Bengal has reason to be well proud. We knew that he was in very weak 
health. In the beginning of this session when he w’as attending the meetings 
of the (buncil, we found that he was not in a fit state of health to discharge 
his duties but still he struggled against his own physical diflficulties and 
came forward — much to our loss — to discharge his onerous duties. There 
can be no doubt. Sir, that the memory’ of such a man will not only live with 
us, but will be handed down to posterity as a pattern and an example for 
others to follow. As I said, Sir, I was closely associated with him for 
nearly 30 years. I always used to admire him for his sterling character 
and for his genuine patriotism. We had beenr very good friends. His 
end came so shockingly and suddenly that I cannot say how we will 
recover from the blow. He has now gone to the life eternal. We all 
pray that God Almighty may rest his soul in peace ! 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, on 
my behalf and on behalf of my Party, I offer sincere condolences, at the 
untimely, death of our belBved President, to the members of his bereaved 
family. I whole-heartedly support the resolution moved by the Hon’ble 
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lioader of tie House. We had had numerous occasions during the last 
few years to come in close contact with the late Hon’ble President for dis- 
cussing many questions relating to our work in the Council, and I can 
unhesitatingly say that he was the best President that the Council has ever 
*had in this province. We all deeply mourn his loss. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Mr. Deputy President, Sir, with 
a heavy heart I rise to associate myself with the resolution that has been 
so ably moved by the Hon’ble Leader of the House. The news of the 
demise of the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra came to us with 
tragic suddenness. He had been in a poor state of health for a long time, 
but little did we apprehend that his end was so near. ^ As a I/eader of 
this House I had opportunity of coining into close contact with the 
•Hon’ble President and I can testify to his anxiety to guard the 
rights and privileges of this House. In fact, he contributed by his 
rulings largely to the usefulness and prestige of the Second Chamber 
in this province, and I am sure his memory will go down to posterity 
as of one -who diretly helped the development of parliamentary institutions 
in this country. May his soul rest in peace ! 

I hope and trust that this House will cherish his memory with affection 
and gratitude and will take necessary steps to perpetuate the same. 


Maulana MUHAMMAD AKRUM KHAN : 

'Sfff5r Constitutional law 1 

'srw? %5n ^1 ncv 

CT ^ #1^ C'5fPr5#pji, (TT^ 

colOF ’TTSWROT 'srm? vff%w i srptm T cy ffr OT 

new nnwd cnfntrs »fff% cn fnenwv 

cn 'Sin %5n camouflage %5n m I 'sfcw wifn CTT:sff| ; 

S’Pl'f f^cnen 'sm nfnw 'ntfn i 'ntfn IV entnen m spi 

yatn ntn ^ 'nPrln ^ ent 1 cn fra 'a 
ftjin-nsnm enn 'smn cn^ to 

'ntfn tr'>tn enPr nc^sr^racw 1 tsiirvrsr c<4ew, 'ntfir tstew fnntff (wr^fg, ^Mor 
CTCstf?, ^<f7tf%wistn 'stiwiMitt cnenf^, fwnn nenr cnenf^, 'tin; Swr- 

f?S w’ff tocna cffcnf?! crcnfw — n*ff«r tof c«lcw 

%fiP5 cwincs ntenfn tor 'strw ’wurt" c<iz^ l^ps c^ws ntenfn i - 

^ ^ (;n»ri ^ entnes sto 1 ^ new 'npitn %r nc ton <iin^ ’Jn 

<r«ln I ^meftwn®?! ntonn< ^ wni cn 'wstn, ct 'nnrs' ennni 'w^sn cwtoH, 
— <fintcn ^ nrfe 'nMnim nn entente "ntnntenn wie? wtfn 'cntnfl, 
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(TfsTC^— 'Sfif ’PTO ’arsC^RT ^ <3^ ^'*h • 

»ttf%— ’rc5W5car?f ’ff^sROT ^ti:Rn ot 'arWii ^sr ^ i 

(S’R >10aidfl>CaRI Wt-stPlCT? ’tw C^JJ "artf^ ^ C^ t Ml^ , 

'afirsffRi (?rfc^, c>\ ^ uhpri 'Sftf5r c^rt^ i 1%^ 

(?jt '^sitMtiT At %sn, CT “tfecw C’tRf f%f% C’T^'tl ^iT't C^tiTCoJ? 

^ c^srffsipr ^csra'^at^, ■a^pfic^ fts, ■if^iRra’ c«lr^ cguli 

c^Prw ctnr'ft^ nsrir^ -iiaR <4^ anrfc^'TRi o?t^^ arPraRR 's^wi 

art;sTtC<fC'fiJ ?rT® ^ '*l«l<6lc'^ 

’tj'f C^^( ^5 >t5taft^ *lt#w WRTCVi ’tlilRl I 'Srt’Rt?! 

'!TtW <4aftR aFf^CSRT CtTPrc®-^ fUPTR ^ ^ 'Stt^aiRtat 'Q <tRr?fSp5nr 

splRi (RPiRc^, '!Tprt? ^ (71^ '^arr ct fra ^iPrl? fraW 

■^'lln (71^ fV^ 'il^'fel ^*<0 '^tf^ T5> C4HC<1 I ar5t’ff%’tCF‘ 

^5H li>(.'(n apinf c^lHI (.<“!(. Ht f^ C^tt^ a^fftOR >3aFfel '^f«t<(l^ CffCTf^ I 

f^'S aiC'iiliffbJff ^tif “St'S 5?I <‘tI'S?1‘5(.m tpitaf (TT ’ll mm Mpt 

Carf'SfT 7?, arff arf^ Cn 7^, ^sratTST CtjIarC'EJ'^ 

^arsprtCaiiT an ?n ^arffprta? C^rftc'iSC'frM 'arffCT fP'W f%| 

ariWa ar?) an I 

art^ anTTiii % nra artC^TfSaTI f%f^ asTrsTtrirf^ apjisf #rR-ar<t‘t»rfaT art^^ 

f|C5R I OT era rai f^U C5-fC5T^ aTt5C>^^ (TT W 7?f \51 artfn ra ^^afeaf | 

ar?'^ 4 ^ C!^ airtC!? ; asrpit^ vfara# afl^f^iTfan ait*f 

crac^— c^fg c^tm — 

55rfe%; 55if^^ ^^rsr^fR 

55Tf55rR'<f5 aff '5 affMan n | 

arpr^l era >iiafteaT ear aprear^ C^turfl — ^arpilw^ farf%^ anqa?i^«t 

ear ar^^raj — ^!M5 ^stpft^ iff, f^»jtar errcB^ arj^Tw^sR fra a^ <<iarr 

rstar '^fra? asniR";:^ ratff wfifo e^ atrai anf? f^uar ^ arcoj5- 
Rra ar^ eaFte^ ear true's ra ^Nar anvf'^ ilt? apg^ cnatear ear carRre^ 

<ra 'alil^ arfi=t artaf"^ I 

Mr, K, C, ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I also associate myself with the 
resolution before the House. On behalf of the Indian Federation of Labour 
and as a personal friend of Satyen Rabu — becaus'e that is the name with 
which we used to call him — I wish to express our sorrow at the premature 
passing away of our late Hou*hle President. By his innate goodness and 
courtesy Satyen Babu endeared himself to all sections of this House. He 
was a sincere champion of the working-class people. He joined the labour 
movement in 1936 or 1937 and was so popular that he was'* nominated by 
the Railway Workers’ Tratje Union to contest the Railway Workers’ Seat 
in the Assembly. He was also nominated by the Bengal Trade Unions 
Federation and contested the Coal Miners’ Seat from the Burdwan district 
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Ever since his election as President of this Council, I saw almost daily 
scores of unemployed youths seeking his recommendation for jobs, and I 
believe, he found work for scores of them either in the Calcutta Corporation, 
or in the Calcutta University or under the Government, or in the mercantile 
firms. He presided over the Labour Conference at Kankinarah in 1938 
opened by the then Labour Minister Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy and his thought- 
povoking address on that occasion appealed to thousands of Hindu and 
Muslim mill-hands who gave him ovation. 

His rulings from the Chair were admired throughout India. In fact, 
just a few weeks back when I was at Almora, I met Dr. Kailasli Nath 
Katju, a leading Congressman and ex-Minister and a distinguished advocate 
of Allahabad. He told me that he took great interest in reading Mr. Mitra’s 
ruilngs which were published from time to time in the United Provinces 
papers and actually compared him with the great Speakers of Parliaments 
outside India. Sir, the late Mr. Mitra defended bicameralism as an 
axiom of political science and his researches into the o/igin and functions 
of Second Chambers all over the world 'were indeed nmiarkable. Ilis 
Report in 1940 on the working of the Bengal Legislative Council and the 
administration of the Council l>epartment is a memorable document. He 
gave convincing facts and figures in that Report to prove that Parliamentary 
Democracy based on Party politics and rule of the majority was 
likely to prove positively harmful without a revising Second Chamber. 
He demolislied the pet theory of the (^ongress ]ead(‘rs that the Upper House 
w'as an undemocratic body and not good for the country. Here 1 may (piote 
his own words — his memorable words — in defence of the Upper House: 
“The case for a Second Chamber in Bengal wmuld appear to be ovor- 
■vvhelming indeed ; wdiat wnth the existence of two major communities with 
sharply-defined interests and ideologies strugglin^f for power and ])osition 
and also the presence of influential vested interests represtmted by the 
landed aristocracy and the mercantile communities clamouring for s})ecial 
protection etc.” 

Whenever I called on liim I found him immersed in the study of consti- 
tutional laws and ruling of the Speakers of foreign and British liOgisla- 
tures outside India. He worked very hard indeed for the improvement of 
the administrative machinery of this House and for adequate personnel for 
the Council Department. He fought, as you all know, consistently for a 
separate Council House and for establishing joint control over the Library 
of the Legislature. Apart from his intellectual greatness, his selfless 
patriotism and his sacrifices for his motherland, he was intern sely religious, 
as has been so well alluded to by Maulana Akrum Khan in his speech. He 
was well versed in the Vedas, the Upanishads and in the Bhagabat Gita. 
In fact, he took charge, to my knowledge, of the “Geeta Classes’^ in Russa 
Road when he was a member of the old Legislative Council. 

I 'still preserve as a memento the letter which he wrote to me about 
three months back at Almora, in which he reqiuested me to secure a house 
for him in Almora. He preferred this holy place to Mussoorie, Jlarjeeling 
or Kalimpong, from which places offers for a house came to him. His 
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next desire was to be on the banks of the Ganges in Benares — a fact wbicb 
shows as if he had a sort of premonition that he would depart for the next 
world at holy Benares. But fate decided that he would breathe his last 
elsewhere. He travelled to Narayanganj on that cyclonic day, the seventh 
day of the Pujas, by train and steamer and his hurried return to Calcutta 
must have involved too great a strain on him. We pray for the soul of 
this deceased patriot and hope that God Almighty will give his widow and 
his only daughter and other members of his family consolation. May God 
grant his soul eternal peace ! 

Mr. 8AGHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Sir, we assemble today 
under the shadow of a great calamity. Since we met last we have lost 
the Hon^ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra, our distinguished President. 
Sir, I have never before taken anything but a silent part in obituary refer- 
ences, but the blow this time is too severe to be borne in silence. The 
sad demise of the Hon’ble Mr. Mitra removes an outstanding personality 
from the field of Indian politics. I had the privilege of working on his 
behalf when he offered himself for election to the Central Legislature from 
the Rajshahi Division and I had the good fortune to listen to his speeches 
regarding police excess at Chittagong about that time. It is well-known 
that the cause of detenus and political sufferers of Bengal had in him an 
indefatigable champion who fought relentlessly in securing relief for 
them. 

As a public man, the late Mr. Mitra was a brave leader. Since he 
passed out of the University, his organising ability attracted the attention 
of Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das and as his lieutenant Mr. Mitra took 
a very active part in the formation of the Swaraja Party. He also became 
Secretary of the Bengal .Provincial Congress Committee during the stormy 
days of 1922-23 and served the Congress cause with zeal and devotion. 
He paid dearly for the love of his motherland and was twice incarcerated — 
once as a security prisoner and again as a deportee under Eegulation III 
of 1818. 

As the custodian of the rights and privileges of this House, he was 
well-known for his impartial rulings, quick .decision and dignified bearing. 
The able manner in which he discharged the duties of the President of 
Bengal’s first Second Chamber during its formative period will always be 
admired by all interested in India’s constitutional history. 

While expressing my sincerest condolences on the demise of our beloved 
President, I feel confident that the members of this House will take suitable 
steps to perpetuate his memory in a manner befitting his services to the 
country. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I feel 
honoured to associate myself with the resolution which has already been 
moved by the Hon^ble Leader of the House about our late President, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra. I had known him for many years 
very intimately, and found him as pleasant as a private gentleman as he 
was able, efficient and considerate as a public functionary. 
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It is not necessary for me, Sir, to recapitulate the details of his 
patriotic career. It is enough for me to point out that early in life like 
many other ardent young men of this province he plunged himself into 
our national movement and suffered incarceration repeatedly at the hands 
t)f the Government. But no punishment, however severe, could quench 
the fire of his patriotism. He was irrepressible throughout. 

Later in life, Satyendra Chandra became a firm believer in figliting out 
his country's cause through the Legislature. He stuck to his meinbeiship 
of the Central Legislative Assembly when the other menihers elected on 
Congress ticket withdrew from this arena of activity tlie behest of the 
Congress, and who would deny that he rendered considerable service to liis 
country and people according to the light that was given io him in the 
capacity of a legislator? Unlike many other ardent patriots, he was a 
confirmed believer in Second Chambers in the provinces. In his opinion 
*no legislation would be just and perfect unless it had the opportunity of 
revision by a smaller and a more sedate body. This (, pinion on his part 
was quite befitting the position which he held in this House. As our 
President he proved to be firm and considerate. He held the scales 
even between different groups and what is more, he held the scales even 
also between the so-called front and back-benchers. On more than one 
occasion, he thought it right also to rebuke the Treasury Benches sharply 
for their neglect of the proceedings of this House. It may not be known 
to many, Sir, that for some years past Satyendra (^handra had taken a 
keen interest in some of the important educational institutions in this 
province. He became prominently associated with the National Council 
of Education. As its Rector and ex-officio Chairman of its Managing 
Committees, he rendered signal service to the movement for national and 
technical education in Bengal. He was also taking a keen •interest as a 
responsible office-bearer of one of the national medical schools in Calcutta. 
By his untimely death, these institutions have suffered a grievous loss. 

Satyendra Chandra is no more in our midst, but the conduct he dis])]ayed, 
the precedents he created and the traditions he set, will surely live long 
after his death and inspire his successor on the Presidential Chair. With 
these few words. Sir, I again associate myself whole-heartedly with the 
resolution now before the House. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA: Sir, it is a mournful day when we 
meet in this Chamber under a shadow of grief felt by all of us in the inmost 
dbpths of our hearts om account of the death of the late Hon’ble Mr. 
Satyendra Chandra Mitra. Though nothing is more certain than that death 
will overtake us some day, yet when it actually occurs it seems all too 
sudden and unexpected. The Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra is no 
more in our midst to adorn the Presidential Chair, the honour and dignity 
of which he upheld to the last by his impartiality of judgment and keen 
sense of civic duty. A patriot that he was, his heart ached for the 
oppressed. He suffered imprisonment in trying to serve tl|p cause of 
Motherland, but he was at the same time a disciplinarian by conviction. 



388 


CONDOLENCE BESOLUTION. 


[3rd Nov.^ 


He believed that discipline was the essence and foundation of national life 
and progress. From the first day of my coming to this House as a 
Budhist member, I was gradually drawn to his genial personality, and 
after I had met him, I found in him a true and sincere friend of the 
minority interests. As the first President of the Second Chamber in this 
Province, he had not the benefit of precedents to guide him in his work, 
but I hope every member will agree with me when I say that he discharged his 
duty admirably, always anxious about the dignity of the Chair and the 
privileges of the members. He safely pilotted the multifarious business 
sometimes through storm and stress and ihe secret of his success principally 
lay in the fact ihat he possessed considerable knowledge of the up-to-date 
parliamentary procedure in all democracies. This knowledge he utilised 
for promoting the best interests of this House and of this province. So, 
I am very proud indeed to associate myself with the resolution which seeks 
to pay a tribute of respect to his inspiring memory. * 


Mf. HUMAYUN KABIRS Mr. Deputy President, Sir, the speeches 
which have been delivered in this House prove that the Hon’ble 
Mr, Satyendra Chandra Mitra, whose sad and untimely death we mourn 
today, was not only the first elected ]*resident of the Bengal Legislative 
Council but was also a man whom every member of this House regarded as 
a close and personal friend. Sir, from the very first day that this Council 
met, he conducted our deliberations and during the course of the last six 
years built up the traditions and dignity of the House in a manner for 
wliich 1 think the members of this House will always remain grateful to 
him. Sir, the qualiiy whicli struck every member of this House mos< in ihe 
Hon’ble Mr, S, C, Mitra was the independence of his spirit, tlie fighting 
spirit which 4ie exhibited on all occasions. He neither feared anyone nor 
favoured anyone. He not only made no difference between the Trea.sury 
Bench and other members but also between tlie back-benchers and front- 
bencliers. This quality of independence, this quality of impartial treatment, 
this quality of trying to judge every question on its own merits irrespective 
of what others might think, irrespective of wliat consequences might 
follow, not only endeared him to the members of the House but also earned 
for him their respect and gratitude. Sir, 1 might mention one or two 
instances of his concern for tlie rights and privileges of this House. Perhaps 
it will be in the memory of many members in this House that when the 
question of the Public Accounts Committee came up, it was Mr. Satyendra 
Chandra Mitra who gave a ruling by which he established the rights of this 
House in a manner which can no longer be ignored by anyone. When- 
ever there was the slightest doubt on any matter, he would bring it before 
the House and take all members into his confidence. It was thus that he 
maintained the dignity and privileges of this House. 

In the many-sided activities during his public life, — in his political 
activities, in the sufferings^ he had to undergo as a result of his political 
activities,-<»>-this quality of independence and fighting spirit characterised 
all the actions of Mr. Mitra. And even in his last days, when 
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we knew him to be ill, it was quite apparent that he was fighting 
against illness, he was fighting against disease in order to carry on the 
business of this House. Sir, perhaps it is not known to many members here 
• that he was a founder of the Empire Parliamentary Association of the Central 
"Tjegislature, but it is known to most members of this House as well as the 
members of another place that he w'as virtually the creator of the Bengal 
Branch of the Empire Parliamentary Association. As President, he has 
in every way enhanced the prestige and the digniiy of this House. 

Personally, Sir, I regard it as a melancholy memory ihat on the fateful 
night when he w^as coming back to Calcutta a couple of days before he expired, 
I was his fellow-traveller. On Monday morning T reached Calcutia, but 
on that very night I had to leave this place; bui when I left, I had not the 
faintest idea that the day after next I would see tlie sad news in the 
papers. Many of us knew that he was ill, but no one for a moment thought 
that the end was so near. He bore his illness and his sufiVrings witli such 
courage and fortitude tliat he did not allow even his nearest friends to 
realise that death was hovering almost on the tlireshold of his life. Sir, it 
is, therefore, with a sense of melancholy loss that the House has met today 
and, Sir, even in this sorrow^ the House remembers the dignity and the 
honour which the activities of the late President have conferred u])on this 
House. As long as this House continues, it will clierish his memory. It 
will remember that as the first elected President, he brought dignity and 
prestige to the proceedings of this House. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, T also desire to be asso- 
ciated wdth the resolution. Though 1 have littl(‘ new to add, J owe a duty 
to the late Hon’ble Mr. Mitra wdiich should be discharged on this occasion. 
It seems that it was only the other day that the House elected him its 
President by a majority of one vote. It is also now the experience of all 
that the choice was a very happy one. He was a staunch Congressman and 
there were some misgivings in this House at the time of his el(*ction that 
he would not probablj^ be able to ri.se above Party politics. But these 
doubts W'ere quickly dispelled by his clear rulings, his able decisions and 
his grasp of fine points. He was ju.stly famous for quickness of his 
decisions. It has been pointed out that his decisions were independent and 
honest, but it should also be said that his decisions were just and always 
right. It would be wrong to suggest that the Hon’ble Mr. Mitra was over- 
anxious or over-zealous for the rights of the House. He de(‘j)ly felt and, 
w\at is very important, •he rightly felt that the existence of the House 
depended on the vigilance of its Pre.sident. It will be admitted by all 
that the House exists with its present status and utility on account of 
his ability and independence. The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq has said that 
Goyemment sometimes felt a little awkard by his rulings. That was 
due to the facf that he acted with independence. His great popularity has 
prompted so many members to be associated ^with the resolution before 
the House. The late President was anxious for the rights and^ privileges 
of the House and he maintained them at a high level. Many memben^ have 



m 


CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION. 


[3ed Nov.^ 


attempted to aseess the work of the late Mr. Mitra^ but the attempt has 
been and must be a hurried and perfunctory one. It will take a long time 
to fully appreciate and properly assess the volume and quality of the work 
that has been done by him. Although Mr. Mitra is no more, his voice will 
still ring in our ears ; his spirit would guide the House and the members wifi 
cite with pleasure and profit his innumerable rulings on many difficult points 
of parliamentary technique and procedure. I do not wish to take up the 
time of the House by recounting the many obvious qualities of the late 
Mr. Mitra. But I would conclude by referring to one matter. It has been 
said by the Hon’ble Leader of the European Group that every member of 
this House felt that he was personally interested in the President and that 
the President also cultivated the friendship of us all. That is also my 
feeling. We feel that he was the only man among the members of the 
Council who was competent to be the first President of the House during 
the last few years of its formative stage. With these few words, Sir, I 
beg to associate myself with this occasion. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, I fully associate myself with 
the resolution so ably moved by the Hon’ble the Leader of the House, and 
also with the sentiments expressed by other honourable members before me. 
We meet here today in a solemn atmosphere. The whole House is, as it 
were, in the grip of the deepest gloom. I received the news of his death 
through the circular letter of the Secretary of this House at my village 
home and since then this incident has constantly preyed on my mind. 

As to the qualities of the late President, there have been many speeches 
already and I need not recapitulate them, but I would only mention in a 
few words that his dominating personality, his fearless decisions and his 
impartial and clear rulings will ever be remembered. Sir, he was austere 
and strict when he sat on the Chair in this Chamber, but he was an alto- 
gether different man when he went to his room. There he was very 
congenial and cordial to everyone, discussing things very intimately as a 
friend. Inside the Chamber he was a strict disciplinarian, as was required 
of the occupant of the exalted office he held. Today we are really proud 
that we had a President like him who by his wise guidance has created 
a position for the Upper House in Bengal. It was at first thought by many 
that the Upper House was an unnecessary adjunct, but it is the late Mr. 
Mitra who has really proved that it is a necessary adjunct. His memory 
will always be cherished by this House. As has been suggested by Sir 
Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy and my friend Mr. Sanyal, we shall be failing 
in our duty if we, members of this House, do not take adequate steps to 
perpetuate his memory in Bengal in an appropriate manner. Before I close 
my speech, I pray to God that his soul may rest in eternal peace. I hope 
that at least this will be the consolation of the members of the bereaved 
family that it is not they alone who are in mourning but vhat the whole 
province of Bengal is sharing their loss and grief. With these few words, 
I whole-heartedly support tte resolution on behalf of the Progressive League 
Party dn this House. 
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AlhadI Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, I rise to 
support the motion now before the House, and I whole-heartedly associate 
myself with all that has been said by the Hon’ble Leader of the House and 
^ther speakers who spoke before me. The premature death of the Hon’ble 
S5ir. S. C. Mitra is a grievous loss not only to this Council of wliich he was 
the first President, but to the whole province of Bengal. 

In the first non-co-operation movement initiated by Gandhiji in 1921 
he left the Bar and joined the movement. Then, Sir, he gradually became 
associated w’ith the activities of the lute lleshbandhu Has of revered mcmorvi 
after whose death Bengal lost the leadershij) of India. Mr. Mitra was a 
great parliamentarian. He was not only a keen lawyer, but he also took 
keen interest in the economic regeneration of the province. He was asso- 
ciated with many important industrial enterprises. He was a Director of 
the Pravati Textile Mill in Calcutta which was started at his initiative, as 
far as 1 know, in 1940. 1 feel that the members of this House should take 

proper steps to perpetuate his memory in a manner worthy of his manifold 
services to the people of this province. The rulings which ho gave in this 
House will be a wise guidance not only to his successors but also to those 
holding that exalted office in the other provinces in Jndia. With these 
w’ords,‘I express my deep sorrow and sympathy with the members of tlie 
bereaved family. 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: Mr. Deputy President, I rise to associaie 
myself whole-heartedly with all that has been said by the Leader of the 
House and other members on the sad demise of our President, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra. Though we knew that he was in failing 
health and coulcl not attend the meetings of the Council since almost the 
beginning of this session, yet none of us ever thought that the only day he 
attended this session would be the last day of his attendance. The leader 
of our party has also dwelt at length on the genuine characteristics of the 
late President and there is not much to add to what he said. Yet when 
paying tribute to him I cannot but say that his honesty of purpose and 
courage of conviction no one could help admiring, and I hope everyone will 
try to folow his example. With these words, I would like to offer my 
heartfelt condolences to the widow of the late President and his only 
daughter to whom the loss will be irreparable. 

^ The Hon’ble Mr, M, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Deputy President, 
Sir, I thought that I wotild not open my lips on this occasion, because as a 
Party man and being on the Treasury Bench and specially when the Leader 
of the House has spoken from this side of the House, I should not speak. 
But, Sir, I felt that on this occasion when many members of this House 
hav^ spoken I should speak one or two words. 

I knew the late President as Satyen Babu under the leadership of 
Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das. My acquaintance with him began in con- 
nection with affairs outside this Council Chamber. I read the news of his 
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demise when I was away at Kalimpong. Truly speaking, I was not 
prepared to hear the news. Satyen Babu was a staunch fighter for the 
freedom of his country and was known to his coimtrymen as one of the 
trusted lieutenants of Chittaranjan Das, like Subhas Chandra Bose, late 
B. N. Sasmal, and late Jatindra Mohan Sen Gupta. My humble self waa* 
on one occasion a fellow-guest with Satyen Babu of His Majesty in the 
Alipore Central Jail. We might have differed on many political issues 
from him, but whatever he did, he did with courage of conviction, a 
courage that is rare amongst many men. That was the greatest trait in 
his character. Many of us have seen how on the floor of this House he 
championed the cause of what he thought to be right. He was a staunch 
supporter of the introduction of the Upper House in Bengal. We might 
have differed from him on that question, but all the same we could not 
doubt his sincerity in support of this principle. Sir, we have lost him 
today. To me it is a personal loss. He had celebrated the marriage of 
his daughter only recently but he did not live long enough to see the 
newly-married couple prosper under his own eyes. May God give them 
courage and strength to bear the ordeal ! May God rest his soul in peace ! 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, man is born. to die. 
Today we mourn the loss of the man in Satyendra Chandra Mitra. In him 
we have lost not only a patriot but one who maintained the dignity of this 
Hon’ble House at the highest pitch. He was absolutely impartial to the 
different parties in this House. We mourn his loss because he held the 
scales of justice even. His treatment was not discriminating between an 
ordinary member and a member of the Cabinet. He equally dealt with 
everybody in the House and decided all questions from an impartial point 
of view. Sir, I for myself held him in high esteem because he was always 
jealous regarding the dignity of the House. He never showed extra 
leniency to anybody, whether he was a Premier or a Minister, or belonged 
to the European Qroup, the Muslim League, the Hindu Mahasabha or the 
Congress. Sir, this shows that he had courage of his conviction, a great 
sense of responsibility and was imbued with the right spirit to discharge 
his duties as President. We, therefore, mourn the loss of a worthy, 
impartial and a glorious President. He was a strong believer in the 
existence of the Upper House. He not only believed in the importance 
and necessity of the Upper House, but he thought, perhaps rightly thought, 
that the existence of the Upper House was a necessity to keep control over 
the impetuosity of the Lower House in dealing with the intricacies of 
many complicated legislative measures. With these few words, I fully 
associate myself with the resolution moved. 


Mr. HUR AHMED: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, it is really very sad to 
think that our beloved President is no more amidst us to guide the deli- 
berations of this House. It is due to him that this House has been able to 
create precedents for the couduct of its business. The late Mr. Mitra never 
budge^ aiT inch or shrank from giving expression to what he considered to 
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be right and proper, regardless of whether by doing so he was favouring 
tills Party or that. He possessed a spirit of sturdy independence and his 
strong personality had greatly helped to frame the principles which will be 
followed by his successors. Sir, he never for a moment forgot the interest 
Eh the House. He never swerved from doing his duty, however unpleasant 
it might be. Sir, Bengal’s public life is really poorer today by his death. 
He was a prominent and a strong personality in the public life of Bengal, nay 
in Jndia. He sujffered very much for his country’s sake. I express my 
sympathy with the members of the bereaved family and whole-heartedly 
endorse all that has fallen from the Leader of the House snd other speakers 
about this great personality. With these few words, I whole-heartedly 
support the resolution. 

Rai 8&hib JATINDRA MOHAN SENS Mr. Depuiy President, Sir, I 
beg to associate myself whole-heartedly with tlie resolution that has been 
moved so ably by the Leader of the House and which has been so eloquently 
and earnestly supported by the leaders of all sections of this House as well 
as by many individual members. I also rise to pay my respeclful homage to 
the illustrious President who has been so suddenly anatcdied away from our 
midst. • The loss which the Council has siilfered is almost irreparable. His 
many virtues and qualities have been ably put before the House already, 
and very little is left for me to say. But I rise because most of the 
speakers who have spoken before me were either (hibim*! Ministers on the 
Front Bench or leaders of various Parties and (i roups. I rise as an 
humble member of this House. Sir, I had not the privilege of knowing 
the illustrious deceased for a long time. 1 only came to know him since 
his election as President of this Chamber. I was not then a political 
person or a personality, but was only an humble worker in my own district, 
and so I had not the privilege of knowung him at all before I came to this 
House. I had then to choose between him and the late Maharaja of 
Santosh — as to whom we should vote for. That w^as the first occasion when 
I came to know him personally. Since his election 1 found that he was an 
indefatigable fighter, just and conscientious man and a person who held the 
scales even on all occasions betw^een the different parties in this House. 
And I also came to admire him all the more when I found that on many an 
occasion he sharply rebuked the Cabinet Ministers, erring and negligent 
Cabinet Ministers, failing in the discharge of their parliamentary duty. 
This extorted my admiration, and from that time 1 entertained a very high 
ajjinion of him. Sir, it has been rightly said that he was the custodian of 
the rights and privileges *of this House. Truly speaking, his decisions were 
ilways just and right for they were always prompted by a high ideal, 
namely, the ideal of discharging conscientiously his duties as President. 
On such an occasion as this it is very difficult to put in words the many 
things that surge up in one’s mind. But, Sir, as I have said, I have risen 
only to pay my homage to the illustrious deceased because I thought it my 
duty as an humble member of the House to^say a few words on this 
occasion. ^ 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury): 

Honourable members of tbe Council, it is with a sense of the profoundest 
grief and deepest regret that I rise to put the resolution which has been so 
feelingly moved by the Hon’ble Leader of the House and which has beeji 
so sympathetically supported by so many of you. I use no language 
mere convention and no word of formality when I say so and I believe 
that the House is one with me in its sincerity to mourn the death of one' 
who was so noble a gentleman and so great a parliamentarian. The account 
of his life and his career is too well known to need any repetition. For about 
six long years, I had the privilege of working with him and knowing him 
intimately and hip premature death is not only a great loss for the country 
but also a deep personal calamity for me as well. 

Born fifty-four years ago in a remote East Bengal village, he was almost 
the last of those patriots who secured the leadership for Bengal among 
all the provinces in India. With his passing away we are conscious of a 
void that can hardly be filled up for a long time to come. 

lie had sufiered deep and long for his country. The best period of his 
life was spent in jail and in detention. Dauntless and strong-lie-Jirted, he 
was ever a fighter. But even as he fought on, he looked forward, to the 
future and the vision came to him of a free and a great India and as he grew 
older, Satyendra Chandra worked according to the light he had seen. 

Every democracy rests on a substratum of strong and feiiirless non-Party 
men with whom the democratic ideals are in safe and sound keeping and to 
whom the people can look for a lead in any crisis. Strong in his belief in 
the future of Indian democracy, it was to this end that the late Hon’ble 
President seemed to be shaping towards the close of his long and eventful 
od5ver. The people oJtBgngal as well as the members of this House are 
distinctly jKK)rer today *by the loss of such a custodian of the inalienable 
rights of the people. 

As I speak from the very Chair he so lately occupied, the sense of our 
loss comes home to me with fresh poignancy. It was in this House that 
he laid the crowning stone of his career. It was from this Chair that he 
impressed us by his tact, courtesy and his unrivalled knowledge of parlia- 
mentary practice. He leaves behind him the tradition of a great President 
which will be hard for his successors to live up to. 

But we do not mourn merely the death of a great President of the 
Council. The feelings which spring to our heart ar^ not merely those of 
cold homage to ability and intellectual greatness. They spring from? a 
sincere emotion evoked by the character and life of the best, gentlest and 
most beloved of men. We pay our tribute to one who was very near and 
dear to iis. 

Yet men like Satyendra Chandra cannot die. Even as I speak, his 
personality pervades the House. He will always live in ths hearts o*f his 
countrymen. But here, more than anywhere else will he live: — here, in this 
House, where he worked with such magnificent success. Speaking about 
his grgat achievements in this House my mind naturally goes back to the day 
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when he first assumed charge of the Presidential Chair. On that occasion 
In reply to the congratulations which were showered on him, he made 
the. modest observation that the time for offering him real felicitation 
SCld come when he would vacate this Cliair. Alas, the cruel hand of death 
has removed him from our midst and from the Chair he so worthily adorned, 
9efore its time. We all know how amply he justified the showers of 
greetings of the first day by conscientious and efficient discharge of the 
oneious duties of his high oflice. I hope and pray that the tribute paid by 
his mourning colleagues and countrymen may re<ich him in hejiven where 
his soul rests in peace. ; 

With these words, I will now put the resolution. The question before 
the House is : that this Council do place on record an expression of its deep 
sense of sorrow at the sad demise of the Hon*ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
Mitra, the first elected President of this Council, and of its heartfelt sympathy 
with the members of the bereaved family in their grievous loss. 

I would request the honourable members to signify their assent by rising 
in their places as a mark of respect to the memory of our beloved President. 

(Honourable members rose.) 

Thank you, gentlemen. 

It will be my duty to see that the message of condolences is conveyed 
to the members of the bereaved family in due course. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, after the reso- 
lution which we have passed today, would it not be proper to hold up further 
business of this House as a mark of honour to the memory of the Hon'ble 
President ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I was also thinking whether I should 
adjourn the House without transacting any further business today; but the 
difficulty is that we have another obituary reference to make. So, in this 
matter I should like to be guided by the opinion of the leaders of the 
different parties. If they decide that the other obituary reference should be 
taken up tomorrow, I have no objection. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, that obituary reference might 
be taken up tomorrow. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur: As a 

matter of fact, Sir, the time left for discussion of the other matter is short. 
If we take up the other obituary reference today, we will be in a hurry and 
in that, case proper honour, I am afraid, may not be shown to the other 
honourable membW of this Council who is dead. 

j 

R«i Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Sir, my reason for reques^ng 
you to adjourn the House now is that if other matters are taken up toaay,. 

SS^ 
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the importance, weight and the solemnity with which the first resoluti( 
has been moved would be lost. So, 1 join with my friend Mr. Eabir that 
the business of this House do adjourn today. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As a mark of respect to the memory of 
our beloved President, I propose to adjourn the House without transacting 
any further business. The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. tomorrow 
when the other obituary reference will be taken up. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 4th 
November, 1942. 



1942.] 


MEMBERS ABSENT. 


397 


Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 3rd 
November, 1942: — 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(2) Rai Bahadur K. 0. Banerjee. 

(3) Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

(4) Mr. flumayuu Reza Chowdhun . 

(5) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(6) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(7) Mrs. K. D’Hoziirio. 

(8) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(9) Mr. K. Ti. Doswami. 

(JO) Mr. Moluuiied HoHs«iiu. 

(11 ) Kliaii Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Khau. 

•(12) Mr. J. MoFarlane. 

(Id) Mr, Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(14) Dr. It. K. M<H)korjee. 

(15) Khan Sahib Abiil Quasem. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(17) Dr. K. S. Ray. 
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